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Introduction
• Assistive technology encompasses devices, 

strategies, services, and practices applied to 
improve the circumstances of challenges individuals 
with disabilities encounter (Cook and Polgar, 2020).

• More than 1 in 4 adults in the United States have 
some type of disability (Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, 2025). 

• Funding and cost are a significant barrier to 
acquiring AT (Boot et al., 2018).

• The Pathways to Funding Guide Capstone project 
involved designing a funding guide to support 
TechOWL staff when working with clients seeking 
access to AT.  

• The PTF guide is a comprehensive compilation of 
funding resources and information in a single, 
centralized document.  

• The project development emphasized accessibility of 
the PTF guide and ensuring its sustainability. 

https://ataem.org/at-resource-guide

“For most of us, technology makes things 
easier. For a person with a disability, it 

makes things possible.” 
-Judy Heumann, American Disability Rights Activist and Former Assistant Secretary, 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs

Methods to Project Development
• Development of a User-Friendly Framework
• Survey to Identify AT Most Frequently Requiring 

Funding Support 
• Development of a Sustainability Plan 
• Pilot Implementation 
• Collection of Feedback on the PTF Guide 
• Analysis of Feedback on the PTF Guide 
• Dissemination of Tool and Gathering TechOWL Staff 

Feedback 

Discussion
• Significant time of the Capstone site experience was 

allocated to the feedback processes of the PTF guide 
from the TechOWL team to ensure functional use of 
the guide at TechOWL  

• Practical implementation will be enhanced through 
TechOWL staff contributing to the PTF guide through 
the Funding Pathway Template Form   

• The Capstone project development’s most significant 
purposes were accessibility of the PTF guide and 
creating a strong sustainable foundation of the PTF 
guide 

• Significant accessibility measures for the PTF guide 
included high color-contrast, large text font, functional 
table of contents, and making the guide text-to-
speech program reader functional

Results
AT Device Funding survey
• 60% of survey participants identified communication-

based AT as the most frequently inquired about by 
clients. 

• Most communication-based AT have eligibility 
requirements in order to be obtained.

Pilot Implementation Trials
• Yielded feedback on needed amendments to improve 

functional use of the PTF Guide.
• Changes to the PTF guide included reorganization of 

waiver section and additional information on 
TechOWL’s Re-Use program.

PTF Resource Experience Survey 
• 66.3% agreed the PTF guide was clear upon first 

glance 
• 45% stated organization of the PTF guide was a 

strength 
• 45% stated layout template of pathways as a strength 
• 27% stated the weakness of the PTF guide was the 

number of resources included in the guide

Resources Created During Project 
Development: 

The PTF Standard Operating Procedure

The Pathways to Funding Guide

The PTF Plan of Continuation
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