
radicality. All together they are women in culture, women against culture,
and women transforming culture (196).

Based on your reading, does Trible’s interpretation seem justified?

Kyle Keefer

1 4 4 .  W H A T  I S  T H E  A N G L E ?

Beginning students generally have a limited view of the range of inter-
pretive issues raised by different texts. They tend to assume that the
primary concern of the book of Ruth, for example, has to do with family
and faithfulness, especially due to its use in Christian wedding cere-
monies and in genealogies of Jesus (Matt 1:6, Luke 3:32). This exercise
uses Ruth to alert students to the ways in which a variety of interpretive
issues engaged in biblical texts derives from the perspectives and inter-
ests of the interpreter. 

In a plenary session, place a variety of popular newspapers and peri-
odicals on a table (e.g., National Enquirer, Ladies’ Home Journal, Wall Street
Journal, etc.). Ask students to describe the material that they expect to find
in each publication and the general perspective of the publication based
on the name, subtitles, cover photo, or previous knowledge of the publi-
cation. For example, students may describe the National Enquirer as a
tabloid magazine that focuses on sensational stories of unlikely events.
Even students who are not familiar with the publication will be able to
contribute based on the features mentioned above.

Divide students into small groups. Each group is to select one of the
publications discussed in plenary. Assign each group to assume the role
of reporters for a fictional publication modeled after the publication
selected and its perspective. Using the text of Ruth as material for their
story, students will determine the angle of the article, as well as the par-
ticular features of the text on which their article would focus. Students
will not write an article but sketch an idea for an article, which they will
“pitch” to the plenary group. For example, with some suggestions from
the instructor, the group that selects the Wall Street Journal may develop
the following pitch: “We are reporters for the Grain Path Journal, which
highlights financial news in the ancient Near East. The angle for our
story will involve the socio-economic elements of the text. Based on the
available material, we will focus on marriage and property negotia-
tions, as well as the impact of the famine on women.” After allowing
students time to work together, have the groups return to plenary and
pitch their ideas.
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In the follow-up discussion, invite students to share their responses.
Point out that students may see a variety of publications together at a
newspaper stand. Yet, they would have differing expectations for the per-
spective taken by those publications even if they covered the same
events, such as the Grammys or a national election. Highlight the number
of different approaches that each group used with the book of Ruth and
stress that the text is not “about” one single thing.

As an additional component of this exercise or as a follow-up home-
work assignment, have students read brief selections from overview
material in commentaries on Ruth written from varying ideological and
faith perspectives. Ask students to compare and contrast the angle of the
author, how explicit the author makes that angle, and which elements of
the text the author highlights. Impress upon the students that just as they
utilize their interpretive skills when reading popular publications, they
can use those skills when reading biblical scholarship. 

Nyasha Junior

1 4 5 .  “ W H Y  W O U L D  I  W A N T  T O  M A R R Y  M Y  S I S T E R - I N -

L A W ? ” :  C U L T U R A L  D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  L E V I R A T E  M A R R I A G E

In my “Introduction to Biblical Studies” course, I begin by having stu-
dents read the short stories of Jonah and Ruth. I have them contrast the
portrait of Ruth, the virtuous foreigner, with the depiction of Jonah, the
bigoted prophet. They enjoy seeing the striking contrasts, but they are
somewhat troubled by the characteristics that make Ruth such an endear-
ing character for ancient Israelites. In the story about this hard working,
loyal Moabite, students encounter what—from their own cultural per-
spectives—seem like completely bizarre beliefs and customs. This shocks
them into the realization that they simply cannot assume that biblical
characters basically thought the way modern Western Europeans do.

I discuss the story of Jonah with my students before we turn to Ruth,
because Jon 2 gets us into Israelite beliefs about Sheol—which is impor-
tant background for understanding why Ruth needed to marry someone
near of kin to her dead husband. As we discuss the major plot character-
istics of the story of Ruth and explore how the characters of Ruth, Naomi,
and Boaz are presented, some of the dimensions of the narrative simply
do not make sense to students. They are intrigued by remarks like that of
Naomi to her daughters-in-law: 

Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in
my womb that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters,
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