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ABSTRACT 

What causes Black people in America to opt-out of voting in the American 

political process? Do racial or cultural markers play a part in their turning away from the 

political process? Do economic factors play a role? This question often raises ferocious 

arguments in America. Yet, there has been no thorough investigation of the motivations 

behind Black voting abstention. This dissertation seeks to fill that void by exploring why 

a sample of middle-class Philadelphians choose not to exercise their right to vote.  Voter 

apathy, racial/communal interests, or other factors have historically been utilized to 

explain why individuals choose to sit on the periphery of the American political system.  

However, none of these studies examine the cultural factors that cause individuals of 

African descent to exercise abstention from voting.  The purpose of this project is multi-

fold: (a) to explore with a sample of Black nonvoters their reasons for not voting; (b) 

interrogate our current orientation that voting as a needed signifier for our existence, (c) 

to properly center Black nonpolitical engagement as a possible viable avenue for African-

descended people in our pursuit of creating a milieu of resistance and liberation, (d) to 

help normalize nonvoting practices as valid and acceptable methods of Black political 

engagement within Africana Studies, the Academy, and the Africana community; and (e) 

to push back against the dominant discourse that voting is the only viable option for 

progress for African-descended people in America. This work explores the idea that 

abstaining from voting, which has been a source of shame and contention within the 

Black community, may serve as a practical and useful tool in resistance and liberatory 

fashion for our people. This study seeks to conceptualize and link Black nonparticipatory 
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politics as a form of Political Maroonage. The value of this project is that it should add 

the academic discourse of the Black nonvoter’s critique of the American political process 

and add clarity to the politicians who are seeking these individuals’ support for political 

office.   
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION TO PHILADELPHIA POLITICAL MAROONAGE 

In 1956, I shall not go to the polls. I have not registered. I believe that democracy has so far 

disappeared in the United States that no “two evils” exist. There is but one evil party with two 
names, and it will be elected despite all I can do or say.  

 

W. E. B. Du Bois, The Nation, 1956 

 

On October 26, 1956, in his article titled “I Won’t Vote,” Du Bois articulated his 

reasons for refusing to vote in the upcoming 1956 U.S. Presidential election. Du Bois’ 

frustrations with the Republican Party and Dwight Eisenhower stemmed from their 

inability and unwillingness to engage and address Black people’s socioeconomic and 

sociopolitical issues. Democrats had a political stranglehold upon the South. They 

implemented Jim Crow that made it extremely difficult for Black people in the southern 

United States to participate in the voting process, while White mob rule physically 

intimidated and murdered those who dared to exercise their right to vote. Blacks in the 

northern United States had more access to the Ballot but were not counted as heavily 

within the Republican party, assuming they already had the Black vote squarely in their 

corner. Du Bois examined the two-party system and concluded that it lacked any genuine 

regard for Black people in America. Therefore, he decided, at the end of his article “I 

Won’t Vote,” --to not engage with the American political voting system until “they hold 

a fair election on real issues” (Du Bois, 1956). 

Du Bois’s (1956) lack of faith in voting as a means of forcing politicians to 

address social and economic inequality in Black communities was even more pronounced 

with other political activists.  Malcolm X’s April 1964 speech heavily criticized the 
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United States’ two-party system and advocated that Blacks utilize the Ballot to change 

their communities.  However, he articulated that if the Ballot did not correct the issues of 

the Black community, then other means would have to be explored.  The Ballot should 

not, in Malcolm’s opinion, be the only solution for African-descended people.  

Voting has been advocated as an agent for change, upward mobility, and 

communal/individual survival by activists, politicians, and other people within the Black 

community. The right to vote has allowed Blacks to serve on juries and placed 

individuals who identified as Black into positions of political power. The ascension of 

former U.S. Representative Shirley Chisholm, U.S. Senators Cory Booker and Tim Scott, 

and former U.S. President Barack Obama into political offices has showcased what 

power the Black vote has within our nation. Black voters, particularly Black women, 

propelled current U.S. President Joe Biden, a moderate White Democrat, and U.S. Vice 

President Kamala Harris to the two top executive offices in our nation due to the record 

turnout of Black voters, especially Black women. Even the U.S. state of Georgia, whose 

political trajectory has been moving from Republican toward more Democratic leanings, 

has elected two Democratic senators, Jon Ossof and Raphael Warnock. Their elections 

were due to the turnout of Black people during the January 2021 U.S. Senate runoff 

elections. These developments have intensified GOP-led legislatures to continue to 

utilize ways to curtail and restrict voting rights. These mechanisms have historically 

disproportionately affected Black and Brown people within the United States.  

Despite the above election-based victories, this dissertation did not seek to 

examine the importance of the Black vote. Many scholars, such as Dr. Eddie Glaude, Dr. 
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Ronald Walters, Dr. Amos Wilson, have articulated various ways Black people can 

leverage their voting power to institute changes within our American society. This 

dissertation sought to address a phenomenon that has not been examined thoroughly in 

academic circles, and that is often frowned upon within the Black community:  Black 

voting abstention. Various Black political leaders such as Al Sharpton, Barack Obama, 

and Michelle Obama have criticized Black individuals who did not show up to vote for 

Hilary Clinton during the 2016 U.S. Presidential election. Black support for Hillary 

Clinton was lower than what it was for President Barack Obama during his 2012 

election.1 This lack of support led numerous news pundits and outlets to point the finger 

at the Black community for Donald Trump's ascension to the U.S. Presidency in 2016 for 

their refusal to vote.  For example, Jeffery Boney, in a 2018 Philadelphia Tribune article, 

heavily criticized Black nonvoters for failing to participate in the voting process. He 

stated that they are spitting in the face of their Civil Rights heroes and those who fought 

for Blacks to obtain the right to vote (Boney, 2018).  Black people who voted used social 

media and other outlets to criticize Blacks who did not vote in the 2016 Presidential 

election. They have been called sell-outs, not Black, and not worthy of study.  This study 

sought to provide an academic milieu for individuals of African descent who choose not 

to vote to explain their reasons for doing so.  I have purposely chosen individuals who 

                                                
1 12% of the Black population was eligible to vote in 2012. Of those voter-eligible, 66.2% of that 

voter-eligible population voted in the 2012 U.S Presidential election. Barack Obama received 87% of the 

Black vote in the 2012 election, which was a record high. 12.3% of the Black population was eligible to 

vote in the 2016 election. Of those voter-eligible, 59.6% of those voter-eligible Blacks voted in the 2012 

election, which was a record low since 2000. These results were reported by the U.S Census Bureau 

Election Survey. This information came from the Brookings Institution. 
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would be considered middle-class because they are considered a central column of 

political support, particularly for the Democratic Party.  We know what the parties think 

and expect of them.  But what are their perceptions of the political parties and themselves 

in the context of those parties?  

This dissertation may allow those who do not vote to articulate their reasoning for 

not voting and possibly pose alternative empowerment for Africana people. The study 

involved interviewing African-descended individuals eligible to vote but who refused to 

do so in the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Presidential, state, and local elections. What are their 

reasons for not engaging in the process?  Are their reasons political?  Cultural?  Is their 

outcome practical for resistance or liberatory purpose?  This study sought to find out 

which, if any, is the case.  

Chapter 1 of the dissertation is the introductory chapter and includes the following 

components:  

 Introduction 

 Rationale 

 Purpose of Study 

 Definition of Utilized Terms 

The first chapter serves as a conceptual framework that this dissertation utilized. 

It introduces the reasoning for this phenomenon to be investigated and also provides the 

rationale for the study. Finally, it also provides the purpose of the research and what it 

sought to accomplish with it. This dissertation is the first study of its kind that 
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investigates the cultural, historical, and other mitigating factors that lead African-

descended people to refrain from participating in the American political process.   

Chapter 2 provides the theoretical historical context of African-descended people 

fighting to be recognized as American citizens within and outside the voting process.   It 

describes the Afrocentric grounding for this work. It also serves as a literature review and 

provides the groundwork of the current academic discourse around African American 

people and voting. This section also explores the historical phenomenon of “Maroon” 

and the attendant concept of maroonage used in the United States, which serves as the 

historical milieu to position this project. It examines the importance of maroonage as it 

pertains to African people who found themselves in the Western Hemisphere trying to 

reconstruct their African culture and identity in the backdrop of American oppression. 

Finally, it chronicles the accepted school of thought behind the contemporary theoretical 

discourse of the socially accepted “nation-within-a-nation” that scholars have identified 

as the acceptable avenue for African-descended people within America.  

Chapter 3 discusses the methodology used in this study that works in tandem with 

Afrocentricity and its conceptualization of agency.  This methodology is called 

constructivist grounded theory (CGT), created by Charmaz (2014). Constructivist 

grounded theory is an expansion of grounded theory, developed by Glaser and Strauss 

(1967). This type of methodology uses data collected from semi-structured interviews to 

create theory when there is little to no prior research in a particular area. This work is the 

first study to investigate the cultural foundations of why African people do not vote and, 

therefore, used this methodology to explore the reasons why these individuals choose not 
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to vote. Also, this work sought to be the start of a life-long project to understand, 

cultivate, and provide an academic milieu for individuals across the United States to 

provide their reasons not to vote in the Philadelphia region and beyond.  

Chapter 4 chronicles the findings that this work uncovered about voter-eligible 

Blacks who chose not to vote in the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Presidential general elections. 

The researcher of this study interviewed twenty-three (23) Black, middle-class 

individuals from the Philadelphia area and sought to find commonalities in their reasons 

why they refuse to vote. The data was analyzed and sorted into themes to answer the 

research question. The participants shared the overall feelings of their political 

positioning while utilizing their experiences to generate a new theoretical and liberatory 

political avenue for African-descended individuals housed within the United States.  This 

work could also expand into the global African community as a possible and legitimate 

approach towards the liberation of African people.  

Chapter 5 concludes this dissertation by examining the future of political 

maroonage within the United States and, possibly, various locations where African-

descended people find themselves as peripheral political objects. It posits the 

cultural/political findings of political maroonage for African people as a viable one in the 

future context of African liberation. It continues the trajectory towards African-

descended people being the agents of change seeking from a position of perceived 

agency and strength. Chapter 5 also investigates the shortcomings of this study, what this 

study did not currently investigate,  and the roadblocks overcome while conducting this 

research. African Americans who do not vote are still looked upon in a taboo fashion, 
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and this work encountered various forms of resistance to its creation. This work sought 

not just to give a voice to those who do not engage vis-a-vie voting, but it became a form 

of maroonage for those who felt their voices were silenced in the shadows. Those who 

participated in this work will not be known.  However, they will see that they are not 

alone.  This research positions voter abstention alongside the current modes of political 

activism as valid forms of activism while also positioning nonvoting as an avenue of 

resistance towards a path to liberation for individuals of African descent to engage in. 

Finally, this chapter will also serve as a call to service for African-descended people. 

Research Questions & Purpose of Study 

What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black individuals chose 

not to vote in either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections?  

1. What roles, if any, do historical & cultural values play in their decision? 

2. What impact, if any, does their economic status have upon their decision not 

to participate in the voting process? 

3. Do these individuals return to participate in the voting process, or do they 

continuously stay away? 

4. Do these Black nonvoters connect with other like-minded individuals and 

form a community, or do they operate in isolation? 

The purpose of this project is four-fold: (a) to push back against the dominant 

discourse that voting is the only viable institution for positive progression for Africana-

descended people in America, (b) to interrogate our current orientation of voting as a 

needed signifier of our existence, (c) to properly center Black nonpolitical engagement as 
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a possible viable avenue for African-descended people in our pursuit of creating a milieu 

of resistance and liberation, and (d) to help normalize nonvoting practices as valid and 

acceptable methods of Black political engagement within Africana Studies, the Academy, 

and the Africana community. 

Definitions of Utilized Terms 

Black Philadelphia Middle-Class. This construct is a social class based upon 

Weber, Du Bois, and other Black sociologists who operationalized the Black middle class 

on the markers of education, occupation, and income. For this study, the Black middle 

class in Philadelphia has some college education, works in middle-class fields (professor, 

social workers, entrepreneurs, etc.), and has a one-person income of at least $25,000 to 

$75,000. 

Borderland Political Maroons. These are conditional nonvoters who occasionally 

return to the American voting system for various reasons, usually voting for initiatives 

that protect the Black community. 

Culture Markers. Cultural Markers are identifiers that the participants stated 

grounded their nonvoting practices. These markers would be Africana culture in nature 

and usually rooted in Pan-Africanism, Black Nationalism, maroonage or historical 

African(a) resistance movements. 

Hitherland Political Maroons. These were participants who rarely, if at all, 

participate in the American voting process.  
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Maroons. These were African or African-descended people who willfully ran 

away from enslavement and either stayed near the plantation to be near family or situated 

themselves away from the plantation to set up small settlements.  

Political Maroonage. This concept of permanent or conditional nonvoting 

statuses removes African people from participating in the voting process while still 

pulling resources from said political institutions. 

Racial Markers. These were identifiers that the participants stated grounded their 

nonvoting practices. These markers would be racial and usually rooted in Black 

American histories such as Civil Rights, equity, and equality activism. 

Implications of Study  

This work looked to further the conversation about the vitality of African-

descended people utilizing nonvoting as a mechanism for change for African-descended 

people in the United States and possibly, the African global community. This study 

articulates the desire for African-descended people to look at activism means other than 

the politically accepted avenue of voting to help the community's needs. This researcher 

wanted to discover the commonalities and differences between African-descended 

persons who do not vote across age, gender, religious, and cultural boundaries within a 

specified socioeconomic bracket comprised of the Philadelphia Black middle-class. 
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF BLACK POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT LITERATURE 

Indeed, the ultimate question about dislocated Africans is whether they are embracing themselves 

as Africans and defining themselves on their own terms or whether they are accepting Euro- 
peans' definition of their reality, turning their back on the ancestors 

 

Dr. Ama Mazama, The Afrocentric Paradigm: Contours and Definitions, 2001 

 

This literature review looked at the following areas: The first part of the literature 

review examined the history of the American political structure. The second part of the 

literature review delved into how the academic community looked at Black Americans’ 

relationship with the American political system. The third part of this section investigated 

the lack of scholarly examination of individuals who do not participate in the political 

process. This work is situated within the gap in the research that this work seeks to 

unveil: investigating to see what are the cultural markers that Black Philadelphians 

perceive as their reasons to not participate in the political process via voting. This 

dissertation places the existing literature about Black political engagement within two 

categories: (a) Black political engagement as a means to acquire rights and privileges 

historically withheld by the American power structure, and (b) Black political 

engagement as a form of integrationism within the American society. These will then 

lead to my work that political nonengagement can form a viable third option for Africana 

people: rejecting American political participation by their nonvoting action as political 

re-imagining of maroonage in present-day times. First, the study explored the legacy of 

the American political system. 
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The Ancestries of the American Political System: A Cultural Genealogy  

This section investigates the Greek foundations of democracy. It briefly reviews 

the historical lineage of democracy and its concepts for the citizenship of those who 

employ the democratic process. Although this will not be an exhaustive review, it will 

shed light upon how democracy as a political ideology was created and how it relates to 

African people. It will help ground the argument that the democratic process that is 

currently employed by the Western world aids in the continued destruction of African 

people  

Many political scientists and historians view Athens, Greece, as the birthplace of 

modern-day democracy. The concept of democracy first appeared in the city-state of 

Athens around 500 B.C. According to the Encyclopedia of Political Science, the word 

“democracy” comes from the Greek word demokratia (The Encyclopedia of Political 

Science, 2011, p. 389). Demo means “power” while Kratos or kratia means “power, 

capacity, and rules.” Taken together, it means the ability of the people to rule.  

The structure of Athenian democracy looked to allow those who were deemed 

citizens the right to participate in Athens’ political process. It allowed individuals to hold 

political offices irrespective of their economic status and be placed on an assembly that 

met to decide and vote upon political matters. The members of the community were not 

individuals who served life-long terms. They had to adhere to a rotating membership. 

These citizens exercised and enjoyed powers that were not enjoyed by other individuals 

who lived in the city-state. However, these groups would get into factions and vote for 

their interests and not the collective interests of their people. Plato, Socrates, and 
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Thucydides recognized that democracy presented conflict and pitted individuals who 

were deemed citizens against each other, and whoever’s interests were more important 

were validated (Dunn, 1992). Democracy was inclusive only if the powerful allowed it to 

be. It was not communal. This type of conflict and the individualistic cultural 

conversation goes into the European cultural worldview that Kambon articulated 

(Baldwin & Hopkins, 1990). The democracy that was constructed via Western thought 

and philosophy comes from a conflictual and individualistic structure. 

Magna Carta Lineage to the United States 

The documentary describes England as the “mother and father of America” 

(Nubian Spirit: The African Legacy of the Nile Valley, 2008). The same thing can be 

inferred about the Magna Carta, the British political and cultural document that has 

influenced the formation of the U.S. Constitution. The Magna Carta document King John 

signed in 1215 (Magna Carta A & E Networks, 2009). This document was supposed to 

be a truce between the King and his Barons because King John continued to oppress the 

barons economically and politically. The Barons’ armies were stronger than King John’s 

army, so he was forced to sign a contract that circumvented his absolute rule. If he 

violated this tenet, then he was confronted by his subjects regarding power. The Magna 

Carta’s legacy was that the document bound the King to the subservience of the law or 

contract that he signed (Painter, 1947).  

The Magna Carta is the cultural foundation of the U.S. Constitution. Hazeltine 

(1917) wrote about the document’s influence upon the development of this nation’s 

constitution:  
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Indeed, rightly to understand the constitutional and legal history of the colonies 

and the United States of America, in each period of which the Magna Carta plays 

a role, we should not forget that the Englishmen who settled in America in the 

Seventeenth century inherited all the past ages of English history. To them 

belonged the institutions and ideas that were inextricably bound up with Magna 

Carta and the Common Law; to them belonged the legal traditions of 

colonization; to them belonged the legal practices of the Tudor age—the age that 

immediately preceded the period of colonization. The colonies did not fail to enter 

upon their inheritance. Colonial institutions and principles, both public and 

private law, retained much of Tudor and the pre-Tudor traditions. Even today, 

American institutions and policies bear the impress of its influence. (p. 2).  

The above quote alludes to the fact that the individuals who created the law of the 

United States founded it in the cultural lineage from which they came. They made it 

based on how they understood political structure and direction from their cultural 

foundation. Hazeltine (1917) argued that the individuals who came over from England 

set up colonial governments that mirrored the Magna Carta. The initial Bill of Rights was 

said to be the direct descendant of the Magna Carta and English constitutional ideas and 

practices (Hazeltine, 1917, p. 2). Also, there was a prominent presence of attorneys who 

were trained in British law. Twenty-five members who signed the Declaration of 

Independence were lawyers, and 31 members of the Constitutional Convention were 

attorneys (Hazeltine, 1917, pp. 21–22). Most of these individuals had Africans who they 

enslaved and viewed as lower than animals. They also did not include them in the 
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writings of the U.S. Constitution because they did not see Africans as humans.   The next 

sections are the theoretical and historical groundings of this work. Afrocentricity is the 

guiding theoretical framework, while maroonage serves as its historical milieu.  Agency 

Reduction Formation and Double Consciousness also informed this work as well.  

Theoretical Foundations 

Afrocentricity (Agency/Victorious Consciousness)  

Afrocentricity is the theoretical foundation that grounded this work. According to 

Asante (1991), it “is the study of the ideas and events from the standpoint of Africans as 

the key players rather than victims. This theory becomes an authentic relationship to the 

centrality of our own reality, and fundamentally empirical project” (Asante, 1991, p. 

172). Put another way, Afrocentricity is placing African-descended people at the center 

of their analysis. Afrocentricity allows individuals to speak for themselves about the 

phenomena that affect them and makes them the centralized voices to shift and change 

that reality for their benefit.  

The concepts of Agency and Victorious Consciousness reside within the 

theoretical parameters of Afrocentricity. Asante (2007) articulated that agency itself can 

provide the psychological and cultural resources necessary to advance human freedom. 

Asante (2009) also expressed the notion that for African agency and space to be realized, 

the language of liberation is not antithetical to African people.  Also, African people must 

create that language from the circumstances of their historical lives. 

Asante (2007) noted that Afrocentricity liberates the African by establishing 

agency as the critical component for freedom. This project examined how Africana 
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people who do not vote express their agency and discover whether they have cultural 

norms and values that inform that choice to not engage politically via voting. Mazama 

(2005) stated, “at its core, Afrocentricity is a theory concerned with African 

epistemological relevance, also referred to as centeredness or location. This viewpoint 

can add to the discussion within Africana Studies on how Africana people view 

themselves and articulate their agency by not just having conversations about who to 

vote. It also sought to normalize individuals within the Black community who choose not 

to vote—this project aimed to find out in various ways how agency is achieved within 

this political system.  

This project sought to identify what type of consciousness drove the participants 

not to vote. Asante stated that there are two types of consciousness, namely (a) towards 

oppression and (b) towards victory (Asante, 1988, p. 50). A consciousness towards 

oppression, Asante asserted, constitutes a fractured consciousness. When consciousness 

is produced from an African American political sense, the impression is that anything 

substantial can only be done by fully assimilating and participating within the American 

voting process. The agency of Black people, therefore, is placed on the periphery 

mindset. Asante stated that Black people could know what is going on within society but 

not know how to get out of the predicament (Asante, 1988). Mazama (2003) stressed the 

importance of Africology within an africological project: “Within Africology, issues 

about African cosmology, epistemology, axiology, and aesthetic must be raised…Asante 

identifies the seven subject Africological fields: communicative, social, historical, 

cultural, political, economic, and psychological while recognizing three possible 
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approaches: functional, categorical, and etymological. Africology concerns itself with the 

whole African world, i.e., is Pan-African in scope” (Mazama, p. 24).  This study sought 

to discover whether those cultural markers play a part in their nonvoting practices. This 

work also investigated ways in which Black Philadelphians articulate avenues that they 

see as liberatory for them. 

This study grounded itself in Afrocentricity to examine the participants’ agency 

level to see whether it was either empowered or reduced by not participating within the 

American political process. First, however, it is imperative to know where the individuals 

are in their political engagement. Then, these possible avenues of resistance/liberation 

can be positively looked upon as viable options for the Africana community. 

Agency Reduction Formation/Double Consciousness 

Agency formation theory is a theoretical argument set forth by Michael Tillotson 

that was used to scrutinize voting to reduce the agency of African people within the 

American political context. Agency reduction formation theory is defined as “any system 

of thought that distracts, neutralizes, or reduces the need and desire for an assertive 

collective agency by African Americans” (Tillotson, 2011). This study examined whether 

those who choose not to vote were trying to assert their individual or collective agency. 

This work explored how Black people who did not vote amplify or reduce their agency 

by choosing not to engage with the American political system politically. In addition, this 

project investigated whether Africana people feel that their agency was decreased by not 

voting. It also interrogated the importance of African Americans protecting themselves in 
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a myriad of ways, just not in the methods that are socially and politically accepted by the 

dominant culture.  

Du Bois’ (1903) double consciousness is a well-known concept that theorists and 

scholars employed to describe the sociopolitical and socioeconomic existences of 

communities of African descent within the American milieu. However, double 

consciousness has not been used to examine the political exercise of African descended 

people concerning participating in the political process of America. The concept of 

double consciousness that Du Bois created was to describe the “Negro” standing in 

America. The following quote encompasses Du Bois’ understanding of the African in 

American: 

The ideal of liberty demanded its attainment powerful means, and these the 

Fifteenth Amendment gave him. The Ballot, which before he had looked upon as 

a visible sign of freedom, he now regarded as the chief means of gaining and 

perfecting the liberty with which war had partially endowed him. And why not? 

Had not votes made war and emancipated millions? Had not votes enfranchised 

the freedmen? Was anything impossible to a power that had done all this? (Du 

Bois, 1903) 

Du Bois (1934) posited voting to allow Africans in America to obtain this notion 

of freedom through assimilation into the American system. This freedom spoke to the 

“nation within a nation” that he presented in his speech: 

For a nation with this start in culture and efficiency to sit down and await the 

salvation of a white God is idiotic. With the use of their political power, their 
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power as consumers, and their brainpower, added to that chance of personal 

appeal which proximity and neighborhood always give to human beings, Negroes 

can develop in the United States an economic nation within a nation, able to work 

through inner cooperation to found its own institutions, to educate its genius, and 

at the same time, without mob violence or extremes of race hatred, to keep in 

helpful touch and cooperate with the mass of the nation. This has happened more 

often than most people realize, in the case of groups not so obviously separated 

from the mass of people as are American Negroes. It must happen in our case or 

there is no hope for the Negro in America. (Du Bois, 1934) 

Du Bois talked about the national-within-a-nation signifier within a speech in 1934.  He 

talked about how African Americans constituted a sub-nation within the American 

national conversation.  However, he still believed in the notion of voting to gain 

important Black political gains and socio-economic opportunities to sustain that nation.  

Those attitudes drastically changed when he wrote about his non-voting stance during the 

1956 U.S. Presidential election. 

This concept of a nation-within-a-nation spoke about Africans in America 

negotiating their place or “two-ness” within the American political process. Africans who 

find themselves within that “double-consciousness” concept spoken about by Du Bois to 

assimilate within the American ethos. They appear to see the value of political 

participation recognized by America as a viable community within the American project. 

Du Bois continues to talk about this concept of acceptance in the following passage: 
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If the leading Negro classes cannot assume and bear the uplift of their own 

proletariat, they are doomed for all time. It is not a case of ethics; it is a plain case 

of necessity. The method by which this may be done is, first, for the American 

Negro to achieve a new economic solidarity…It may be said that this matter of a 

nation within a nation has already been partially accomplished in the organization 

of the Negro church, the Negro school, and the Negro retail business, and despite 

all the justly due criticism, the result has been astonishing. The great majority of 

American Negroes are divided not only for religious but for a large number of 

social purposes into self-supporting economic units, self-governed, self-directed.  

Du Bois (1903) continued to discuss the veil, a physical and psychological understanding 

that every African-descended individual born in America is imbued. The veil is a concept 

utilized for the cultural and political outlook that always envisions their existence in 

America from a foundational understanding of injustice and resistance. It is an intangible 

barrier that surrounds Blackness/African-ness in America and separates him from Whites 

themselves―the barrier constructed by Whites for the conception of Africanness within 

Blackness: 

The Negro is. . . born with a veil and gifted with a second-sight in this American 

world – a world which yields to him no true self-consciousness but only lets him 

see himself through the revelation of the other world. It is a peculiar sensation, 

this double-consciousness, this sense of always looking at oneself through the 

eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that looks on in 

amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his twoness – an American, a Negro; 
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two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one 

dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder. The 

history of the American Negro is the history of this strife – this longing to attain 

self-conscious manhood, to merge his double self into a better and truer self. In 

this merging he wishes neither of the older selves to be lost. He would not 

Africanize America, for America has too much to teach the world and Africa. He 

would not bleach his Negro soul in a flood of white Americanism, for he knows 

that Negro blood has a message for the world. He simply wishes to make it 

possible to be both a Negro and an American, without being cursed and spat upon 

by his fellows, without having the doors of Opportunity closed roughly in his 

face. (Du Bois, 1903) 

Gilroy also spoke about this identity in the Black Atlantic: 

The second is recognizable through the protracted struggles to win human status 

and the consequent bourgeois rights and liberties for the free black populations of 

the modernized and industrialized countries in which Liberty, Justice, and Right 

get marked “For White People Only.” These struggles were above all a quest for 

citizenship, whether conducted in the context of state-managed migrant labor 

systems or in less formal and less centralized structures of racial subordination. 

This dynamic is connected both to the political forms that succeed it and to the 

slavery that preceded it. (Gilroy, 1993) 

The above passage explained Gilroy’s steps that Black Americans take to 

negotiate their standing in America. There were two more stages of autonomy and 
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agency that he explored past this political, economic, and social identity that the African 

in America found themselves. Gilroy continued to talk about liberation as the final stage 

of Africans in America as they navigate towards freedom.  

This final component encompassed the desire of American and Caribbean blacks 

to secure an independent African homeland in Liberia and elsewhere. It relates 

also to the encroachment of European colorizers into the African continent and to 

the complex political conflicts which grew up around the need to liberate Africa. 

Though vitally important in its own right, the liberation of Africa also operates as 

an analog for the acquisition of black autonomy in general. It is typically 

presented as a homological point of reference by means of which local or even 

individual progress towards various forms of self-determination could be 

evaluated against the global dynamics involved. (Gilroy, 1993) 

The concepts previously mentioned were essential to inform this study, but those 

concepts did not go far enough in terms of the africological framing of African 

Americans’ experiences. This project sought to study how these participants utilized their 

nonvoting stances to showcase their agency from an Afrocentric perspective. It centered 

their views, experiences, and political centering to conceptualize what freedom and 

resistance meant for them. Their political positionality helped connect their political 

nonparticipation to the concept of maroonage.  

Maroonage: Borderland and Hitherland Maroons  

Historically speaking, people educated within the American educational system 

(and throughout the Western Hemisphere) have heard of Africans situated in the global 
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location known as the Americas exercising their impacted autonomy/agency through 

these means: (a) destroying goods and property that were utilized on the plantation; (b) 

escaping from physical enslavement from the American South to the American 

North/Canada by the usage of the Underground Railroad; (c) returning to the African 

continent, either by way of Garvey or Western imagined concepts of Africa (i.e., 

Liberia); and (d) escaping to Indigenous Nations’ locations to exercise their freedom 

outside of returning to Africa due to a lack of resources to do so. However, the education 

system of the Western world has failed to properly examine and center their analysis of 

another nation-within-a-nation concept that is radically different than the accepted 

formation of Blackness/Africanness in America: the African Maroons of America. This 

project posited these articulations of African existence as the precursor and proper 

centering of those who chose not to vote as a means of liberatory exercises of agency 

with a short-and-long-term plan for African freedom. 

Maroons as an examined phenomenon have been investigated within the 

academy. Maroons refer to African people who freed themself from enslavement in the 

Americas and lived in areas away from the plantations. Some self-liberated people 

established permanent or semi-permanent towns for themselves in hidden places not far 

from the plantations, a process known as marronage (sometimes also spelled maroonage 

or maroonage) (Hurst, 2019). The word “Maroon” typically refers to North American 

self-liberated enslaved people, and it likely came from the Spanish word cimarron or 

cimarron, meaning “wild.” However, those communities of African people worked in 

ways that challenged the colonial and White supremacist system set up by European 
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powers.  Several scholars, such as Price (1978), Thompson (2006), Millet (2013), and 

Diouf (2014), have examined the various dimensions of the life of maroon communities 

of the Americas.  These communities sometimes stayed in proximity to the plantation to 

acquire resources/other Africans from the plantation or stayed away for good. Diouf 

(2014) examined the significance of these communities in her book, Slavery’s Exiles: 

The Story of the American Maroons. She posited that these communities were most likely 

made up of Africans from the continent who escaped enslavement when they first got to 

America or soon afterward (Diouf, 2014). What makes their existence important to this 

dissertation is that the maroon communities served as collections of people that existed 

(in more significant numbers before the Civil War and singular in nature contemporary 

speaking) as a nation within a nation in America,  Diouf stated that these communities 

engaged with the local plantation economy/economic system to get goods and supplies or 

attempted to transition away from reliance upon that system.  However, maroon 

communities chose to either somewhat engage with the American plantation system or 

not at all. These communities were pursued endlessly by plantation owners and other 

institutions to stamp out this type of Black resistance to the plantation system. 

The two concepts of maroonage from Diouf’s (2014) work used in this study are: 

(a) borderland maroonage and (b) hitherland maroonage. Borderland Maroons, according 

to Diouf, were African-descended people who ran away from enslavement but bordered 

the plantations (Diouf, 2014, p, 78). These individuals would stay close to the plantation, 

hidden from sight but close to their families (Diouf, 2014, p. 79). They also deprived the 

plantation of their labor and their bodies for its services while getting food, information, 
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and goods from those still enslaved upon the plantation (Diouf, 2014, p. 79). These 

actions were especially dangerous for the individual(s) who performed this type of 

proximity freedom from the plantation. They were close enough to the plantation to see 

their families but could not be fully reunited with them unless they ran away. Some of 

these individuals escaped by themselves while others left with their spouses. 

These borderland Maroons could be physically free from the terrors of 

enslavement that the plantation life imposed upon Black bodies. Still, they could not 

grow crops or erect large settlements due to their proximity to the plantation (Diouf, 

2014, p. 79). Moreover, their physical closeness to the plantation kept them under 

constant danger of being discovered by those who sought to bring them back into the 

plantation life. As a result, they gathered goods such as food, ammunition, guns, and 

other tools needed from the plantation and other sources to sustain themselves. 

Hitherland maroons, as defined by Diouf (2014), were African-descended 

individuals who ran away from the plantation and rarely, if at all, engaged with the 

plantation system (Diouf, 2014, p. 130). They usually settled in small and large 

communities of African-descended people that proved to be inaccessible to individuals 

who wanted to invade and destroy those types of settlements. These maroons erected 

communities that were more autonomous than their Borderland maroon counterparts, and 

they usually grew crops and erected settlements that sheltered them from the elements. 

Hitherland Maroons also interacted and recruited borderland maroons and other African-

descended people within their communities. These communities were not too far from 

European and other Western settlements, but they were not easily accessible to those who 
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sought them out. As Hilliard (1995) stated when he made the distinction between simple 

freedom and maroonage, “simple and simple freedom were liberty with an aim. 

Maroonage, on the other hand, was freedom for survival and cultural continuity” 

(Hilliard, 1995, p 54). However, this recruitment and access into the hitherland Maroon 

communities were not blindly given to those who sought entry into such spaces due to 

Black individuals serving as spies to reveal these locations to those who wanted the 

downfall of said communities to occur (Hilliard, 1995, p 137). 

This dissertation proposes that Black Philadelphians who do not vote, either ever 

or conditionally, politically maneuver similarly to how the Borderland and Hitherland 

maroons.   These participants work and live in America.  However, they either sometimes 

engage in the voting process or not at all. Some of the participants identified and saw 

their existence as African American concerning Civil Rights, while others see themselves 

within the scope of Black Nationalist and Pan-African viewpoints. This study posited 

their nonvoting practices as political maroonage. These individuals utilized their 

permanent or conditional nonvoting statuses to remove them from participating in the 

voting process while still pulling resources from said political institutions. They either 

removed themselves (hitherland political Maroons) or conditionally engage for various 

reasons (borderland political Maroons).  

The following section examines the overview of the history of Black political 

engagement in America. Next, it chronicles the fight for Blacks to gain access to the 

voting process.  Finally, it examines whether the right to vote has eradicated the social 

ills that have plagued African people within the United States. 



 

 26 

The History of Black Political Engagement and the Unrealized Dream 

Radical Reconstruction: The Glimpse into Citizenship 

The struggle for Black people in America to be fully included in the American 

political system is a long and arduous one.  Evidence has suggested that African people 

arrived in America as early as the sixteenth century (Van Sertima, 1976).  However, the 

continued existence of African-descended people on American shores started with the 

arrival of twenty Africans in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619.  These first Africans set foot 

upon American soil as enslaved Africans (Barker, 1999).  However, the status of most 

African people changed from indentured servitude to enslavement based upon race was 

refined over the next several decades.  Du Bois (1935) argued that America’s Founding 

Fathers contorted mightily to ensure the issue of slavery would not appear in the U.S. 

Constitution. In effect, Black enslavement became the economic foundation of American 

capitalism.   

 However, there have always been freed African-descended people within the 

American socio-political milieu. For example, when the United States became a republic 

in 1790, 59,000 free Blacks—27,000 in the North and 32,000 in the South (Walton, 1972; 

Barker 1999).  Although these early African-descended people were given to right to vote 

in most states, these individuals were almost completely disenfranchised by the 1840s.  

These states enforced these voter restrictions upon free African-descended people by 

utilizing freedom papers and severely imposing limitations on which occupations these 

individuals could obtain. 
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 Before the U.S. Civil War, the federal government worked to solidify White 

supremacy within the social fabric of American social and political life. For example, the 

United States’ concept of being a “White Man’s Country” enacted federal policies that 

allowed full citizenship to only White men (Litwack, 1961, p. 31).  During the 1857 Dred 

Scott case, this doctrine came to a head when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Black 

had no rights in which Whites were bound to respect (Dred Scott, 1857).  This case 

solidified Black social and political oppression within the United States and continued the 

slavery question that led to the U.S. Civil War. 

 After the defeat of the South in the U.S. Civil War, the question of Reconstruction 

came to the forefront of American politics.  The first draft of Reconstruction came from 

President Abraham Lincoln.  His Reconstruction plan helped usher in the Thirteenth 

Amendment, which barred legal enslavement of citizens except in the case of a felony 

(Thirteenth Amendment, 1865).  Lincoln wanted to implement his Ten percent plan and 

indicated that some Blacks men should have the right to vote.  However, he was 

assassinated before he put this plan into action in April of 1865.  His death left the role of 

African-descended people in limbo.  

 After Lincoln’s assassination, two ideas of what Reconstruction should entail 

developed.  Newly inaugurated President Johnson, President Lincoln’s vice president, 

held a deep disdain for Blacks.  He pardoned all White Southerners except for 

Confederate leaders whose wealth exceeded $20,000 (Appiah & Gates, 2003). Johnson 

also relaxed the requirements for the Confederate states to rejoin the Union and allowed 

for those states to institute the Black Codes.  These state statutes limited Black mobility 
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and economic opportunities to recreate the plantation system that predated the Civil War.  

This action infuriated members of Congress. They refused to allow the former 

Confederate cabinet members to be seated in the congressional chambers and drafted 

their Reconstruction plan in 1866.  Their plan bestowed citizenship upon Black men, 

allowed Black men to access the ballot box, guaranteed due process and equal protection 

under the federal government, and allowed access to all public accommodations (Barker, 

1999).  Johnson tried to stop these congressional stipulations by vetoing the Civil Rights 

Act and the Freedmen’s Bureau Act of 1866. However, Congress overrode Johnson’s 

vetoes and soon ratified the Fourteenth Amendment.  The Fourteenth and Fifteenth 

Amendments expanded Black men’s access to voting.  

 During this Congressional Reconstruction era, Black representation skyrocketed.  

Freed Blacks voted almost exclusively Republican in the 1866 Congressional elections, 

and they joined state and local governments. About a thousand delegates were throughout 

the American South, with over twenty-five percent of those delegates were of African 

descent (Foner, 1995). P.B.S. Pinchback became the first Black governor in United States 

history, while Blanche K. Bruce was a U.S. senator from Mississippi.  Sixteen Black men 

served in the U.S. Congress during the Radical Reconstruction era.  Even progressive 

policies such as state-funded public schools, fairer tax systems, and outlawing 

discrimination in public transportation systems were enacted through this period.   

 The White Southern pushback against Reconstruction was fierce.  Whites 

Southerners could not accept the notion of their former enslaved African-descended men 

holding equal political status as them.  Southern Democrats worked politically to 
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dislodge Congressional Reconstruction while White mob violence and the Klu Klux Klan 

terrorized Black men into suppressing Black male suffrage (Foner, 1995).  Also, 

Reconstruction began to lose Northern support as congressional leaders looked to 

stimulate the economy in 1873.  Along with waning Congressional and Presidential 

support for Black suffrage, coupled with the Supreme Court cases of Slaughterhouse, 

Cruikshank, and Reese, eroded protections for Black people.  Finally, the Compromise of 

1877 ended Reconstruction and widespread Black suffrage.  The Republicans were able 

to keep the White House but allowed for “Home Rule” in South Carolina, Florida, and 

Louisiana (Appiah and Gates, 2003).  These actions placed Blacks under the rule of Jim 

Crow and “back towards slavery (Du Bois, 1935).  

Second Reconstruction: The Voting Rights Act of 1965 

Before the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the fight for African-descended people to 

achieve voting rights continued under the looming shadow of Jim Crow.  The 

Grandfather Clause, which only allowed those individuals whose grandfathers could vote 

before 1866, was unconstitutional in the Guinn decision.  However, exclusionary laws 

that prevented Black suffrage were not deemed unconstitutional until 1944 in the 

Allwright Supreme Court Case (Barker, 1999).  Also, the Great Migrations of African-

descended people from the South to the North increased political participation within 

those northern cities.  This Black political force started being courted by Franklin 

Roosevelt, which created the Democratic courtship of northern Black people. Finally, the 

Brown v. Board of Education ruling of 1954, which declared the separate but equal 

doctrine unconstitutional, helped spur the Civil Rights Movement.  The Civil Rights Act 
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and Twenty-Fourth Amendment of 1964, alongside the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 

helped confront legal forms of segregation and discrimination. 

After the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which empowered the federal government to 

oversee voter registrations and elections with a history of Black disenfranchisement, 

transformed the political landscape.  This act helped to usher in new Black political 

representation across the United States, especially within metropolitan areas with large 

Black populations.  From 1965 to 1988 alone, Black individuals registered to vote more 

than doubled in states with a historical record of disenfranchisement (Center for 

American Progress, 2017   Blacks leveraged their newfound political power to push for 

more economic gains within the United States (Appiah and Gates, 2003).  Affirmative 

action and other governmental initiatives were created to help create equity within the 

American workforce.  America also had elected Barack Obama, the first Black President 

of the United States, in 2008.  ).  Also, Black representation can be found in all levels of 

the government.  As of 2021, there are 106 Black mayors in the United States (African 

American Mayors Association, 2021), no current Black state governor (National 

Governor’s Association, 2021, 57 Black U.S. Congressional members (U.S. House of 

Representatives, 2021), and three Black U.S. Senators (the U.S. Senate, 2021).  These 

political achievements have not materialized social, political, and economic equity for 

Black people.  However, the dream of that equity realized through the ballot box has not 

yielded true equality with White America.   Black America still statistically lags behind 

their White counterparts.  A 2020 Senate Report on the State of Black America reported 

these grim realities for African-descended people: 
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 The median wealth of Black families is $17,000, while White families median 

wealth is $171,000 

 42% of Black families own their homes, while 73% of White families own their 

homes. 

 Incarceration rates for Black Americans are nearly six times the rate for White 

Americans. 

 Obtaining a college degree does not decrease the wealth gap between Blacks and 

Whites. 

 Life expectancy for Blacks is lower than their White counterparts. 

 Voter Suppression of Blacks still exists today.   

Even scholars have examined the role that racism and have played upon African-

descended people.  Walters (2005) articulated that the right to vote is an instrument of 

citizenship for African people in America. African people were enslaved by most of the 

writers of the American Constitution and deemed them unworthy of consideration into 

that political system because they viewed Africans as nonhuman entities. Feagin (2010) 

articulated this oppressive political and social system as the “house” of racism. He argued 

that the U.S. foundation was designed to create wealth and privilege for those 

transplanted Europeans who stole indigenous peoples' lands and enslaved Africans 

(Feagin, 2010, p. 29). The American political system, from its inception, built its 

contemporary economic and political influence based upon subjugating of people of color 

while justifying that racism through its authoritative rhetoric of oppression.  

Feagin (2010) based this premise upon the racist origins of the U.S. Constitution. 

He argued that while most Americans believe that this document was created to solidify 

the emerging country’s unity, it was designed to maintain racial separation and 

oppression at the time and for the near future (Feagin, 2010, p. 6). He further argued that 

the institution of the enslavement of Africans in America was allowed because the 
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framers of the U.S. Constitution had a vested interest in the vitality of what Paulo Freire 

calls the “dehumanization” of the oppressed (Freire, 1970, p. 26). The U.S. Constitution’s 

framers had tried to take humanity from the Africans to justify their suppression. Thus, 

this country’s freedom depended on the enslavement of Africans and other groups of 

colors to maintain White rule. 

As seen above, Black participation within the political process has only elevated 

some individuals within the Black community.  It has not closed the wealth gap, raised 

Black homeownership, stopped mass incarceration, or elevated Black life expectancy.  

Even obtaining a college degree has not significantly closed the economic gap between 

Blacks and Whites in America.  The next section delves into the scholarship around the 

levels of Black voter participation.  It also investigates what literature about Black non-

voters is within the scholarly community. 

Black Voter Participation/Non-Participation Literature  

Many scholars and activists have examined the various effects of the power of the 

vote regarding the African American community. This literature review is by no means 

exhaustive regarding having every scholar mentioned who has written about how the 

Black community has or has not utilized voting. However, it does inform the readers of 

what has been stated about this issue of balloting. It situates this research within the 

breath of those conversations about how the African American community could use its 

voting more expansively while re-centering itself to a cultural understanding of self to 

become a more robust and cohesive unit. This study centered itself on how it plans to add 

to the discussion from the individuals who have previously tackled voting participation. 
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W. E B Du Bois (1956) articulated his feeling about voting in his article “Why I Won’t 

Vote.”  Du Bois stated his dissatisfaction with the presidential choices presented to the 

American public because they did not interrogate or even hold a conversation about 

issues that were relevant to the lives of African American people. Du Bois tried to go the 

third-party route but finally realized that the path of the third-party ticket was a ticket of 

protest and not real change. He did not identify the two-party system of American 

politics as two separate evil entities. Du Bois saw them as one evil that proliferated itself 

on the lives of African American people. He caused them to be in an endless cycle of 

choosing the lesser of two evils that terrorized the Black body through the socioeconomic 

and sociopolitical sphere. Du Bois eventually decided not to vote and instead use his 

nonvote as a form of protest and influence others to do the same. 

Du Bois (1956) looked at salvation towards the hills and towers of the Soviet 

Union. He felt that the communist state would align itself with the African American 

community to bring some semblance of change within the American political system. 

This proposal will come from the cultural standing, grounding, and resistance of Africans 

themselves. They are all that they need to liberate themselves and rearticulate what it 

means to be autonomous and unrestricted. They do not need the white gaze to realize 

their worth. The people themselves must know it.  

Malcolm X (1964) continued the conversation of Black voter participation in his 

speech “The Ballot or the Bullet.” In this speech, Malcolm agreed with Du Bois that the 

two-party system had not done anything significant for the African American community 

(Malcolm X, 1964). He also vehemently analyzed the Black community's trust in the 
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Democratic Party because he stated that this political party had only placed the wishes of 

the Black community, at best, on the periphery of their political agenda. Malcolm also 

verbalized that if you situated your trust within an entity that did not have your 

community’s interest at heart, you were not only dumb but a traitor to your people. He 

articulated that the Black community placed the interest of the party above the benefit of 

the people just because the party marginally acknowledged the existence of Blackness. 

However, Malcolm X departed from Du Bois by stating that the Black community must 

utilize the vote as a bullet to get the community's needs while looking at outside entities 

to analyze and curtail the racist American system (i.e., the United Nations). Malcolm X 

also used Black Nationalism to galvanize a call that invoked the commonalities among 

groups within the African American community to invest in their own economic, 

political, and communal welfare.  

This study falls more in line with Malcolm X’s exertion of political engagement. 

Yes, Black political participation must fall outside the dichotomy of the American 

political system because, at best, it places the community's needs on the periphery of 

political engagement and, at worse, demonizes and omits the presence and existence of 

the community Blackness altogether. However, this study disagreed with the assertion 

that African Americans must only utilize the strategy of galvanizing the United Nations 

to heed their call. This study looked at that solution as an over-utilized approach because 

the very nation that needs conviction is an influential organization member. They will not 

concede or allow themselves to be analyzed in the same chamber that it holds power. 
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However, this study did look to other entities, organizations, and groups that share the 

concerns about what Western imperialism has against Black and Brown skin bodies.  

Dawson (1994) wrote about the intersection of race and class within his book 

Behind the Mule: Race and Class in African American Politics. He investigated whether 

class or race was the more critical classification that shaped African American politics. 

He argued that this has the central theme in studying African American society and 

ethnic politics (Dawson, 1994, p. 5). Dawson developed a group-interests framework that 

looked at African American politics that drew its theoretical foundations from 

psychology while utilizing the 1984–1988 National Black Election Panel Study data.  

This national political survey of African Americans provided a detailed political 

portrayal of Black America. He discovered that “linked fate,” or the belief that one’s fate 

is linked to that of the racial group (Dawson, 1994, p. 80), was present, but it became 

more stratified as the economic issues of the Black community became more 

pronounced. He identified four futures of Black Politics: (a) the pluralist dream 

(economic/racial environments improve and thus mitigating radical/resistance tendencies 

among African Americans); (b) unite and fight (economics deteriorate while racial 

coalitions strengthen and class consciousness is the foundational factor influencing Black 

Politics); (c) the two Black movements (economic climate improved while racial 

environment deteriorated would lead to an adversarial and contentious environment 

where two Black political movements would clash over strategies/tactics. As a result, the 

Black middle class would cater to the protection of human/civil rights and turn away 

from the more militant conversations from the Black poor.  Finally, the politics of 
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isolation (continued deterioration of economic and racial climate would force African 

Americans of all class backgrounds to participate in third-party or independent political 

movements (Dawson, 1994, pp. 208-211). However, Dawson feared that the political 

divisions within the Black community would lead to the Black middle-class as seeing the 

survival of the Black poor as futile and not worthy, and the “linked fate” would be 

severed for the survival of the Black middle class (Dawson, 1994, p. 212). 

Taylor’s (2011) Black Nationalism in the United States: From Malcolm X to 

Barack Obama investigated Black Nationalism within Black politics from the political 

foundations of Malcolm X within the 1960s to Barack Obama’s first presidential term 

from 2008-2011. He argued that Black elitists had employed the Black political trajectory 

and strategies that have been used, and even the philosophical study of Black politics has 

been complicit as a failed praxis for the Black masses (Taylor, 2011, p. 17–8). He argued 

that these praxis separate within the class divisions of the Black community and do not 

serve the Black community at large. He posits that the Black Nationalism tradition is 

rooted within Black spiritual practices and the Black Christian tradition (Taylor, 2011, 

pp. 17–18).  

This dissertation does highlight Black Nationalism as a cultural marker with the 

consciousness of African and African-descended people. Black Christianity has been 

utilized and heralded as one of the lead components of the struggle for freedom within 

the Black resistance tradition within that cultural maker. However, I posit within this 

work that the fight against White supremacy and towards liberation is housed within the 
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cultural consciousness of African-descended people that goes back further than the 

historical milieu that Taylor grounds his work in.  

Harris (2012) examined the expectations of the Black community concerning the 

outcomes of politically supporting the first Black President in the United States in his 

book The Price of the Ticket: Barack Obama and the Rise and Decline of Black Politics. 

He examined the price of Black communal political practices in protecting a Black 

presidential figure that, in his words, has placed the needs of the Black community as 

secondary to his survival to holding the most powerful position in the global community. 

He argued that the race-conscious political avenue that the Black community employed 

over the years failed to produce the expected outcomes. He argued that the weakening of 

the 1965 Voting Rights Act and the continuation of Black bodies being assassinated were 

executed under the presidency of Barack Obama. He could not be held accountable due 

to our need to protect him from outside adversarial organizations and entities. He posited 

that the Black community needs to re-examine their political strategies to a more 

strategic and independent-based political one.  

This study concurred with Harris’ examination of the issue of trusting a political 

figurehead to absorb and implement communal-based solutions that speak specifically to 

communities of color. However, this study did not look to engage in what Asante deemed 

the “myth of messianism” (Asante, 2005, p. 47). This study sought not to see the Black 

community’s political salvation within one person or groups of people. Instead, it looked 

to centralize the liberatory political practices within a cultural and community dynamic. 

The strength of liberation depends upon us and not upon one person.  
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Walters (2005) examined the power of the Black vote in his book Freedom is Not 

Enough: Black Voters, Black Candidates, and American Presidential Politics. He argued 

that the goal of Black Politics is to obtain full citizenship with the American 

sociopolitical milieu (Walters, 2005). He examined the political faith that the African 

American community has within the Democratic Party and finds it wanting. His solution 

was to employ an independent political strategy rooted in the self-determination rhetoric 

that Malcolm X expressed within his Ballot and the Bullet speech. Walters argued that 

the African American community must leverage its political power to achieve true 

equality and freedom (Walters, 2005, pp. 188-208). This type of advantage, he argued, is 

encompassed within the avenues of electoral reform, campaigning, multicultural 

politics/alliances, and viability of a Black presidential candidate (which was realized with 

the ascension of President Barack Obama) (Walters, 2005, pp. 188-208). Mazama (2007) 

stated this about Obama, “Thus, an examination of the Barack Obama phenomenon, from 

the standpoint of African American voters, should yield valuable insights into critical 

issues about Black identity, Black racial attitudes, Pan-African consciousness (or lack 

of), as well as cultural dislocation, and their impact on Black voters’ decision to support 

or not support Obama’s quest for the highest political office in the United States 

(Mazama, 2007, p. 3). This study recognized the validity of Walters’ viewpoint of 

formulating a strategic foundation for navigating the American political system. 

However, it rejected the contention that equity and liberation can be primarily achieved 

through the voting system. Instead, it can be utilized as a means to an end.  
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Nunnally (2011) examined the growing level of distrust that the African 

American community has within the American political arena in her article 

“(Dis)counting on democracy to work” and her book Trust in Black America (2012). 

Nunnally argued that African Americans understand the American political processes 

through the prism of institutionalized racial discrimination and vote within the American 

political system as a group due to notions of communal survival (Nunnally, 2011, p. 

938). This racial discrimination has broken the faith of the Black community in realizing 

the dream of equality within the American context. She achieved this by analyzing public 

opinion data that suggested such distrust continues to grow. She continued discussing the 

psychological damage that Blacks have amassed from being entrapped in a White-

dominated political system. However, she did call for repairing the psychological injuries 

incurred by African Americans to foster trust for the future (Nunnally, 2012, pp. 233–

240).  

Wilson (1998) examined the question of the political power of African-descended 

persons in his book Blueprint for Black Power. This publication reviewed the 

multiplicities of power that African-descended people do not have within the American 

context. He examined how White domination is exuded and how African-descended 

people are affected by that dominance. However, he also provided political, economic, 

and moral solutions for Africans in America to circumvent the White elite's power in this 

country. These solutions could also be utilized by African people located across the 

globe. This study worked to continue his essential work into the twenty-first century. 
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Some studies examined the political attitudes of African Americans regarding 

having constituted a political/social “home” in America. For example, Walters (1993) 

contextualized the divergence of Black political thinking in his book Pan Africanism in 

the African Diaspora. He articulated the difference between the accommodationist 

political tradition and the resistance political culture (Walters, 2005). Brown and Shaw 

did a study, also examined this political tradition within the lens of dichotomous 

dimensions of Cultural and Black Nationalism (Brown & Shaw, 2002, pp. 22–44).  

Some complexities and nuances drive African American politics. These 

complexities were explored in Harris’ (1997) article “The duality complex: An 

unresolved paradox in African American politics.” In this article, Harris integrated the 

double-consciousness of African American political engagement. He argued that the 

political urges of African Americans were by-products of competing core values. These 

values were split between the European conception of individualism and the African 

understanding of collective consciousness. The duality, Harris argued, occurs due to the 

lack of that collective political consciousness towards victory and lacking a cultural 

centering emanating from their histories. Harris stated that even though aspects of 

conscious unity within its campaign, African American politics are stymied because they 

become plagued with the “spin-offs” of individualism or engage in de-racialized politics. 

Harris concluded to generate a more liberatory Black political movement, African 

Americans must re-incorporate the centrality of African cultural values within their 

political agenda. 
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Iheduru (2006) continued examining African American dualism within the 

American political context in his article “Social values, democracy, and the problem of 

African American identity.” In this article, Iheduru examined the social values that 

embed themselves within the American political sphere and public policies emanating 

from that area. Iheduru argued that the American political foundation is a Eurocentric 

enterprise with pronounced Eurocentric values. Black Americans, he argued, had to 

dispose of their cultural heritage and value system to gain access to American political 

mechanisms (voting, political recognition/participation). Iherduru argued that the 

delineation of being African American, instead of Black, was a departure from African 

culture because it argued those individuals of African-descent who found themselves in 

America could claim an American identity, thus clamoring for the oppressor to validate 

their existence (Brown & Shaw, 2002, p. 217). This mass participation within the 

American political system, Iherduru argued, further “dualizes” African American 

identity, pushing that identity from its African roots.  

Elwood Watson (1998) examined how Black Conservatism came to fruition in his 

article “Guess what came to American politics?: Contemporary Black conservatism.” In 

this article, Watson discussed the historical lineage of conservatism within the American 

Black community and posited that those Black conservatives lost their cultural and 

historical connection to their community to be more accepted by Republican politicians. 

Even though his publication focused on Black individuals within a political party, it did 

bring to bear the lengths that people will go to be socially accepted by their political 

oppressors.  
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Wilson (2011) examined the level of Black political behavior in his article “How 

are We Doing: Group-based economic assessments and African American political 

behavior.” Wilson sought to connect group-based economic evaluations and Black 

political practices. In other words, does Black political engagement decrease or increase 

due to the economic climate that the community faces? He utilized the 1996 National 

Black Election Study to examine this inquiry. He discovered that unfavorable group 

economics galvanizes Black Americans to vote at a higher volume than years in which 

group economic prosperity was elevated (Wilson, 2012, p. 559). This article was telling 

because it subliminally argued that the group dynamics of Black political participation 

within the American context could be controlled due to the feeling of being economically 

manipulated within the American culture.  

Finally, there is the research that examined the American nonvoter. There were a 

couple of dissertations that investigated the American nonvoter.  Maddox (1978) was the 

first to look at the American nonvoter. However, the researcher could not get access to 

their dissertation. Sharrard (1987) investigated the motivations of the American nonvoter.  

Sharrard examined eight presidential election surveys conducted by the Institute of Social 

Research and six national elections surveys from the U.S. Bureau of the Census. The 

research took into account race, socio-economic, and gender factors within its analysis. 

The dissertation results suggested that uninterest was a major motivation cited by 

nonvoters for not voting in either presidential or off-year elections.  However, this 

dissertation did not focus primarily on African-descended individuals or took into 

account their complicated histories with the United States political system.   
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The final dissertation that examined nonvoters was Hitly (2013).  Her research 

examined the vitality of democracy in relation to the nonvoter.  She did this by reviewing 

the nonvoter’s political preferences within American politics.  Her dissertation utilized 

the dataset of the 2008 Congressional Election Study.  This study examined various 

hypotheses to compare what goes into individuals not voting in the political process.  She 

discovered that voting was not essential for a democracy to function.  However, she did 

not utilize interviews to bolster her claims but the dataset of other organizations to 

support her claims.   

Finally, the Knight Foundation conducted a survey that asked nonvoters from ten 

different states about their feelings about nonvoting and questioned why those chose not 

to vote. After completing the survey and follow-up interviews of those who stated that 

they did not vote, they discovered various reasons people did not engage with the 

political process (Knight Foundation, 2020). One of the first studies of its kind was 

targeting nonvoters, asking them why they did not vote, and figuring out ways to vote in 

the 2020 U.S. Presidential election. In addition, they asked various questions dealing with 

levels of trust for the government, where they got their political information, and why 

they refused to engage with the political system via voting. This study was the closest in 

terms of research that corresponds to what this dissertation sought to discover.  

However, the Knight Foundation Survey had the stated purpose of understanding 

the nonvoters’ reasoning to refuse to engage with the system to use the information to 

create different ways for nonvoters to become involved in politics (Knight Foundation, 

2020). This dissertation sought not to convince the individuals who participated in this 
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study to vote. On the contrary, this dissertation sought to give a platform and a safe space 

for them to express their viewpoints without judgment or persuasion. This study only 

sought to understand why these individuals used this phenomenon and discover what 

influenced their decisions.  

The gap within recent research is that it did not look at or interrogate the validity 

of Black nonparticipation in the American political process as a cultural reality. Current 

literature examined African-descended people within the context of always participating 

with the political process in voting. There was little to no research that examined why 

individuals within the Black community choose not to vote. Numerous popular culture 

articles dealt with the “issue” of the Black nonvoter. However, other than the Knight 

Foundation Study concluded in 2018, no academic studies investigated the nonvoter, 

specifically the Black nonvoter, and why they chose not to vote. Voter apathy is an 

important aspect, but the literature focusing exclusively on Black nonvoters is sparse.  

Also, the research that investigated within Political Science and other disciplines have 

only looked at Black voter participation as the only power that they have within the 

American political system.  This type of understanding of Black political power is not 

Afrocentric in nature.  

This study continued the cultural trajectory of liberatory articulation for African 

descended people. This cultural articulation and grounding are essential because the 

absence of cultural understanding leads to a perpetual pilgrimage into the desert of white 

dominance and the marginalization of Blackness. In other words, African-descended 
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people will continue to seek themselves within someone else’s silhouette rather than 

search for their own.  

The Black Middle Class 

The Black middle class has been a contested and vaguely defined field of study 

since the inception of Du Bois’ (1899) work in The Philadelphia Negro. The Black 

middle class is usually classified as individuals who share similar economic and social 

experiences. They typically hold either white-collar or blue-collar positions such as 

attorneys, entrepreneurs, doctors, social workers, teachers, and service positions. Some 

Black individuals who hold middle-class status in the Black community either have some 

form of college education or hold graduate degrees. They are not socially and 

economically looked upon as those within the White middle-class structure due to 

racism, segregation, past enslavement, and sociopolitical and socioeconomic barriers. 

However, this study focused on this Black middle class, a hard-to-define classification 

within the academic world.  

The first work to engage with the Black middle class was Du Bois (1899). This 

work was the first empirical research that investigated the life of African Americans in 

American society. In this work, he separated the social class of African Americans into 

four sections: (a) the talented and well-to-do, (b) the laborers who made a decent living, 

(c) the working poor (those who were barely making ends meet), and (d) the 

“submerged” tenth (the individuals who were below the line of economic and political 

sustainability) (Du Bois & Anderson, 1899, 1995, p. xix). In this work, Du Bois erected 

the social structure of the Black class system. In addition, they inserted the argument that 
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the conditions of Black people were not the result of the racial make-up but by the 

historical, economic, and social factors that were set up to impact Black people in 

America negatively. The occupations of the more socially and economically secure 

Blacks were schoolteachers, lawyers, doctors, small-business owners, and ministers 

(Anderson, 2000, p. 56). Du Bois’ (1899) study was conducted in Philadelphia, where 

this current study also situated itself.  

Frazier (1957) examined the Black middle class in his book The Black 

Bourgeoisie. Members of the Black middle class roundly critiqued his work due to his 

argument that the Black middle class presented a mirage of upward mobility and prestige 

to get recognition from other racial groups that held more power and prestige than they 

did (Frazier, 1997, p. 188). Frazier also stated that the Black middle class wanted racial 

recognition from the Black lower class while not identifying with them (Frazier, 1997, p. 

190). In addition, he stated that Black middle-class individuals are fearful of competing 

with their White counterparts to be taken seriously (Frazier, 1997, p. 216).  

Wilson (1978) argued that the Black middle class, based on a Weberian analysis, 

also classified the middle class as those who occupied white-collar positions and skilled 

occupations, the working class as those with semi-skilled jobs, and the poor as unskilled 

laborers (Wilson, 1978, p. 180). Wilson argued that race was not the primary determinant 

for Blacks as it had been previously (Wilson, 1978, p. 180). He argued that the Black 

middle-class was achieving better socioeconomic positions while also stating that the 

Black poor sank deeper into poverty and subjugation. This upward mobility was 

completed by more business and educational opportunities for Black people after World 
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War II and the industrial production that came with it. Wilson did not argue that race as a 

factor has disappeared, but it was not as significant as it once was. 

Landry (1987, 2011) employed a similar Weberian analysis when he examined 

the Black middle class. He argued that, while small, the Black middle class existed 

(Landry, 2018). Landry then separated the Black middle class into two trajectories: (a) 

the upper-middle class, which consisted of white-collar professionals, and (b) the lower 

middle class, comprised of technical and service workers. He utilized mixed methods to 

examine the Black middle class in Prince George, Maryland. All his participants were in 

the upper-middle-class category. His work in 1987 and its articulation in 2018 continued 

to argue that Black suburbanization has expanded the Black middle-class sector as a 

growing demographic. 

This current study also employed a Weberian analysis when classifying what the 

Black middle class is within Philadelphia. This study of Black middle-class individuals 

who did not vote in either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections have occupations 

that Weber and the previous Black sociologists considered middle class. It followed the 

same trajectory that the Black middle class has defined in past literature: education, 

occupation, and income (Hunt & Ray, 2021). They ranged from entrepreneurs, white-

collar employment, and various levels of the college experience. Also, their economic 

status, based on the analysis of their occupation via a glassdoor search and the Pew 

Research Center definition of the economic middle class as a one-person household 

based on income from $26,000 to $78,000 (Pew Research Center, 2016). The study 

closely aligned the participants’ income range (Pew Research Center, 2016). 
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Pennsylvanian middle-class classification for a one-person household ranged from 

$25,676 to $77,028 (Pew Research Center, 2016). For this study, middle-class income in 

Philadelphia participants ranged from $25,000 to $75,000. 
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CHAPTER 3 

METHODS 

Chapter 2 introduced the theoretical foundation for this study (Afrocentricity) 

using the primacy of African-descended individuals to talk about their nonvoting stances.  

This chapter discusses the methodology and overall research design for the study.  The 

qualitative research used the interview method to investigate why some Black middle-

class Philadelphians did not vote in either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections. In 

particular, the researcher sought to examine whether those reasons were cultural, racial, 

or economic. The methodology utilized for this study was constructivist grounded theory. 

Research Questions  

One central question and four sub-questions guided this study for examining 

Black voter abstention in Philadelphia. The main research question is listed below, 

followed by the four sub-questions that support that central question:   

(RQ): What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black 

Philadelphians choose not to vote in the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Presidential elections?  

 (SQ1): What roles do historical & cultural values play in their decision, if any, 

in their decision to not vote. 

 (SQ2): What impact, if any, does their economic status have upon their 

decision not to participate in the voting process? 

 (SQ3) Do these individuals return to participate in the voting process, or do 

they continuously stay away? 
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 (SQ4): Do these Black nonvoters connect with other like-minded individuals 

and form a community, or do they operate in isolation? 

The researcher used the above research questions to formulate the semi-

structured/in-depth interview script used to conduct interviews with the interviewees for 

this study. The interviews were structured in this way to allow the interviewees to have 

the opportunity to delve deeper into answering the question in more depth if they 

mentioned something that piqued the interest of the researcher. The interview script is 

located in Appendix C of this dissertation. 

Research Procedure 

This section will outline the methods and techniques utilized to conduct this 

study. 

Target Population and Sample 

The target population of this dissertation was middle-class Black Philadelphians 

who were voter eligible during the 2012 and 2016 United States Presidential elections.  

The researcher anticipated that the desired population would be difficult to attract due to 

many factors. One factor that attracted these individuals was how nonvoting as a practice 

is often viewed as taboo within the Black community. To overcome this impediment, the 

researcher employed the snowballing method by asking participants if they knew others 

who did not vote.  The researcher also used word-of-mouth and social media to attract 

other participants. Also, the researcher asked each participant to refer others they 

believed qualified for the study.  The target number of participants was twenty-five (25).  
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Ultimately twenty-three (23) persons participated in this study.  Table 1 shows the 

participant demographics—age, gender, occupation/educational level.    

Research Design 

The interviews for this study were semi-structured, meaning that the interview 

contained fifteen (15) basic questions with others created spontaneously as need to 

explore participants’ reasons for not voting.  The interview items appear in Appendix B.   

The role that the researcher performed was from an Africological and CGT perspective. 

First, the researcher started conversing with the participants with a “hello.”  After 

engaging in conversation to make the participant comfortable, the researcher then started 

the interview after receiving consent to audio record the interaction.  The researcher 

asked questions in three categories:  1) general/demographic background, 2) history of 

voting and non-voting practices, and 3) future voting/nonvoting practices. Finally, the 

researcher asked if the participants had any questions and gave them his contact 

information for future correspondence.  

After the interview, the researcher transcribed the interviews via rev.com and 

zoom to compare the transcripts. He also listened to the interviews numerous times to 

check for the accuracy of both the audio transcription services. Finally, the researcher 

sent the transcript of the interview to each participant to check for accuracy. The 

researcher was the primary investigator (PI) for this study. 

The Interview Instrument 

The instrument utilized in this study was a fifteen (15) item semi-structured 

interview format, meaning that it consisted of fifteen (15) required, fixed questions with 
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additional follow-up probes as needed based on the participants’ responses. The 

interview structure consisted of three parts.  For each question, the participants were 

allowed to explain their answers and to expound.   

 Part I:  consisted of entry-level questions assessing whether participants fit the 

study's occupational/career and geographical criteria. The design of the interview 

questions can be found in Appendix B. 

 Part II: Participants’ voting histories, their reasons for not participating in either 

the 2012 and 2016 Presidential elections, and what reactions, if any, they received 

if they shared their nonvoting stances with others.  

 Part III: Participants’ future intentions about voting.  

Procedure  

Piloting.  From June to July of 2018, the researcher conducted an informal pilot 

study with a small number (5) Black Philadelphians to ensure the utility, function, and 

validity of the interview items and process. Because of the pilot results, the researcher 

changed the structure and tone of some of the questions to increase the probability that 

participants could feel in just saying what they felt and not what they thought the 

researcher wanted to hear. Using snowball referrals from the participants, the researcher 

contacted the study participants via email and asked them to participate. Before the 

COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, the researcher conducted interviews in person.  The 

participant and the researcher agreed upon the location and time. During the COVID-19 

pandemic restrictions, the researcher conducted interviews via Zoom videoconferencing. 

The researcher notified the participants before the interview that the interview would be 
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recorded. At the start of each interview, the researcher introduced himself and conversed 

casually for about five to ten minutes to establish rapport with them. The researcher then 

re-iterated the purpose of the study and informed them that they were welcome to ask 

questions anytime throughout the interview.  This script is located in Appendix C.   Their 

participation in the study served as their consent, so no written consent form was 

administered.  

The researcher conducted the interview using semi-structured interview questions, 

asking improvised probes/clarifying questions and follow-up questions as needed to 

extract more information from the participants. At the end of the interview, the researcher 

asked the participants if they had any questions, answered any questions they had, and 

thanked them for their contribution to the study. In addition, the researcher gave the 

participants his contact information so they could contact him if they had further 

questions or concerns. 

Analysis of Data 

The researcher transcribed the recorded interviews utilizing rev.com and 

zoom.com.  The researcher then labeled and initially open-coded with the assistance of 

Nvivo, a computer-assisted qualitative data analysis software program (CAQDAS).  

Inductive or ground-up coding allows the theory to emerge from the data instead of 

preconceived codes that deductive coding, or top-down coding, tends to create. As the 

data from the interviews were collected, the interviews were coded and compared to find 

relationships between the initial codes and the new ones that emerged from the data. 

First, the researcher used focused coding to find connections between the codes. He then 
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looked for causal conditions, the context behind the observations, and the consequences 

of why the participants did not vote. The researcher then aggregated and combined those 

codes into broader themes. Finally, the researcher conducted theoretical coding.  

Open Coding 

Mills et al. (2006) asserted that open coding is the first step of the theoretical 

analysis.  In qualitative research, coding is the process of identifying patterns or themes 

in participants’ interview data.  One can later use those themes to construct a theory 

based on the themes.  

Focused Coding and Memoing 

Focused coding is the secondary phase in coding. It is more selective and 

conceptual than line-by-line or incident coding (Glaser, 1978). Focused coding is an 

iterative process in which the researcher is always going back to compare the new ideas 

brought up by the data and comparing it to the old data (Glaser, 1978). This type of re-

coding is not linear and forces the researcher to return to earlier interviews and data 

points due to the fresh ideas and concepts showcased with the analyzed new data. Coding 

is an emergent process. Thoughts come up unexpectantly and force the researcher to re-

engage with earlier data (Charmaz, 2006). 

Memoing is an important step during the coding process in which the qualitative 

researcher assumes a reflexive stance concerning the research situation, participants, and 

data under study (Birks et al., 2008). This methodological strategy is used to understand 

the researcher’s subjective influences on collecting and interpreting data. Furthermore, 
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this interaction between the researcher and the data enriches the relationship between the 

two entities to engage with the data more richly. 

Theoretical Coding 

Charmaz (2006) defines theoretical coding as the sophisticated level of coding 

that follows the codes the researcher selected during focused coding. The researcher 

conceptualizes how the codes may relate to each other as a hypothesis integrated into a 

theory. These theoretical codes specify possible relationships between categories the 

researcher developed during the focused coding process (Charmaz, 2006). These codes 

help the researcher tell an analytical story that has cohesion and coherence. They move 

the analytical story into a theoretical direction (Charmaz, 2006). 
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CHAPTER 4 

FINDINGS 

These are America’s other swing voters. Othered because they are typically young and not white. 

Othered because they are hardly recognized at the table of political agency. Othered because 

they are primarily recognized at the table of political shame when they don’t vote. Othered 

because Americans refuse to recognize how voter suppression and depression affect their agency. 

Quietly, though, they are voicing their agency, declaring the Democratic Party irresponsible for 

the candidate choices it makes, swinging, and deciding elections.  

 

Dr. Ibram Kendi, The Atlantic, 2019. 

 

The purpose of this study was to explore why a sample of middle-class Black 

Philadelphians who were eligible to vote chose not to participate in either the 2012 or 

2016 United States presidential elections. Fifteen (15) men and eight (8) women 

identified as Black middle-class Philadelphians were eligible to participate in the 2012 

and 2016 U.S. Presidential elections. Still, they chose not to participate in those elections 

for various reasons. In this chapter, the findings came from conducting semi-structured 

in-depth interviews. The themes that emerged from these interviews are discussed 

throughout this chapter. The researcher then constructed a communal narrative of their 

nonvoting experiences. Chapter four contains the data collection, the purpose of the 

study, demographic data, data analysis, and the study results. Finally, the researcher 

concludes this chapter with the discussion/interpretation of the findings in which he 

connects their levels of disengagement under the umbrella of political maroonage.  

Demographic Data 

The participants in this study were collected using various methods: snowballing, 

social media outreach, and visits to sites such as Black-owned businesses and churches. 



 

 57 

The researcher also went to Black cultural events such as the 2018 and 2019 Odunde 

Festival to identify potential interviewees for the study. The method that yielded the most 

participants was the snowball method and social media outreach, respectfully. The first 

set of interviews was set up between 2018 and 2019, while the rest of the interviews took 

place during 2020-2021. Once the potential interviewee contacted the researcher, they 

worked together to set up a time, location, and parameters for the interview. This was 

completed primarily through email. The first five interviews were conducted on an 

agreed-to site: a public library (private room to ensure no one outside of the researcher 

and interviewee would hear the contents of the discussion), a university setting, and other 

public settings. The remainder of the interviews were conducted via Zoom due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Table 1 shows participants’ demographics in terms of gender, age, 

and occupation  According to the Pew Research Foundation, the economic bracket for the 

middle-class in Philadelphia ranges from $24,000 to $74,000.2 

 

Table 1. 

Demographic Data for Interviewees 

Participant # Gender Age Range Occupation 

Participant #1 (P1) Male 25-35 Law Student 

Participant #2 (P2) Male 35-45 Therapist 

Participant #3 (P3) Male 30-40 Construction Worker 

Participant #4 (P4) Male 65-75 Retired Veteran 

Participant #5 (P5) Male  20-30 Entrepreneur  

Participant #6 (P6) Male 25-35 Therapist 

Participant #7 (P7) Male 35-45 Accountant 

                                                
2 This is based upon the one-person median income determined by the Pew Research Foundation 

in a study that came out in 2017.  
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Participant #8 (P8) Female 30-40 Police Officer 

Table 1 

 

Continued 

   

Participant # Gender Age Range Occupation 

Participant #9 (P9) Male 30-40 Chef 

Participant #10 (P10) Male 30-40 Therapist 

Participant #11 (P11) Male 30-40 Teacher 

Participant #12 (P12) Female 60-70 R. Coordinator 

Participant #13 (P13) Female 35-45 Therapist 

Participant #14 (P14) Male 30-40 Retail Manager 

Participant #15 (P15) Female 50-60 Administrator 

Participant #16 (P16) Female 30-40 Doula  

Participant #17 (P17) Male 30-40 Sales Associate 

Participant #18 (P18) Female 30-40 Doula 

Participant #19 (P19) Male 20-30 Sales Associate 

Participant #20 (P20) Female 20-30 Sales Associate 

Participant #21 (P21) Female 20-30 Data Entry Analyst 

Participant #22 (P22) Male 45-55 Fed Gov’t Employee 

Participant #23 (P23) Male 25-35 Security Guard 

 

Constructivist Grounded Theory  

Grounded theory is an inductive methodology that originated with Glaser and 

Strauss (1967). The theory is grounded and emerges from the data.  Grounded Theory 

usually does not start with a theory as a foundational piece of the project. This 

methodology was done to satisfy the criteria of being “objective.” However, this project 

was implemented and spearheaded by a researcher who interrogated this project from 

Afrocentricity's racial and cultural lens. Therefore, this project used what Casper (2006) 

and Charmaz (2008) articulated as a constructivist grounded theory. Constructive 

grounded theory (CGT) allows the researcher to co-create the theory based on their 

interactions with the participants (Charmaz, 2006). Also, Edward and Jones (2009) 

argued that constructivist grounded theorists do not attempt to be objective in their 
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assumptions or analysis. Instead, these scholars seek to clarify and problematize their 

premises and make those assumptions clear to others. This inquiry does not come from a 

historical vacuum.  

This project used ads posted in church bulletins, barbershops/beauty parlors, 

Black-owned newspapers/newsletters, and social media outlets (Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter). The researcher also used word-of-mouth to identify individuals who 

matched the demographic being studied. As the researcher collected the data, he used 

open coding to identify emerging concepts from the data. This process was expansive and 

allowed the researcher to develop questions after having the first round of interviews. 

Next, the researcher used focused coding to identify sub-concepts and dimensions to 

highlight relationships. The researcher finally used selective coding to develop a 

narrative of the grounded theory that integrates the concepts developed during axial 

coding. Mitchell (2014) used this type of constructive grounded theory to formulate his 

dissertation and subsequent work.  

Research Findings 

The themes that emerged from the interviews were:  

 nonvoting stance rooted in historical/cultural awareness of a system designed 

to exclude,  

 optimism/obligation central influence on voting,  

 socioeconomic status impacting the perception of voting,  

 changing factors lead to changing mind on engagement,  

 perception of agency shapes future plans, and  
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 maroon networks exist but lack broad coordination.  

 The researcher placed the research question, the sub-questions, and the theme 

that supports that question with the codes in the following breakdown to keep it 

manageable. The table for the themes, subthemes and codes are listed in Appendix A. 

The following themes are explored through the interviewees’ own words to tell their own 

stories about their reasons for not participating in the voting process to narrate said 

themes. 

Themes 

Main Research Question (MRQ) 

What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black Philadelphians 

chose not to vote in the 2012 and 2016 U.S. presidential elections? 

Sub question 1(SQ1) 

What roles do historical & cultural values play in their decision, if any, in their 

decision to not vote? 

Theme 1: Optimism/Obligation Central Influence on Voting 

This theme was one of two themes that addressed sub-question 1 (SQ1)—what 

roles historical and cultural values play in participants’ decision not to vote.- 
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Table 2 

Subquestion 1 Summary 

Main Research question 
Research sub question 

Theme 

Sub-theme/Code 
Subcode 

n of 

participants 
contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 
included 

MRQ Why do Black eligible-to-vote Philadelphia individuals 
choose to not vote? 

  

SQ1-Roles that historical-cultural values play in decision 23 171 

Nonvoting stance rooted in historical and cultural 

awareness of a system designed to exclude Black 
people.  Respondents:  

23 126 

assumed that party-approved candidate would 

automatically win 

2 4 

disillusioned & not enough energy/-information 

to invest in process 

4 5 

faced practical obstacles to voting 4 9 

pushing back against obligation to certain Black 

ancestors 

4 4 

channeling energy for self-determination into 

change community rather than into voting 

8 18 

Perceived that vote doesn’t matter/whole system 

as rigged 

20 86 

Both parties serve the interests of white 

supremacy and capitalism 

5 11 

Hypocrisy and corruption are part of the 

system 

5 9 

No Perceived Results for Voting (No 

Reciprocity, No Results) 

11 17 

Perceives politicians as failing to serve 

Black constituents 

9 16 

Refusing the lesser of 2 evils nonviable 

candidates 

11 20 

Perceives systemic suppression of the Black 
vote 

8 13 

Optimism and obligation central influence on voting 21 45 
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Table 2 

 
Continued 

  

Main Research question 
Research sub question 

Theme 

Sub-theme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Feeling obligated to vote as a way to honor 

ancestors 

2 4 

Feeling of duty do to first time being eligible to 
vote 

8 10 

Having high hopes-first Black president 10 17 

Seeing Importance of local voting for the 

community 

5 6 

Taking perceived communal threats seriously 2 3 

Understanding impact of the vote on others who 

may be impacted more by elected official 

2 2 

Believing that nonvoters have not right to 

complain 

1 3 

 

The researcher sought to determine if the interviewees participated in the voting 

process before opting through probing questions. Of the twenty-three (23) people who 

participated in the study, twenty-one (21) (91%) stated that they had voted in earlier 

elections. Their reasons for prior participation were--from highest to lowest frequency 

were: (a) high hopes-first Black president (n=10/21; 47%), (b) first eligible to vote 

(n=8/21; 38%), and (c) importance in voting in local and state elections (n=5/21; 23.8%). 

Though small in number, other reasons help connect this theme to others and are 

explained later in the chapter.  

High hopes/first black president was the most often mentioned reason for the 

previous voting, with ten (10) out of twenty-one (21) or nearly 48% of the participants 
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fitting this theme. High hopes/first black president entailed the excitement of voting for a 

candidate when the interviewees were first eligible to vote and/or voting for Barack 

Obama, the first Black president of the United States. Participant #13 speaks about her 

first time voting in a U.S. presidential election: 

Participant #13;  Okay. So yes, I did vote before only once. I voted before once 

when Barack Obama was running to become president his first term. At the time I 

was actually, I was a student at the African American Studies Department, and I 

was heavily involved in the Black Student Union and did a lot of community 

organizing then, like nine, ten years ago now… I, at that time, voted because I 

believed in what appeared to be what he was saying. I really believed that he was 

going to make a change for the Black community, so I had voted at that time with 

the hope that he was going to follow through on a lot of the promises he was 

putting forth at that time. 

Above, Participant #13 explained her activism within the Black Student Union 

during her undergraduate studies helped her get involved in community organizing. Her 

hopes that the potential President Obama’s administration would create positive change 

for the Black community led to her voting.  

Participant #1 shared participant #13’s enthusiasm for the potential presidency of 

Barack Obama. He elaborated on why he voted for Barack Obama in the following 

passage: 

Participant #1:  I guess in my house, my parents were democrats, so I was a 

democrat. We just voted Democrat [so] when it was my time to vote, I went and 
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voted Democrat. Because Barack Obama was Black, it was so much hype. We got 

a Black president. Young GZ had the song “My President is Black.” It was like, 

we’re gonna vote, Black president. It was a real…We thought it was-a real change 

agent. Yeah. That was one of his campaign slogans: change and hope and stuff 

like that. So we really…I felt like I really believed in that. We’re gonna have a 

Black president, it’s gonna get better, we’re gonna be good. I’m from North 

Philly, in the hood. Everything is bad. I’ve seen a whole lot of stuff growing up. 

I’m like, man, we got a black president. We good. It’s gonna be good. Then 

nothing ever changed . . . 2016, it’s just like we had a Black president and nothing 

changed. So, what could anybody else do? Especially if the president of the 

United States is the most powerful person in the world, what can any…If a black 

president can’t change things for the better and get the drugs out the community 

and stop all the violence or whatever, then what can anybody do anywhere?  

Participant #1’s interview illustrated his excitement to vote for Barack Obama as 

president and elect someone who brings change within his community. He mentioned 

that hip-hop artists were pushing for Obama’s election, and the thought of a Black 

president gave him high hopes for his neighborhood to be cleaned up from what he 

perceived as bad to something good. However, he expressed his disappointment that his 

presidency did not address his concerns for his community. 

Finally, participant #10 also expressed what led him to vote in the following 

passage in the 2008 United States presidential election. He stated that this was the first 
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stating that he voted in 2008 for “ignorant reasons.” Probing led to the following 

explanation: 

Participant #10:  One particular reason was racial…Just wanting to see a racial 

change. I’m tired of seeing the same figures in the American economy, this 

American economy. I want to see different figures running the country, so a 

different face. That was one. Two, I was 18 and I was in my first year of college, 

and you felt like you had power to vote. You had the opportunity to do it on your 

own with nobody influencing you. So it was my first chance getting a taste of the 

voting experience. I’m just, leave it there. I’m going to leave it this, so I’m going 

to leave it right here. 

The three participants above connected their first-time voting would be for 

someone who shared their racial identity. They linked their vote to the hopes that he 

would do something good for the Black community. They seemed to tie their 

communities’ fate to the election of Barack Obama into office.  

The second sub-theme that supported the theme of Optimism/obligation central 

influence of voting is the first eligible to vote.  Eight (8) participants contributed out of 

twenty-one (21) (n=8/21, 38%) to this theme of optimism/obligation central influence on 

voting. This category is related to the first subtheme of First Black President but is 

different because it is not relegated to a single candidate. Instead, it encompassed the 

times when other participants voted in prior U.S. presidential elections. For example, 

participant #2 described the first time that he voted in a U.S. presidential election: 
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Participant #2:  I voted one time, and I believe that might’ve been when I was first 

eligible to vote. So that was my only motivation back then, was it was just my 

first time being able to, so I did. Well, it might’ve been twice. I believe I voted 

when I was first eligible and then the year that Obama ran, I tried to vote for 

Cynthia McKinney (2008 Presidential Candidate for the Green Party). 

He continues:  

[When] I first became eligible, I’m pretty sure, when Gore and Bush, I believe, 

were going against one another, if my memory serves me correctly. So I know I 

voted in that one, and then in the Obama election, I tried to vote for Cynthia 

McKinney. That was the last time I had anything to do with the voting process. 

This passage demonstrated that Participant #2 participated in the voting process 

because it was his first time eligible to do so, and he wanted to vote Cynthia McKinney, a 

Black woman, who ran as the 2008 Green Party presidential candidate for the U.S. 

presidency.  She ran against then-Democratic nominee Barack Obama and John McCain.  

This sentiment was also echoed with the next participant that was placed within 

this subtheme. The researcher asked participant #18 what incited her to participate in the 

voting process. Again, it was not a particular presidential candidate; it was more about 

the social atmosphere in which she was situated: 

Participant #18:   I went to a political science college in New York City. So that’s 

what it was. So the atmosphere of a college scene or whatever was all about the 

political voting at that time. So, that’s just what we did. We organized people to 
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do it and all of that. So that would be my primary vote as far as it being 

presidential.  

Participant #18 was prompted to vote due to her university’s atmosphere. 

However, she was not motivated by the candidate.  

Finally, participant #12 expressed a mixture of situations that led her to vote. Her 

account of her first time is described below: 

Participant #12:  Yes, I voted for the first time when I just turned 18. My mother 

was what you could call a politician in our community. She was a community 

activist, and she was a politician. This is the first time she was running for office. 

So, many of her friends were politicians who had run for office and were in 

office. She engaged her friends and family in the campaign process the year she 

ran, and I was her teenage daughter. We helped my mom campaign that ...So, that 

was the first year I registered and the first time I voted. I voted for whoever was 

running, including my mom. 

Participant #12 registered to vote the same year that she was eligible to participate 

and supported her mother’s candidacy for political office.  

The above examples are the subthemes supporting the main theme of 

optimism/obligation as factors central influence voting. These participants expressed an 

optimism or a commitment to vote initially due to a myriad of factors: (a) familial, (b) 

racial, and (c) cultural connections. Other smaller numbers of respondents who spoke to 

this same theme expressed feelings obligated to vote as a way of honoring ancestors 

(2/21) (n=2/21, 9.5%). And other respondents who spoke to this same theme expressed 
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feeling obligated to vote due to taking threats seriously (2/21) (n=2/21, 9.5%). These 

latter participants usually saw President Donald Trump as a serious threat to their 

communities. The third subtheme was the understanding impact of the vote on others 

who may be impacted more (2/21) (n=2/21, 9.5%). These participants expressed that their 

vote was tied to protecting and shielding their racial communities. The fourth subtheme 

was vote or don’t complain (1/21) (n=1/21, 4.7%). Finally, the last subtheme examined 

the participants’ responses about whether they do not vote that they cannot complain 

about the social and political issues in the United States. Though smaller in the number of 

participants voicing them, these subthemes are not any less important, and they help 

bridge to other themes discussed in this chapter. 

Theme 2: NonVoting Stance Rooted in Historical/Cultural Awareness of a System 

Designed to Exclude 

The second theme that sought to answer Subquestion #1--what roles historical and 

cultural values play in participants’ decision not to vote—is labeled nonvoting stance 

rooted in historical/cultural awareness of a system designed to exclude. This theme is 

particularly important because it addresses the cultural/racial reasons why the participants 

of this study did not participate in either the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Presidential elections. 

These questions were answered during the Voting/NonVoting Practices portion of the 

interview process. Of the participants, all (100%) of their utterances fit this theme. They 

expressed various reasons why their not voting was rooted in either a historical or 

cultural context. Those reasons were separated into sub-themes. The sub-themes were 

from highest to lowest frequency were: (a) vote doesn’t matter/whole system is rigged 
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(n=20/23, 86.9%), (b) self-determination and channeling energy for change at community 

level (n=8/23, 34.7%), (c) practical obstacles (n=4/23, 17.3%), and (d) disillusioned/not 

enough energy/information to invest in process (n=4/23, 17.3%). The vote doesn’t 

matter/whole system is rigged theme is also supported by subthemes. These subthemes 

are called: (a) no reciprocity and no results (n=11/20, 55%), (b) refusing the lesser of two 

(2) evils/nonviable candidates(n=11/20, 55%), (c) politician failures to serve Black 

constituents (n=9/20, 45%), (d) systemic suppression of Black vote (n=8/20, 40%), and 

(e) both parties serve the interests of White supremacy and capitalism (n=5/20, 25%).  

The vote doesn’t matter/whole system is rigged subtheme is the most highly 

endorsed subtheme under the theme nonvoting due to historical/cultural awareness. Of 

the 23 participants of the study, 20 (n=20/23, 86.9%) participants dissatisfaction with the 

American political system and their lack of faith/trust that the system will adequately 

address concerns participants deemed essential to their community. Within this theme, a 

large subtheme, no reciprocity and no results emerged. Of the twenty (20) endorsers of 

the subtheme, eleven (11) (55%) expressed a concern similar to participant #10--who 

described what led him away from the voting process.  

Participant #10:  So that’s what drew me to not voting because it’s putting my 

power into something that is not going to give me no power back. And life is 

about a fair exchange. I give, you give back. You put it into this world, you take it 

back. It’s a fair exchange. (Participant #10)  

Participant #10 continued to delve deeper into how culture played a pivotal part in his 

nonvoting stance. 
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I’m going to start with cultural and historical. Culturally speaking, I’m voting into 

a system that culturally does not benefit my culture. So I’m going to vote and give 

power to a culture, which is….the whole United States? That’s a culture all 

throughout the world. Everybody is a UN, right? So it’s a certain culture. I don’t 

fit in that culture. I don’t fit in that culture, because if I did, I would be right there 

with it. If someone shares a culture with someone, you embrace them as though 

it’s their own or as though it was your own, right? Culture is something that is 

embraced by everyone, by everybody. But it seems as though I’m excluded from 

your culture. I don’t have access to the resources that you have or some of the 

things that you have. You didn’t embrace me. But I can embrace you into my 

culture. If I have one and I’m not going…Historically speaking, it [America] 

being founded on power and having dominance over particular individuals [but] 

not sharing the power, dominating and overpowering, historically speaking. So 

that’s what I began to learn. That’s what I said. Ignorance drove me to voting, but 

knowledge drove me away from it. If you get what I’m saying to you.  

Participant #10 understanding of how the United States (and global power) has 

not been on the side of the history of African-descended people was a major reason why 

he did not vote. 

Participant #10’s sentiment seemed shared by Participant #18. She explained her 

historical/cultural understanding of Black people’s relationship to the American system.  

Participant #18:  Historically, voting has done nothing for Black people. So, that’s 

the historical reason why you shouldn’t worry about that. As far as voting, first on 
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the national election. Maybe something more local was way more influential, but 

as far as just regular national election, who’s in office, who’s house wins, and all 

of that, that has nothing to do with it. Economically, no. There was no particular 

economical reason or physical barrier between me being able to get to a voting 

booth or polling station and vote. Religiously, no. No. No. It’s just that I really 

feel that the plight of Black people in America is not going to be changed by 

voting. And I think that it is especially being that I have a whole degree in 

political science. This should interest me. This should be my thing. This is what I 

should care about. Political science, and I should, blah blah blah. I could be less 

interested. My degree has just shown me that this is games and busy work. This is 

literally like in school, where they have nothing for you to do, so they busy you 

with this, oh, count the straws in this stack of hay over here. For what? What is 

the point of that?  

Participant #18 also went on to condemn the electoral college: 

Voting also is not a direct vote. I don’t know why people don’t understand 

electoral colleges and how that works. But you don’t vote for anyone, so a group 

of people decide for you. So you just stood in that line, did all of that, went over 

there, for? It’s glitz and glamor. It’s smoke and mirrors. 

Her understanding of U.S. political relationship to Black people and the issues 

they face continued to inform participant #18’s belief that voting would not work to 

better Black people. Additionally, her educational status helped to reinforce her cultural 

understanding. Religion/spirituality did not play a factor for her, but she said that her 
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political science degree helped reinforce her cultural knowledge on the insignificance of 

voting. 

Finally, Participant #20 expressed another cultural/historical understanding that 

supported her reasons for not voting. Here the participant said those reasons in more 

detail below: 

Participant #20:  Again, I didn’t vote in the 2016 election because by that time I 

was a little older and I just feel as though that just as a black person, I didn’t feel 

comfortable. I didn’t feel comfortable voting for them [candidate] because I just 

feel as though it would be no different than me being tricked like my ancestors 

was. When Abraham Lincoln so-called freed the African American slaves, he 

only freed them to get votes for his presidential campaign. I felt as though what’s 

the difference? He said it out of his mouth--Had he been able to win the election 

without freeing a single nigger, he would have. I just felt as though that there’s 

power in a vote. I feel as though there’s power behind my vote. There’s power 

behind me. There’s power behind me being here in this country. And I just feel as 

though that I didn’t feel comfortable using that power to favor someone that not 

only wasn’t Black, but somebody that had no interest in Black people, someone 

that people are racist, people that are corrupt. I don’t want to be a part of that. I 

don’t want to add to that corruption. So I just didn’t feel as though it was 

appropriate. 
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The preceding quote is just a few of the participants' sentiments within this 

subtheme that expressed their distancing from voting due to cultural ties to their 

community and racial solidarity with Black people within the United States.  

Under the theme of nonvoting due to historical/cultural awareness, eleven (11) of 

the twenty (20) participants (55%) made statements that reflected the endorsement of a 

second subtheme named refusing the lesser of two evils/nonviable candidates.  This 

subtheme described the participants' sense of not wanting to choose what they felt were 

two bad political options of political representation. For example, participant #1 

explained his rationale of the lesser of two evils in the following quote: 

Participant #1:  I was learning about all these different things. By the time 2016 

came, just looking at the candidates that was presented, I didn’t feel like any of 

them were worth my vote. Just that. The entire process, the system itself, I was 

just turned off. Even the idea of lesser of two evils, people knowing that the 

candidate from the democratic party is terrible. The candidate from the republican 

party is terrible. Y’all saying that we still need to go vote for this one, just because 

they’re less bad? How do you even determine that? Which is even crazy to even 

say? 

He continued to explain his distrusting not only the American two-party system but 

included the candidates themselves: 

One candidate, Hilary Clinton, she was in office and committed terrible acts. 

Donald Trump, he never been in office. He was just saying racist things and 

homophobic things and stuff like that. Just stuff like that, but Hilary Clinton was 
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actually doing these things and acting [on] these policies. How is she not worse, 

in a sense? If she already has actually done the things that he’s talking about 

doing. That was just crazy to me. That was a dynamic I really didn’t understand 

going into the election with the whole lesser of two evils thing. Why vote for evil 

at all? I feel like that position, I feel like is just a simple one to take. It’s just you 

know what, both of these people are bad. So I’m not voting for neither of ‘em. 

Participant #1’s position he would not choose between two factions that he felt 

were inadequate and terrible options for him.  

Participant #10 continued this line of thinking when it came to his outlook on 

America's ideology.  

I believe the government doesn’t teach the things that’s necessary. For me to vote 

for a politician, any politician, and the administration that comes with it, the 

people that come with that person, they share the same ideology. And that 

ideology isn’t in line with my ideologies. Why should I vote for their ideology 

when it does not align with mine? And mine is to learn the necessities of life, 

learning what they got and learning necessities in life. What you need to learn, 

how to take the resources and build and also replenish the earth again after you 

done used the resources. They don’t teach that.(Participant #10) 

Participant #10’s sentiment is also shared by Participant #6:  

Participant #6:  Yeah. Ethically, it just seemed like I really can’t get down on 

either party and it may seem weird vote or die type of thing, but I have to live 

with my conscience of if I vote for Trump, he might do some weird things, if I 
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vote for Biden he might do some weird things too. I understand for the first time 

both parties argued me on why you shouldn’t either vote for them or why they 

should vote for me. The consequences of both parties, I can’t even deal with any 

of them. That’s why I go off of the potential consequences if the other person gets 

there. 

These subthemes expressed participants’ refusal to subject themselves to a choice 

they felt went against their preferences and ideology. For example, some participants tied 

their refusal to vote for the “lesser of two evils” to the collective community. In contrast, 

others connected their nonvoting stances to their relationship to the historical injustices 

towards the racial community.  

For subtheme, politician failures to serve Black constituents, nine (9) of the 

twenty-three (20) (n=9/20, 45%) participants made comments that reflected this 

subtheme.  The participants expressed what they saw as politicians' failure to rectify 

social, economic, and historical injustices that have plagued the Black community since 

their forced removal from the African continent. Participant #2 alluded to this subtheme: 

Participant #2:  Just not believing in the system at all. I mean, I don’t believe any 

of these politicians represent the legitimate aspirations of African people, first and 

foremost. So just for that reason, I’m not going to participate in that process. So 

that was ultimately what drove my decision not to participate at all. I don’t 

believe they represent anyone’s legitimate aspirations other than their own, but 

my focus as an African man is my race, my people. I know that none of these 

candidates represent us, so I’m not going to participate in their game. 
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Participant #2 aligned his cultural centering to Africa and African people globally.  

This sentiment also seemed to be the case with Participant #20: 

Participant #20:  In terms of personal, I take it personal because as a Black 

woman in this country, I just feel as though that this country has it out for men of 

color and the man that I married. My husband’s Black, and I look at him every 

day and I sometimes get anxiety when I’m not near him or he’s driving around 

because he just got a car recently. And I get anxiety for not just him, all Black 

men in my family. And I just feel as though that personally, they don’t give a fuck 

about us, and I couldn’t in good faith support people who don’t give a fuck about 

me or mine. They wouldn’t care if something happens to one of the Black men in 

my family, even though they never commit crimes, even though they’re good 

men, even though they wouldn’t hurt a fly, they don’t care about them. 

Finally, Participant #4 described what he thought of politicians and those who 

voted for them: 

It’s [not voting] is justified. And I tell people, we got over 4,000 African elected 

office or city council, mayors, governors, senators, and congress men. All these 

people that we got look at our status today, nobody’s up. I mean, I don’t hear no 

hearing with the Black caucus, say we’re going to have a hearing why these cops 

killing Black men and women. But they’re have hearings for Trump and all these 

other people. But I don’t hear they have no hearing for our people. So those who 

voted, to me I’ll call them near colonialism. They’re just there for the benefit, the 
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money, and they all controlled by the Democratic Party. I’m like Malcolm, you’re 

either the fox or the wolf. 

He alluded to Malcolm X’s conversation of the political parties being a fox and a 

wolf (Malcolm X, 1964). Malcolm X stated that both political parties are detrimental to 

Black/African people and should not be trusted. Participant #4 shared that sentiment and 

continued to elaborate his feelings about politicians who failed to serve the interests of 

Black people: 

So I know what her [Kamala Harris] agenda is, incarceration for black men, and 

women. A lot of people going to vote. “Oh, she’s a Black woman, yeah, let’s 

vote.” We had a Black president, look what he did. Bombed Libya for no reason. 

Look at Libya today. Because that brother would talk about Pan-Africanist. He 

supported the nation of Islam. I gave him money to help our African 

people…Yeah. That’s like Garvey, Marcus Garvey, Kwame Nkrumah, all these 

brothers want to bring our resources. They don’t want us to be united, they want 

us to be dependent on the white man.  

He stated above that the politician's racial makeup did not mean that the politician 

wanted to help Black people. He mentioned that the two Black politicians are looking to 

cultivate change in America: past President Barack Obama and current Vice President 

Kamala Harris political views and implemented policies while in positions of power that 

he felt were anti-Black in nature. 

The following subtheme, systemic suppression of the Black vote, is the third 

foundational section for nonvoting due to historical/cultural awareness. This subtheme 
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had 8 of the 20 (8/20, 25%) study participants were placed into it. This theme segment 

looks at how the American political apparatus has utilized various methods to suppress 

the Black vote within America. This section investigates the participants’ feelings about 

how they feel the American political system actively stops Black voter participation from 

rectifying Black communal ills. Participant #21 expressed feelings about being shut out 

of the political process through misinformation in the following excerpt of her interview: 

Just politics period. I think that the whole system is rigged even based on slavery 

and how sometimes our vote, we might’ve looked at it as we were able to vote, 

but I don’t think that it actually went through. Just like now in society, now with 

all the issues, even with the Donald Trump situation and the violence going to the 

wrong places or someone was being thrown out, or I forgot the real terminology 

that’s used for…Is it voting suppression or something like that? And I mean also 

with, when I say guilt, at first, it made me not want to pay attention to politics, 

knowing that I didn’t have a right. I always felt like politics weren’t made or the 

system was not aligned for black people to win. And not saying it as a racist 

person, but coming from a black female, I don’t feel like changes are being made 

or was being made to help uplift us as a community or as a society. So it just 

made me lose interest all together.  

Participant #3 also identified the Electoral College as a tactic to voter suppression 

as something that dissuaded him from participating in the voting process: 

In 2010, I had a class and in that class we talked about politics and one of the 

things that was brought up was that all levels of politics are corrupt. And after 



 

 79 

doing some research, I found out that the electoral colleges totally disenfranchised 

everyone not just a white population anymore but literally everyone that does vote 

and I decided not to partake in the system that’s broken. One of the bigger issues 

is that everybody that comes into the political system in order to change it failed 

to do so. It’s a huge issue especially in Philadelphia because the education system 

is failing and we’re constantly losing money to fix it. Meanwhile, we have 

neighboring County Montgomeryville or in New Jersey where they’re flourishing 

but they’re also mostly a white County. 

Finally, Participant #1 connected his nonvoting to the cultural rooting of 

nonviolent tactics against the oppressive American system: 

This is a system that was created initially to oppress us, which we weren’t 

allowed to participate in. So, we’re saying one, I feel like why wouldn’t 

we…Especially in the cultural sense of nonviolence tactics and stuff like that, 

why isn’t nonparticipation in the electoral system also a tactic of nonviolent 

protest and avenue for change, to create change? I feel like for mass 

nonparticipation, it would de-legitimize the system in effect where anybody who 

is elected or any law that is passed by those people who are elected, if the 

majority of the people didn’t vote in that particular cycle, then none of those laws 

or none of those people who are elected would be valid, because nobody voted for 

them. If the majority of the people don’t vote for them, how can you say that it’s 

valid. That’s really just the central part of my position, especially if you’re talking 
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about self-determination and decolonization and I don’t want to necessarily say 

destroying America on tape. 

This quote demonstrated that some of these individuals connected their nonvoting 

practices to cultural roots. The other quotes within this section were similar.  

The next subtheme, both parties serve the interests of White supremacy and 

capitalism, is the third foundational section for the theme of nonvoting due to 

historical/cultural awareness. This subtheme had five (5) of the twenty-three (20) study 

participants contribute to this subcategory. This subtheme investigated the participants’ 

feelings about how they feel the American political system and how they view the two-

party political system as serving White Supremacy and capitalism. For example, 

participant #2 described his feelings about the two-party system not serving the best 

interests of African people but for the benefit of White supremacy and capitalistic 

interests:  

Yeah. I mean, I believe that both political parties, since in this country, no matter 

if you have other independent parties…I mean, we all know at the end of the day, 

it’s going to come down to a Democrat or a Republican. I believe that both of 

those parties serve the interests of white supremacy and capitalism, and capitalism 

and white supremacy are synonymous with one another. So just for that purpose, 

to me, there’s no point. I’m not a supporter of white supremacy. I’m not a 

supporter of anything associated with that, and so I look at both parties, despite 

the fact that they claim to be different, they’re two wings on the same eagle. You 

know what I mean? 
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He continued to demonstrate his disdain for the two-party system in the following 

quote: 

I would say it’s probably a combination of things. On a historical point, growing 

up and being I guess I would say a follower of Malcolm, Malcolm X, looking at 

him as someone who was a hero to me, he talked about a lot of these things as 

well, that the Democrats or Republicans are on the same team. So when he called 

them a fox and a wolf, so the Democrats being the fox that will smile in your face, 

but stab you in your back, and the Republicans will tell you flat-out how they feel 

about you. So I internalized that belief, and I believe that. (Participant #2) 

Participant # 7 also alluded to this in this excerpt from the interview: 

And I’m like, “Nah, I’m cool on that.” I don’t give a fuck what slave master is in 

there. It’s still the plantation. Then you have the people who are like “But don’t 

you want to make the plantation more comfortable? What about the people who 

are not in a position like you? What about them? Don’t you want to lessen the 

pain or what’s the word, reduce the harm?” This whole harm reduction thing. And 

I’m like “Yo, reform politics are probably the most dangerous politics,” because 

when you reform something, you’re just making it stronger. So you are essentially 

advancing and strengthening fascism by trying to reform it, because essentially 

you’re making compromises with it. And many of those compromises are 

treacherous, because you are making an exchange that gives you a measure of 

comfort. You say you’re doing it for others who are less fortunate than you, but 

no, it’s not a selfless act. It’s a selfish act. You know what I mean? Because if it 
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was truly a selfless act, not only would you embrace the pain of doing something 

differently, you would encourage others to strengthen their back up and do so as 

well. And you would lead by example. And the fact that people are not doing that, 

they try to make it seem like “Oh, well you’re just leaving our people out here to 

dry, because you might be safe in your suburbs, but what about everybody else?” 

I’m like “Yo, Malcolm told us it ain’t no North, it ain’t no South. If you South of 

the Canadian border, you in the South.” So this whole thing is a plantation, this 

whole thing is a prison. It doesn’t matter what side of the prison gates you’re on 

(Participant #7) 

Participant #7 argued that the two-party system and engaging with that two-party 

system vis-a-vie voting amounted in his eyes to engaging with the plantation system. 

Accordingly, he decided that he would not engage with it in that capacity and decided to 

do something else. Finally, participant #19 goes one step further in his analysis of the 

two-party system: 

Now I can say my main reason for not voting is, number one, the government 

wasn’t really made for us people of color. Especially knowing the history of us 

coming over here from our homeland, how we were treated, how we were 

basically slaved into building the country, and being told and being seen as only 

one-third of a person as opposed to being viewed as an actual person, stuff like 

that, and then all the slavery we went to. Interviewee: And then just looking at 

overall society today, I mean, in my personal opinion, I would actually go as far 

as to say that slavery still exists. It’s just in a different manner to the point where 
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people don’t look at it as wrong anymore. So with that being said, and me 

wanting to go back to Africa knowing that we were not originally intended to be 

here, number one, I don’t see the point of us voting because what are we really 

voting for? We’re not voting for our actual freedom to go back home. (Participant 

#19) 

This last quote by participant #19 made it clear that voting into a White 

supremacist system did not interest him and that the system still enslaved people of 

African descent. He also mentioned the desire of freedom to go back home (to Africa). 

The subtheme hypocrisy and corruption also generated by five (5) out of twenty 

(20) participants in the study. The participants in this study critiqued the system itself as 

corrupt and noted the hypocrisy they experienced and observed. It mirrored similar 

sentiments that were shared in the prior section of this chapter. The researcher still 

believed it was necessary to mention that some of the participants' beliefs did delve into 

how they felt the system was corrupt and anti-Black. The researcher will utilize their 

information to help build future research but forgoes delving into their various quotes in 

the interests of conciseness and time. Their quotes are located in Appendix A of this 

dissertation.  

These subthemes feed into the category of vote doesn’t matter/whole system is 

rigged of a system designed to exclude due to the overwhelming feeling that these 

participants felt that the idea of the American dream is not one about equality. They 

shared various experiences and feelings of not being seen or viewed by the American 



 

 84 

political system as valid or seen. These actions that they felt impacted them and their 

community were not seen as being addressed by voting.  

The next sub-theme that fed into the theme of nonvoting stance rooted in 

historical and cultural awareness of a system designed to exclude was the sub-theme 

self-determination and channeling energy for change at the community level. This 

subtheme identifies how the participants utilized agency to engage and help the 

people/area they identified as their community. They also looked at ways to work either 

outside the voting system or engaging with it in ways that are not always compulsory. 

Participant #10 delved into this aspect of self-determination by looking at himself and his 

consciousness and how those feed into him working to help his community in the ways 

that he maneuvers politically: 

Participant #10:  Understanding of self. Well, I would say my beginning of 

understanding of self, the power I have in myself. I cannot rely on someone else 

to create, I mean, to fix issues that is going on with me or in my community. And 

I always use this analogy, like Michael Jackson and Made in America. It starts 

with The Man In the Mirror, it starts with you or the woman in the mirror, not to 

be biased. It’s just the woman as well, it starts with us. And then you be the 

change that you want to see in the world. So how can I rely on a president to just 

change everything when it starts from me, myself? So before I can vote, I got to 

change myself in that sense. (Participant #10) 

He continued this conversation by looking at his family as a form of government 

and comparing that form of government to the American political system: 
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You have grandparents, right? You have great grandparents. There’s a hierarchy 

in your. That’s your government. However you look at it, you were born into a 

government. So I’m going to neglect a lot of our families that I know and friends 

that I grew up with, they come from families where we all neglected our 

government and more so to comply in a government that really didn’t help your 

situation. I think we need to put more focus on our governments and less into a 

government that don’t really care about us. And when I explained that, it gave 

them another point of view. Now, what I always explain is I’m not here to sway 

your mindset. I’m just here to give you another viewpoint on things, because 

sometimes people can be one track minded and only look at things one way. Open 

your mind. 

Participant #10 interpreted that his familial obligation superseded his obligation to 

participate and recognize a government that he felt did not care about him, his family, 

and his community. As a result, he rejected the political apparatus to focus on the 

uplifting of his family and his community. 

Participant #1 continued this conversation about self-determination and nonvoting 

in the following passage: 

Participant #1:  Particularly with Marcus Garvey, just the concept of self-

determination. Just the fact that…Excuse me. Our participation in this system is 

us practicing and we just gathering our energy and putting it into this system, and 

we’re not necessarily working to create our own. With Marcus Garvey, he’s 

saying we need to separate ourselves and try to establish our own nation 
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somewhere or carve out our own land. Even if you want to…I don’t want to say 

recolonize a space or whatever, but I don’t really know. Because with the law, 

there’s no real law to say an avenue where a colonized people in America could 

do that or whatever. I don’t know. I be feeling like yeah. All right. With Marcus 

Garvey as far as saying self-determination, my aspect was saying if this is a 

colonial government and we know that to be true, for us to not participate would 

be a act of self-determination saying we don’t want to be a part of this. We don’t 

want to participate in your system because this is not our system. 

Participant #1 argued that his nonvoting practices went hand-in-hand with the 

teachings of Marcus Garvey and Pan-Africanism that he put forth. Like participant #10, 

he connected their nonvoting stance in a collective sense towards self-determination and 

autonomy. These two interviews excerpt demonstrated this unique ability to tie their 

voting abstention to ties of Pan-Africanism. 

Participant #13 went even deeper in her analysis of self-determination when it 

pertained to not voting. Her sentiments are given in the following quote: 

And I got to stay sharp, the only way to stay sharp is being aware that I have to 

have this fire up under me. And when I’m engaging in that process, I am 

contradicting what I’m standing for, it goes against my principles, my principles 

to free my people. It goes against what I stand for, my values. And so I can’t keep 

compromising me. And when you compromise you, then you’re going to fall for 

everything. And so that’s why I’m against it because I had made the conscious 

decision to stand against it. And to make a firm stand in saying, I may not be able 
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to control much in this power structure, but I got one thing. I got the power to 

control me and my actions and my reactions. I got the power to control (name 

redacted) and which direction I walk. I got the power to make a decision to teach 

one, reach one. I got the power to recreate safe spaces that I love, for instance, in 

the African American Studies department. To take what I learned and infuse it in 

my way of life and infuse it in my occupation, which I do and I try to do to the 

best of my ability. To me, that’s living the line, and that’s walking the walk and 

carrying this thing called liberation in standing against oppression. And to me, the 

voting system is nothing but an extension of an oppressive system that tricks my 

people into believing that they’re making a difference when they’re not. It’s like 

to meet someone laughing in your face every time. Would you engage in that 

process? It’s a mockery of my people. It’s a mockery of our process. It’s a 

mockery of my ancestors, to be honest with you. And so that’s why I don’t vote. ( 

Participant #13 connected her nonvoting practices to ancestral foundations, 

educational upbringings within the academy that centered African people and infused 

those cultural ties into her community and family. 

Finally, participant #7 engaged with the conversation about engaging with the 

American political system vis-a-via voting. He then compared what some people believe 

voting would bring to the community. Participant #7 spoke about this notion of power 

that lay within voting and the power he felt within his self-determination action. He 

appeared to reject that notion in the following conversation that occurred during his 

interview: 
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Participant #7: Some folks see voting as a path to power. But I’m saying that it’s 

not. Obviously I need to pursue it…I need to center a different path. I no longer 

want to say the word alternative, because I feel like voting should be the 

alternative. I think that self-determination should be what we’re centered on, 

right…We should be centered on us and everything else should be an alternative. 

So I no longer want to say, “I want to find alternative means.” What I prefer to 

say is I want to center better ways or ways that are more advantageous to us in the 

long run.  

Participant #7 appeared to utilize his definition of self-determination and nonvoting to 

focus upon his community and his people.  

However, some participants in this category, even though they did not vote in 

either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. presidential election, still felt that voting in the system was 

communal. This was expressed by participant #9 explained his opinion of still yearning 

to engage politically in future elections as a self-determining act: 

Participant #9:  Yes. I usually vote locally and federally, but more recent, since 

I’m older now, I pay more attention to things that affect my life. So, I feel an 

obligation to participate because even though it affects me, and I should really 

only have myself in mind. But some of these things affect other people that it 

affects them in ways that it shouldn’t. And if I can help, it will help me and help 

them, so I might as well. 

Participant #9 believed that his actions to go back into the system were a way to 

positively impact his people and help them in any way that he could. He felt that his past 
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and future participation within the system would positively impact his community in 

ways that his disengagement from the 2016 U.S. presidential election system failed to do. 

This sentiment connects with other themes that are forthcoming in this section of the 

chapter.  

The next subtheme that emerged was rejecting voting as honoring ancestors. This 

category had four (4) out of twenty (20) (n=4/20, 20%) participants contributing to this 

category. This subtheme examined feelings of criticism the participants received from 

members of their community because of their nonvoting practices. The participants, in 

turn, pushed back and rejected the notion that their nonvoting was an insult to their 

ancestors. Participant #5 articulated this point in the following segment of his interview: 

I mean, the only ones is . . . they’ll come from a cultural standpoint where, “Oh 

your ancestors died for the right to vote,” and stuff like that. So I feel like that’s 

the only reason why people vote. They don’t even know who they’re voting for. 

And if I don’t know nothing about either candidate, I might as . . . it’ll be the 

same as just like not voting anyway because I don’t know enough to back them 

up. So if you ask somebody who’d you vote for? I vote for Hillary. Why did you 

vote for Hillary? I don’t know. That’s who my friend told me to vote for. Some 

of these people that vote is not even . . . don’t know nothing about the person that 

they’re voting for. That’s like when we pick a (redacted for anonymity purposes) 

we ain’t picking them because of our friend said, “Yeah. He’s a good dude.” It 

was more so he had to go to his talent show. He had to put up his credentials and 

stuff when we voted for him based off that. But most people’s like, “Oh, he’s 
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cool. I see him smile a lot. And that’s why I vote. That’s why I vote.” No. If I 

don’t have legit reasons why I’m a vote for them, I might as well not vote at all. 

He rejected the notion of Black people having to vote just because of past political and 

Civil Rights activists shedding blood and losing their lives due to members of the Black 

community to vote. Another participant also shared this sentiment: 

Um, I guess maybe it would be, uh, both personal and cultural just because I 

personally, like, I can guess I find it very disrespectful that people were like, Oh, 

your ancestors died for, for this for you. And I was like, I don’t, I don’t think so. I 

mean, maybe some of them did because they wanted a seat at the table, but, um, 

they died for the right to have the freedoms and exercises as everyone else picking 

presidential candidate school they’ll view black people as equal is not what, what 

the fight was for. So in that sense, I think it would be cultural. (Participant #16) 

Finally, participant #2 summed it up with his analysis of who he pulled from 

regarding the ancestors he venerated on his nonvoting journey. He stated his position in 

the following excerpt: 

Participant #2:  You often hear people say things like one of their reasons for 

voting because they feel almost like it’s an ancestral obligation. They say things 

like, “Our ancestors died for us to have the right to do this.” To me, that’s 

nonsense. When we talk about our ancestors, what ancestors are we referring to? 

Because we have a whole lot of ancestors. So if we’re referring to our racial 

ancestors, we have a whole lot of them, and a lot of them had different ideas and 

different beliefs. So to sit and say, “Our ancestors,” often when they make that 
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statement, they’re only referring to the ones who believed in the system and 

believed in voting. So you’re automatically excluding everyone else. So for me, 

for I guess the ancestors that I venerate or look up to or look at as exemplars, they 

wouldn’t be involved in this process. So for me, it’s sort of, I guess, a spiritual 

and, I guess, a cultural duty not to involve myself in this process and to go about 

other means to achieve power, whether it be economically, politically, socially, or 

whatever else. I’m not going to pursue that via the means of voting for a US 

political party to have power over me. So I would say it’s a cultural thing for me, 

it’s a historical thing, and because my culture defines who I am, I guess I would 

say then that it becomes personal as well. (Participant #2) 

Each of the following participants connected their nonvoting practices to the 

veneration of their ancestors that they acknowledged. They differentiated from 

individuals who believed in engaging in the system to those who felt that the system was 

not made for them and wanted to disengage from said political milieu. They appeared to 

connect their nonvoting as a form of cultural connectivity. 

The other three subthemes that were generated within this theme were: (a) 

practical obstacles, (b) disillusion/not enough energy/not enough information to invest in 

voting, and (c) assured that the candidates would win. The participants who to these 

subthemes were four (4) out of twenty-three (23) (n= 4/23, 17.3%), four (4) out of 

twenty-three (23) (n=4/23, 17.3%), and two (2) out of twenty-three (23) (n=2/23, 8.6%), 

respectfully. Within these subthemes, the participants talked about obstacles that 

prevented them from participating in the process.  These obstacles were things like work 
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obligations and being lied to about their voting status. The other two examined the lack 

of knowledge about the voting process and not having enough investment to find out. 

The assurance that specific candidates would have possibly supported were going to win 

their political contests. Altogether, these subthemes fed into the theme that was explored 

within this section of the dissertation.  

Main Research Question (MRQ) 

What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black Philadelphians 

choose not to vote in the 2012 and 2016 U.S. Presidential elections? 

Sub question 2 (SQ2) 

What impact, if any, does their economic status have upon their decision not to 

participate in the voting process? 

Table 3 

Subquestion 2 Summary 

Main Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

MRQ Why do Black eligible-to-vote Philadelphia 

individuals choose to not vote 

  

SQ2-impact of economic status 19 30 

Perception of socio-economics status having no 

impact on decision to vote 

4 4 

Impact of socioeconomic status on perception of 

the utility of the vote 

15 26 

Perceiving politician to have ulterior 

economic motives 

2 2 
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Main Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Having survival mode existence impacting 

ability to be an informed/engaged voter 

3 3 
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Table 3 

 

Continued 

  

Main Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Perceiving that education provides insight 

into failure of system 

3 5 

Perceiving that elected officials having failed 

to aid Black communities 

6 8 

Perception of higher economic status and 

greater representation 

3 4 

Perceiving racism in the allocation of 

resources 

2 2 

Perceiving socioeconomic status and voter 

suppression 

2 2 

 

Theme 3: Socioeconomic Status Impacts Perception of the Voting Process 

This theme was one of two that sought to answer sub question 2 (SQ2)—how 

socio-economic status (SES) impacted perception of participation in voting. The primary 

answer was that their socioeconomic status impacted the participants’ perception of the 

voting process. As discussed earlier in the dissertation, there is no one definitive 

definition of the middle class. Some parameters encompass occupation, salary, and social 

class.  The participants in this study, by just profession, ranged across the social class 

spectrum. The researcher googled their projected salary within the Philadelphia region 

and compared it to the estimated definition of middle-class salary by the 2016 Pew 

Research Center study.  Even their projected salaries, which were estimated using each 

position's estimated salary, placed the participants in various positions within the middle-
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class continuum. Of the twenty-three (23) people who participated in the study, Nineteen 

(19) participants’ responses were placed within this theme.   Fifteen (15) (n=15/19, 

78.9%) stated that socioeconomic status impacted their perception of the voting process. 

The other four (4) (n=4/19, 21%) said that it had no impact on their perception of the 

voting process. This section of the result section explored how the participants’ 

socioeconomic status impacted their perception of the voting process. The sub-themes 

that supported this theme from most frequent to least were: (a) failure of elected officials 

to aid Black communities (6/19) (31.5%), (b) perception of higher economic status and 

greater representation (3/19) (15.7%), (c) socioeconomic status and voter suppression 

(3/19) (15.8%), (d) education provides insight into failure of system (3/19) (15.8%), (e) 

being in survival mode impacts ability to be informed-engaged (3/19) (15.8%), and (f) 

awareness of politician ulterior economic motives (2/19)(10.5%). This section explored 

in totality the participants’ experiences and how their socioeconomic status impacted 

their perception of the voting process. The researcher extracted one excerpt from each 

subtheme to briefly express the participants' rationale for contributing to this theme. The 

first subtheme, failure of elected officials to aid the black community, described the 

frustration that participants felt when their elected officials appeared not to aid their 

communities in any economic way. This attitude was expressed by participant #3 in this 

except of their interview: 

Participant #3:  … Call the Northern liberties and jack the prices up so that Black 

people, native Black people couldn’t live there, and our Philadelphia local 

government did nothing but help them. Part of my family got forced out of their 
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home in 2013 and it was they didn’t get a check they just had to leave and the 

home that they were in, got torn down and redone and now white people with 

holes in their jeans live there paid $2000 a month for the same place that I’ve 

been mugged at. I was mugged on the corner of 2nd & Harper that whole area it 

used to be hell of dangerous, disenfranchise Black people everywhere. And now 

all of a sudden it’s for hipsters, bar crawlers, craft beers and our government did 

nothing to protect us during that process. And it’s still happening they’re reaching 

into Kensington now so that whole area full of old Fish Town, union retirees, it’s 

going to be taken away next it’s horrible. Philadelphia politicians have not helped 

anything in Philadelphia there’s so many issues and being part of the main social 

economic group in Philadelphia I’ve seen it, I felt it and I’m just totally turned 

off. 

Participant #3 expressed their unhappiness with the way politicians did not care 

for the community they resided in until the neighborhood went through changes that 

benefitted a different demographic. His family was forced out of their home, and he was 

a victim of a robbery. He felt victimized by the same Philadelphia politicians who are not 

seemingly protecting other Philadelphia residents who did not live there before.  

Some of the participants saw more power and mobility in higher socioeconomic 

brackets as an avenue to lead to more representation within the system. The subtheme of 

perception of higher economic status/greater representation represented in this study. 

The researcher asked the study participants if their socioeconomic status impacted their 

perception of the voting process. These are the responses that the researcher received that 
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fit into this subtheme as mentioned earlier: Participant #16 responded to this interview 

question, “well, yeah, because I’m sorry if I was rich, I would in a white person, I would 

definitely vote for Trump because I guess that makes sense for them, but not for me.” 

This past comment connected wealth to racial category. That racial category connected 

back to their possible political alignment if they were in that racial category. However, 

they end it by saying “but not for me.” (Participant #16)  

Participant #11 responded in a slightly different fashion regarding their economic 

bracket: 

Yes. I felt that I would have more representation if I was in a different economic 

status. So yeah, I feel like I would have more because I would see more impact. 

So, in terms of, Trump’s tax plan necessarily hit me, but I think that those kind of 

decisions about. . . .I thought I would have more stake in the game if I have more.  

They appeared to change of power to a higher economic bracket in terms of 

representation. They tied that to President Donald Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 

signed into law in December 2017. The participant appeared to tie the power to 

representation than having more of a stake within the voting system.  

Along with those who contributed to this subtheme, they felt that their 

socioeconomic status impacted their voting perceptions. They felt like they would have 

more at stake in the system if they had more income. They expressed a desire to reach a 

higher social-economic status to help alleviate societal ills that plagued the identified 

racial community.  These participants felt that economics played an essential part in their 

communities’ survival.    
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The next subtheme, socioeconomic status and voter suppression, delved into what 

occurred even when some participants reached a certain socioeconomic status and still 

did not see any positive significant changes in their communities. Participant #10 

expressed their experiences when they were less economically solvent to today: 

And I would say yes, because me coming from a background in which…It’s not 

like economic, our economic, we was on the lower end of the economic scale. 

And I don’t care how much people voted, it never changed where you were 

placed. And it wasn’t because of a skill and it wasn’t because of the knowledge or 

the grievances you had, it was just opportunity. And when you’re voting, you’re 

voting to . . . you’re not voting for that person to take care of you. You’re voting 

for that person to open up doors in the economic system so that you can showcase 

your skills, but the doors are shut off to you. But to certain people, it’s always 

open. It’s wide open actually. You can actually walk through in and out with ease. 

Me, I have to kick down the door. I have to kick it, run into it, ram it to get 

through that door. And then, behind that door is a tiger, lion, and a bear waiting 

for me. So once I got past that, it’s fire right after that. So you see the hurdles I 

got to jump through when the door is wide open for you, you just walk though. So 

then again, that’s how my economic status somewhat of it was affected by my did 

not to vote and everything like that, because I knew that it wasn’t going to change 

nothing, none of my situation at all, it wasn’t.  

Participant #10 felt that nothing changed when making more money and 

maneuvered to a higher social class. However, they stayed resolute in their stance to not 
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vote. The next participant added another layer to this argument. This sentiment was also 

shared by Participant #13 as they shared that their educational status allowed them to 

solidify their nonvoting position. This position was explored in the subtheme education 

provides insight into failure of system. She shared how her obtaining an education within 

higher education institutions helped to cement her reason further not to vote: 

Good question. My economic status…I will say this, my economic status helped 

me to get in the spaces such as college to gain access to the knowledge, to come 

into consciousness as to why I should not vote. So yes, in that regard, I would say 

my economic status did play a role in a sense that because I quote unquote at the 

time was struggling financially for instance, I was eligible for grants. And those 

grants in return aided me in being able to pay for my tuition to go to the African 

American Studies department. And that space and those spaces, right, called the 

university, I was able to access that information and knowledge. And then that 

knowledge in return helped to shape my decision-making, thus yes, it led to me 

inevitably saying the H(ell) with this, this ain’t no freedom. Because I started 

learning more about my history and my people, and so then I was able to make an 

informed decision such as choosing not to vote… What affected my view was the 

knowledge. So I would say it was the knowledge, it was me coming into 

consciousness and learning again about the sacrifices of our people, learning 

about what were the true social, economic, and political barriers in front of us that 

shaped and molded my perception. Reality. So yeah, that’s what I would say to 

that question.  
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Participant #13 stated that her consciousness became grounded when she went to 

her undergraduate’s African American Studies department. She stated that her 

educational opportunities were afforded by grants to help her solidify her access to that 

department’s knowledge. That knowledge, in turn, afforded her to cement her desire not 

to participate in the voting process.  

The next subtheme generated within this theme was that survival mode impacts 

the ability to be informed/engaged. The category explored how the participants who 

contributed to this category in which the participant economic factors contribute one way 

or another to them feeling like they are in survival mode. The following quote illustrated 

by participant #20 showcased the complexity of this survival mode: 

Something I struggle with personally is after learning . . . because I’m going to 

school for psychology. I want to be a psychiatrist and I want to aid my people, I 

want to help, because I just feel like growing up, I’ve always seen so many Black 

people struggling with different things like mental illness. And that’s another 

reason why people don’t vote. A lot of people have different underlying issues or 

they’re so stressed out all the time. They don’t even have the time to vote. And 

that’s why I get so upset. People talk about how the Black community don’t vote, 

but if you really think about it, it’s the same reason why most employers who 

burn out their employees aren’t sued, because you don’t have the time to. You’re 

too busy, you’re always working. And our community is literally systematically 

so oppressed to the point where we don’t even have the time to really protest or 

riot. Missing too many shifts can end you out in the street. Then you’ll fit another 
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statistic. We’re always trying to beat the system. And one thing that I too love, 

that video of Malcolm X, Ballot and the Bullet, I really love that video. That’s one 

of my favorite speeches by him, I like what he said. Another thing that really puts 

a strain on why black people don’t vote is because Black people, their religion. In 

the Islamic faith, I know a lot of Muslims won’t vote because it’s against their 

way of life or something like that. Christians they vote, but they have this 

kumbaya with white people, like turn the other cheek if a cop kills you or if they 

chastise you. You can’t seek revenge. It’s against Jesus to hate or to seek revenge 

or stuff like that. But it’s not really revenge we’re seeking, it’s justice. (Participant 

#20) 

This participant showcased, in her viewpoint, how economic realities made life 

hard for Black people. She alluded to how the Black community factor the economic 

realities of surviving. She stated that the community is systematically oppressed that 

there is not “the time to protest or riot.” Finally, she articulated that Black people do not 

vote because of various religious differences. Participant #18 stated her understanding of 

her socioeconomic realities worked for and against the benefit of specific communities. 

Her following quote stated: 

I would say yes and no. So, the no would be that it had no bearing on it. As far as 

it felt like I’m above voting, or that’s for the lesser than, or whatever. Or that 

voting would benefit them and not me, or whatever. Actually quite the opposite. 

The more money you make, the better. The more voting could work in your favor. 

But I would say, yes, just based on I don’t want to say education. But intellectual 
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thinking. I would feel that when you are in financially different places, you’re 

able to care about other things. You’re not in survival mode. 

So that being the case, it’s not just something’s going to flash on the screen and 

tell you, this is what we need to do. I don’t go to church, so it’s not a politician 

coming to my church and rallying me up about all the stuff that’s going to go on. 

Coming to the local school, having a . . . they don’t go to the affluent suburban 

areas and have a street corner rally about voting or whatever. They go to the spot, 

to the hood, and they promise stuff, and say they’re going to do this, that, and the 

third. And they go out and shoot basketball with some kids, and then that’s their 

rally up to, oh, come and vote for me. This person is cool. This is chill. And it’s 

the idea that I feel like when you’re not in survival mode, and you are able to 

think, you are able to have that time and think and sit and read a book or read a 

paper. Or be exposed or sit in conversations. Attend rallies and attend town hall 

meetings and things of that nature. 

You are able to intellectually put more things together and really think about 

what’s happening and what does that mean and how is that going to affect me, 

and my community, and things like that. And see how it really doesn’t. Or able to 

see both sides of things. Not just for someone to come in and be like, oh hey. Vote 

for me because I’m going to get these people to come here. There’s going to be 

more jobs. Well, what about all the other things that go into more jobs and things 

like that? What about the economic system? Jobs for who? Jobs for how long? 

Where economically are these jobs? Do we need 1000 more minimum wage jobs? 
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No. So, your able to intellectually, I feel that when you’re not in survival mode, 

per se. You’re able to have more intellectual thinking about things. Because 

you’re involved in other circles and conversations, and other things that are 

mattering to you, other than just survival. 

Participant #18 first explained whether socioeconomic factors impacted her 

perception of the voting process. She stated no. She said earlier in the interview that she 

did not vote. She also elaborated how she felt improved social capital allowed for those 

in that class are not in survival mode and able to intellectualize ways to think about their 

existence within the American political system. The participant stated the different 

nuances that intellectually breaking down things is easier due to not stressing to survive. 

The last two subthemes that supported the theme Impact of socioeconomic status 

on perception of the utility of the theme were: (a) awareness of politician ulterior 

economic motives and (b) racism/allocation of resources. These two subthemes both had 

2 out of 23 participants contribute to these categories. The participants who contributed 

to these categories felt that politicians would only help people that are more 

economically wealthy that did not come from their communities. They also felt that 

racism played a part in how those necessary resources do not come to the Black 

community. 

The researcher felt that it was essential to engage with the four participants who 

stated that their socio-economic perception has no impact on voting. They declared that 

no matter their economic status, they would not participate in the voting process. 

Participant #7 stated: 
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No. I think that taking the position that I’m in right now threatens my economic 

status, you know what I mean? I have education, I’ve attained some level of 

menial comfort, not really, but in comparison to what others have, a lot of people 

would much rather be in my shoes. So I think that taking the political stances that 

I take actually jeopardize my economics, not the other way around. (Participant 

#7) 

Participant #7 believed that his nonvoting stance jeopardized his economic 

standing, but he was resolute in his position. Participant #12 stated a similar perspective 

as well: 

Absolutely not. Both questions, absolutely not, because whether I have two 

pennies or I have a zillion pennies, the reality is the same. I had ample 

opportunity as a poor black woman to vote in every election. Always I had the 

opportunity if I so chose. That was never an obstacle. It doesn’t cost anything to 

vote. As long as you have your I.D. and you have a residence, you can vote. I 

always had I.D. and a residence. That never kept me from voting, and I never 

thought for once that if I voted for this person or that person it would affect my 

economics or my pockets at all. I knew that that was me, what I did for me. 

Nobody in office was going to change how much money I made nobody. Not 

directly anyway.  

She also stated that her socioeconomic status never hindered her ability to vote 

and never wanted to do so. These two instances illustrated that these participants did not 

want to vote under any circumstances. Therefore, the researcher wanted to showcase this 
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segment of the participants because they broke from the other participants' economic 

factors expressed in their answers.  

Main Research Questions (MRQ) 

What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black Philadelphians 

choose not to vote in either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections? 

Subquestion 3 (SQ3) 

Do these individuals return to participate in the voting process or do they 

continuously stay away? 

 

Table 4 

Subquestion 3 Summary 

Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

MRQ Why do Black eligible-to-vote Philadelphia 

individuals choose to not vote 

  

SQ3- return to participate- continuously stay away 22 77 

Changing factors lead to changing mind on 

engagement 

13 32 

Conditions for commitment to the voting 

process 

8 11 

Having candidates who act for common 

people and get results 

6 8 

Tear Down the System (Starting from 

scratch) 

2 3 

Feeling interest in-guilt for not participating 4 6 

Seeking expanded understanding of process 

and own role 

4 8 
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Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

When the worst politician gets into office 4 7 

How perception of self-agency shapes future 

plans 

21 45 
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Table 4 

 

Continued 

  

Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Encouraging others to vote 9 10 

Nonvoting doesn’t mean nonengaged 6 10 

Nonvoting-no regrets 9 14 

Utilizing Vote to Fight against perceived 

political threats against Black community 

(Perception of threat and intention to vote) 

8 11 

 

 

Theme 4: Perception of Agency Shapes Future Plans 

This theme was one of two themes that sought to answer sub-question 1 (SQ3). 

The researcher continued the inquiry about the participants’ nonvoting practices. The 

conversation was structured so that the participants were questioned about their future to 

re-enter participatory politics vis-a-vie voting or continuously abstain. These themes 

investigated whether the participants’ voting would change in the future. Of the twenty-

three (23) people who participated in the study, twenty-one (21) (n=21/23, 91%) 

participants contributed to this theme. The subthemes that were from highest to lowest in 

frequencies were: (a) nonvoting-no regrets (n=9/21 42.8%), (b) nonvoting doesn’t mean 

nonengaged (n=6/21, 28.5%), (c) encouraging others to vote (n=9/21, 42.8%), and (d) 

perception of threat and intention to vote (n=8/21, 38%). The researcher broke these two 

into different trajectories due to what the participants said they would do. Nonvoting-no 



 

 108 

regrets and nonvoting doesn’t mean nonengaged were more closely aligned with 

participants who would not ever re-engage with the American political system via voting. 

Encouraging others to vote and perception of threat/intention to vote aligned more with 

participants who expressed that they would re-engage with their voting practices. The 

researcher started with the participants who expressed no regret with never re-engaging.  

The subtheme, nonvoting-no regrets had nine (9) out of twenty-one (21) (n=9/21, 

42.8%) participants contribute to it. This subtheme expressed participants who did not 

express regret or any negative feelings about abstaining from the voting process. For 

example, participant #13 expressed her positive feelings of not voting and wrestled with 

community feelings: 

It’s a mixture of emotions. The reason why, because on one hand, this is that 

duality that plagues me. On one hand, there’s a part of me that wants to be in 

unison with my people in terms of what makes them happy. What makes them 

happy, what gives them the illusion of happiness is this idea of voting and I’m 

making a difference. And so I feel good at the end of the day, I’ve done my due 

diligence. And so I feel sometimes, it feels very tiresome. It feels very 

disillusioned. I know if this emotion per se, one word, I think I have to describe 

because it’s an emotional state, I have to tie them in. But to make it simple for this 

interview, I would say sometimes depressing, sometimes sad. Sometimes 

enraging. I would say I feel like I alternate between those three emotions when it 

comes to that because when I look at my people and it’s like, “Don’t you all get 

it?” It’s disappointing me. I think that’s another emotional state I find myself in a 
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lot. It’s disappointing and upsetting and then upset turns into rage and sometimes 

bitterness. That’s another word. I find myself fighting against bitterness because 

it’s like having this high level of awareness can be a blessing and a curse because 

it puts you in a space of…It’s like being a wizard that has the power to see all 

these different realities, but what good is it sometimes if you can’t impact it? So it 

could be a bittering, that’s what I was saying about reaching out to others.  

Participant #13 explained that she would never go back to voting but did have 

feelings of sadness based on frustrations with the Black voting community about what 

she felt was a lost cause of Black people voting for change. The participant was resolute 

with where her current political stance was situated.   However, she expressed her 

sadness and frustration about seeing what she felt is a lost cause of voting still being 

carried out by members of her racial community. She continued to ground herself in what 

she acquired through knowledge and cultural consciousness to locate her in her 

nonvoting stance. She stated she would not change her nonvoting perspective. 

Participant #12 echoes the previous participant’s sentiments in the following 

quote from her interview: 

Well, because I don’t think the political process as it is is worthy of my vote or 

participation or for me to acknowledge that it’s an avenue for change for the 

Black community or for any community. I don’t even think it represents 

democratic behavior, because first of all, we don’t even really have a democracy. 

Say they have a two-party system and then sometimes we have independents. 

First of all, we don’t even get a chance to choose truly who we want there. Then if 
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we do choose who we want there, the way the voting system works with the 

electoral votes, the way campaigning works, the way lobbying works, it would be 

very difficult for a person who was truly picked by the people to win, because it’s 

happened before.  We’ve had people that came from the community, grassroots 

people who would run for different offices, but it’s all about power. It’s about 

money, and the way it’s set up, the people who have power and money support 

other people who support them who have power and money. It’s never about the 

poor people without power and without money. It’s never about us. We’re 

supposed to support the system. We support their system, but not in the way we 

think we do. We think we vote for them and we’re supporting them. No, no. Their 

whole system rests on us being unable to affect their system at all. If I said that 

clear enough. I don’t know if I did.  

She conveyed her statements clearly that she does not see herself participating in 

the voting process ever again. She articulated that it was not an avenue for change for the 

Black community or any community. She felt that the American system would never 

indeed be affected at all. 

The next subtheme that worked in concert with the last subtheme was nonvoting 

doesn’t mean nonengaged. Out of the twenty-one (21) participants who contributed to the 

above theme, six (6) (n=6/21, 28.5%) were placed in this subtheme. This subtheme 

expressed the participant’s way of pushing back against the narrative that not voting in 

the political process does not mean they were not engaged with their community in 
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helpful and political forms. For example, participant #18 talked about how her 

occupation tied into her commitment to her community and to nonvoting: 

So I don’t believe in more so taking that whole political approach of going down 

to City Hall. We’re going to have a poster. I want to have a conference. We going 

to talk, talk, talk, talk. Because basically you’re asking people to be nice to you, 

and kind to you, and to do good to you. And I’m not about that life. So, I feel 

more so that with birth work, it is more of a hands-on real life revolutionary, 

because as much as we’re going to walk and march in the street, about how 

someone is treating you, what are we going to do? What’s happening right now? 

And so, the right now is that Black women are dying in astronomical rates in 

childbirth and postpartum. And somebody has to do something about that. And 

so, we can’t wait for, a law is not going to change, you know what I’m saying? 

There’s going to be 9000 babies between when you was marching in the street 

and when a law gets passed. Who’s going to take care of it? (Participant #18) 

The participant continued below with how this connected to her community and her 

nonvoting stance. 

So, my thing was I came into more of a, we need to do for us. And take care of us, 

and that’s not going to change nothing over here. No matter who is in office. No 

matter what’s happening. No matter who gets what, and elects the who, and 

leaves office, and come back to office. You know what I’m saying? That 

homeless man is still over there, and needs some food. This sister’s about, is 

being ignored for her medical needs. And she’s saying, this child needs this, and 
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that, and the third. And we need to do real stuff. So, I don’t see the need to busy 

myself with that when sun up to sundown, daytime, right here on this block, need 

stuff.  

Participant #18 connected her nonvoting practices to her occupation, which 

connected to the community, and expressed where the “revolutionary” work needed to 

be. She said that action could not be done by a political system but by the individuals 

who made up the community. She expressed how she was creating spaces for her people 

in the here-and-now instead of in the future.  

Another participant, participant #11, conveyed similar sentiments when they 

explained how they engaged with community: 

Participant #11:  Well, I think the building part, I think it’s much more 

conversational because some of those people…Well, that’s sort of the debate. I 

think that they engage in their own political activities via community 

development. I think we consider community development as a political activity. 

Participant #2 echoed participant #11’s conversation about community 

development as it pertains to the classroom setting below: 

Participant #2:  So, even though you’re not participating in the electorate, your 

engagement in “consciousness development” and cultural awareness, whether it’s 

in the classroom or outside of the classroom, you feel that those are political acts 

within themselves. I also think that we feel that way. (Participant #2) 

The participants above connected their work in the academic setting as doing 

community work and developing the culture through educational means. These two 
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participants expressed different ways in which they were still political without engaging 

in voting. They deemed their work more essential than voting. These two subthemes 

supported each other and showcased the relationship between their nonvoting practices 

and their cultural awareness. The other participants echoed similar sentiments. 

The other two subthemes, encouraging others to vote and perception of 

threat/intention to vote, connected those who expressed that they would vote again in 

future elections. Even though they did not participate in the 2012 and 2016 elections, 

these two subthemes explained why they would re-engage and encourage others to join in 

the voting process via voting. Encouraging others to vote, the subtheme had nine (9) of 

the twenty-three (23) (n=9/23, 39.1%) participants contribute to this theme. This 

subtheme expressed that they would enable other Black people to vote, or at the very 

least, not argue with another community member’s desire to participate. For example, 

participant #9 expressed this sentiment: 

I would tell them that they need to vote, and I would not try to sway their 

decision, but I will tell them that they need to vote. And I will tell them that since 

you’re going to vote, not, hey, you need vote, since you’re going to vote, you 

probably want to know about the candidates that are available. And you should 

get into it because it’s going to affect your life. People say it doesn’t affect their 

lives, but that mess affects your life.  

Participant #8 expressed her tendency to participate in the next election due to the 

sociopolitical climate that engulfed the American public. The death of George Floyd at 

the hands of police officers affected her, as she stated in the following quote: 
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This year, police brutality and police reform and Donald Trump and Biden, this is 

probably the most…I mean, actually with family, we all sitting down having a 

drink, talking about this shit, and this is probably the first time that any of us ever 

brought up politics. It was because it’s just such a hot topic with so much going 

on, and I have to say that this year alone has opened up my eyes to so many 

things, especially dealing with the pandemic and how Black people are treated 

and a lot of people, not knowing that . . . a lot of White people not understanding 

their own privilege.  So that has opened up my eyes in different ways because I 

have a few White friends and they could not even begin to understand the 

situation that happened with George Floyd. This is stuff we’ve been living 

through, you know what I mean? But nobody ever talks about it. Fuck no, I 

started talking about it to my White friends, like, “No, y’all going to listen to this. 

You can’t support me in private and then not support my people in public. It can’t 

work that way. Your voice is just as important.” So if you’re talking national 

politics and the stuff that do need to change, because I agree, there is things that 

need to change.  

Participant #8 connected her desire to re-engage with voting and encouraging 

others to vote to address societal and economic ills. These two accounts convey the 

overall sentiment that the participants shared in this subtheme. They wanted to re-engage 

with voting to help their community out in some way.  

The following subtheme of perception of threat/intention to vote worked 

alongside the previous subtheme. This subtheme had eight (8) of twenty-three (23) 
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(n=8/23, 34.7%) participants were placed within this subtheme. This subtheme expressed 

the sentiment of protecting the community from a political or social threat. For example, 

some participants viewed former President Donald Trump as a threat to their 

communities. These attitudes were tied together with their intention to vote to push back 

against that threat. Participant #14 delved into these feelings as they expressed why they 

would vote again: 

Participant #14:  I’m not going to…Okay, so I do plan to vote. Moving forward, I 

do plan to vote. For whatever reason that I can’t, which I don’t know what 

that…But I do plan to vote moving forward. Yes. I’m not going to lie. I too, 

leading up to the election, I too was at the point of, who do I…Who am I going to 

choose? I know I want Trump out, he’s got to go, but then you start hearing things 

about Biden. Then they started digging up things from his past and making it 

seem that, oh, how he’s a racist or things that he may have done that could have 

raised some eyebrows in the past, or even when he was vice president. 

So well it’s like, okay, who do you vote? And at the end of the day I voted for 

Biden. I’m like Biden could suck as a president for all we know, but I don’t think 

anyone can be as bad as Trump. Like that was my whole thing. It was just like, 

that was my whole thing. I just got to take the chance on Biden just because I 

know what Trump is capable of and it’s just not acceptable. So I was at that point, 

I’m just like, I’m just going to go with Biden. And then to know that he has a, not 

only a female vice-president, but an African American female, I said, okay, yeah. 

We might have got to a chance. We might have got to a chance. (Participant #14) 
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The participant described that they saw former President Donald Trump as a 

threat to the overall Black community. However, they did express apprehension towards 

President Biden but went ahead and voted for him. This sentiment is tied back to the 

lesser of two evils subtheme described earlier in the chapter. Participant #11 expressed 

this sentiment in the following conversation that occurred in the interview: 

Participant #11:  Yeah, so it is fluid. So, my apprehensions are much so rooted in 

those factors that we talked about. There’s cultural, there’s political, there’s 

economic and all. So, I do have a certain apprehension with it, but I’m not 

completely closed off to the process of…Of voting and participating, yeah. So, I 

guess I said that because this past election did increase a motivation to want to 

participate in the future. 

The past election that he alluded to was the 2016 U.S. presidential election in 

which President Donald Trump won. He stated that many factors influenced him not to 

vote, but it did not completely turn him off to re-engaging with the voting process. The 

participants who contributed to this category tended to agree with the previous 

participants. These categories fed into how they utilized the agency to offer protection 

and help for their people. Even though they had different strategies to get there and 

expressed to abstain or sometimes go back into the voting process, they still utilized 

some form of connection to the community to support their actions. These conversations 

are explored in the Discussion section of the next chapter.  
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Theme 5: Changing Factors Lead to Changing Minds on Engagement 

This theme expressed what factors would persuade those who did not vote in 

either one of the 2012 or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections to go back and re-engage with 

the American political process vis-a-vie voting. Out of twenty-three (23) who 

participated in this study, twenty-two (22) (n=22/23, 95.6%) of the participants talked 

about their intent to either stay away or return to voting. to this theme, eight (8) (n=8/22, 

36.3%) of the participants placed conditions of what would lure them back to participate 

in the political process again. The subtheme called conditions for commitment to the 

voting process supported this theme because the participants stated what they would have 

to see to re-engage. Out of those eight participants, six (n=6/8, 75%) said they would 

have to see candidates who act for common people and get results in one form or fashion. 

Participant #21 stated this sentiment in the quote below when asked this question by the 

researcher: 

Participant# 21:  Well, I’m not saying I’m a Democrat or Republican. But of 

course I’ll want them to sway to things that I agree with. Not saying me 

personally, Oh, if I don’t like this person, if they’re black or white or whatever 

their color may be. Well, when it comes to color, it’s like, okay yes, of course, I 

want somebody that has my same ethnicity to run the world or be a speaker, or 

have that opportunity is something that we fought for, that’s a big thing.  

Another participant, Participant #16, expressed similar sentiments below: 

I’m from a diverse background. Someone who has things in common with just 

common people. Um . . . sorry . . . sorry. I would love to see someone like in an 
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ideal world, I would like to see with someone who came from a low class 

background, who didn’t come from families who had money, who had to work 

their way up from the bottom, who was maybe an LGBTQ person, or did not 

surround themselves with only white people all the time who understood what 

common life was like in America for everyone, so that they can make decisions 

based off of that. 

Participant #16 and those who contributed to this subtheme expressed their desire 

to see someone who matched what they saw in their Black community. Additionally, this 

subtheme said the only way that they would re-engage with the political process.  

Another subtheme that emerged stated they wanted the whole system to be 

replaced before engaging with it via voting. This subtheme was named starting from 

scratch. Out of the eight (8) people who participated in the subtheme, two (2) (n=2/8, 

25%) expressed that they wanted the whole system to be eradicated to build something 

new. Participant #13 stated: 

Participant #13:  I continue, in the present tense, to continue not to participate in 

the voting process as long as someone else is prescribing that reality, that has 

nothing to do with my people. I will reconsider only when my people truly choose 

to create the systems that reflect them and reflect our reality. Then, and only then 

would I cast my vote. If Kwame Nkrumah was the person in 2020, alive. He was 

putting together a political system as he did in Ghana, I’d be casting my vote. If 

Castro was still alive and this was 2020, and he was helping our people, I’d be 

casting my vote. If Che Guevara was there organizing my people, I’d be casting 
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my vote. If these people, Malcolm X was putting together a political system that 

represented our people, I’d be casting my vote. So I’m actually not against the 

process, I’m against the people who have put it together and then put it in front of 

me as if this is for me. This is not for me. This is for you. I hope that answers your 

question.  

Along with the other participants, she stated that they wanted a system that 

worked for Black and African-descended people. They also said that if certain entities 

subscribed to their notion of freedom and equality such as Malcolm X and Che Guevara, 

they would vote. But, until then, they would not engage.  

The other subthemes were feeling interest in/guilt for not participating, seeking 

expanded understanding of process and own role, and when the worst happens. There 

were four (4) out of twenty-two (22) (n=4/22, 18%) participants were placed within these 

subthemes. These subthemes delved into how the participants felt the interest to vote due 

to shame or guilt. They expressed that was a driving force for them to re-engage. Some 

participants stated that they wanted to have more education in the political process so 

they can vote. The final category looked at the election of Donald Trump to the U.S 

presidency as the worst event to happen to Black people in contemporary times.  

Main Research Question (MRQ) 

What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black Philadelphians 

choose to not vote in the 2012 and/or 2016 U.S. presidential elections? 
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SubQuestion (SQ4) 

Do these Black nonvoters connect with other like-minded individuals and form a 

community, or do they operate in isolation? 

 

Table 5 

Subquestion 4 Summary 

Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

SQ4- isolation or connection with other like-minded 

individuals 

23 117 

Maroon networks exist but lack broad 

coordination 

23 117 

Disenfranchisement exists within the Black 

community 

16 44 

Race as a central factor other’s negative 

reactions to nonvoting 

15 36 

A form of victim blaming 5 8 

Abandoning your people-ancestors 

sacrifice 

7 10 

Aggressive judgement 3 4 

Encouragement to vote anyway 3 5 

Intelligence questioned 2 3 

Older generation more prone to 

judgement 

3 6 

Self-imposed barriers-blind spots 5 8 

An unwillingness to critique Black 

leaders-politicians 

2 3 

Holding on to the voting concept 

like its religion 

3 3 
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Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Moderates unwilling to see 

alternative means of action 

2 2 

Factors affecting willingness to reveal voting 

stance (situational/relational) 

22 73 

Autonomy and self-determination 

behind nonjudgement of others 

2 2 
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Table 5 

 

Continued 

  

Research question 

Research subquestion 

Theme 

Subtheme/Code 

Subcode 

n of 

participants 

contributing 

n of data 

excerpts 

included 

Connecting and organizing with others 3 8 

Connecting with liked-minded people 

through discontent 

3 4 

Explaining nonvoting 7 12 

Finding strength in shared beliefs 6 9 

Sharing with those who won’t judge 14 18 

Stance not broadly broadcast-isolation 12 20 

 

Theme 6: Maroon Networks Exist but Lack Broad Coordination 

This theme was the last theme that emerged from the data collected in this study. 

This theme sought to answer sub-question 4 (SQ4). After the researcher asked the entry-

level questions about their voting/nonvoting habits, he explored whether they extended 

their nonvoting stances to others. The researcher used this portion of the interview to see 

if the participants connect with other nonvoters and form a community or they commit 

this action in isolation. Of the twenty-three (23) people who participated in the study, 

twenty-three (23) (100%) were placed into this theme in some capacity. This theme 

expressed those networks of individuals who do not vote exist, but they lack broad 

coordination with each other in some form or capacity. This coordination was done 
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within familial networks or through conversations with friends or individuals sympathetic 

to their concerns. Those reasons were separated within subthemes. The subthemes from 

highest to lowest in frequency were: (a) Factors affecting willingness to reveal voting 

stance and (b) race central in negative reactions to nonvoting. Each subtheme listed that 

supported this theme had subthemes that supported their existence. The researcher 

selected three subthemes to discuss within this section to reinforce that theme.  The rest 

are in the Appendix A section of this dissertation.  

Of the twenty-three (23) participants, twenty-two (22) (n=22/23, 95.6%) were 

placed into the factors affecting willingness to reveal voting stance. This subtheme went 

into what parameters were necessary to share their nonvoting beliefs with people. The 

situational factor determined how the participant felt that it was relatively safe to disclose 

to individuals outside their family circles. They made that determination on a case-by-

case basis. The relational decision was primarily based on familial connections, and even 

those were done on a case-by-case basis. The subthemes that this section explored are: 

(a) sharing with those who won’t judge, (b) stance not broadly broadcasted, (c) 

explaining nonvoting, and (d) finding strength in shared beliefs. 

The subtheme of sharing with those who won’t judge had fourteen (14) out of 

twenty-three (22) (n=14/22, 63.6%) participants were placed into this subtheme. This 

subtheme explored how the participants disclosed their nonvoting stances with others. 

The participants determined whom they could safely share their political perspectives. 

For example, participant #20 shared to whom she disclosed her nonvoting stance: 
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Participant #20:  Yes. Well, my husband for one. My sisters. But my entire 

family, we don’t vote. My closest friends, I connected with them because I want 

to be around people who are like-minded. I have no interest in being around 

people who run the rat race. I have no interest in being around people who don’t 

understand our oppression or is not willing to fight against or rise above it. I want 

to be around people who were about change, but not about people whose down 

for the struggle. Not down for the struggle. People who refuse to acknowledge it. 

I don’t want to be around people like that because I have no interest in telling 

somebody that they’re wrong. But at the same time, I have no interest in being 

told how I feel is wrong either. So I only want to be around people that’s like-

minded. I can agree to disagree, but there’s some things you just can’t…You can’t 

look past certain things. So I like to be around people that’s like-minded. 

Participant #20 expressed in this explanation that she connected her nonvoting 

views with her familial base. Therefore, she decided only to tell those who shared her 

nonvoting viewpoints. This explanation was also expressed by participant # 5, who said 

similar views during his interview. He explained how his friends (who he connected 

with) have these conversations: 

Participant #5:  I mean, it was interesting. It was an interesting conversation 

because some of them was on my side was . . . they don’t believe the candidates. 

They say something like they’re selling you a product. So it was like they got to 

say this in order to win. But once they get elected, it’s something changed or 

something or someone changed them. And it’s a whole different…Their agendas 
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change from when they was running and when they’re elected. Some would be 

world peace and next thing you know we’re going to war.  

Participant #5 explained that sharing his nonvoting status sparked conversations 

about how they had similar belief systems about the candidates. They also expressed how 

the politicians’ agendas change from when they were running to when they get into 

office. As a result, their sharing of beliefs became situational and somewhat aligned with 

what participant #2 expressed within his interview: 

Participant #2:  Well, again, I think even…I’ll start with my mother. I think her 

mindset around it I think has grown as well. She’s become more open-minded to 

the fact that I don’t participate in the voting process. I think in the last election, I 

think when Obama was running, she and I had some conversations about it. When 

I told her that I wanted to vote for Cynthia McKinney, she was like, “Well, by 

you doing that, you’re taking votes away from Obama.” I think she was upset 

with me at that time. This time around, because my children have basically 

revealed to her what my voting status is, and we’ve just had healthy dialogue. I 

mean, it’s just conversation, just says, “Hey, I talked to one of the girls, and they 

told me that I shouldn’t vote.” She said, “And this is what I explained to them.” 

We were perfectly fine. 

Participant #2 expressed how he handled the tension between himself and his 

mother and how they came to a position in which they respected each other’s voting 

position. He then described how he disclosed his nonvoting position to his circle of 

friends in the following interview excerpt: 
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In terms of some of my friends, it’ll be something like this. In this last election, 

you would see all these posts going around on social media about how neither 

candidate is really an ideal option. So you saw the things about the lesser of two 

evils and “I’m going to vote for the lesser of two evils.” So I would sort of 

antagonize some of my friends a little bit, telling them, “Well, voting for a lesser 

evil, it’s still evil. How do you determine which one is lesser?” So we’ll have 

some back and forth dialogue, but the conversations, they don’t get disrespectful, 

or no one really gets upset, at least from what they verbalize to the other person. 

What they feel privately or what they think privately, I don’t know. But when we 

do have conversations, I would say we can agree to disagree.  

Some of other participants expressed why they limited their nonvoting disclosure 

to those who would not judge them. Participant #15 said this in her interview  

Participant #15:  Because I don’t want to get the lecture. Um, and the censure 

from people that are outside my circle, the inner circle know me, you know, cares 

about me, loves me. Knows my history. He knows my background and my point 

of view on things. And it has a measure of understanding, although there’s a bit 

of, um, lecture there too.  

Participant #15 expressed that she only disclosed to her inner circle. These 

individuals are people who she recognized as people who loved and cared about her. 

They respected her point of view and understood her. However, she did express that they 

would push back on her point of view, but respectfully. People who were placed within 

this subtheme expressed the various ways in which they disclosed their nonvoting 
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practices to people within their community with whom they felt safe. They did not tell 

their viewpoints to everyone. They expressed how selective they were with that process.  

These data from the interviews revealed the next subtheme that supported factors 

affecting willingness to reveal voting stance. This subtheme was called stance not 

broadly broadcast/isolation. Twelve (12) out of twenty-two (22) (n=12/22, 54.5%) were 

placed within this subtheme. This subtheme was related to the first subtheme due to the 

participants sharing their belief systems. However, this subtheme included individuals 

who did not necessarily disclose their nonvoting beliefs to a familial or social base. 

Instead, they kept these decisions relatively secret. This was expressed by participant # 

12 in the following interview excerpt: 

Participant #12:  So, when election time comes and people start asking me and 

talking about the vote, I don’t volunteer the information, but if you pressure me 

about voting and we’re close enough, then I’ll share that information with you. 

I’m like, “Look, I don’t vote.” They might even ask me why, and so then I tell 

them. I don’t go around preaching about it, because there are a lot of things 

people just don’t want to know. That’s fine. You don’t have to know it. I know it. 

You’re not going to take it away from me because I know it because you don’t 

want to know it. I know what I know, and I’m going to live that truth.  

Participant #12 continued to express her sentiments about why she stopped 

sharing her nonvoting stances with individuals who asked her about them: 

But I realized as I grew older that a lot of people don’t want to live truth. They 

just want to believe whatever it is they want to believe, and they have the right to. 
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I leave them alone. They have the right to believe whatever they want to believe. 

They have the right to live anywhere they want to live. I don’t have to agree with 

them. Then I have that same right, and I want people to respect it. So, I respect 

theirs.  

She ended by expounding upon her nonvoting position when the researcher 

pressed her about why she did not share her voting position with others: 

Kind of by myself. But you know what I will do? Because I would like for you to 

get some…Like I told you, most of the people I know vote. The people who I 

know that don’t vote, don’t talk about it, because they don’t want people in their 

face telling them they’re stupid for not voting. 

This participant determined that it was a waste of time to keep expressing her 

nonvoting beliefs to individuals. Therefore, she stopped telling individuals and just 

continued with her life. Participant #6 expressed the same sentiment, but he contributed 

an interesting position on his not sharing his voting positions: 

Participant #6:  So going back to even the question you asked before, I would 

never say I ain’t vote in front of a White person…I would never say that. It’s one 

of the same things, I’ll never say OJ did it in front of a Black or White person too. 

It’s just one of those things as a Black person. This is maybe just me. I grew up in 

a different time. Even though stuff is all “good on paper,” the perception still goes 

a long way. So even though I don’t vote, I still felt like the presidential election 

it’s too hard to explain that to people. So they don’t want to hear you didn’t vote. 

They’re not going to hear the moral decision why I didn’t vote blah, blah, blah, or 
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actually do vote locally. They’re not going to hear all that. All they want to hear 

is, this Black man didn’t vote. Once again, it might be the times I grew up on but 

you still have to represent for your race. I still feel like that’s a thing now. People 

are out here trying to incite race wars or anything. 

Participant #6 felt a “representation of the race” that he did not want the burden of 

having. He continued to explain his rationale below: 

Saying one race is better than another, but judgment is a real thing. Our brains 

work on schemas. So if I say I didn’t vote, automatically that person brain is 

going to associate not voting with Black men. I don’t want that for the whole 

population or one person. That’s how information spread. Most people don’t read, 

they get stuff through the media and from word of mouth. So this person saying I 

met this one Black person and he don’t vote, they all must not vote. As a culture 

we don’t read. That information is missing from us, and it’s legit word of mouth 

and that’s how a lot of stuff is haywire. Prime example: Emmitt Till. Emmitt Till 

is a word of mouth. This White woman said this Black boy whistled at me. Shit 

didn’t come out until how many years later? So that’s why I feel like I have to 

still put on a good front. Unless people I’m really comfortable around. 

Participant #6 expressed in that he did not feel like representing the stereotype 

that Black men fail to vote in the voting process. He thought that the weight would not be 

worth the judgment price and continued to decide not to vote private. Others somewhat 

shared this sentiment within this subtheme. Participant #14 spoke about his lack of 

disclosure due to a lack of education or ability to defend it: 
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Participant #14:  Not at all. Again, I just feel like I was just so uneducated in the 

past and that was solely just what it was, not knowing. And then it’s like, God 

forbid…Giving, God forbid, I have an opinion and let’s say you and I, for 

example, so clearly you know of politics. So, God forbid, you and I are having a 

debate, or having an opinion and you can strongly back up your opinion or how 

you may feel and I wouldn’t be able to. I would just be like, that’s just how I . . . I 

wouldn’t be able to back it up. At least that in any way, so.  

Participant #14 felt that he was not educated enough to defend his position of 

nonvoting to others, so he failed to disclose it to anyone. The participant also felt that if 

he could not adequately defend his position, he should not talk about it. These sentiments 

were shared in various degrees by participants who contributed to this portion of the 

category.  

A similar subtheme emerged to support this subtheme, and the overall theme that 

sought to answer nonvoting communities' questions was with those who won’t judge. 

Fourteen (14) participants out of twenty-three (22) (n=14/22, 63.6%) were placed within 

this subtheme. This subtheme explored under what circumstances they would share their 

nonvoting beliefs with individuals. The parameters were individuals who they felt would 

not judge or cast negative aspersions upon their ideas. For example, participant #20 

expressed such feelings during her interview: 

Participant #20:  Yes. Well, my husband for one. My sisters. But My entire 

family, we don’t vote. My closest friends, I connected with them because I want 

to be around people who are like-minded. I have no interest in being around 
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people who run the rat race. I have no interest in being around people who don’t 

understand our oppression or is not willing to fight against or rise above it. I want 

to be around people who were about change, but not about people who’s down for 

the struggle. Not down for the struggle. People who refuse to acknowledge it. I 

don’t want to be around people like that because I have no interest in telling 

somebody that they’re wrong. But at the same time, I have no interest in being 

told how I feel is wrong either. So I only want to be around people that’s like-

minded. I can agree to disagree, but there’s some things you just can’t…You can’t 

look past certain things. So I like to be around people that’s like-minded.  

Participant #20 felt that she could only share her nonvoting position with like-

minded individuals. She did not want to be in dialogue with individuals who did not 

share her beliefs and would not fight oppression because she and like-minded people 

fight against oppression. She also did not want to be told that her political position was 

wrong. Participant #5 also shared a similar position when he disclosed his nonvoting 

position with his friends: 

Participant #5:  I mean, it was interesting. It was an interesting conversation 

because some of them was on my side was . . . they don’t believe the candidates. 

They say something like they’re selling you a product. So it was like they got to 

say this in order to win. But once they get elected, it’s something changed or 

something or someone changed them. And it’s a whole different…Their agendas 

change from when they was running and when they’re elected. Some would be 

world peace and next thing you know we’re going to war. 
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Participant #2 shared disclosing his nonvoting position with his mother, who 

tended to vote in every election: 

Well, again, I think even…I’ll start with my mother. I think her mindset around it 

I think has grown as well. She’s become more open-minded to the fact that I don’t 

participate in the voting process. I think in the last election, I think when Obama 

was running, she and I had some conversations about it. When I told her that I 

wanted to vote for Cynthia McKinney, she was like, “Well, by you doing that, 

you’re taking votes away from Obama.” I think she was upset with me at that 

time. This time around, because my children have basically revealed to her what 

my voting status is, and we’ve just had healthy dialogue. I mean, it’s just 

conversation, just says, “Hey, I talked to one of the girls, and they told me that I 

shouldn’t vote.” She said, “And this is what I explained to them.” We were 

perfectly fine. 

He then expressed how he disclosed his position to his friends: 

In terms of some of my friends, it’ll be something like this. In this last election, 

you would see all these posts going around on social media about how neither 

candidate is really an ideal option. So you saw the things about the lesser of two 

evils and “I’m going to vote for the lesser of two evils.” So I would sort of 

antagonize some of my friends a little bit, telling them, “Well, voting for a lesser 

evil, it’s still evil. How do you determine which one is lesser?” So we’ll have 

some back and forth dialogue, but the conversations, they don’t get disrespectful, 

or no one really gets upset, at least from what they verbalize to the other person. 
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What they feel privately or what they think privately, I don’t know. But when we 

do have conversations, I would say we can agree to disagree. 

Finally, participant #2 shared how he maneuvered either sharing or withholding his 

nonvoting stances at work: 

Again, I’m sure if I spoke to other people, maybe even people at my job, the 

conversations will be a lot different. So anytime they bring up the election, I just 

don’t comment. So I don’t say anything either way. I just let them say whatever 

they want to say. So they’ll say, “Oh, I can’t wait to go vote next week so we can 

get Trump out of office” and “We need change.” I just listen to him. I don’t 

comment, and I don’t give them any clue as to what my perspective is. I think 

they believe that I probably hold the same liberal views as most of them, because 

all of them are Democrats. But I don’t even give them any dialogue around it. So I 

just sit in silence and listen and don’t comment. (Participant #2) 

He continued to move in silence at work and did not disclose his nonvoting 

stance. He does not engage for his reasons. He felt that not everyone needed to know how 

he moved politically.  

A similar subtheme to the previous one was explaining nonvoting. This subtheme 

was identical to the last one in that the participants still shared their nonvoting belief 

system. In addition, they shared how they relayed their position to others. Some 

participants also shared why they shared their nonvoting position with the people they 

shared them with, and seven (7) of the twenty-three (22) (n=7/22, 31.8%) participants 
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were placed within this subtheme. For example, here was how participant #2 conveyed 

his nonvoting position: 

Participant #2:  But I’ll talk to, of course, my wife, my children, people within our 

family and our inner circle. I’ll have that conversation with them. Again, and 

some of us, we have differing opinions. I have close friends who choose to vote. I 

have close family who chooses to vote. My mother voted, and we had some 

dialogue about it, because when I talk to my children about not voting or why we 

don’t participate in that process, they’re getting on the phone and they’re talking 

to my mom, and they’re young. So this is my seven-year-old daughter talking to 

my mother about voting. She’s saying, “Grandma, you shouldn’t vote, and this is 

why.” Then my mother explains to her, “Well, I respect what your father says, but 

this is what I choose to do.”  

He continued with how he has evolved in his conversations with others and the delivery 

that he utilized: 

So I’m more open to those conversations now. I think when I was young, I 

probably would’ve got into a contentious conversation with my mother about it, 

just being ignorant and passionate about what I believe, but I’m learning to 

respect everyone’s opinions and viewpoints, even if they differ drastically from 

mine. I want to teach my children to do the same. But those would be the people 

I’ve had the most conversations with about my decision.  

Participant #18 discussed her reason for sharing her nonvoting stance. She felt 

that it was her obligation to share her nonvoting perspective with people around her.  
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Participant #18:  Why? Because I feel we owe it to each other. To have these 

conversations and show that, what you are seeing every day as being the norm, 

the norm, the norm, is not happening everywhere with everybody. And there’s 

other ways that people are thinking. I don’t care if you agree with me or you don’t 

agree with me. I want you to know that there’s a functional . . . it’s not. Because 

we’re quick to write stuff off as White people stuff, right? And that’s not what we 

do. and so, given the ability to say, here’s another way. Here’s someone that isn’t 

involved in these white people things. Here’s someone that does think this way, 

and I’m as Black as you, and I care all about being Black. And blah, blah, blah, 

whatever.  

Participant #18 felt that it was her duty to share her nonvoting stance with her 

community. She thought that she had to push back against the normative practice of 

African-descended individuals looking at voting as the only political trajectory for the 

community to utilize. She continued this analysis in the following section: 

And showing that there’s more ways of thinking and going about it. And here’s 

why. Because you’re just being to vote, to vote, to vote. No one’s telling you why. 

No one’s telling you particularly, for who, but we could just tell by the mere color 

scheme of flyers, who they want you to vote for. And why. As well as who’s 

around to tell you to vote, and who’s not there to tell you to vote. They’re already 

telling you how to vote. And so, no one’s telling you why, no one’s telling you 

what that means. No one’s telling you what the other person is saying, or what 

they’re offering instead of me. What they can do. The connections that they have. 



 

 136 

The connections I don’t have. How I am viewed politically, and what I can really 

get done, as opposed to what I am hypothetically selling to you. We don’t have all 

of that. 

She finally concluded her positionality about voting in the process and how they 

explained their stance to people: 

And so, I feel in sharing and having those conversations, and putting it out there, 

here’s why. Here’s this person’s blah, blah, blah, whatever. Or here’s this 

person’s record. Y’all all cool about this person, but let’s just talk about this 

person’s history and what they have done politically and what they have voted 

for, and against. And what offices they held, and what happened while they were 

in those offices. Let’s put that out there, so you can make an informed decision. 

The same thing with birth work, right? I don’t care what you want to do. You 

want to have a baby in the woods? Underneath an awning with deer and shit? You 

want to go to the most sterile hospital, you want everything digital, blah, blah, 

blah, whatever. I don’t care what you want to do. I need you to make an informed 

decision. I want you to have all the information you need to make that decision. 

And it’s the same thing I feel about anything else that we do, I.e. voting. Make an 

informed decision. I don’t care what you do, or who you vote for, or whatever. 

Make it an informed decision, but we don’t always get access to the information. 

As demonstrated above, the participant believed that it was her duty to facilitate 

more dialogue and get individuals within her circle and community to think critically for 

themselves. She felt the obligation to share, even if the people she shares this with 
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disagreed with her assessment of the voting process. This sense of duty appeared to be 

about family. There was a familial component that was shared with some of the 

participants within this subtheme. For example, participant #13 expressed why she shared 

her nonvoting practices with her children to arm them with knowledge to protect against 

systemic oppression. These were her words: 

Participant #13:  This is really hard for me. I tell them the truth and it’s very hard 

because I have to do a few things. I tell them to, but I also teach them to wear the 

cloak, we’re telling them truth. So I teach them that in school, you have to have 

two sets of notes. One set is for what you give the teacher, because he’s a part of a 

system that doesn’t reflect you, the matrix. The other set of truth notes is for you 

to reaffirm your reality to you so you don’t get lost in the matrix.  

She continued to express how she armed them in the excerpt below: 

That’s how I delineate and how I move in terms of empowering them, because it’s 

one thing to tell them something, but it’s another to give them the tools to do the 

research and to see for themselves. That way no one can ever reach in and take it 

from them. Don’t let them come in and take, because see, there’s a way that you 

can wash out someone’s program, the foundation you put in them. And that’s 

what happens to our people, for instance, who go into ethnic academia. And then 

they go into those spaces and they get turned out because, you see, someone 

wasn’t able to put that foundation deep enough in you so no one can wash it out. 

What good is it? Then you’re hijacking. Now you being used as an agent of 

destruction with all that knowledge, we don’t need more of that. We need people 
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that once you pour it to them, they’re going to stay. And they’re going to be able 

to stay free at least here.  

She wanted to impart these practices to her children to protect them from the institutions 

and other spaces opposed to their Blackness. In addition, she wanted to give them tools to 

protect them from that type of oppression. She continued: 

So I’ve given my children the tools to stay free, at least here. In here in their 

spirit. That I give them the tools to be able to see their way in the matrix and back 

the hell out of it. That’s how I see it. So long story short, the way I do it is that I 

tell them the truth, but I tell them the truth in the sense of showing them how the 

lies have been pending in front of us can reveal the truth. So I feel like it’s so hard 

for me to try to simplify this because it’s so hard. And even me talking this out, I 

wasn’t even aware of what I was doing until I said it out loud. I have to give them 

two sets of notes to navigate the space they’re in while staying aware of the 

reality they’re facing. Because when my kids speak up, they’ve been literally been 

attacked.  

She stated that she had to give them two sets of tools to survive in this American 

system; one that would help them advance in the global community and help them keep 

their psychological and physical well-being intact. She continued to impart to her 

children knowledge and cultural centering and informing them on where she gained that 

knowledge: 

When I did my rites of passage, the first thing I had to teach them was let me was, 

“Let me explain something to you. The knowledge that I’m giving you is 
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knowledge that I had to go to college. It took me four years to gain access to. This 

information you’re getting as a high school level.” I said, “If you go back to your 

history teacher and you go and challenge them first of all who Imhotep was and 

things like that.” I said, “They’re going to give you an F and what you do is you 

keep the two sets of notes to get your high school diploma to get to the space 

where you could be agent of change.” And that’s how I teach them. I teach them, 

“You take this information and you hold onto it, you get to a space which you 

could create a safe space where you can utilize this knowledge to really make a 

difference where I say to save the space, save that space.” So that’s how I teach 

my children to, I guess, navigate this political voting system for themselves. 

The last quote encapsulated why these participants felt it was their obligation and 

reason to share their nonvoting stances with those they shared. In one way or another, 

these participants thought they had to protect and inform those with whom they shared 

their non-participatory politics.  

Another subtheme that emerged was finding strength in shared beliefs. The 

individuals who were placed within this theme shared how sharing their beliefs with 

others helped empower them in their nonvoting practices. They found strength through 

that connectivity. Among the participants, six (6) of the twenty-three (22) (n=6/22, 

27.2%) explained this phenomenon to the researcher when he asked them how they 

shared their nonvoting beliefs created community. For example, participant #10 shared 

this sentiment on how he built a community in the following quote: 
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Participant #10:  Because what I’m saying is, you put a thousand candles together, 

you make a torch, you make a bigger light. And for clarity, just basically, I share 

my beliefs with others that share the same beliefs. You wouldn’t know it until you 

actually communicate. So when I communicate and I understand that you share 

the same belief that’s when we begin to grow when we exchange, and that’s how 

we grow our light.  

Participant #10 shared that he had built a community with those who also did not 

vote. This attitude was expressed by participant #2 who connected their nonvoting 

community within the historical trajectory of maroon communities in the following 

quote: 

Participant #2:  Yeah. I mean, most of the people within my circle are people who 

hold the same views. There are some people who differ a little bit. They might 

still claim that they’re anti-white supremacy and all of that, but they feel like, 

“Well, maybe there’s some policies that affect us on a local level, so I’ll 

participate in local elections and maybe not the national election.” But for the 

most part, everyone within my circle doesn’t vote. Again, my wife, my in-laws 

don’t vote. My brothers don’t vote. I wouldn’t say that I purposely sought out 

people who have those same type of beliefs, but I think that it’s just something 

that naturally happened, I think, over time. Birds of a feather flock together. So 

when you’re around other people and you’re that close-knit, perhaps you 

influence one another. You inspire one another to think and act differently. But I 

will say maybe even some of the people within my community that I’m a part of, 
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I think I did purposely seek out those types of people who consider themselves to 

be, I guess, Maroons, and they don’t participate in the voting process, with the 

exception of, like I said, a few who have their own ideas around local elections 

and things of that nature. 

Participant #2 stated that he was a part of a collective of people (family, friends, 

etc.) who also shared his nonvoting beliefs. He said that he did not seek them out, but 

when they came together, they influenced each other and kept strong through the 

communal bonds that they had. However, he did identify that some within his community 

who only voted around the local elections. 

Some individuals shared that they did not share their nonvoting beliefs with others 

on a situational scale. She expressed her noninterest in seeking out the community. 

Participant #12 expressed this sentiment that she does not share her nonvoting stance 

with others. She shared her reason why in the following quote: 

Participant #12:  I have not, and it’s not because I don’t want to. Sometimes I just 

take life as it comes, and I do what I have to do and I do what’s in front of me to 

do. I don’t go way out of my way to do anything, because I’m trying to stay on 

my path. So, if I meet like-minded people, okay, then we can connect and do 

things. Okay, but I don’t go looking for nobody. I don’t. I’m not supposed to do 

that, and so I don’t.  

She expressed that she only shared her nonvoting viewpoints as it comes, but she 

does not openly share her stances with others, as the other participants declared. She 

stated that she stayed on her path and would share with like-minded people on that 
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journey. However, she does not go out and seek those that she can have community. 

These three interviews summarized the feelings of the participants who contributed to 

this subcategory.  

The other subthemes that contributed to this subtheme of Factors affecting 

willingness to reveal voting stance were: (a) connecting through discontent (n=3/22, 

13.6%), connecting and organizing (n=3/22, 13.6%) and (b) autonomy and self-

determination behind nonjudgement of others (n=2/22, 9%). These subthemes expressed 

how these participants also connected with others with whom they shared their nonvoting 

viewpoints. They connected through discontentment with the system. They also 

demonstrated how they connected and organized with one another and organized their 

agency/self-determination behind the nonjudgement of others. These subthemes feed into 

the theme that maroon networks exist but lack broad coordination.  

The second subtheme that supported Maroon networks existed but lacked broad 

coordination was race central in negative reactions to nonvoting. This subtheme 

encapsulated the feelings or attitudes that the participants encountered when they did 

share their nonvoting stances with people. The responses that the participants usually 

experienced were either positive, neutral, or negative. However, the reactions tended to 

be negative. This subtheme placed the signifier of Race as central to the negative 

responses that the participants encountered when they did share their nonvoting stances 

with people, and fifteen (15) out of sixteen (16) (n=15/16, 93.7%) of the participants 

contributed to this subtheme. The smaller subthemes that support this subtheme are: (a) 
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abandoning your people/ancestors sacrifice, (b) a form of victim-blaming, and (c) 

encouraging to vote anyway.  

The first form of adverse reaction that emerged from the study was the 

abandoning your people/ancestors sacrifice. Seven (7) of the fifteen (15) (n=7/15, 

46.6%) participants’ responses were placed within this subtheme. This subtheme 

expressed how some of the negative reactions to the participants’ nonvoting practices 

were stated. For example, the participants said they were told they were doing a 

disservice to their community and their racial legacy. This position was expounded upon 

in the following quote stated by Participant #18 when she said what people blamed her 

for when she expressed that she did not vote: 

Participant #18:  Of course! Of course. My not voting is why your children is bad 

at schools. That’s why your rose is dead. That’s why police is killing Black 

people. It’s because I did not go and stand on that street and click a button in that 

office. That’s why, and it’s because me and my 10 friends didn’t go, and that’s 

why this still happening. So yeah. There’s definitely challenge in that ways, that’s 

I’m anti-Black, or I don’t care about the Black community, because I’m not out 

here rallying people up to vote. Or I’m not going. Yeah, you don’t . . . that’s 

what’s wrong, and that’s why we don’t have nothing. And oh, we missed the last 

vote by. If only 9000….90 people. You shouldn’t have to vote on these things. 

You shouldn’t have to be down to an election between why. You know what I 

mean? Good schools and shit like that. That shouldn’t be up for vote. What does 

that? 
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Participant #13 explained a similar sentiment when the researcher asked why she did not 

share her nonvoting stance with people: 

Participant #13:  I wear the mask of Oya, I like to say, to get where I need to get 

to make true effective change. And I also make that conscious decision of not 

telling people my voting stance, because people are so entrenched in this idea 

that, “Oh, you’re doing a disservice,” or “People were lynched for voting.” I said 

the hell with that. The thing, the reason why they died was the corrupt system. 

Why should they have had to be put in a position to vote for their freedom in the 

first place? That’s my rebuttal. But when you’re looking dealing with people in 

terms of loss and power, you can’t disclose that. So you have to get to a space just 

like our ancestors did, such as the field slaves, who had to cloak themselves with 

the house slave to get closer to burn the bitch down, excuse my French. 

Participant #13 stated that she is quiet about her nonvoting stance because she 

actively participates in combating the system. The participant believed that people cannot 

know what you are doing, especially when you are resisting a system that is in the way of 

you achieving freedom. So, she decided to move in silence and not share her nonvoting 

stance for the sake of anonymity. Participant #4 stated what he encountered when he told 

people within his community that he did not vote: 

Participant #4:  Oh yes. They say that, “Ah, you’re not African. Africa don’t want 

you, blah, blah, blah. But I tell them, “If you read your history, you won’t say 

nothing like that.” I always tell them read Malcolm X’s speech. Like Malcolm 

said if you hate yourself, then you hate your culture, your roots, who you are. And 
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like I tell people, you can’t have two mothers. And what mother do you want? 

You want a mother who going to take care of you with riches, make sure you go 

to school, trade? Or you want a mother’s going to incarcerate you, kill you and 

embalm, so what mother you want? I say, “I’ll take the African mother because 

without that cell phone, Africa gave you their cell phone. Anything to take 

knowledge you gave brother, Africa gave you that cell phone, all the inventions. 

African people do the inventions for the country and we don’t get nothing. 

Participant #4 echoed the sentiments that Participant #13 stated about how people 

utilized a familiar Civil Rights racial critique of his nonvoting stance. However, he 

countered by using cultural markers to stand his ground. The other participants within 

this subtheme also stated similar remarks directed at them when they shared or heard 

criticisms of individuals who did not utilize the power of the ballot box.  

A similar subtheme to the last subtheme was a form of victim-blaming. Five (5) 

participants out of fifteen (15) (n=5/15, 33.3%) were placed within to this subtheme. This 

subtheme showcased how the participants were blamed for the negative political 

consequences that the Black community endured. This sentiment was shared by 

participant # 9 when he shared what happened to him when having a conversation with 

someone in which he shared that he did not vote: 

Participant #9:  Yeah, it does. I was going to say no, but it does come up because 

the people that asked me why, some of them said, well, what’s going to happen to 

Black people now that this guy’s in office, because you didn’t vote? And it was 
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more them telling me to wake up. You can’t just let it slide because you think it’s 

going to go one way, bro. Go participate and make it go the way it needs to go.  

This type of victim-blaming impacted participant #9 because he shared that with 

his friends that did not vote in the 2016 election.  The individuals that critiqued him 

utilized his nonvoting stance to guilt him into voting in the future. This tactic was also 

used on participant # 14, as he expressed in the following interview excerpt: 

Participant #14:  It’s always the cliche comment of, oh, well, how do you expect 

change when you weren’t a part of us able to make change, or don’t complain 

about it now when you had the opportunity to make change. It’s always written 

back to, you had the opportunity to potentially change this and you didn’t take 

that opportunity, so therefore you should not have an opinion. Pretty much. 

This victim-blaming tactic was employed against the participants to push them to 

vote. Some of them stated that they would vote in future elections, while others remained 

committed to their nonvoting stances. However, all of them expressed how they were 

critiqued in one fashion or another. The other tactic that was used against the participants 

was the tactic of encouraging the participants to vote anyway. Three (3) participants out 

of fifteen (15) (n=3/15, 20%) stated that this tactic was used against them to get them to 

vote. Participant # 22 said as much when he expressed how people reacted when he told 

them that he did not vote: 

Participant #22:  Well, for the most part, they got on me about not voting because 

they say every vote counts. And I always shot back with, “one vote, doesn’t 

count.” But I’m smart enough to know that collectively one vote to nine votes, 
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equal 10 votes. So that’s just me shooting back a little fast at them, but I know 

better, much better than to not vote.  

These tactics and the other subthemes that supported the subtheme race central in 

negative reactions to nonvoting worked to explain how these participants were attacked 

for their nonvoting viewpoints. Some of the participants’ intelligence were questioned. 

Others felt that the older generation was more prone to criticize them than their younger 

counterparts. Other participants had aggressive tactics, such as verbally being abused for 

their nonvoting beliefs. These subcategories demonstrated what adverse reactions the 

participants either heard or had directed at them.  

The final subtheme within this Disenfranchisement exist within the Black 

community theme was named was self-imposed barriers/blind spots. This subtheme had 

contributions from five (5) out of sixteen (16) (n=5/16, 31.2%) participants. The 

participants stated that voting is like a religion within the Black community (n=2/5, 

40%). Therefore, they cannot say that they do not participate due to those pro-voter 

feelings they felt were strong within the Black community (Participant #3). Some 

participants also thought they could not voice their criticism of political figures (n=3/5, 

60%), such as President Barack Obama (Participant #12). Finally, they felt an 

unwillingness for moderates to see any other way to have political action that does not 

involve voting(n=2/5, 40%) (Participant #7). Their comments on these subthemes can be 

found in the subthemes of Holding on to Voting Concept Like Religion, An 

Unwillingness to Critique Black Leaders/Politicians, and Moderates Unwillingness to 

See Alternative Means of Action.  
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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIONS, AND CONCLUSION 

“Once the African mind is liberated, there is no shackle which can keep the African enslaved.” 

 
J.S. Jehewty 

 

This chapter study was an africological qualitative study designed to investigate 

Black Philadelphian middle-class voter abstention during the 2012 and 2016 U.S. 

presidential elections. This work also contributed to the still-growing research 

investigating nonvoter attitudes and Black voter abstention.  This chapter discusses the 

major findings of this work related to the previous literature on Black voter engagement 

and disengagement. Also included in this chapter is a discussion on the connection 

between maroonage and political maroonage. Finally, the chapter concludes with the 

limitations of this study, future research, and a summary of the dissertation. 

This chapter contains discussion and future research possibilities to help answer 

the following question/subquestions: 

(RQ): What are the reasons why eligible-to-vote, middle-class Black 

Philadelphians chose not to vote in either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. presidential elections?  

 (SQ1): What roles do historical & cultural values play in their decision, if any, 

in their decision to not vote. 

 (SQ2): What impact, if any, does their economic status have upon their 

decision not to participate in the voting process? 

 (SQ3) Do these individuals return to participate in the voting process, or do 

they continuously stay away? 
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 (SQ4): Do these Black nonvoters connect with other like-minded individuals 

and form a community, or do they operate in isolation? 

The concept that this study suggests, what motivates Black middle-class 

Philadelphians, is complex and encompassed within six themes:  

 optimism/obligation central influence on voting,  

 nonvoting stance rooted in historical/cultural awareness of a system designed 

to exclude,  

 socioeconomic status impacting perception of voting,  

 changing factors lead to changing mind on engagement,  

 perception of agency shapes future plans, and  

 Maroon Nonvoter Networks exist but lack broad coordination.  

Discussion 

This study’s sample consisted of twenty-three (23) persons who did not vote in 

either the 2012 or 2016 U.S. presidential general elections.  While their reasons for not 

voting varied, each of the themes discussed below were prominent factors in their 

motivations to either remain separated from the voting process or re-engage voting in 

future elections. These themes have a dynamic dimension to them in that their reasonings 

are nuanced and may have changed/will change over time. Each theme is described in 

summary in the following sections: 



 

 150 

Voting Stance Rooted in Historical and Cultural Awareness of a System Design to 

Exclude 

This study found a nonvoting stance rooted in historical/cultural awareness of a 

system designed to exclude. This finding appears to agree with the historical literature 

that indicates distrust of the American approach to address Black community concerns 

(Nunnally, 2012). Twenty-three (100%) participants decided that there was a mutual 

distrust of the American government that led them to not participate in either the 2012 

and or the 2016 U.S. Presidential elections. These individuals felt that the current 

American political system was set up to oppress Black people and that their vote did not 

matter. Their lack of trust in the American government to address Black community ills 

fed into their reasons for fleeing from participating in the voting process. They supported 

their nonvoting stances with personal and historical accounts of racial oppression within 

the United States, the failed promises of Black and White political leadership, and the 

lack of faith in the United States' two-party system.  

The suppression of the Black vote also emerged as a significant factor among the 

participants. Several participants stated that the Electoral College's complicated nature 

and suppression of the Black vote led them not to want to participate in the voting 

process in these elections. These factors, along with disillusionment of the voting process 

and the thought that Barack Obama and Hilary Clinton would win in the 2012 and 2016 

U.S Presidential elections, also swayed the participants not to vote. 

These findings did not come as a surprise to the researcher. These beliefs align 

with the Knight Foundation (2020) results. Their respondents echoed similar sentiments 



 

 151 

about their lack of faith in the government and their ability to address Black community 

concerns fully. Also, knowing the historical and systemic oppression of Black people 

within this country, their experiences and beliefs about the American government, and 

why they left the ballot box partly matched the researcher’s hypothesis. 

Socioeconomic Status Impacting Perception of Voting 

This theme was a significant one during the study. Fifteen participants stated that 

their socioeconomic status impacted their perception of the voting process in one way or 

another. Remembering that Black social class is not the same as White social class 

(Anderson, 2017; Du Bois, 1899) and the precarious economic situation that Blacks find 

themselves within this nation, it was not a surprise that socioeconomic status impacted 

their perception. Some of the participants utilized their growing educational level to try to 

help their communities as gatekeepers within the system. In contrast, others used their 

academic statuses to solidify their nonparticipation in the voting process. Others viewed 

their past lack of economic resources (whether growing up in a poor household or 

neighborhood) because they failed to see the American political system as a valid 

institution for them to vote into. Other participants stated that their nonvoting practices 

were not impacted by their economic status at all. They said that they would not vote 

whether they were poor or wealthy.  

Changing Factors Lead to Changing Mind on Engagement/Perception of Agency 

Shapes Future Plans 

These themes suggested what it would take for the participants to re-engage with 

the voting process and how they moved between nonvoting and voting. The first theme 
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indicates that the participants would only re-engage with the voting process if better 

candidates reflected the makeup of the communities they want to represent are on the 

ballot. These potential candidates ranged from being more inclusive in their political 

ideology or Black Nationalist in rhetoric. Some participants stated they wanted the whole 

system to be restructured from the ground up to participate in the process. The growing 

power of GOP voter suppression laws in Republican-controlled states and the continued 

gerrymandering of voting districts make the potential of these two suggestions to be 

realized on a massive scale seemingly remote.  

The participants shared the perception of agency theme in two different formats. 

Those participants who were more inclined to go back to voting as a changing apparatus 

grounded their reasons within a Civil Rights historic context. These contexts denoted 

more racial connectivity and a need to protect their race from harm. This linked fate 

context (Dawson, 1994) was prevalent in their reasons to return to voting. These 

participants felt that it was their duty to return to voting to alleviate their communities' 

social ills. The participants stated that they would return to the ballot box in future 

elections. Those individuals who held more Pan-African/Black Nationalists viewpoints 

were more inclined to stay away from the voting process and connect their activism to 

the uplifting and building of their communities. These findings were partially in line with 

the researcher’s hypothesis. The researcher hypothesized that those who did not vote had 

strong cultural factors that removed them from voting. The findings of this study 

showcased a more nuanced viewpoint and connected the participants’ nonvoting 

movements in a continuum in which it depended on racial and cultural factors.  
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Maroon Nonvoter Networks Exist but Lack Broad Coordination 

This theme looked to see if the participants connected with individuals of other 

nonvoters to create community. The study results suggest that those who held more Pan-

African or Black Nationalist viewpoints associated with like-minded individuals. These 

participants had familial connections that strengthened and centered their nonvoting 

ideologies. They hinted at spiritual and cultural ties that grounded their nonvoter stances 

and placed their faith in the building of their communities through the rearing of their 

children and households before placing their faith in changing their communities via the 

voting process. The other participants who stated that they did not vote would only tell 

trusted friends and loved ones that they knew would not judge or push back against their 

nonvoting stances in a gentle way. These participants appeared to be more reluctant to 

share their nonvoting perspectives on social media or work environments due to potential 

blowback against their nonvoting stances.  

This theme fell in line with the researcher’s hypothesis that these nonvoting 

entities varied from a small milieu of like-minded people to individuals keeping their 

nonvoting practices to themselves to shield them from criticism. Also, it kept in line with 

Maroon literature (Diouf 2014; Price, 1973; Thompson, 2006) that Maroons who left the 

plantation would do so in secret and not tell everyone within the communities where they 

resided. The Maroons of yesteryears and those participating in political maroonage today 

do not express themselves fully due to the physical dangers of being re-enslaved 

(Maroons). In contrast, those not participating in the voting process have fears of being 

ostracized and pressured into participating in the voting process that they feel is 
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inadequate for the good of the Black race. These factors include histories of African 

resistance against Western oppression, Pan-Africanism and Black Nationalism, Civil 

Rights, and distrust and disillusionment about the American system. Within this political 

maroonage umbrella, there are two types of political Maroons. They are borderland 

political Maroons (individuals who go back and forth from voting and nonvoting) and 

hitherland political Maroons (individuals who are not engaging with the voting process). 

As this work asserts, Borderland political Maroons are the individuals who stay in 

proximity to the voting process. They move back and forth in times of great political 

distress (Donald Trump and the Republican Party-political agenda that overtly suppresses 

African American way of life). They appear to tie their connection to the Black voting 

community to the racially linked fate. However, they expressed disillusionment and 

dissatisfaction with the American political system, and the only way they feel that they 

can express that dissatisfaction is not to participate.  

Hitherland political Maroons are the researcher’s label for the participants who 

intend never to return to voting. They shared their dissatisfaction with the American 

political system with their borderland political counterparts but situated their 

dissatisfaction within more Black Nationalist/Pan-African context. These individuals 

quoted Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey, Maroonage, and Pan-Africanism in explaining their 

reasons for not voting. The participants who expressed these sentiments are in line with 

what was generated as “intellectual maroons” (Carruthers, 1999). These markers also 

cemented their nonvoting practices, and these participants stated that they would never 

return to voting ever again. Similar to their borderland political maroon counterparts, the 
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hitherland political maroons still engage with the system in other ways. These people 

work in middle-class occupations and provide for their families while interacting with 

those they choose to connect. They are not removed due to their physical and economic 

link to America. However, they express their agency in a way that they have power. They 

either recognize that the American system cannot liberate Black people or remove 

themselves from the voting process to demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the current 

American system.  

Political maroonage is a nuanced and dynamic endeavor. It is not such a concrete 

ideology. These two categories may pull from different cultural and racial markers, but 

they draw from understanding assisting/helping their communities. The results that this 

study uncovered suggest that borderland political Maroons essentially return to voting 

with the intentionality of protecting their people. They return to vote for a candidate that 

promises to do better for the community. They return to the ballot box to get someone 

elected to place an initiative that positively benefits the Black community. This study’s 

findings suggest that those who practice a more hitherland political Maroonage do not 

value participating in the political process. Instead, they commit to their communities and 

concentrate on building their familial and societal connections while working and gaining 

monetary resources to fund community endeavors. However, they both still engage with 

the system in ways that work to benefit their maroonage and their people.  

These individuals who practice political maroonage moved so mainly in silence. 

They did not inform everyone about what they were doing. The borderland political 

Maroons do not tell everyone that they did not vote in certain elections. Those 
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categorized as hitherland political Maroons only inform their communities that identified 

with them in their nonvoting stances. Those who engaged in maroonage did not let 

everyone know where they were located for secrecy and protective purposes. They told 

those who needed to know and continued to live out their lives, creating their resistance 

and freedom milieus in their ways.  

Future Implications of this Work 

This study sought primarily to place Black middle-class individuals who do not 

vote into the realm of africological research and put them in the realm of study. The 

academy studies how Black people have various degrees of participation while not 

engaging with Black nonvoters. This study could provide another avenue in which Black 

individuals who want to create change within those Black communities can listen to the 

concerns of their constituents and formulate strategies in conjunction with said 

communities to provide resources for those communities. Suppose these Black politicians 

and policy makers want to make a difference in their communities. In that case, they 

must produce policies that target the Black community to help them economically and 

politically. The Green New Deal, raising the minimum wage, and pouring resources 

within predominantly Black communities such as North Philadelphia and Mt. Airy to 

address their concerns are of the utmost importance. Failure to do these things would 

continue to fuel distrust of the American system and lead to more individuals not voting.  

Also, this work could connect Black nonvoters to show them that they are not 

alone in their nonvoting practice and possibly help those who have similar motivations to 

organize for empowerment. Finally, this work sought to give a platform to nonvoters to 
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hear their voices and provide a template from which researchers and academics can 

launch arguments about participation and non-participation in voting.  

The implications for political maroonage in Black Studies are vast. But, first, 

every phenomenon that Black people operate under is worthy of interrogation and study.  

This email encapsulated the feelings of one individual that I tried to help me procure 

participants for this study: 

Email Respondent: I don't know of anyone who would acknowledge to me that 

they wouldn't or didn't vote. Not participating in the electoral process, to me, is 

inexcusable and totally unacceptable. It is a betrayal of our history and the 

struggle for equality our people committed us to. I began my career as an 

organizer, in Neshoba County MS. Anyone who purposefully avoids their 

personal responsibility by not voting, is not worth studying.    

 

 This quote shared to me by the email respondent showcased what I feel that the 

absence of studies focusing on Black nonvoters suggests.  It suggests that their political 

action is not worthy of intellectual pursuit. Political maroonage is the start of the 

conversation that grounds their nonvoting practices within the milieu of Africana history. 

It opens new avenues that the discipline has not interrogated to flesh out and broaden the 

political toolboxes at Black people’s disposal. Malcolm X alluded to the power of the 

vote within his “Ballot or the Bullet” speech. People have tried the ballot. What might 

happen when Black people utilize all the other tools within that toolbox to realize 

freedom? These participants seemed to engage, in various forms, the latter question of 

other means to consciousness, freedom, and liberation. This study worked to bridge 

theory and praxis by researching and presenting the nuances of Afrocological thought 

and the power of bringing agency into political practice  
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Limitations/Recommendations for Future Research 

The researcher would like to continue this research in other cities such as Atlanta, 

New York City, Chicago, and other major metropolitan areas with large Black 

populations. This research would have more nuances placed upon it due to the regional 

differences of the Africana nonvoting communities. There are nonvoters in every major 

city. This researcher would like to conduct a longitudinal study that focuses on the 

similarities and differences of the Black nonvoter across city boundaries and class lines. 

The limitations that the researcher encountered during this process were many. First, the 

stigma of Black nonvoters within society and the COVID-19 pandemic hindered the 

researcher’s data collection. Also, this study did not have an equal number of participants 

as it pertained to gender identities.  

This research uncovered some spiritual reasons why some pa Some of them 

expressed segments of African spirituality. Still, due to the time limits of this study, 

spirituality was not investigated as thoroughly. The researcher would like to add that 

component into future research to understand better how this cultural marker of 

spirituality impacts the Black nonvoter. The research would also benefit from a mixed-

methods format to make this study a more empirically sound project. Still, the researcher 

ran out of time to implement these changes within this iteration of the study. COVID-19 

forced the participants and the researcher to engage only virtually. The researcher would 

also benefit from institutional support in the form of funding and research assistance. 

This study is the first iteration of a massive project, and the researcher realized that he 
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needed time, which a Ph.D. candidate does not have due to the limited amount of time 

within their department. 

In conclusion, this study created a milieu in which the participants could share 

their nonvoting stances without fear of shame. This study was their opportunity to 

articulate their stances without having to be defensive organically. The researcher wanted 

this study to be a sort of maroon space for them to converse with one another, create 

community through this work, and be free. This work would not have been possible 

unless they allowed their voices to be spoken in this project. This is their space. This is 

their document. This is their maroon community. 
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APPENDIX A 

THEMES/CATEGORIES 

Theme 1: Optimism/Obligation Central Influence on Voting. 

 Category:  

  Subcategory:  

 
<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 2 references coded [12.01% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.30% Coverage 

 

Well, not largely, but there’s also like consuming, um, movies and I’m a big public radio 

listener. And, uh, I was thinking about this last night, that movie, um, Glory, I think it 

was, um, the antidote brand name, movie, like just seeing how really, you know, you hear 

stories, but somehow when they dramatize it in Hollywood, see how bad it was, like the 

poll taxes and the reading taxes and the nonsense that people who were trying to, um, 

block voting of people of color, particularly Black, Southern people, just all the nonsense 

that, that had to go through to do something that I just, honestly, I take it for granted, you 

feel a little bad, a bit and to know, in a broader picture of the civil rights movement, I 

just, all things that they had to go through just to pull a lever that is very easy. And of 

course it’s not just pulling a lever, it’s power, people want to retain their power. So that’s 

the dynamic that’s going on now. Um, the, the way that they would just totally humiliate 

and dad, dad degregate degra, I’m sorry, the degradation that they would put upon people 

just to be able to vote. And I think Common said more recently, if your vote didn’t 

matter, then why they trying so hard to take it away from you. And that’s pretty much 

what’s on my mind does for us the racial dynamic 

 

Reference 2 - 5.71% Coverage 

 

Yeah. If you have any sense of, um, like doing the right thing and, um, any sense of 

noise, any sense of, um, just honoring history and I don’t think people struggle and 

basically this is a little bit dramatic, but re recognizing it by showing up and taking that 

action at your, you know, you stand on these people’s shoulders and they went through a 

lot. It gets you here and thinking about the history of how the voting rights act was put in 

a place, and it’s not, you know, still not a part of the constitution and it should be. And 

just with, even in the bigger, um, Rama that, um, black lives matter, I think as a meme 

online as well, we say black lives matter because like last day in matter, when they said, 

um, we, the people and, you know, various points in history where we were not included 

in what they considered to be people basically. Um, so thinking about it in terms of that, 

it’s just like, they can take it away from you. I hear that a lot, all the time that the 

conversation continues you’re, you know, periodically knit. So yes, get out there is that 
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thread and get out there and practice, you know, practice, practice standing on those 

people’s shoulders, bow 
 

<Files\\Participant Interview #21> - § 2 references coded [3.11% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.20% Coverage 

 

Yeah, of course I will recommend them to vote. I mean, it’s all up to them and their 

personal out view, but I mean, I would try to persuade them in the right way, because at 

the end of the day, it does make a difference. Even if you might not see it, at least you 

were a part of. It’s a right and I felt like back in the day, a lot of our ancestors, even back 

to Martin Luther King and people who protested for these rights and it’s like, I’m not 

taking advantage of those sacrifices. 

 

Reference 2 - 0.91% Coverage 

 

Yes. Even though I have it, as I’m getting older and I’m starting to understand society 

and politics and government and the financial part and trying to understand everything I 

do highly agree to vote. 

 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.72% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.33% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

I voted one time, and I believe that might’ve been when I was first eligible to vote. So 

that was my only motivation back then, was it was just my first time being able to, so I 

did. Well, it might’ve been twice. I believe I voted when I was first eligible and then the 

year that Obama ran, I tried to vote for Cynthia McKinney. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.40% Coverage 

 

So yeah, so it might’ve been that time, and I guess I first became eligible, I’m pretty sure, 

when Gore and Bush, I believe, were going against one another, if my memory serves me 

correctly. So I know I voted in that one, and then in the Obama election, I tried to vote for 

Cynthia McKinney. That was the last time I had anything to do with the voting process. 

 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.17% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.17% Coverage 

 

I did vote and I was pushed not forced but pushed to vote when I turned 18 for our I think 

it was ward leaders that I voted for along with my mother. So she pushed for me to vote 

that year. 
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<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.61% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.36% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #1: 

My first time voting was in 2012. That was my first time being old enough to vote, I was 

18. I had just came home from the military boot camp, because when I graduated high 

school, I was 17 and I turned 18 when I was in the military. That was 2011 when I 

graduated high school. So 2012 came around, I was eligible to vote and I went to go vote 

then. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.25% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #1: 

When I first voted, I felt proud, I felt like I was really doing something, making my voice 

feel heard. I did something to create positive change in the community. I felt like voting, 

I felt like I did my part. What’s the word? I guess in our society and being an active 

member and participating in the political process. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.64% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.64% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Yeah, I voted and basically my mom. She was my- 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

That was the reason why. Okay. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.71% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.71% Coverage 

 

Yes, yes I have. 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

And what drove you to participate in the voting process at that time? 

 

Interviewee: 

Being younger in college, the degree that I have is actually... I actually have a political 

science degree. It’s more so government, but technically I have a degree for political 

science. I went to a political science college in New York City. So that’s what it was. So 

the atmosphere of a college scene or whatever, was all about the political voting, at that 

time. So, that’s just what we did. We organized people to do it, and all of that. So that 

would be my primary vote as far as it being presidential. 
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<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.74% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.74% Coverage 

 

And then my first time voting in 2016, I was with my aunt and she showed me how to do 

it at the polls, but prior to that, I didn’t know how to do it. I didn’t know how to put in the 

absentee ballot. I didn’t know how to go to the polls vote or who to ... I knew I was 

Democratic but I didn’t know, who do I pick? Do I try to decide between ... besides the 

president, who else am I trying to pick? [crosstalk 00:20:15] Everybody Democrat. Pick 

everybody Democrat. It was Democrat, hit it. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Okay. That sounds about right. That sounds about right. That sounds about right. 

 

Interviewee: 

You don’t know who to vote for, for governor or these little things, but you didn’t have 

no idea what it’s about, hit Democrat, period. Okay [crosstalk 00:20:40], everybody 

Democrat. So that’s kind of how I learned how to do it. It just wasn’t enough education at 

that time or resources to know how to do it. They was calling me, sending me letters in 

the mail for Biden. 
 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.97% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.97% Coverage 

 

My first time voting was when I was in high school. That was an event that students were 

invited to participate in for extra credit.  
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.72% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.72% Coverage 

 

Yes, I voted for the first time when I just turned 18. Actually, I probably was 17, and my 

mother helped me to register to vote before my age because she was running for political 

office. My mother was what you could call a politician in our community. She was a 

community activist, and she was a politician. This is the first time she was running for 

office. So, many of her friends were politicians who had run for office and were in office. 

She engaged her friends and family in the campaign process the year she ran, and I was 

her teenage daughter. We helped my mom campaign that year, because my mom was on 

the ticket. So, that was the first year I registered and the first time I voted. I voted for 

whoever was running, including my mom. 
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<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.29% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.27% Coverage 

 

Participant #10: 

Once and that was in 08 and I did it for I would say ignorant reasons. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.02% Coverage 

Participant #10: 

One particular reason was racial. 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Okay. 

 

Participant #10: 

Just wanting to see a racial change. I’m tired of seeing the same figures in the American 

economy, this American economy. I want to see different figures running the country, so 

a different face. That was one. Two, I was 18 and I was in my first year of college and 

you felt like you had power to vote. You had the opportunity to do it on your own with 

nobody influencing you. So it was my first chance getting a taste of the voting 

experience. I’m just, leave it there. I’m going to leave it this, so I’m going to leave it right 

here. 
 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.46% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.37% Coverage 

 

Yes, I was. And it was about the 2012 and 2016 election, correct? Right. Yeah. So I did, 

did I vote in 2012 as well. I did. I voted for Obama that year. That was Obama and Mitt 

Romney.  

 

Reference 2 - 2.09% Coverage 

 

Have voted before. I was very much looking forward to voting for the first time and I was 

very excited to have the ability to vote for one, a black man and two, I think Obama made 

a great president. So the first four years around and I was really excited to vote for him 

the second. 

 

<Files\\Participant Interview #1> - § 3 references coded [6.58% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.73% Coverage 
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Participant #1: 

What drove me to vote? I can’t really say. I guess it was just hype around the time of the 

whole vote or die thing and Barack Obama and trying to support him and get him 

reelected. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.26% Coverage 

 

Participant #1: 

Yes and yes. It played a part in me voting for him, because in 2012, I didn’t really know 

anything about politics. I didn’t know anything about politics except for democrats, 

republicans. You’re either one or the other. You vote for whichever one you are. That’s 

just what it is. That’s what I was always taught growing up. 

 

Reference 3 - 4.59% Coverage 

 

Participant #1: 

I guess in my house, my parents were democrats, so I was a democrat. We just voted 

democrat when it was my time to vote, I went and voted democrat. Because Barack 

Obama was black, it was so much hype. We got a black president. Young GZ had the 

song, “My president is black.” It was like, we’re gonna vote, black president. It was a real 

... We thought it was- 

Matthew Simmons: 

A real change agent. 

 

Participant #1: 

Yeah. That was one of his campaign slogans. Change and hope and stuff like that. So we 

really ... I felt like I really believed in that. We’re gonna have a black president, it’s 

gonna get better, we’re gonna be good. I’m from north Philly, in the hood. Everything is 

bad. I’ve seen a whole lot of stuff growing up. I’m like, man, we got a black president. 

We good. It’s gonna be good. Then nothing ever changed. 

 

2016, it’s just like we had a black president and nothing changed. So what could anybody 

else do. Especially if the president of the United States is the most powerful person in the 

world, what can any ... If a black president can’t change things for the better and get the 

drugs out the community and stop all the violence or whatever, then what can anybody do 

anywhere? 
 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.45% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.45% Coverage 

 

Participant #5: 

Yes. And because it was Obama. 

 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.81% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 1.86% Coverage 

 

So I have voted before. I voted in the 2008 election. I voted in the 2008 election. Of 

course, Barack Obama, of course is our first black president. So I had to vote for Obama 

for that reason. And then I didn’t vote in the 2012 or 2016 election. I did vote this 2020 

election, and that was solely because Trump had to go. That was what it boiled down to, 

he had to go. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.95% Coverage 

 

No, I’m going to have to say no. I’m going to have to say no. I mean, granted, back on 

the 2008 election, when Obama... I mean, of course everyone just knew all African 

Americans for voting for Obama. He’s the first black president, that was kind of like... 

But since that, no. As far as the whole Trump and Hillary or even Trump and Biden, no, 

it was never... No, I never felt that way. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.68% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.68% Coverage 

 

Yes, I’ve voted before and the main motivation was that was the election of Barack 

Obama. So, the candidate was black and that was a main motivation for me want to vote. 

 

<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.11% Coverage 

 

Yes. I have voted before. One of the main things that drove me into it was Obama’s 

election, him being the first Black president. But also I was at the age where I could 

actually vote for the first time. So those were the two main reasons for me. That and my 

grandmother got upside my head about it a lot of times. So I didn’t really have much of a 

choice, even though I wanted to do it anyway. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.65% Coverage 

 

I know I definitely watched the election live and I was excited. Us possibly having the 

first Black president, I’m like, this changed a lot of things. But I know after I was 18 and 

after I got out of high school in 2013, I definitely voted again after, but I don’t remember 

who was running around that time. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.13% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.13% Coverage 



 

 174 

 

I voted twice. I voted in 2008 election for Obama, voted again in 2012, 2008 was almost 

like a sense of collective achievement, and I wanted to be supportive of that. I think I 

would say that I definitely bought into the Cinderella story that corporate media crafted 

for us. And I think that where my political consciousness was at at the time, it was 

something that I was primed to receive and take a great deal of pride in. So did it in 2008 

and then 2012, just went out again, just because wanting to continue to support. 
 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.10% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.10% Coverage 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Okay. Okay. And the one you just answered, so that way, if they ask me questions about 

the one that you participated in, in high school, that was in Dallas, the Barack Obama 

one, right? The first one or the second one? 

 

Participant #17: 

That was the first one. 
 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.49% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.56% Coverage 

 

Okay. The first time I’ve actually... So yes, I did vote before only once. I voted before 

once when Barack Obama was running to become president his first term at the time I 

was actually, I was a student at the African American studies department and I was 

heavily involved in the Black Student Union and did a lot of community organizing then, 

like nine, 10 years ago now. And I’m not sure I answered your question. I, at that time, 

voted because I believed in what appeared to be what he was saying. I really believed that 

he was going to make a change for the Black community, so I had voted at that time with 

the hope that he was going to follow through on a lot of the promises he was putting forth 

at that time.  
 

Reference 2 - 0.93% Coverage 

 

What drove me to participate then was the idea that there was going to be movement, 

there was going to be a shift, he was going to help address the social and economic issues 

that the community was facing, and had space. I really thought that he was going to be 

that it factor for breaking down these barriers, these historical barriers that have plagued 

our people. And so I really, really was gung ho and voting at one time. 
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<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.70% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.40% Coverage 

 

Yes. I have voted in the past. 

Matthew (interviewer): 

Okay, I was making sure. I was making sure I was like, “no, not yet, not yet.” Go ahead. 

Speaker 2: 

No, no, no. I was just explaining why I’ve voted in the past. 

Reference 2 - 1.30% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

Okay. And I think our vote... Because our neighborhoods weren’t getting certain things 

that we needed. So our vote was critical. So that’s why I voted and I encouraged all of my 

family to vote. 

 
<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.01% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.01% Coverage 

 

Now, local elections, I voted for particularly because the people that I’ve known. And 

people that I did not know personally, but I knew of their character, things that they have 

done in other areas of the community. I lived in more so upstate New York, where it’s the 

city, but it’s more smaller. So, it was people that may have been in other positions before, 

that have come now to run for offices. So this person may have been the high school 

principal for 20 years, and now they’re running for local whatever. Or been a business 

owner for many years in the area and now they want to be comptroller, or whatever. 

 

So those elections, was how I voted more so, other than more so more of a barter, 

presidential election, more of a major election thing. 

 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.43% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.43% Coverage 

 

Yeah, because, for me, I don’t really see no real effect in a presidential election, you feel 

me? But the ones that matter for people where I live like the mayor and stuff like that 

because he can make immediate change. Their changes guy go through a whole bunch of 

other people. Mayor just make ... get the stamp and stuff change. So I voted for a mayor 

or something like that, but I didn’t vote for the president or the United States. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.58% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 2.58% Coverage 

 

Participant #7: 

Came back and resettled in 2013. But when I resettled, I was in the suburbs, but I’ve 

always been active. My family has very deep roots in the city. And then I’ve been an 

organizer, right. My background, I’ve been organizing since I’ve been 21. So I started 

organizing as a very young person, working with a group in the city called Men United 

for a Better Philadelphia. That was an advocate group against gun violence, so I was a 

victim of gun violence myself in 2007. So my just connection and love for the city is just 

something that... When you’re born and raised there, it’s like it’s your family, second 

nature. 

 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.57% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.57% Coverage 

 

I don’t really see the main importance outside the local elections. I was at parents’ house 

the other day, a person running again, actually knock on his door and he didn’t talk to 

him. You need to talk to him. That’s what you need to do. How many times do you see 

the president, any president actually come to a small town that’s not PA, that’s not 

Florida. It really don’t jog for me. So I think it’s more on the local one, I’m more 

engaged with, but as far as the provincial one, it’s hard to see the benefits. 

 

 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.44% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.88% Coverage 

 

Okay, so I did vote this past election, and I want to say, my first time voting was when I 

was voting for Hillary when Donald Trump was running. But prior to that, I didn’t. One, I 

didn’t want Donald Trump to win, so I voted, and he still won, and then I voted again 

because I didn’t want him to win again, so I [crosstalk 00:17:09]. So that’s really the 

reason why I voted. I think growing up I knew a little bit about voting and I did go with 

my mom once or twice to the polls, but nobody really explained the importance of it, you 

know what I mean? Like what it really mean, and then you think about our history and 

what we fought for just to vote, it’s a privilege 

 

Reference 2 - 0.56% Coverage 

 

So now the older I got, I think the more serious I started to take voting because it’s so 

important. But before, not paying no mind to it. I’m not political, but you don’t have to 

be political to vote. 
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<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.86% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.86% Coverage 

 

The first time I voted was the 2016 election. It seemed like it was a great thing to do from 

what I was seeing on TV and the type of person also on both ends, I was really upset that 

Bernie didn’t get picked. I really felt like he was robbed, but knowing politics and just 

going with it, he endorsed Hillary. So I’m like, you got to do what you got to do. So I did 

that. 

 

 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.90% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.90% Coverage 

 

Yes. I usually vote locally and federally, but more recent, since I’m older now, I pay 

more attention to things that affect my life. So, I feel an obligation to participate because 

even though it affects me, and I should really only have myself in mind. But some of 

these things affect other people that it affects them in ways that it shouldn’t. And if I can 

help, it will help me and help them, so I might as well. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.76% Coverage 

 

I mean, now I feel it’s my right. It’s something I need to do as a citizen. So I do it. I just 

take my time and do it, it don’t take long. 
 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 3 references coded [11.70% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.05% Coverage 

 

So I have voted before, like, uh, sometime-y voter or last time for obvious reasons. Cause 

it was, you know, no, I just, I did not want to be one of the paths of people that set aside 

and complain and not do anything. So I made sure to vote in the last two elections at the 

very, that just, you know, uh, objected to, um, the president. And I, I feel like, you know, 

enough is enough. He’s got to go and I need to do my part. 

 

Reference 2 - 6.28% Coverage 

 

That’d be, if I benefit from it, that’s great too. But like with what’s going on in the world 

now, and I’ll become painfully aware of people who just have it worse. Far, far worse. 

And from their perspective, the, the nonsense that they find the politics, the way politics 

plays out. And, um, it’s just, just revolting and it’s not just a vote. It’s almost like a 
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protest. You’re not as the only way. I’m not an activist. I’m not a, you know, I’m just a 

citizen. And I can, um, you know, and I can shoot my mouth off on social media, but 

where it counts is voting and it’s less, it’s a vote, but it’s also a protest. And it’s also like, 

you know, you’re not doing your job. So if I weren’t doing my job all, even get to keep 

my job, you may still get to keep your job, but not if I have anything to do. 

 

Matthew Simmons (10:55): 

Oh, so like there’s some type of retaliation if you do, or don’t vote, 

 

Interviewee #15 (10:59): 

Not retaliation, but just like a feeling of doing something besides just running my mouth 

and complaining, you know what I’m saying? And, um, yeah, but doing something 

substantial besides just complaining and then just sounding off on social media, like it, at 

some point you have to do do, I felt like I had to do what I can do with my power is 

within my power to vote. 
 

Reference 3 - 3.37% Coverage 

 

I mean in the past, I didn’t care, I blatantly would tell strangers I don’t vote honestly. And 

one thing that was, um, that my attention was one man...a stranger, I was just canvasing. 

And he said, um, well, if you don’t vote, you can’t complain. So that was years ago. And 

then again, it really made me think, and I think it was sometime after that, that I started 

consistently, you know, or I guess you’d say sometime you got more consistent, more 

consistently voting. Um, so as the censure, like now, and just putting that out there, like 

it’s not to me, to us, everyone has their own choice, but that’s not a badge of honor to me 

anymore. So to avoid over or to say, to avoid this the censure. 
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Theme 2: NonVoting Stance Rooted in Historical/Cultural Awareness of a System 

Designed to Exclude. 

 

 Category: Vote Doesn’t Matter/Whole System is Rigged 

  Subcategory: High Hopes/First Black President 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 2 references coded [1.91% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.92% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

And the reason I didn’t vote for him or didn’t participate in that election is because I was 

pretty sure he would win. 
 

Reference 2 - 0.99% Coverage 

 

So once he did a good job the first time, and I got an idea of how people felt about him, I 

was pretty sure that he would win the second time. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.29% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.87% Coverage 

 

For Obama, I felt the progress, I saw the actual impact he had from the 2008 election. So 

from my head, this is why I’m saying he’s going to win. It’s assuring. Even for me, I’ve 

done missed out on voting for the first black president. So even looking at it, I’m not 

voting for the first black president the second time around. You can’t get me with that 

type of a model. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.42% Coverage 

 

So to me, it was like he’s going anyway. I actually did a lot of research. I took a political 

science class and my professor made me do research into your opposite preference. 

Without him asking us, he said, if you normally would like Obama do your research 

paper on Romney and vice versa. Doing from Romney, I’m like, he’s not that strong of a 

politician compared to Obama. So I look at it as Ali versus Exhibition. I knew Obama’s 

going to win, so I didn’t need to.  

 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.54% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.54% Coverage 

 

And also I strongly recommend a Committee of 70 all the time, but I generally am 

speaking with people who vote, but just to find out what’s going on, when people say, I 
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don’t know what’s going on. Cause that was my, I’m sorry, I’m going back a little bit. 

That was my excuse to, I don’t even know who these people are. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 2 references coded [7.56% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.75% Coverage 

 

To be honest, I’ve never really been interested in politics. I guess, I want to say I never 

understood politics, but I also never took the time or put the energy to understand 

politics, it was just something that I just never cared for. It’s always going to be bias, it’s 

always going to be someone’s opinion versus another. It just wasn’t something that 

interests me, so I just always stayed away. And, some people, depending on your beliefs 

or how you make... Some people take offense to it. So it just causes a big thing that I just 

stayed away from. I don’t want to have to sit there and go toe to toe, argue with someone 

about why I feel the way I do. I’m not saying how you feel or what you’re doing is 

wrong, that’s your opinion and you’re solely entitled to your opinion. But just for that 

reason, though, just politics is just a very sensitive thing for me. Whether it be sex, 

religion, whatever. I just, I try to stay away from it. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.81% Coverage 

 

I guess more so, again, just being uneducated. You go to vote, you need to know which 

party you’re voting for, and of course you choosing to vote either side, you have 

reasoning behind that. I would have never really, I guess, had reasoning in a sense. I want 

to say again, because I never took the time to understand politics. I’m not going to just go 

into a tolling booth and just take the draw like, oh, let me just go with this person because 

I made... The name... You know what I’m saying? I didn’t know what I was doing, so I 

just stayed away from it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.38% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.38% Coverage 

 

I was living in the (redacted to protect identity) two years ago, and I was registered to 

vote at (redacted to protect identity). When I moved here, I had the opportunity to register 

but I just chose not to. And, I think, I would say the answer was a lack of motivation. I 

think there was just the lack of... There was just a certain disillusionment. 
 

<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.66% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.66% Coverage 
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I don’t know. During that time, I didn’t really care for voting after that one election. I was 

never really a politics person either. I just knew growing up that I was supposed to be 

Democratic, not Republican. 

 

Interviewee: 

Other than that, it was just beyond me. I never really paid attention to politics. And I 

would hear people talk about it and stuff like that. And I guess you could say I would be 

one of those people who probably would have had the exes over their eyeballs if you’ve 

ever seen them in cartoons or animated and stuff like that. And I would just like wander 

off into a whole other section. So me personally, elections and all of this stuff about the 

government and presidents, I never really paid attention to in the beginning. 

 

Interviewee: 

Honestly, now I hear more about it, but I still have more of a cultural reasoning for not 

really participating, even though previously, before I really like got to know myself more, 

having more involvement in different things, pretty much brought me to a different 

decision in terms of voting. 
 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 2 references coded [6.56% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.61% Coverage 

 

I probably thought that it was a, he was a shoe-in and that I didn’t have to, you know, that 

it was going to be taken care of and nothing was, um, that’s what I’m thinking now. And 

in retrospect that it was, it was no doubt that he was going to make it in again and I didn’t 

need to kind of like, you know, the others were going to take care of him. I didn’t have to 

participate. And sometimes it’s because if I don’t vote us, cause it’s like in my personal 

life, I feel like I’m being pulled in multiple directions. Like, okay, do I take time off work 

and go early and get it done or, and going late, do I, um, go after work and get it done? 

And normally it seems like it’s better for me to do it before work, but if I don’t set 

myself, my intention then and say, Oh, I’m just going to go. I have to work once I get 

home, I don’t go out and go again to vote. I definitely have to do it. And yeah, it doesn’t 

always come. It doesn’t always come to pass. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.95% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Logistics and just, um, yeah. Logistics was part of it. Part of it was my also, like I 

said, I figured it was in the bag, but nothing was it wasn’t in jeopardy, so yeah. So I felt 

like I don’t have to worry about this when other people have it. So, you know, if I vote, I 

vote, if I don’t, I don’t, but also, um, logistic too. That really. I mean, I was a poor 

excuse, but that’s, that’s the truth. 
 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 3 references coded [3.37% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 1.04% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

I have not voted personally, but I did usually go with my mom when I was younger and 

watched her vote and was able to press a few buttons if that counts, but not underneath 

my own personal consent, I have not voted. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.95% Coverage 

 

To be honest, I was told when I was incarcerated, that felons was not able to participate 

in voting and that discouraged me. So I didn’t really take the time to research into it. I 

just took that word as, okay well, it sounds like that would apply to me instead of taking 

the time to actually look into it. Which I found out maybe a half a year ago that I was 

eligible, but that’s what kind of deterred me from just voting period. 
 

Reference 3 - 0.37% Coverage 

 

Just feeling I didn’t have the right and was told I didn’t have the right to vote. 
 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 3 references coded [4.98% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.42% Coverage 

 

Like 21, I remember Obama was ... when Obama was going for the second term, I was in 

college. I was an undergrad but I was 21. Me and my best friend, because we went to 

Penn State Harrisburg, so we was in the state capital. We’re like, “We’re going to vote.” 

We didn’t know nothing about absentee ballots. We didn’t know none of that stuff, so we 

didn’t vote and we was athletes, so we was home. I mean, we was at school. If people 

was home, we was at school, but I think November 3rd, everybody was at school. But we 

didn’t know enough about it. We wasn’t educated about how to do it. We even went 

downtown Harrisburg trying to figure it out and they was telling, “Oh, you got to do this, 

you got to do that.” 

 

Interviewee: 

I just felt like they didn’t want us to really go vote for real, real because they knew we 

was Black and they didn’t give us as much info 

 

Reference 2 - 1.59% Coverage 

 

Like for Biden election, it was so much information and so many resources that you can 

go to to try to figure out what to do if you couldn’t vote in person and all these ballots, 

and when we tried to do it for Obama, it was nothing. It was like, “You got to put in the 

absentee ballot.” Well how the hell do we do that? “Oh, you got to go to your own city, 

or you got to do this.” What? We got to leave, then drive two hours and sit? It was a mess 
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and [crosstalk 00:19:48] wasn’t enough ... Like we just didn’t know how to do it. We just 

didn’t know how to vote. 
 

Reference 3 - 0.97% Coverage 

 

[crosstalk 00:21:57] Education, and it could be culture. Family teach you some stuff. So 

it could be something like related to culture, because in the Black community we really 

don’t talk about voting. We don’t talk about politics. I did go with my mom when I was 

younger, but nobody explained to me the importance. I had to learn that by myself. 

 

<Files\\Participant #6l Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.32% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.32% Coverage 

 

I don’t know if this is culture or my pleasing since I was in college, I really didn’t know 

the laws of voting not in your hometown, because my ID still said Carlisle, PA, and I 

went to Westchester and I damn sure wasn’t driving two hours to go off of to vote  

 

 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 3 references coded [6.04% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.11% Coverage 

 

Understanding of self. Well, I would say my beginning of understanding of self, the 

power I have in myself. I cannot rely on someone else to create, I mean, to fix issues that 

is going on with me or in my community. And I always use this analogy, like Michael 

Jackson and Made in America. It starts with The Man In the Mirror, it starts with you or 

the woman in the mirror, not to be biased. It’s just the woman as well, it starts with us. 

And then you be the change that you want to see in the world. So how can I rely on a 

president to just change everything when it starts from me, myself? So before I can vote, 

I got to change myself in that sense. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.35% Coverage 

 

No. And that was basically some of the factors, like me understanding that the change 

was within myself. And then also too, a lot times, what you say you’re going to do is not 

really what happens. And I believe a lot of politics is falsified. It is a way of swaying the 

people to believe in a system that has no control over themselves, period. So if you have 

no control of yourself, how can you change the people around you? 
 

Reference 3 - 2.58% Coverage 

 

You have grandparents, right? You have great grandparents. There’s a hierarchy in your 

family. That’s your government. However you look at it, you were born into a 
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government. So I’m going to neglect a lot of our families that I know and friends that I 

grew up with, they come from families where we all neglected our government and more 

so to comply in a government that really didn’t help your situation. I think we need to put 

more focus on our governments and less into a government that don’t really care about 

us. And when I explained that, it gave them another point of view. Now, what I always 

explain is I’m not here to sway your mindset. I’m just here to give you another viewpoint 

on things, because sometimes people can be one track minded and only look at things one 

way. Open your mind. 
 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.90% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.90% Coverage 

 

Yes. I usually vote locally and federally, but more recent, since I’m older now, I pay 

more attention to things that affect my life. So, I feel an obligation to participate because 

even though it affects me, and I should really only have myself in mind. But some of 

these things affect other people that it affects them in ways that it shouldn’t. And if I can 

help, it will help me and help them, so I might as well. 
 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 3 references coded [10.80% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.23% Coverage 

 

I’ll say it was more so personal. Not at all religious. I don’t have any necessarily religious 

backing to any of my decisions, my political decisions. I’d say it was really personal. I 

just felt it was me feeling like the system itself wasn’t something that was workable. I 

would say it was cultural too. As far as being a black person in the United States and 

knowing the history of our country, historical. Just knowing the history of our country 

and knowing that voting is ... I just didn’t feel like it was a tool that would allow us to 

obtain any type of sense of self determination or anything. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.71% Coverage 

 

Anything positive for black people as a group. Could say it was economic too in some 

aspect, that same berth of self-determination, politics, and stuff like that. I just felt like 

with ideas about integration and voting and stuff like that. I feel like us voting and 

participating in the system is just another aspect of integration. A lot of people, when I 

talk about myself not voting, it’s almost like they try to make it seem like you’re not ... 

People die for your right to vote, stuff like that. 

 

Funny stuff like that. When you think about people like Marcus Garvey and stuff that he 

was pushing, a lot of people they talk about how they admire Marcus Garvey and things 

like that. But when he was talking about self-determination and they when you put that 
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side by side with participating in the election and trying to elect people. It’s a 

contradiction, I feel like. 

 

The entire aspect of integration. I don’t know. It’s just a lot. I was feeling like I just can’t. 

I just couldn’t. I just didn’t feel like taking ... I just couldn’t take myself to the polls. I just 

didn’t feel like it was something for me personally. It just wasn’t something for me to do, 

I guess. I don’t really know how to explain it. 

 

Reference 3 - 3.87% Coverage 

 

Particularly with Marcus Garvey, just the concept of self-determination. Just the fact that 

... Excuse me. Our participation in this system is us practicing and we just gathering our 

energy and putting it into this system, and we’re not necessarily working to create our 

own. With Marcus Garvey, he’s saying we need to separate ourselves and try to establish 

our own nation somewhere or carve out our own land. Even if you want to ... I don’t want 

to say recolonize a space or whatever, but I don’t really know. 

 

Because with the law, there’s no real law to say an avenue where a colonized people in 

America could do that or whatever. I don’t know. I be feeling like yeah. All right. With 

Marcus Garvey as far as saying self-determination, my aspect was saying if this is a 

colonial government and we know that to be true, for us to not participate would be an act 

of self-determination saying we don’t want to be a part of this. We don’t want to 

participate in your system, because this is not our system. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 3 references coded [7.63% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.73% Coverage 

 

Oh! Okay. Because I felt they ain’t had nothing to do with me. I just felt that this was 

nothing to do. Well, what happened, I will say is that especially as I’ve come more into 

the birth work that I do, I am more of a hands on revolutionary. I don’t believe in 

marching in the street and getting somebody to change the law or whatever, changing 

where there are people. Laws don’t change people. They change what happens to those 

people, when they don’t do what you told them to do. So, laws did not stop anything that 

has happened throughout history to Black people in America, ever. If it was going to 

happen, it is going to happen. That’s it. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.12% Coverage 

 

Real work is the stuff that affects the Black community in day-to-day life. I don’t feel 

that anybody should be walking or protesting, organizing nothing, unless your organizing 

is so to have an effect on something’s that’s happening today, this week, you know what I 

mean? Right now. What the hell is the point of that? We have to get more of us out of 

survival mode and we’re only going to get us out of survival mode, is if the people who 
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are not barely surviving, are able to help those who are. So, they got to eat today? Who 

gone got some food today? I don’t need us to go and get a grant and write it up, and 

submit it, and see if we can get some. No, they need to eat today. Hey, you got any extra 

beans or anything in your house, because brother man over here is hungry. 
 

Reference 3 - 3.78% Coverage 

 

I got to keep wrapping my brain around who is the president and vice president. It’s so 

far removed from my day-to-day life that unless they throw it in front of your face, it’s 

not going to affect you. And that’s the same thing with Black people in regard to 

community work... about who is president, who is vice president? What’s going on 

anywhere? Unless someone throws it in front of your face, and flashes it across the 

screen, you have no idea and no clue, because right now, the bus systems are bad. You 

can’t get back and forth to work. You care about that. You know what I’m saying? That’s 

what you upset about. You complain about the roads is bad. I don’t have no safe place for 

my child to be. I can’t get back and forth. They’re not good to be home alone. They’re 

not good to be in childcare. They’re not sleeping well. I can’t be home with them, 

because I have to work. I’m in survival mode. I’m doing blah, blah, blah, whatever. 

 

Interviewee: 

Those are the things that are happening in your day-to-day life. And the real work, to me, 

is when we’re changing those things and those situations for ourselves, now, right now, 

today. You know what I’m saying? Next week, we’re in the process of doing that now. 

Not having conversations, not voting, not marching. I don’t want to have a Zoom 

meeting, a conference. I don’t need a weekend workshop. We don’t need any of this. This 

is busy work. Busy work. 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.01% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.01% Coverage 

 

Yeah, there you go. Black nationalism. “If your way of life teaches you to turn away 

from black nationalism, then it’s not a good religion. Leave your religion at home.” So 

that’s a big thing also. People can’t set aside their way of life. Like, “My way of life has 

to be brighter than yours,” when actuality it’s right for you. I believe that all religions are 

just vehicles to get to God anyway, or the university anyway, and that’s fine, but we 

should be focused on unity, not anything else. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.60% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.60% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 
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Some folks see voting as a path to power. But I’m saying that it’s not. Obviously, I need 

to pursue it... I need to center a different path. I no longer want to say the word 

alternative, because I feel like voting should be the alternative. I think that self-

determination should be what we’re centered on, right. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee #7: 

We should be centered on us and everything else should be an alternative. So, I no longer 

want to say “I want to find alternative means.” What I prefer to say is I want to center 

better ways or ways that are more advantageous to us in the long run. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 3 references coded [10.43% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.42% Coverage 

 

The other reason for not wanting to vote as well, was that I started realizing that this 

conditioning of Black people into saying, “Hey, this is the only way to get free from your 

bond, this is the only way to get free from the grip that has really had your people, social, 

economic issues. All you have to do is vote and it all goes away,” keeps my people at a, I 

call it a suspended animation. And it keeps them from actually diving deeper into the 

issues to bring about the change that’s needed, because we’re being told over and over 

again. If you just simply buy into this process, it will all go away. There’s no needs to 

think critically, there’s no reason to challenge my policy, just trust me. And so, for me, 

it’s like I’m watching my people be put to sleep when they’re engaging in this process. 

It’s like Malcolm X said it best, he was like, our people were given Novocaine. They give 

us Novocaine to numb us up and keep tricking us into believing this is change. It’s not 

change, it’s an illusion. It’s an illusion. 

 

And I know through now through engaging in your process that nothing has come about. 

I know through being a community organizer, that when we get our people in the room, 

we are the only ones that can throw off the grips of bondage. Only us Amilcar Cabral said 

it best. The only way for our people to get free is for it to stand upright. You cannot get 

your freedom by sitting there expecting someone to hand it to you. You cannot get it; it 

doesn’t come that way. Would you go and analyze other...? And this is the other thing, 

cultural, okay. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.51% Coverage 

 

And I got to stay sharp, the only way to stay sharp is being aware that I have to have this 

fire up under me. And when I’m engaging in that process, I am contradicting what I’m 

standing for, it goes against my principles, my principles to free my people. It goes 

against what I stand for, my values. And so, I can’t keep compromising me. And when 
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you compromise you, then you’re going to fall for everything. And so that’s why I’m 

against it, because I had made the conscious decision to stand against it. And to make a 

firm stand in saying, I may not be able to control much in this power structure, but I got 

one thing. I got the power to control me and my actions and my reactions. I got the power 

to control (name redacted) and which direction I walk. I got the power to make a decision 

to teach one, reach one. 

 

I got the power to recreate safe spaces that I love, for instance, in the African American 

studies department. To take what I learned and infuse it in my way of life and infuse it in 

my occupation, which I do, and I try to do to the best of my ability. To me, that’s living 

the line, and that’s walking the walk and carrying this thing called liberation in standing 

against oppression. And to me, the voting system is nothing but an extension of an 

oppressive system that tricks my people into believing that they’re making a difference 

when they’re not. It’s like to meet someone laughing in your face every time. Would you 

engage in that process? It’s a mockery of my people. It’s a mockery of our process. It’s a 

mockery of my ancestors, to be honest with you. And so that’s why I don’t vote. 

 

Reference 3 - 3.50% Coverage 

 

I feel it, and I think that for me, even that, every morning I run homeschool at my house, 

and we start off with libation. And when I call out the name of my ancestors, I call out 

people like Malcolm X. And when we’re calling out people like Amilcar Cabral, we are 

calling out these cannons, Nanny the Maroon, these different people, we call out to them. 

Our ancestors who fought in Haiti, all these revolutionaries. And our local ancestors, 

those local heroes and sheroes. How am I doing them a service by going and getting in 

line to pass the ballot, talking about that equals the level of sacrifice my people would put 

out for our freedom. 

 

Interviewee #14: 

That is insanity. An insanity my people played in blood, no voting, no ballot could ever 

equate to the blood that’s been shed for our people. It’s a mockery, it’s a mockery. I feel 

it, I really try my hardest to, like I said, to walk in these spaces, and I think that, like I 

said, to try to answer your questions, I think that the key is the terms of moving forward 

and doing the work that we do has always been control of our reality. We have to every 

second of the moment, be in control of our reality and not allow someone else to define 

for us what is real, what is not real? What is it going to take for us to get free, what it’s 

not going to take for us to get free? The moment we do that, we’re going to sleep. But it’s 

going to take another several generations just to get out the ditch, just to wake up again. 

We can’t keep going in these cycles of going to sleep, waking up, going to sleep. We got 

to stay woke, then we got to walk the walk. 
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 3 references coded [3.91% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.89% Coverage 
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We’re waiting. We’re waiting. Our energy is waiting to come out because we going to 

blow this shit up. We going to break it up and blow it up, and we’re going to create 

something new. Those people behind me that are coming. They’re coming behind me. 

Not me. I’m just up front, but they’re behind me. They’re coming. Trust me, brother, it’s 

going to be all right. We got this. We do.  

 

Reference 2 - 1.60% Coverage 

 

You have these people out here protesting about what they’re doing is not fair. We all 

know it’s not fair and so do they. You think getting in their face telling them they’re not 

fair is going to change something? Uh-uh (negative). It’s going to give them an 

opportunity to use their forces against you and hurt you, because you’re not in a position 

of power when you get in their face and say that to them. You’re being quite foolish. 

That’s not the way you hurt them. You don’t run up on somebody that’s strong like that 

and talk shit to them. Nah. You say, “He’s stronger than me. I got to get at him some 

other way. I got to wait until he’s sleep and cut his throat.” Whatever it takes. 
 

Reference 3 - 1.42% Coverage 

 

You have to be sometimes strategic. Very strategic, but people don’t want to be strategic. 

They don’t want to open their eyes. How are you going to play the chess board with your 

eyes closed? How? How are you going to make any strategic move if you don’t even 

have your eyes open? You can’t even see the board. You don’t know what none of the 

pieces are doing, because you’re in your head somewhere dreaming about something, 

some fantasy, some lie, some bullshit somebody told you. You in your head somewhere 

instead of on the board where the game is being played. We’re not even present. All I can 

do is just shake my head. 
 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 4 references coded [14.69% Coverage] 
 
Reference 1 - 2.60% Coverage 

Yeah. I mean, I believe that both political parties, since in this country, no matter if you 

have other independent parties ... I mean, we all know at the end of the day, it’s going to 

come down to a Democrat or a Republican. I believe that both of those parties serve the 

interests of white supremacy and capitalism, and capitalism and white supremacy are 

synonymous with one another. So just for that purpose, to me, there’s no point. I’m not a 

supporter of white supremacy. I’m not a supporter of anything associated with that, and 

so I look at both parties, despite the fact that they claim to be different, they’re two wings 

on the same eagle. You know what I mean? 
 
Reference 2 - 2.92% Coverage 
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I look at them as being like ... I guess another analogy would be like a football team. On a 

football team, you have an offensive coach and a defensive coach. They might have 

different philosophies, but at the end of the day, they both serve on the same team, and 

the goal is to win the game. So, I look at the Democratic Party and the Republican Party, 

at the end of the day, have to serve the system of white supremacy. The Democrats might 

be so-called liberal in the way that they perform their white supremacy and Republicans 

will be more conservative, but ultimately, they play for the same team. They have the 

same goal in mind. So those are the primary factors that led me a long time ago to say 

that I’m not going to be involved in this process. 

 

Reference 3 - 2.13% Coverage 

I would say it’s probably a combination of things. On a historical point, growing up and 

being I guess I would say a follower of Malcolm, Malcolm X, looking at him as someone 

who a hero to me was, he talked about a lot of these things as well, that the Democrats or 

Republicans are on the same team. So, when he called them a fox and a wolf, so the 

Democrats being the fox that will smile in your face, but stab you in your back, and the 

Republicans will tell you flat-out how they feel about you. So, I internalized that belief, 

and I believe that ... 
 

Reference 4 - 7.03% Coverage 

My view, I would tell them that I believe that it is a corrupt process, corrupt process in 

the sense that, at the end of the day, no matter who you choose to vote for, they have the 

same end goal in mind. Again, they’re playing on the same team. So, when you vote, it’s 

pretty much just you deciding how you would like your oppression served. Do you want 

it liberal, where they can go play hip-hop music whenever they come to your 

communities and on TV shows to suck you in, or do you want them to play their hillbilly 

music or whatever it is that they listen to? How do you want it served? Because I believe 

that’s ultimately what you’re picking at the end of the day.  

 

Interviewee: 

Sure, there may be some people who on the surface look like they’d benefit from 

whatever party wins, and that’s by design. They have to satisfy some people’s apparent 

needs or wants to manufacture consent. But that’s essentially what you’re voting for. 

You’re voting for white supremacy, and you’re just deciding what your white supremacy 

is going to look like for the next four years or eight years, if they happen to be reelected. 
 

Interviewee:  

So, my views are that’s not something that I think that black people should be 

participating in.  

I think we should starve them of our vote. If you’re going to vote for anyone, start your 

own political parties. Stop falling into this dichotomy of Democrat and Republican. It’s 

not really a freedom of choice. You’re only presented with two options. So, if you wanted 
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someone who legitimately represented you, then work to be that yourself. Work to raise 

up those type of leaders and politicians within your own communities and start your own 

political parties. We’ve seen examples of this in the past. So just stop falling for the same 

tricks over and over and over. Break that cycle. 
 
<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.03% Coverage] 
 
Reference 1 - 5.03% Coverage 

Now I can say my main reason for not voting is, number one, the government wasn’t 

really made for us people of color. Especially knowing the history of us coming over here 

from our homeland, how we were treated, how we were basically slaved into building the 

country, and being told and being seen as only one-third of a person as opposed to being 

viewed as an actual person, stuff like that, and then all the slavery we went to. 

 

Interviewee: 

And then just looking at overall society today, I mean, in my personal opinion, I would 

actually go as far as to say that slavery still exists. It’s just in a different manner to the 

point where people don’t look at it as wrong anymore. So, with that being said, and me 

wanting to go back to Africa knowing that we were not originally intended to be here, 

number one, I don’t see the point of us voting because what are we really voting for? 

We’re not voting for our actual freedom to go back home. 
 
<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 4 references coded [17.54% Coverage] 
 
Reference 1 - 1.54% Coverage 

I would say historical and political, right. Really examining our relationship to power, 

meaning our, as a people, black people’s relationship to power in this country. And the 

different levers that we have attempted to pull to change the power dynamic. And 

understanding the history a lot more clear now, I realize that the vote is essentially... I’ve 

labeled it a Ponzi scheme. 

 
Reference 2 - 8.26% Coverage 

The way that it operates, and when I call it a Ponzi scheme, I refer to that like 

intergenerational. I won’t necessarily go into too much detail in that, but I just basically 

through my study, politically and historically, understanding the different macro-projects 

that were happening. Whether it be neo- liberalism, right, the neo-liberal project. And 

understanding the global shift that’s happening in politics, this war between or this 

conflict between the globalists and the nationalists. And where we play kind of in this 

paradigm or within this multipolar reality. nd for me, it was like man, where the world is 

heading, economically, politically, the vote is the last thing we need to be preparing or 

talking about right now. And what’s coming down the pipe for us, we need a complete 
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change of course, in terms of preparing ourselves for what’s to come. Because if we keep 

giving our energy to the system and there is no exchange, the only people who benefit, 

I’ve labeled the groups and to two parties. 

 

I refer to people as either “You’re either a political operative, or you’re a political slave 

catcher.” And both groups operate in the same function, their goal, or their job is to corral 

and bring the black vote in to the democratic party. So, they become the beneficiaries of 

our vote. They either get political positions, political offices, or depending on their level 

of economic success or educational attainment, they make things happen to like the 

democratic party donor network, where they can start to get some type of corporate 

benefit because of their ability to show that they can influence and bring numbers in to 

maintain the system. 

 

Right, so just understanding the history of machine politics and how it works. For me, the 

machine didn’t do anything but transform and got more ingenious in terms of how it 

operates, but it essentially still operates the way that it did in the 19th century. So, for me, 

understanding that I would be a fool to think that voting is doing anything. 
 

Reference 3 - 6.64% Coverage 

And I’m like, “Nah, I’m cool on that.” I don’t give a fuck what slave master is in there. 

It’s still the plantation. Then you have the people who are like “But don’t you want to 

make the plantation more comfortable? What about the people who are not in a position 

like you? What about them? Don’t you want to lessen the pain or what’s the word, reduce 

the harm?” This whole harm reduction thing. And I’m like “Yo, reform politics are 

probably the most dangerous politics,” because when you reform something, you’re just 

making it stronger. So, you are essentially advancing and strengthening fascism by trying 

to reform it, because essentially you’re making compromises with it. And many of those 

compromises are treacherous because you are making an exchange that gives you a 

measure of comfort. 

 

You say you’re doing it for others who are less fortunate than you, but no, it’s not a 

selfless act. It’s a selfish act. You know what I mean? Because if it was truly a selfless 

act, not only would you embrace the pain of doing something differently, but you would 

also encourage others to strengthen their back up and do so as well. And you would lead 

by example. And the fact that people are not doing that, they try to make it seem like 

“Oh, well you’re just leaving our people out here to dry, because you might be safe in 

your suburbs, but what about everybody else?” 

 

I’m like “Yo, Malcolm told us it ain’t no North, it ain’t no South. If you South of the 

Canadian border, you in the South.” So, this whole thing is a plantation, this whole thing 

is a prison. It doesn’t matter what side of the prison gates you’re on. 

 
Reference 4 - 1.10% Coverage 



 

 193 

If you’re black in America, you’re in prison, but people don’t get that. And they also 

don’t have a nuanced interpretation of slavery. Their understanding of slavery is taken 

from Hollywood movies, which is why they can’t make sense of our reality today. 

 
<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.35% Coverage] 

 
Reference 1 - 1.35% Coverage 

And so, I just made a promise to myself that this idea of voting, it’s a rigged system in a 

sense that they’d give me my deck of cards to choose from. And I’m thinking I’m making 

a change, but it’s not, because you’ve given me the hand, the deck that you’ve taught me. 

So, the only thing I’m choosing from is the options you present in front of me, so how 

was that truly the choice? How was that choice? How am I truly engaging in this process 

that’s supposed to be unbiased? It’s not. So therefore, that was the pivotal reason why I 

was like, I’m not doing this again during the 2016 election or 2012 election at the time. 
 
<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.68% Coverage] 
 
Reference 1 - 1.68% Coverage 

Well, because I don’t think the political process as it is is worthy of my vote or 

participation or for me to acknowledge that it’s an avenue for change for the black 

community or for any community. I don’t even think it represents democratic behavior, 

because first of all, we don’t even really have a democracy. Say they have a two-party 

system and then sometimes we have independents. First of all, we don’t even get a 

chance to choose truly who we want there. Then if we do choose who we want there, the 

way the voting system works with the electoral votes, the way campaigning works, the 

way lobbying works, it would be very difficult for a person who was truly picked by the 

people to win, because it’s happened before. 

 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.87% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.87% Coverage 

 

So why would I vote into that particular system when it doesn’t portray that? They don’t 

even teach it in your school books coming up. They teach you to be workers into a 

system. They don’t teach you about life, the true life, but as long as you’re held captive 

mentally in their matrix, you will never understand true life. And you will just only 

understand it from the politician’s point of view because you listen to what they say. 

They make the rules, they govern the rules. They say. You understand what I’m saying? 

While they don’t even follow their own rules. How you make rules for people to follow, 

and you don’t even follow your own rules? 

 

You make tax laws. Did my man Donald Trump even follow the tax laws? He doesn’t 

follow none of those laws. He don’t even pay his taxes. But hey, we got to pay taxes. If 
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we don’t, we go to jail or are we get our house seized, things of that nature. We get all of 

those things. But you know what? He didn’t and he became richer. So, you see the 

difference in the two. And I’m just pointing out one small minute situation out of the 

whole big entire thing. So, you see why that would influence my vote and why I 

shouldn’t vote for buying their system. 

 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.95% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.95% Coverage 

 

Oh, absolutely I am not participating in a process that I don’t agree with and there’s 

literally nothing besides putting a gun to my head or the head of my daughters that will 

change my ideal behind that. The system is broken, politicians are to be trusted, not to 

because they all shady people but because they’re all put in situations to do shady things. 

I am... I will not participate, and I feel no remorse for it, I actually feel empowered I’m 

constantly told don’t waste your vote and I agree I’m not wasting my vote. I am not 

participating in this horrible, horrible system that at the end of the day did not represent 

my feelings. 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.40% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.40% Coverage 

 

But if someone comes along that can convince me or can prove that they’re not about 

that, that they’re about change and all of that, then sure. But at the same time, when you 

look at how many people magically disappear or die, shit gets dangerous. So, I really 

don’t see how anyone who’s not corrupt could get in these positions. Or if they do get in 

those positions, I feel as though they’re put us in a position where you can’t really do 

much about it because of how corrupt everything is. Everything is corrupt. So honestly, 

I’m just paranoid to even... I don’t feel comfortable getting involved with it. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 2 references coded [7.25% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.37% Coverage 

 

So, 2016 around that time, I’d actually started to organize again. Remember I told you, I 

finished school in 2013. So, by that time, I had gotten back into the community, but I 

began to just become a bit more politically aware and started to pay more attention to the 

political process. Now growing up in Philly and being an organizer in Philly, politics for 

me had left a very dirty taste in my mouth because the first time I came in close contact 

with the local political arena was as an organizer. And when I saw how corrupt it was, I 

mean, it truly is like a den of snakes. 
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I knew that I never wanted any part of the local political scene because it is... Especially 

in Philly, it’s a very, very, very, very corrupt... And I would even use the word evil group 

of people who essentially rule over that city. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.88% Coverage 

 

So, in that particular campaign, I saw that the establishment candidate was someone who 

was not good for our community, but there may have been a ray of hope, in this 

progressive movement that was happening. That although there weren’t any policies 

directly targeted at black people, there may have been an opportunity for some benefit for 

our people, right? So, I got behind the Sanders campaign, but when I saw the corruption 

at the DNC level, in terms of how the corporate media and the democratic national 

committee and the super delegates work to essentially thwart the will of the people, that 

was another level of wakening, awakening politically and maturing politically that made 

me want to start to do more deep study. 

 

But essentially, at that point, I said “I’m not voting. Because I need to figure something 

else out, but it’s not going to be the vote.” So that’s kind of like I’ve been on this 

different trajectory since then. 

 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 4 references coded [19.82% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.16% Coverage 

 

Well, that year I voted the first year, my mom was on the ticket. They won. Everybody 

on her ticket won. So, after the election, they have to sign in on office. Like in January 

sometimes, they have to take an oath of office. Right before that date came, that weekend 

before that date, I can’t remember what date it was, but I believe it was in January, my 

mom and all the other people on her ticket were invited to a brunch. This was in 

Brooklyn. I guess I could say I was in Brooklyn. Brooklyn, New York, because this was 

in New York. When my mom came home, she was real upset, and she told us that she’s 

going to decline the seat. She wasn’t going to sign. She wasn’t going to sign the paper 

saying that she was going to take the oath of office, and we asked why. 

 

She was talking to my dad and everybody, and she said, “Because when I go to the 

luncheon ...” I forgot if it was Italian or Jews. I think it was Italian, a group of Italian 

men, businessmen were there, and they told my mom and everybody that was there, “We 

just want you niggers to know that we run this city. You don’t. Your constituents don’t. 

We run this city, and what we say goes. What we want goes. You don’t have no choice in 

the matter, and we need you niggers to know this before you sign that oath of office 

tomorrow. Otherwise, you’re going to have to deal with the repercussions not only to 

you, but to your family.” 
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After hearing that, my mom was like, “Oh shit, I didn’t know it was like that. Nobody 

told me.” But she came home, and she said fuck it. “They can have it. The lady who was 

running against me can have my seat. I don’t want nothing to do with it.” She came home 

and she told us that as a family. I was done. I was done with politics after that because I 

always suspected it. That was my proof, and nobody could tell me anything different 

because my mom wouldn’t come home and tell that big lie. I know what type of person 

my mom is or was. I’m the same type of person she is, and you’re not going to put me in 

a position like that. 

 

Interviewee: 

I used to work in a prison, and they could never sell me. I would never sell out for 

nothing. I don’t care. You could threaten my life. I’m not going to do your dirty work. 

No. It’s not going down like that, and my mom was that type of person. I could 

understand why she let it go. She was no longer involved in politics after that. She let it 

go, and like I said, that was my first- and last-time voting. I was like, “You know what? 

They’re a bunch of dirty dogs. This whole country is run by a bunch of dirty dogs.” We 

don’t have any power here. All the power that we think we have is an illusion, and the 

black faces that we see out there, they are puppets. Because I know the man who she was 

running against, I loved him. He was my family’s friend. Anything we needed he did it 

for us, but that was because he was our friend. Not because he was our local politician. 

 

He got me a job to work in his office. I saw how a whole lot of stuff went down. Nah. If 

you participate in politics or if you participate in medicine, like I said, I was a clinical 

researcher coordinator. I used to put the programs together for them when they came up 

with the research project. I used to break it down os that we can enact it in the hospital. I 

used to find the client, sign them up, and do the research myself. Collect the blood and 

the materials and then finalize it, legalize it, and then send it out. I used to do the whole 

process, and that’s why I stopped doing it because when you get involved in the process, 

you see what’s really not. You find out what they’re really doing. They can face the 

public with one thing, but behind the doors you see the real deal. It’s like that in 

medicine, and it’s like that in politics. 

 

Interviewee: 

I’m sure it’s like that everywhere, but I’m not selling my soul to make any money for 

anybody or for myself or for my family. I don’t care what people think about it. I’m not 

doing it. 

 

Reference 2 - 5.25% Coverage 

 

Well, no, as an adult, I watched the way politics operate. I listen to the conversations that 

they have on the news, and not only that, but I also had the personal experience of 

working inside a congressional office. So, I saw how it worked behind the scenes. I knew 

what we did inside the office. I know how they operated inside the office. Not exactly, 

because I was a peon in there. I didn’t get an ear for all the big stuff, but I kind of knew 
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how they operated the office, how they dealt with the public and stuff like that. I knew 

that. 

 

So, then I’m listening to politics as we all would have it through the news, because other 

than that, that’s the only interaction we have with politics. We hear what they tell us on 

TV. As an adult, I was a young adult, but as an adult I’m listening. I’m already jaded 

from my experience. That’s in my mind already. So now I’m listening to the news. I’m 

watching what’s happening in my community. I’m watching this politician do this and 

that politician do that. I’m remembering Watergate, because that’s around the same time. 

I’m seeing all of this nonsense, and I’m like, “Okay, I got it. I understand.” They’re lying 

to us, and we buy the policy that they sell us. That’s all. 

 

Interviewee: 

We enact it. We do what they say do. We think it makes a difference, but it does not. It’s 

all a big lie. It’s all a big illusion. These people are full of shit. They pretend. And just as 

life went on, I just realized that that’s just the way the whole thing is run. The whole 

thing is run like that. Everything is run like that. The government is run like that. Like I 

said, healthcare is run like that. Every business is run like that. There’s some bottom lines 

that are true. There’s some things that are always hard and true. You have some hard and 

true facts there all the time. That’s the bottom line. You can stand on the bottom line, but 

that’s it. The rest of it is fluff, fluff, fluff, fluff, fluff. 

 

Interviewee: 

No, I don’t buy it. I don’t buy the political system, because I know it’s jaded. I know it’s 

busted. I know it’s an illusion. I know they’re lying. I know they have ulterior motives. I 

know it’s not what they say it is. I know that for a fact. You can’t tell me otherwise, 

because you don’t know. I do. I know. 
 

Reference 3 - 1.59% Coverage 

Participant #12 

Yeah, because I was aware of the Watergate situation that was going on. They had that 

big scandal- 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Yes, ma’am. 

Participant #12 

with those politicians trying to get rid of all those records after they did all that dirty stuff. 

I was there when they murdered the president. I remember that. I remember all of that 

stuff. I was a young child, but my mom, like I told you, was politically involved and an 

activist in the community. I was a little girl that listened to everything that was going on. 

So, I knew that there was some shit going on out there, and here we were fighting for our 

civil rights. Rights that we think we have now, we were fighting for those then. 
 

Reference 4 - 3.81% Coverage 
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Politics is about agreements. I agree this is quid pro. I do this for you, you do this for me. 

That’s what politics- 

Matthew Simmons: 

Quid pro quo. 

 

Participant #12: 

That’s what I was trying to say. If I’m not willing to compromise, then I can’t play that 

game. People who are ethical cannot participate in politics and still be ethical, because 

once they start participating, they’ve already compromised themselves. Like Al Sharpton. 

Al Sharpton before he became politically involved used to be in the community trying to 

change things. Period. As soon as they bought his ass, he was no longer effective in the 

community. People stopped trusting him and stopped believing him, and he no longer 

worked for the community. Bing.  

 

The ones who did ... He had one, two, maybe three lawyers that used to work with him. 

When they found out that they were not compromisable and that they were ethical, they 

loss their license to practice law and they were no longer effective in the community, 

because they couldn’t do anything. They took their power away from them. Their power 

was their law degree. They took it away from them. Like, “You’re not going to play our 

game, you’re not going to play any game. Not a power game. Find some other way to 

make a living, but you’re not going to have this tool in your hand if you’re not going to 

play with us according to our rules.” That’s the way they play, and they straight up about 

it, too, because they have the power to be straight up about it. Like, “I can get in your 

face and tell you yeah, I’m playing dirty. What you going to do about it? You don’t have 

no power. You can’t change nothing.” 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.21% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.14% Coverage 

 

Participant #10: 

So that’s the way I ... That’s my ideology. So don’t take that as a fact. This is my 

ideology. So that’s what drew me to not voting because it’s putting my power into 

something that is not going to give me no power back. And life is about a fair exchange. I 

give, you give back. You put it into this world, you take it back. It’s a fair exchange. 
 

Reference 2 - 4.06% Coverage 

 

I’m going to start with cultural and historical. Culturally speaking, I’m voting into a 

system that culturally does not benefit my culture. So, I’m going to vote and give power 

to a culture, which is that is a culture. Is it the whole United States? That’s a culture all 

throughout the world. Everybody is a UN, right? So, it’s a certain culture. I don’t fit in 

that culture. I don’t fit in that culture, because if I did, I would be right there with it. If 

someone shares a culture with someone, you embrace them as though it’s their own or as 
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though it was your own, right? Culture is something that is embraced by everyone, by 

everybody. 

 

But it seems as though I’m excluded from your culture. I don’t have access to the 

resources that you have or some of the things that you have. You didn’t embrace me. But 

I can embrace you into my culture. If I have one and I’m not going ... That’s another 

topic, but culturally speaking, that’s right there. But historically speaking, it being 

founded on power and having dominance over particular individuals. Not sharing the 

power, dominating, and overpowering, historically speaking, so that’s what I began to 

learn. That’s what I said. Ignorance drove me to voting, but knowledge drove me away 

from it. If you get what I’m saying to you. 
 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.87% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.87% Coverage 

 

With the violence and stuff. And first of all, us first not having the suppression to not 

having the ability to vote in the first place. And then they put it out there as we have 

freedom of speech where we have the right to participate in politics. But at the end of the 

day, it’s up to the higher white power, there’s not too many black people in offices. 

There’s not too many black people in Congress. And just recently they took a black 

person off of one of the committee chairs. I’m not really sure exactly which one it is, but 

to me it’s not really equal. I feel like the government it still effective slavery, even though 

we feel mentally we have the right to vote. In reality, it doesn’t really affect too much of 

the black poverty or the black violence. I don’t feel the need that they really looked out 

for the black community or communities. 
 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.11% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.11% Coverage 

 

That’s my interpretation of it. I might... I may be completely wrong on that but even still, 

that was my interpretation, and it went Obama just stepped in office and gave all his good 

friends money and we all just applauded him for it that’s why. And then later, years later 

it was the drone strikes that were killing thousands upon thousands of innocents that we 

just look the other way about it because we were “in a war”, it was a lie that Obama did 

that was just like a lot of black people just forgot about it or didn’t look at it critically 

because Obama was quotable black, is quotable black. 

 

Interviewee: 

And it just rubbed me the wrong way because it’s like, why are we supporting this man 

because he looks like us? That’s the exact opposite of what Dr. King pushed for like 

don’t judge a person by the color of his skin or his looks, basically by the merit of his 
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character, by his actions. And a lot of what Obama did was just either dirty or just words 

to please the crowd. 
 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.47% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.47% Coverage 

 

Honestly, I would say, all right, the younger generation, we want to see action. We want 

to see stuff happen immediately. We don’t necessarily care about promises, we don’t care 

about what’s going to happen in the future. We worried about what’s going to benefit us 

now. Yeah, you can make promises. They made promises in the past that wasn’t fulfilled. 

 

Interviewee: 

I felt that I could go vote, but my vote would go unnoticed. What’s the purpose? That’s 

how I felt about it at the time. But even though I feel like that, I feel as though I still had 

the right to vote, so I should use it because we didn’t always have that right. 
 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.88% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.88% Coverage 

 

Historically, voting has done nothing for Black people. So, that’s the historical reason 

why you shouldn’t worry about that. As far as voting, first on the national election. 

Maybe something more local was way more influential, but as far as just regular national 

election, who’s in office, who’s house went, and all of that, that has nothing to do with it. 

Economically, no. There was no particular economical reason or physical barrier between 

me being able to get to a voting booth or polling station and vote. Religiously, no. No. 

No. It’s just that I really feel that the plight of Black people in America is not going to be 

changed by voting. And I think that it is especially being that I have a whole degree in 

political science. This should interest me. This should be my thing. This is what I should 

care about. Political science, and I should, blah blah blah. 

 

I could be less interested. My degree has just shown me that this is games and busywork. 

This is literally like in school, where they have nothing for you to do, so they busy you 

with this, oh, count the straws in this stack of hay over here. For what? What is the point 

of that? Voting also, is not a direct vote. I don’t know why people don’t understand 

electoral colleges and how that works. But you don’t vote for anyone, so a group of 

people decide for you. So, you just stood in that line, did all of that, went over there, for? 

It’s glitz and glamor. It’s smoke and mirrors. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.93% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.93% Coverage 
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Participant #11: 

I just feel like there was a lack of representation for me, and I think that the way people 

were attempting to represent what stood for me, it didn’t seem genuine. It seemed like 

there was a level of pandering, right? 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 2 references coded [7.01% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.52% Coverage 

 

Participant #20: 

So, the reason why I didn’t vote, so the first time around, I didn’t vote because I was sick, 

but by the time the second one came around, he was going against Mitt Romney. A lot of 

things that came out about him and how he didn’t really support the black community. 

So, he wasn’t getting my vote because I felt as though, “What are you doing for us?” So, 

I feel as though his focus was really aiming toward people that were not of color or the 

LGBT community, which is cool, but what about everyone? So, I just felt as though my 

vote wouldn’t have really went toward anything productive for my community, so I 

didn’t cast it. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.50% Coverage 

 

Again, I didn’t vote in the 2016 election because by that time I was a little older and I just 

feel as though that just as a black person, I didn’t feel comfortable. I didn’t feel 

comfortable voting for them because I just feel as though it would be no different than me 

being tricked like my ancestors was. When Abraham Lincoln so-called freed the African 

American slaves, he only freed them to get votes for his presidential campaign. I felt as 

though what’s the difference? He said it out of his mouth, had he been able to win the 

election without freeing a single nigger, he would have. 

 

I just felt as though that there’s power in a vote. I feel as though there’s power behind my 

vote. There’s power behind me. There’s power behind me being here in this country. And 

I just feel as though that I didn’t feel comfortable using that power to favor someone that 

not only wasn’t black, but somebody that had no interest in black people, someone that 

people are racist, people that are corrupt. I don’t want to be a part of that. I don’t want to 

add to that corruption. So, I just didn’t feel as though it was appropriate. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.19% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.19% Coverage 

 

And it’s unfortunate, because they’re all black. But at the presidential level, I really 

started to pay attention in 2016, following the democratic primary, because being a bit 

more aware as to the conditions in our community, I wanted to see well, who has a 

platform to do something, to address the concerns in our community. 
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And one of the things that I noticed very early on was that our community was 

completely being buried alive. We were almost like the untouchables, like “Don’t even 

speak about them.” So, what I did in 2016 is I actually created a grassroots advocacy 

campaign for the black community and it was called “Amplify the Hood.” And what I did 

was I used an acronym to engage the conversation. So, I use an acronym called MUTE, 

which stood for Mass incarceration, Unemployment, Transitioning neighborhoods 

meaning gentrification, and Economic opportunity. 

 

And I said that these were the things that were really plaguing our community, and if 

anyone wants our vote, right? They should be willing to engage with us and show how 

they’re going to impact those things in our community. Ultimately in 2016, I got behind 

the Sanders campaign because when you first become politically astute, I guess political 

astuteness 101 is the lesser of two evils, right? 
 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.14% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.00% Coverage 

 

What led me to not vote a second time and subsequently, I’ll start with that question, was 

I became very disillusioned with the situation with Black people. So, I had this idea in my 

head that, oh, by voting, by participating in this legally defined system, this way of 

choosing to bring about change, that change would manifest. And when I did that, I 

participated, I organized, I went out, I’m going door to door, trying to get people to buy 

into this “process,” this organized way of bringing about change. There was no change. 

In fact, I saw the opposite. And so, for me, I saw it in terms of on a micro level. I saw this 

is when I think the meth started really taking off in Philadelphia. I started from the mental 

health side, I started seeing... It felt like more and more Black people were becoming 

more and more invisible. 

 

And it felt like everyone was being blindsided because they were saying, “What are you 

talking about? There’s no oppression, we have a black president now.” And so, it just 

seemed like the real issues were things like, it was easy for people to dismiss quote 

unquote, the issues we were facing because there was a Black president. And so, I 

became very disillusioned and was like, “I’m not voting. I’m not participating, because I 

did this thing that you said, and it equaled nothing.” I felt bamboozled really for even 

participating the first time. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.14% Coverage 

 

So, if I had to deconstruct my decision making, first starting with this idea of factors and 

first for me, it was the factors that led me to not vote again was the result of voting. I 

engaged in this process and the outcome to me showed me that it was all for nothing. And 

I felt as though I was then co-signing bunch of BS and in agreement with a political 
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system that was actually at odds with me and my people. So, for me that level of 

awareness, were some of the pivotal factors that led me to make a decision not to vote. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [11.80% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 11.80% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

It’ll all be assumptions. I have a feeling some people don’t vote because they, once again, 

if you look at people’s pure needs, if their pure needs aren’t being met and they’re still 

trying to survive, get food, childcare, all this other stuff, you really expect me to stay 

current with all the politicians, current on both news sides when legit they’re saying the 

opposite thing on the same issue? It’s a lot for people to make an informed decision when 

it comes to voting. So, it’s always this will be due as soon as... I look at this is where I’m 

going in my life. I know there’s people who could do XYZ way more than me, and 

there’s people doing less, but generally I’m working hard just to put food on the table, 

and I have a masters. 

 

Interviewee: 

I can’t let alone with some other people who live in the worst position economically than 

me. Yes, I know of course affects everybody, but as far as the people I know who 

struggling worse than me and I don’t see you the same way I am with this whole voting 

thing, I don’t see you go to no posts nothing, I don’t see you talk about who you’re voting 

for. I still have conversations like this person would have to do XYZ and I’m still on the 

fence about if it legit boils down to the November 3rd decision. For some people I can 

feel the same way. Some people I know you’re supposed to have off some people don’t 

have off. Constructed people, plumbing, they don’t have off. I’m not saying people can’t 

do it. Once again, people can run a marathon before they go to work but put stuff in 

perspective. 

 

Interviewee: 

You want a lot of people to put a lot of effort and energy into something where you get 

maybe a 1% or 2% gain back on them and really, they might not even see, because once 

again, they’re going to either go to PA, Florida, Cali, Texas, and not even care about you. 

They’re parading through major states. Even now, because being from PA, Philly, now I 

get why Philly think it’s their own state. Philly outside of everything is completely 

different. You legit saw that in this past election, and I grew up in one of those “great” 

counties and seeing how they turned out and seeing the same way how we turned out 

black people turned out for Obama. You all got got too. It seemed like it’s the same cycle 

just reverse now for the poor white people. It’s very weird to me. 
 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 4 references coded [10.00% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.91% Coverage 
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Once I fought in Vietnam, I realized that a vote don’t really count. To me I think they use 

our vote in ways to hype our people up. And when I went to Vietnam and I came back, I 

saw my people not progressing. And we’ve been voting since, 54 years since the voting 

act came about. And I didn’t see no progress, none at all. 
 

Reference 2 - 3.05% Coverage 

 

So when Obama came in office, people go, “Oh, let’s vote for Obama, he’s the first” ... I 

didn’t vote because he couldn’t do anything for black people in general, African people 

in general. And like I tell people, in the last four years when people come to me and say 

man, you was right, I say what have he done? Just look at the record, what he done for 

the African community? Now I’m not a racist.... have their own agenda, but he did more 

for the gays than he did for the African people. Okay? So that’s why I don’t vote. 

 

Reference 3 - 2.83% Coverage 

 

And then it’s the political aspect because I don’t see no progress in the African 

community. All I see is incarceration, homelessness, AIDS, young brothers on the corner 

24 hours day selling looses. I mean all the violence, and then I see the police brutality, 

getting killed. When I saw the Black Lives movement, one time I supported them, but 

once the Europeans came about inside the movement, they destroyed the movement. 

They said, “Oh, we got cameras now,” but African people still get killed. 

 

Reference 4 - 2.21% Coverage 

 

“Oh, still vote because every vote count,” but every vote don’t count. It electoral to vote. 

It’s not one man, one vote like in South Africa, one man, one vote. This country is the 

only country in the world had electoral votes. You get so many electoral, [inaudible 

00:07:01] or popular vote. One man, one woman, vote, then we’ll see who controls, but 

they don’t have this in this country. 
 

<Files\\Interview #2 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.12% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.12% Coverage 

 

Just not believing in the system at all. I mean, I don’t believe any of these politicians 

represent the legitimate aspirations of African people, first and foremost. So just for that 

reason, I’m not going to participate in that process. So that was ultimately what drove my 

decision not to participate at all. I don’t believe they represent anyone’s legitimate 

aspirations other than their own, but my focus as an African man is my race, my people. I 

know that none of these candidates represent us, so I’m not going to participate in their 

game. 
 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 2 references coded [10.27% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 5.08% Coverage 

 

It’s definitely a mixture of all of those topics except religion I’m not religious, I’m 

actually agnostic. Being a black man of course, I’m hyper sensitive to issues that affect 

people of color and seeing... Being a victim of stop and frisk while there were other black 

men it just rubbed me the wrong way, once I did some research on it, seeing our children 

suffer and then having no education as to how they can better their lives so they go to 

crime, they go to those minimum wage jobs, not knowing how to better themselves, not 

knowing they have to take in order to get a higher education. Seeing them being 

disenfranchised firsthand from these working streams. That definitely turned me off to 

the political system, just knowing some of the things that were done by America’s 

sweetheart Obama was a complete turnoff. 

 

Reference 2 - 5.18% Coverage 

 

As soon as Obama got in power not in power when he was elected and sworn in one of 

the first things, he did was $60 billion in tax credits for green businesses. A lot of people 

don’t remember that they were like, oh, that’s great go Obama and they kept going with 

their lives. But those green businesses a lot of them were newly green businesses as in 

businesses that were using a certain power, a certain code, whatever and they switched 

over and those businesses, ironically a lot of them had CFOs and CEOs that were 

Obama’s alumni. He went to school with them they were his personal friends. So, in 

actuality $60 billion to a lot of his friends and colleagues, and as we all know tax credits 

isn’t like, Oh, you don’t pay this money back no, it’s money the government gives you 

that don’t get taxed, that’s why it’s called tax credit. 

 

<Files\\Participant #1> - § 1 reference coded [2.17% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.17% Coverage 

 

2016, it’s just like we had a black president, and nothing changed. So, what could 

anybody else do. Especially if the president of the United States is the most powerful 

person in the world, what can any ... If a black president can’t change things for the better 

and get the drugs out the community and stop all the violence or whatever, then what can 

anybody does anywhere? 

 

Interviewee #1: 

That was what really turned me off. I was really turned off of politics before the ... 

Leading up to the 2016 election. I voted for Obama in 2012, but I feel like by 2014, I was 

an Obama hater. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.90% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 0.90% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

That’s why I feel hopeless. They don’t care about us, come on, man. Why they arguing 

about a stimulus they won’t even receive? That’s just how I felt. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.09% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.05% Coverage 

 

2016, I think, that there was, actually same thing, there was a certain disillusion that I had 

with the candidates. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

It’s almost, I felt like after Obama, the wind was just kicked out my interest in voting. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.04% Coverage 

 

But also, maybe some, like for example, some things that Bernie Sanders was discussing 

may have aligned. But, when you look at the way our political system is set up, those 

things don’t necessarily come to fruition. So, just because you have, let’s say an Obama, 

you still have a House and a Senate that end up negating some things that you would 

want done or things that candidates said that attracted you to them and things like that. 

So, I think, that’s the disillusionment. It’s like, it is what it is. 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.11% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.11% Coverage 

 

Participant #20: 

In terms of personal, I take it personal because as a black woman in this country, I just 

feel as though that this country has it out for men of color and the man that I married. My 

husband’s black, and I look at him every day and I sometimes get anxiety when I’m not 

near him or he’s driving around because he just got a car recently. And I get anxiety for 

not just him, all black men in my family. And I just feel as though that personally, they 

don’t give a fuck about us, and I couldn’t in good faith support people who don’t give a 

fuck about me or mine. They wouldn’t care if something happens to one of the black men 

in my family, even though they never commit crimes, even though they’re good men, 

even though they wouldn’t hurt a fly, they don’t care about them. 
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 3 references coded [7.00% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 0.58% Coverage 

 

Just like we thought that marching was going to change something. It changed the face of 

something, but it didn’t change anything. Nah, this is a big sham. It’s all a big sham. 

Standing on the land of my ancestors lying their asses off.  

 

Reference 2 - 1.01% Coverage 

 

I’m good. I saw exactly what he did. I was shocked. I don’t know why, but as soon as he 

got in office, before he did anything else, what did he do? He gave hundreds and 

thousands of our tax dollars to whomever he agreed to give it to without our permission 

or consent, without even letting us know that it was going to happen. He just did it. 

Remember? Do you remember he gave $700,000 to about eight different companies? 

 

Reference 3 - 5.41% Coverage 

 

Yeah, he did it in January. He took the oath of office in January. That happened in 

January. January and February. That was the first thing he did, and when he did it, I was 

like, “Why are you shocked, (redacted for confidentiality)? Why’d you think they let him 

get up in there? Because he agreed to do something to get there.” That’s how it works. 

You have to agree to do something. 

 

Same thing with everybody. Those people that we know to be rich, very, very, very rich. 

Billions and billions of dollars, they had to do something to get that money. They have to 

agree to do something to get that money. People say it’s sell your soul to the devil, but 

it’s not. You don’t have to say it’s so mythologically. It’s an act. It’s something that they 

have to do that compromises them in order to be able to pass into that area, the big buck 

area or the big power area. In order to play their game, you got to do this one act or two 

or three or four. Whatever the price is. There’s a price. Some people are willing to pay it. 

Some people are not. 

 

Interviewee: 

That’s what goes back to what I said with my mom. My mom was not willing to pay it, 

and I’m the same type of woman my mom was. I’m not willing to pay the price to do a 

whole lot of things, and that’s why I live the life that I do. But I accept that, because I 

know that it was a price to pay to do this, that, and the other. I chose not to pay it, 

therefore I can’t enter in. I can’t go where other people can go. I can’t do what other 

people can do, but that’s okay. There’s a price to pay for what I do, too, and you can’t go 

where I go. Just like I can’t go where you go, you can’t go where I go, because I paid a 

price to get here. I made many sacrifices to get where I am now. 

 

Interviewee: 

People look at it and they go, “Well, you ain’t shit.” I’m like, “That’s because you can’t 

see. You can’t see. You don’t know who I am. You don’t know what I am. You don’t 
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know what I can do either. You don’t know who’s on my side either. You don’t know 

who’s behind me. You don’t know who my court is. You have no idea. Just like you 

don’t have any idea about a whole lot of things, because you want to live with your eyes 

closed. You can’t see. You can’t see with your eyes closed. You have to open your eyes,” 

and people don’t want to open their eyes. 

 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [8.79% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 8.79% Coverage 

 

So, I’d rather focus on “my backdrop” first and have that extend to the presidency, 

because right now I feel like politicians is just dolled up prostitutes. Whatever happens, 

they will go with it. They have no real mind of their own because they come in with a 

plan, but it’s just to get people to come in. They really don’t have a plan. It’s just, they’re 

telling people what they want to hear to get that vote. If it aligns with that phase, because 

once again, you only have to do what the 16 States, to win election. Wherever the 

electoral process go. You can strategically say, “I’m going to have a black agenda. I’m 

going to have a family agenda,” and all this other stuff. I feel like just now everything’s 

catching up because of social media. You see, how can you do a black agenda in the 

same time carry out a co-op agenda? 

 

I get as Americans we’re supposed to do everything, but when you’re promising 

everybody everything, some stuff don’t coincide. What you eat don’t make me shit? You 

know what I mean? It goes that way across all boarders. So, I’d rather know legit what 

you stand on and know I’m losing this, but I’m getting this from it. I’d rather you be 

honest with me. That’s why I like Bernie Sanders so much. A lot of people push him on 

not having a real black agenda, and that’s fine with me because he says that. I don’t have 

a black agenda. I have a economic agenda, and it’s going to affect these communities. It 

might not directly affect me, but he’s not doing smoke and mirrors to it. He legit saying, 

“I don’t have this. I don’t plan on having this. This is what I’m going to do.” I’d rather 

have somebody legit tell me they’re not going to do something. They’re promising 

everything. Legit, you can’t give them everything. 
 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 4 references coded [14.39% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.98% Coverage 

 

It’s justified. And I tell people, we got over 4,000 African elected office or city council, 

mayors, governors, senators, and congress men. All these people that we got look at our 

status today, nobody’s up. I mean, I don’t hear no hearing with the black caucus, say 

we’re going to have a hearing why these cops killing black men and women. But they’re 

have hearings for Trump and all these other people. But I don’t hear they have no hearing 

for our people. 
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So those who voted, to me I’ll call them near colonialism. They’re just there for the 

benefit, the money, and they all controlled by the Democratic Party. I’m like Malcolm, 

you’re either the fox or the wolf. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.10% Coverage 

 

No agenda. You know what I mean? It don’t make no sense. I mean, come on. I mean we 

got all these African politicians. Like I tell people, we’ve been voting for 54 years. We 

got all these African faces in office. What have they done? Look at Philadelphia City 

Council. In Philadelphia today we call it the Willie Lynch law in Philadelphia. All the 

trade unions would not put African brothers in them trade unions. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #4 

Look it up. When you go in your community, who do you see? All them Europeans, and 

I’m sure women. Where is our African politician making sure that African men be 

involved, instead of hanging on the corner selling lucies (cigarettes)? 
 

Reference 3 - 2.69% Coverage 

 

Harris? 

 

Participant #4: 

Yes. She was the attorney general of California. She had the highest incarceration rate of 

African men. She was locking up kids who missed school. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). Truancy. Come on. 

 

Participant #4: 

 

Really? Come on. What am I going to vote for her for? I know her agenda. And then 

when the Supreme Court told her you got too many people in your prison she said, “No, I 

need them for the labor force, prison labor force.” 
 

Reference 4 - 3.62% Coverage 

 

Participant #4: 

So I know what her agenda is, incarceration for black men, and women. A lot of people 

going to vote. “Oh, she’s a black woman, yeah, let’s vote.” We had a black president, 

look what he did. Bombed Libya for no reason. Look at Libya today. Because that 
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brother would talk about Pan-Africanist. He supported the nation of Islam. I gave him 

money to help our African people. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

African Union tried to create.. 

 

Participant #4: 

Yeah. That’s like Garvey, Marcus Garvey, Kwame Nkrumah, all these brothers want to 

bring our resources. They don’t want us to be United, they want us to be dependent on 

the white man. 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.38% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.38% Coverage 

 

No, it was more of the straying away from ... because in my opinion, not put this on 

record, my opinion, I believe the government doesn’t teach the things that’s necessary. 

For me to vote for a politician, any politician, and the administration that comes with it, 

the people that come with that person, they share the same ideology. And that ideology 

isn’t in line with my ideologies. Why should I vote for their ideology when it does not 

align with mine. And mine is to learn the necessities of life, learning what they got and 

learning necessities in life. What you need to learn, how to take the resources and build 

and also replenish the earth again after you done used the resources. They don’t teach 

that. And it’s not being led. 

 

<Files\\ Participant #22 Interview> - § 4 references coded [20.16% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.36% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

Things started getting a little iffy and dicey in these past two elections. I’ve never 

experienced so much backbiting, crabs in a barrel. The candidates were not even thinking 

about their constituents. So it’s like, “why am I going to vote for you when you’re not 

even doing anything for me? That’s why I’m voting for you. You were supposed to 

represent my area. So if you’re not doing anything for me, I’m not voting for you and I’d 

rather not vote at all.” 

 

Matthew (interviewer): 

So would you say that there were any particular factors that led you to not vote? These 

things... 

 

Participant #22: 

I was a CNN junkie and just each day I would come home and watch CNN. And each 

day I would cringe because it was just like, everything is not going on the right path. And 

then when Trump got in with some of the things... I mean, I’m not a Trump supporter, but 
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with some of the things that he was trying to implement or the actions to help the 

Democrat people, not so much the party, but the people, it was like they were kicking the 

can and it was all the Democrat party that was kicking the can. He wanted them to sign 

and vote and they wouldn’t vote. They would put it on the Republicans and it was just 

back and forth with him. It was just too much bickering. And it’s time to just drain the 

swamp and get a new set of people in there. So I said, I didn’t want to take part of voting 

someone in that I just take issue with. And the candidate, I don’t like either. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.73% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

But like I said, the whole bickering with the Senate and the Congress, I was tired of it. 

And I just said, I’m not uncomfortable, but I don’t want to be a part of that. And I’ll wait 

for there to be good candidates. Now mid-year... Let me take that back. I’ll wait for the 

mid-year when there are better candidates possibly in there. And I think what this was... 

What prompted me not to vote in this election was because it was a presidential election. 

I was not going to vote for Trump. I was definitely going to vote for Biden, but I didn’t 

want to be a part of any of that. 

 

Reference 3 - 2.27% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

Well, it was almost like... And I love Hillary to death. I just don’t think that Hillary was a 

strong enough candidate against Trump. And it was almost like the lesser of two evils. 

 

Matthew (interviewer): 

So you was like, “I’d rather not just vote for neither one of them, because I don’t like 

neither one of them,” right? 

 

Participant #22: 

Right. 

 

Reference 4 - 4.80% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

Well, for a while there has been different debates, Biden seemed a little weak. But again, 

Trump is too argumentative and he doesn’t let you get a word. And he’s like the bully on 

the playground. You can’t get a word in, he’s over-talking. The moderator asks you a 

question, you can’t answer it because he’s interjecting and he’s answering your question. 

He wants to answer your question and it’s like, “no, no, no, let the man talk.” The entire 

debate he did that. And to me, it was just like, “okay, this is stupid.” Plus his whole 

presidency was a bunch of campaign rallies. I mean, he did some things effectively, but 

for the most part, he was in every state doing a rally instead of seating his butt in the 

white house and doing some work. 
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<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 3 references coded [4.82% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.75% Coverage 

 

Did you vote in 2016? 

Participant #16 (02:38): 

I voted that year. I did not because I did not want either. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.98% Coverage 

 

I did not think Hillary Clinton would make a good president. I thought she was very nasty 

and unprofessional. And I also thought that Trump was a very, um, horrid candidate and 

I’m not a person where you have to choose like a rock and a hard place. I choose neither. 
 

Reference 3 - 2.09% Coverage 

 

That I am very glad that I did not participate in this shit-show, um, because I wanted to, 

like, I wanted it to be like, Hey, this is where I stand on it, but I felt like my options were 

so Punch me in my face or stabbed me in my back that I did not want you to one of those 

things. 
 

<Files\\Participant #1> - § 2 references coded [5.05% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.98% Coverage 

 

Participant #1: 

I was learning about all these different things. By the time 2016 came, just looking at the 

candidates that was presented, I didn’t feel like any of them were worth my vote. Just 

that. The entire process, the system itself, I was just turned off. 
 

Reference 2 - 4.07% Coverage 

 

Participant #1: 

Even the idea of lesser of two evils, people knowing that the candidate from the 

democratic party is terrible. The candidate from the republican party is terrible. Y’all 

saying that we still need to go vote for this one, just because they’re less bad? How do 

you even determine that? Which is even crazy to even say. 

 

One candidate, Hilary Clinton, she was in office and committed terrible acts. Donald 

Trump, he never been in office. He was just saying racist things and homophobic things 

and stuff like that. Just stuff like that, but Hilary Clinton was actually doing these things 

and acting these policies. How is she not worse, in a sense. If she already has actually 

done the things that he’s talking about doing. 
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Interviewee #1: 

That was just crazy to me. That was a dynamic I really didn’t understand going into the 

election with the whole lesser of two evils thing. Why vote for evil at all? I feel like that 

position, I feel like is just a simple one to take. It’s just you know what, both of these 

people are bad. So I’m not voting for neither of em. 

 

<Files\Participant #23 Interview> - § 3 references coded [4.82% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.67% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Particularly because I didn’t like either candidate. But see the bad thing about that, being 

on Facebook all the time and all the social media site, that molded my opinion of people. 

I didn’t actually do the research I did. That’s the problem I think nowadays. It’s like a 

sheep mentality. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.70% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

No, no, that’s how I feel in it. That’s why I messed up at not practicing my freedom. We 

got the opportunity to vote, so I mean why not do a little research? Spend a little extra 

time, learn about the candidates, and all that. Of course, everybody wanted Trump ... 

nobody wanted Trump in office. 

 

Reference 3 - 1.46% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Obviously Trump, in my opinion, Trump how he performed on stage, how he 

handled himself in a public setting. Come on, that would put anybody off. You’d be crazy 

to see him as a eligible candidate for presidency. He’s not there. That’s just how I felt 

about it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.40% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.40% Coverage 

 

Participant #5: 

That’s what Trump and Hillary? 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #5: 

I just didn’t ... yeah. I just didn’t believe either one. And then it was like people was 

going to pick who they wanted to pick anyway. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.82% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 5.82% Coverage 

 

Participant #11: 

If I had three, I’d probably raise three eyebrows, right? But, people vote for who they 

vote for. And, I think I had a very good conversation with a friend who she make money. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #11: 

She probably makes close to... Definitely makes over a quarter million a year. And, she 

was very clear and said, “Economically, it makes sense for me to vote for Donald Trump, 

but my humanity says otherwise.” And that’s what she did and she voted for Joe Biden. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

So, was there a tension like, who do I support whether with my racial conversation or the 

vitality of my race as best as possible with Joe Biden, or can I go with my economic 

interests with [crosstalk 00:20:03]? 

 

Interviewee: 

So, that’s why I’m very... I think it’s complex because those are the people... She’ll vote 

for Trump, but I’m sure she’ll give... Let’s say she voted for Trump because, but it’s her 

economic interest and what it comes to her assets, but she’ll donate money to Black Lives 

Matter. So, what does that mean? 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #11: 

So, it’s me telling people, no, that’s just not my thing. I understand the complexities of 

people’s existences, my personal choices like, you know what, I’m just not like... I just 

don’t feel comfortable. I don’t like Joe Biden really. I don’t like Donald Trump. I’m 

never like... I’m from New York so I’ve never liked Donald Trump. 

 

<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [9.13% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.13% Coverage 

 

Okay. I remember one time when I was, I forgot where I was working, when I was 

talking to a coworker and they were randomly mentioning the election, they brung it up. I 

was saying to myself, okay, fine. Let’s talk about this and get it over with. And they were 

saying they wanted to vote for such and such. I don’t even remember the people who 
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were running during that time period. That’s how bad it is. You have to please excuse 

me, because my memory can be a bit shoddy on these things. 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

No, you’re good. You’re good. 

 

Participant #19: 

And they were mentioning both candidates that are running or both you know what. And 

they were saying, “Well, we just have to choose the lesser of two evils.” And I was 

explaining to this person, “I’m not going to lie. I don’t care about either one of them 

either way. They’re probably gonna do the same thing. And I doubt it’s really going to 

change anything for us at the end of the day. So you may think your vote counts and 

that’s all well and dandy. But I still have no intention of wasting my time putting my vote 

in for someone that I not only don’t care for, but they don’t exist to me. 

 

Interviewee: 

“They probably are going to make things worse and something that I’m really not going 

to pay attention to any way. I know it’s not going to benefit me in any way, shape, or 

form. So at that point, this whole thing about the election, I’m not saying that what you’re 

doing is wrong. That might be right for you, but what I’m doing is right for me.” And 

after I pretty much explained that to him, he was like, “All right, that’s cool. I respect 

that.” Then we just went back to work and then he proceeded to talk about something 

else. 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.23% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.23% Coverage 

 

Our ancestors were literally tricked into that. They didn’t give a damn about them, just 

like they don’t give a damn about black people now. I’m not going to cast a vote on a 

rapist and/or a criminal. I’m not going to choose between the two. I’m not going to 

choose between two evils. I’m not choosing at all. 

 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.01% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.59% Coverage 

 

For Trump and Hillary Clinton was 2016. 

 

Interviewee: 

That was that one. 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Okay. 
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Participant #17: 

I did not like either. And I really didn’t want to give a vote to either cause as for a 

historical context, we know of Hillary Clinton’s husband and his presidential running. 

Yeah, I think he had, what was it? A bloody smear campaign? All I know is his running 

was lined up with some very negative activities, very sneaky aspects of what the 

presidents can do. And I didn’t want to vote for him. And as far as Romney, my views 

didn’t line up with his. So that’s why I just didn’t have to vote for him, but it was like 

that. So that’s where the historical part comes in. The Clintons, their past president, didn’t 

like what he did during his term. I didn’t like any of it. And Romney, I just didn’t line up 

with his views. So it was more simple on that one. It was a personal one. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.42% Coverage 

Yeah, when I was in high school after the first time I voted, then when the second 

time came I got together with my classmates, we were all talking about, “So how do you 

feel about this election?” They were talking about you’d have to choose general lesser of 

two evils. And I was like, yeah, I actually see that I can’t get with it.  
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.78% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Ethically, it just seemed like I really can’t get down on either party and it may 

seem weird vote or die type of thing, but I have to live with my conscience of if I vote for 

Trump, he might do some weird things, if I vote for Biden he might do some weird things 

too. I understand for the first time both parties argued me on why you shouldn’t either 

vote for them or why they should vote for me. The consequences of both parties, I can’t 

even deal with any of them. That’s why I go off of the potential consequences if the other 

person gets there. 

 

 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.24% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.16% Coverage 

 

Just politics period. I think that the whole system is rigged even based on slavery and 

how sometimes our vote, we might’ve looked at it as we were able to vote, but I don’t 

think that it actually went through. Just like now in society, now with all the issues, even 

with the Donald Trump situation and the violence going to the wrong places or someone 

was being thrown out, or I forgot the real terminology that’s used for... Is it voting 

suppression or something like that? 
 

Reference 2 - 2.08% Coverage 
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And I mean also with, when I say guilt, at first, it made me not want to pay attention to 

politics, knowing that I didn’t have a right. I always felt like politics weren’t made or the 

system was not aligned for black people to win. And not saying it as a racist person, but 

coming from a black female, I don’t feel like changes are being made or was being made 

to help uplift us as a community or as a society. So it just made me lose interest all 

together. 
 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.79% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.79% Coverage 

 

In 2010, I had a class and in that class we talked about politics and one of the things that 

was brought up was that all levels of politics are corrupt. And after doing some research, 

I found out that the electoral colleges totally disenfranchised everyone not just a white 

population anymore but literally everyone that does vote and I decided not to partake in 

the system that’s broken. One of the bigger issues is that everybody that comes into the 

political system in order to change it failed to do so. It’s a huge issue especially in 

Philadelphia because the education system is failing and we’re constantly losing money 

to fix it. Meanwhile, we have neighboring County Montgomeryville or in New Jersey 

where they’re flourishing but they’re also mostly a white County. 

 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 4 references coded [13.30% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.93% Coverage 

 

Between 2012 and 2016, I entered college between that time. I guess during my time at 

the university, I was starting to learn more about the political process and different 

aspects of it. I was turned off by it. Just a lot of different ... Because I was a liberal 

studies major with a concentration in political science and political studies. Learning all 

the different levels of government and how there’s only been 27 amendments and it’s 

hard to get laws changed and gerrymandering and stuff like that. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.80% Coverage 

 

This is a system that was created initially to oppress us, which we weren’t allowed to 

participate in. So we’re saying one, I feel like why wouldn’t we ... Especially in the 

cultural sense of nonviolence tactics and stuff like that, why isn’t nonparticipation in the 

electoral system also a tactic of nonviolent protest and avenue for change, to create 

change? I feel like for mass nonparticipation, it would de-legitimize the system in effect 

where anybody who is elected or any law that is passed by those people who are elected, 

if the majority of the people didn’t vote in that particular cycle, then none of those laws 

or none of those people who are elected would be valid, because nobody voted for them. 
 

If the majority of the people don’t vote for them, how can you say that it’s valid. That’s 

really just the central part of my position, especially if you’re talking about self 
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determination and decolonization and I don’t want to necessarily say destroying America 

on tape. 
 

Reference 3 - 1.84% Coverage 

 

Some do, some agree. Because they feel like their participation is unnecessary. A lot of 

people feel like the system is rigged. To some degree, they are right. As far as the way 

that only democrats and republicans can pretty much be elected. Third parties like the 

Green Party or other parties, the party I was interested in in 2016 the World Workers 

Party, Monica Moorehead aSnd Lamont Lilly running, I was interested in them. But I 

knew there wasn’t no chance for them to win. 
 

Reference 4 - 5.73% Coverage 

 

I’m definitely not showing up to go vote. There’s really now point. I was even telling 

people about the World Worker’s Party and stuff like that. Some people was like “What? 

That’s crazy. It’s a black woman.” I was even telling people it’s black woman running for 

president and they wasn’t believing me. They was like “You lying.” I’m like “What?” 

 

Even the fact that even on mainstream television, their platforms aren’t put out. They’re 

not invited to the debates and stuff like that. Even how hard it is to get on the ballot in 

certain states. How there’s different rules for different states. All of that ... Learning all of 

those different things, it just turned me off to the system. It was some positive impact. 

 

I did have one friend, he told me he ended up voting for Monica Moorehead. That was I 

felt like a positive thing. He got interested in the Worker’s World Party and their 

platform. 

 

I feel like there’s a lot of people saying your vote don’t really matter. Especially with the 

electoral college. They’re saying it don’t really matter because the electoral college. You 

see what happened in 2016 with the popular vote. It’s like what’s even the point? How is 

that democracy if one candidate gets the majority of the votes and that’s not the person 

who’s elected. 

 

That doesn’t make any sense at all. It’s just so man different things about the system that 

just turned me off, that just caused me not to vote. A lot of people, it was a lot of positive 

feedback. 
 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.19% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.19% Coverage 

 

Yeah, it doesn’t matter, it’s already decided. 
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Matthew (Interviewer): 

Go into that a little deeper, you said it’s already decided. What do you mean by that? 

 

Interviewee: 

All right, this is where Facebook comes into it. I don’t know if this information is fact 

checked or proven or nothing like that. But people was talking about, I see the posts 

saying that we think we hold the vote, but it’s the electoral college that holds the vote. 

They actually control it in the end. 

 

Interviewee: 

I don’t actually understand how it, we went over it in high school, but I don’t actually 

understand how that thing works. How the government works, I don’t understand how 

that works. So I’m just going off of ... I would like to know, but I just haven’t put that 

time in. 

 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.60% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.60% Coverage 

 

Okay. I would say mine’s is pretty much personal I guess. Yeah. I’d say this personal, 

because I didn’t really understand that electronical or how do you say that? Electoral 

votes, like the online votes or whatever. I didn’t understand how that worked. So, that 

just sounded a little sketchy to me. How you win the popular vote say Hillary and then he 

won. It just seemed like a little rigged, in my opinion. Something just is always off. 

 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [7.56% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 7.56% Coverage 

 

Although I do know for a fact, neither one of my brothers voted... 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

2012, 2008, 2016? 

 

They’ve just never voted. They’ve just never voted. And of course, their whole thing this 

time around, they just feel... Because I’ve asked them. And the middle brother who 

younger than me, but he’s the middle brother, he just feels like the whole government 

system is corrupt. That there’s this whole thing. He feels like, just the whole with the 

election, he didn’t want to vote for either Trump nor Biden. He was like, I don’t want 

either, so he just opted to not vote at that point, because I’m not voting for either. That 

was his whole thing. Then I had my youngest brother who’s 21, my youngest brother, he 

just feels that our votes don’t count. Like, yeah, we can vote and try to get our voices out 

there and make our voices be heard, but at the end of the day, it boils down to the Senate, 

the office or whoever. So that’s where they stand with it. 
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I’m sure they’re not the only ones who have those views, my father. I know my father 

does not vote, I know that for a fact. So I’m sure that’s where my brothers get it from, 

listening to whatever he has to say or whatever he said as we were growing up, but it 

didn’t change my perspective. I still do my own thing. I still went off my own 

perspective. Same with my mother, my mother votes. She voted this election, so I guess 

it’s just all it really is just one’s personal belief. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.04% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.04% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Yes. Because I also think that there’s... I mean, I do believe that there are strength 

in numbers. I think the results of this election showed that there are strength in numbers, 

but you also see... I think that the first election of Donald Trump that also showed me 

how numbers don’t matter, and the way that they engaged in them. So, when we talk 

about the way the political system is set up and you talk about the electoral college, right? 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #11 

So, now more people will vote for someone else, but then the other person wins, right? 

Then you look at the strategies that are put in place to make sure that certain populations 

don’t go to the polls because they represent certain counties, you know? 

 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 2 references coded [8.00% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.80% Coverage 

 

But after that one, I opted out to vote in future elections, mainly because I looked at the 

electoral college and the popular votes aspects. For me personally, I feel like people can 

vote and it may have a say, but as the electoral college and the popular votes are the ones 

that are most often looked at. We’ve seen evidence of that with Trump’s election, and 

one other previous one, that I don’t remember the name of, where the overall vote didn’t 

really impact things. But those two did. So I was disillusioned from that. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.20% Coverage 

 

I chose not to vote because when I looked at the electoral college and the popular votes 

on at least two occasions, they weren’t lined up with the overall votes from everyone in 

different countries, cities, municipalities. And it was because of that I started thinking 

like, dang, we’ve got all of these people vote, but there’s a huge issue with only two of 

the three categories are really being counted on, at least from what I can see. I could very 

well be wrong, but from what I could see, I just didn’t feel like going through with it. 

Didn’t feel like it mattered too much.  
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Theme 3: SocioEconomic Status Impacts Perception of the Voting Process 

 

Category:  

 

 Subcategory:  

 
<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [7.66% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 7.66% Coverage 

 

So, say there’s a candidate who’s running and he’s saying he’s going to lower taxes for 

people who make $100,000 a year or more. And he’s going to possibly raise taxes for 

people who don’t, that would change my perception of who I’m going to vote for, even if 

that was the person that I wanted. I would be like, what the fuck? Sorry. 

Matthew Simmons: 

This is a free space. 

 

Interviewee: 

Like, what the fuck are you doing here? Like I was about to vote for him and then I find 

out, say, he owns 50% of the ... Why can’t I think of the word? The jails, the privatized 

jail. Say he owned 50% stock in somebody’s privatized jail. Then I would be like, nah, 

bro, you looking to make money off people that look like me, to have us locked up. Not 

in a good way. You’re giving me a job, therefore, you’ll make money off of me. No, 

you’re trying to have me locked up to make money. So, people hide that type of shit, and 

you find out at the end this is the type of person that they actually are. I don’t really want 

Joe Biden, but Donald Trump had to go. He had to go. I didn’t give a damn who else it 

was. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.68% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.68% Coverage 

 

Because I mean at the time I felt Trump was going to benefit this people, the rich folk, 

the one percenters. I’m not at that economic stand, I’m not there, so I’m right back to it’s 

not going to help me. Nothing he’s going to do. But I felt like he already had it. So I was 

like there’s no point of voting. 

 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.78% Coverage 

 

Economically it has an effect because I do work and the government basically has power 

over my job and everybody else’s job, so therefore, we have no choice but to abide by 

them in a certain way, not fully, but they do dictate part of your life. 
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<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.50% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.50% Coverage 

 

I would say yes and no. So, the no would be that it had no bearing on it. As far as it felt 

like I’m above voting, or that’s for the lesser than, or whatever. Or that voting would 

benefit them and not me, or whatever. Actually quite the opposite. The more money you 

make, the better. The more voting could work in your favor. But I would say, yes, just 

based on I don’t want to say education. But, intellectual thinking. I would feel that when 

you are in financially different places, you’re able to care about other things. You’re not 

in survival mode. 

 

So that being the case, it’s not just something’s going to flash on the screen and tell you, 

this is what we need to do. I don’t go to church, so it’s not a politician coming to my 

church and rallying me up about all the stuff that’s going to go on. Coming to the local 

school, having a... they don’t go to the affluent suburban areas and have a street corner 

rally about voting or whatever. They go to the spot, to the hood, and they promise stuff, 

and say they’re going to do this, that, and the third. And they go out and shoot basketball 

with some kids, and then that’s their rally up to, oh, come and vote for me. This person is 

cool. This is chill. And it’s the idea that I feel like when you’re not in survival mode, and 

you are able to think, you are able to have that time and think and sit and read a book, or 

read a paper. Or be exposed, or sit in conversations. Attend rallies and attend town hall 

meetings and things of that nature. 

 

You are able to intellectually put more things together and really think about what’s 

happening and what does that mean and how is that going to affect me, and my 

community, and things like that. And see how it really doesn’t. Or able to see both sides 

of things. Not just for someone to come in and be like, oh hey. Vote for me because I’m 

going to get these people to come here. There’s going to be more jobs. Well, what about 

all the other things that go into more jobs and things like that? What about the economic 

system? Jobs for who? Jobs for how long? Where economically are these jobs? Do we 

need 1000 more minimum wage jobs? No. 

 

So, your able to intellectually, I feel that when you’re not in survival mode, per se. 

You’re able to have more intellectual thinking about things. Because you’re involved in 

other circles and conversations, and other things that are mattering to you, other than just 

survival. 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.88% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.88% Coverage 
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Something I struggle with personally is after learning... because I’m going to school for 

psychology. I want to be a psychiatrist and I want to aid my people, I want to help, 

because I just feel like growing up, I’ve always seen so many black people struggling 

with different things like mental illness. And that’s another reason why people don’t vote. 

A lot of people have different underlying issues or they’re so stressed out all the time. 

They don’t even have the time to vote. And that’s why I get so upset. People talk about 

how the black community don’t vote, but if you really think about it, it’s the same reason 

why most employers who burn out their employees aren’t sued, because you don’t have 

the time to. You’re too busy, you’re always working. And our community is literally 

systematically so oppressed to the point where we don’t even have the time to really 

protest or riot. 

 

Missing too many shifts can end you out in the street. Then you’ll fit another statistic. 

We’re always trying to beat the system. And one thing that I too love, that video of 

Malcolm X, Ballot and the Bullet, I really love that video. That’s one of my favorite 

speeches by him, I like what he said. Another thing that really puts a strain on why black 

people don’t vote is because black people, their religion. In the Islamic faith, I know a lot 

of Muslims won’t vote because it’s against their way of life or something like that. 

Christians they vote, but they have this kumbaya with white people, like turn the other 

cheek if a cop kills you or if they chastise you. You can’t seek revenge. It’s against Jesus 

to hate or to seek revenge or stuff like that. But it’s not really revenge we’re seeking, it’s 

justice. 

 

<Files\\Interview Particant #1 > - § 2 references coded [5.62% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.99% Coverage 

 

Somewhat. I feel like because me, as somebody that’s aspiring to be an attorney and get a 

law degree, I just feel like because that would elevate me possibly to a higher economic 

status, I just feel like because this I feel like is probably going to go to another 

conversation about lawyers and what I think about black lawyers and professionals and 

stuff like that. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Because y’all are the gatekeepers, right? 

 

Yeah. It’s like man, yeah. Because I want to get into law. The reason why I wanted to get 

into law is because I want to change the law. Even with me being in law school, the stuff 

that we be learning is even my professors acknowledge that the rules are made up. If we 

know this, and we know this country to be a defacto country where it just propped up the 

law of other nations, it’s propped up on its own and they try to say it’s democracy and all 

that stuff, but when you actually look at what actually happened when they wrote the 

constitution, they locked themselves in the room for however long, the 30 days or 

whatever. 
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Reference 2 - 1.63% Coverage 

 

They came out, they wasn’t even supposed to be re-writing the constitution. All that stuff, 

it’s like when you put all that in combination, what are we really doing? Just being a 

lawyer when they know the laws are made up and there’s an exception to every rule and 

stuff like that. What really ... Would I be able to use my degree to change the law or 

anything? When there’s not really any space for that in the profession? 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.34% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.34% Coverage 

 

And that goes into a lot too, because my education is why I also chose not to vote, 

because I was educated on things like my history. I was educated on things with prior 

elections, I was educated on their backgrounds and stuff like that, their overall mission is. 

My education led me to realize the woman that was running as the vice-president for 

Biden has locked up more black men than anyone else in history in America. And that 

freaked me out. I’m like, what? I don’t understand. So I just felt as though that my 

economic status has definitely grant me more wisdom and insight on just the overall 

rundown of the election and the presidential campaigns and just this government as a 

whole. So, yeah, I feel as though that because of my education and stuff like that, and my 

social class, it did definitely lead me not to vote. 
 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.80% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.03% Coverage 

 

Good question. My economic status... I will say this, my economic status helped me to 

get in the spaces such as college to gain access to the knowledge, to come into 

consciousness as to why I should not vote. So yes, in that regard, I would say my 

economic status did play a role in a sense that because I quote unquote at the time was 

struggling financially for instance, I was eligible for grants. And those grants in return 

aided me in being able to pay for my tuition to go to the African American studies 

department. And that space and those spaces, right, called the university, I was able to 

access that information and knowledge. And then that knowledge in return helped to 

shape my decision-making, thus yes, it led to me inevitably saying the H with this, this 

ain’t no freedom. Because I started learning more about my history and my people, and 

so then I was able to make an informed decision such as choosing not to vote. 
 

Reference 2 - 0.77% Coverage 

 

What affected my view was the knowledge. So I would say it was the knowledge, it was 

me coming into consciousness and learning again about the sacrifices of our people, 

learning about what were the true social, economic, and political barriers in front of us 
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that shaped and molded my perception. Reality. So yeah, that’s what I would say to that 

question. 
 

<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 3 references coded [13.18% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 8.06% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

The economic is, in this recent electional or election, a lot of my friends were 

unemployed because we were all contracted for the government. So once pandemic hit, 

what was that March? Or whatever year that was. It was March of the election year, most 

of us applied for the unemployment insurance and contacted our congressmen and our 

governors, just get things moving because we had waited I want to say three months 

before our application even got acknowledged. All the way up to election day, none of us 

had received a dime of unemployment. 

 

Speaker 2: 

So some of us who didn’t have anything to fall back on... most lost their apartments, most 

lost their homes, most had to turn their cars back in. So most people were basically 

homeless if we didn’t have family to fall back to. And not any of the Nancy Pelosis, the 

Hogans, the what’s her name? Bowzer. These are the congressmen and mayors and all 

that and governors of Maryland and DC. So we were stuck and it was like, why am I 

going to look out for you and put you in office for four more years when you can’t put 

your foot down and have these people work to get us our just due. So that was the 

economical as well as personal reason. So I’m just not going to put a good vote into a bad 

candidate. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.47% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

The definition that I used about them not even looking out for us as far as unemployment 

is concerned, but most of have savings. We can have something to fall back on, but even 

until now, no one has ever reached out or said anything about unemployment. As a matter 

of fact, even with Tom Wolf, I later learned that there was money given to Pennsylvania 

for, I want to say it was mortgage relief and there was a certain amount of time that it was 

supposed to expire. He never told any of Pennsylvania any of that. He just let it expire. 
 

Reference 3 - 1.65% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

Yeah. Because I mean, when you think about it, people need that. I mean, it was relief for 

your constituents. You’re supposed to disperse that, you’re not supposed to... And you 

can’t use it for anything else because that’s what it’s earmarked for. 

 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [17.97% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 17.97% Coverage 

 

Absolutely. I am broke to put it bluntly and being just above poverty level, no, more 

accurately poverty level and black gives me a certain perspective and puts my needs in a 

certain category when it comes to certain things like a vote. The issue I have when it 

comes to voting is that I vote for representative but that representative gets in power for 

X amount of time and they vote yes or no on issues that are more fascinating. 

 

Interviewee: 

A lot of these past issues aren’t yes I agree, no I don’t agree. Sometimes it’s, I don’t 

know maybe we can tweak it and I can’t say that as a voter, I can only put a certain 

person into the position and hope that they speak for me. Each and every bill that comes 

across you can have your own personal view one but according to the bipartisan system, 

it’s either yes or no and that’s picked for you by your party. So not only do you not have 

a voice when it comes to the bill, but you don’t have a voice when it comes to the yes or 

no. It’s broken down you are disenfranchised to vote in the voting process, in the bill 

process and it’s just terrible. 

 

Interviewee: 

It’s terrible that people have any type of faith in it, you vote for a person and then you 

forget who they are for the next two, three years, four years, when they come up as 

president and you just forget stuff and you hope that they’re doing the best for you. And 

they’re very obviously not, second in Gerard was filled with staple black families, I say 

staple because they been here for 30, 40 years. And as soon as white people swooped in 

no offense to black people not saying you’re anything, but it’s just that they came in with 

money, even if don’t mean 90% of that neighborhood put maybe an average $2000 to 

make some of the houses look better. Call the Northern liberties and jack the prices up so 

that black people, native black people couldn’t live there and our Philadelphia local 

government did nothing but help them. 

 

Interviewee: 

I... Part of my family got forced out of their home in 2013 and it was they didn’t get a 

check they just had to leave and the home that they were in, got torn down and redone 

and now white people with holes in their jeans live there paid $2000 a month for the 

same place that I’ve been mugged at. I was mugged on the corner of 2nd of Harper that 

whole area it used to be hell of dangerous, disenfranchise black people everywhere. And 

now all of a sudden it’s for hipsters, bar crawlers, craft beers and our government did 

nothing to protect us during that process. And it’s still happening they’re reaching into 

Kensington now so that whole area full of old fish town, union retirees, it’s going to be 

taken away next it’s horrible. Philadelphia politicians have not helped anything in 

Philadelphia there’s so many issues and being part of the main social economic group in 

Philadelphia I’ve seen it, I felt it and I’m just totally turned off. 
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<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.00% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.00% Coverage 

 

Um, I guess as a person who grew up in a poor communities, uh, and who always felt like 

their government failed them, it definitely affects my decision because I really think that 

the whole thing needs to be redone versus if I’m somewhere and people are talking about 

presidential candidates and I overhear other people’s dishes decisions and why they make 

those decisions, they are different from mine. But then these could be like people in their 

thirties or people from a different economic background see the world differently than I 

do. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.86% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.86% Coverage 

 

Now what I will say though, I kind of want to backtrack on that. In the past, at least 

know. Again, just me being younger now that I’m older, with the whole Trump election. 

Although that was not the only factor, it did play a part in my decision to vote. The 

economy was crashing, we knew that. I worked in retail, I’m a manager in retail. I know 

the things that me and my district managers or whatever, I know things that we discussed 

as far as... So, I get it. So I would say yes, at this day and age, yes. Maybe not so much in 

the past, but this day and age, yes. 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.29% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.29% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

I just feel as though, my social class right now, I’m considered to be in the... I would 

technically would be considered living in the poverty line because I think I make... Well, 

I just got this job. So technically I think I would be almost middle-class. I’m not sure how 

much I make a year, but I just feel like no matter what, I still live in a community where 

it’s poor. I live in a poor community where crime rate is high and stuff like that, and I just 

don’t see where any of these politicians would do to help us. What would they do to 

empower our community? 

 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.33% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.33% Coverage 

 

It did, because I started thinking, cause I remember when Bernie Sanders was in the 

running, like he was in the election, my views actually aligned up with him. I was 

thinking, he’s talking nice. He could probably do some really good things as far as 

education and reform along those lines. But the overall voting, he didn’t win that one. 
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Other people did and I was, like, so on the education forefront, what improvements can 

we actually see? Because during Trump’s run that we previously went through, I don’t 

think education improved a lot if at all. But the other people who are running, I can’t say 

what they would or wouldn’t do were they elected because they weren’t elected. Or it 

could make, it was a little bit easier for me. 

 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.21% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.21% Coverage 

 

Well, yeah, because I’m sorry if I was rich, I would in a white person, I would definitely 

vote for Trump because I guess that makes sense for them, but not for me. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.13% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.33% Coverage 

 

Yes. I felt that I would have more representation if I was in a different economic status. 

So yeah, I feel like I would have more because I would see more impact. So, in terms of, 

Trump’s tax plan necessarily hit me, but I think that those kind of decisions about... I 

thought i would have more stake in the game if I have more... 

 

Reference 2 - 1.80% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Yes. Because I also think that there’s... I mean, I do believe that there are strength 

in numbers. I think the results of this election showed that there are strength in numbers, 

but you also see... I think that the first election of Donald Trump that also showed me 

how numbers don’t matter, and the way that they engaged in them. So, when we talk 

about the way the political system is set up and you talk about the electoral college, right? 
 

<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.89% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.89% Coverage 

 

If I were to think of it from, I guess, other people’s perspective, say if it was more of a 

upper-class citizen who’s economically wealthy, I’ll say it like that, and they’re just 

getting richer, then I would assume so because they would want to have more so of a vote 

towards someone who’s going to keep them rich and not really take anything from them. 

 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.44% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.44% Coverage 
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I voted when I felt like I had less and I’ve voted now and I feel like I have a little more, 

but I don’t think that really has anything to do with my personal social economic 

background. It’s more about when I did start being more consistently with voting, I guess 

I just started paying attention more and seeing what was going on in it. Wasn’t so much 

about me, although it was a little about me, but it was about other people too, the positive 

act and other people who have it, frankly worse than I do. 
 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.48% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.48% Coverage 

 

I did education in college so I learned about how school and education is funded. And 

when you learn more about it, you see the racial institutions that are set into SATs or the 

funding in general like how education is always funded through property tax and property 

tax are always low work in urban people of color areas. So often that places were black 

people are get less money for education and constantly in Philadelphia we are losing 

money and every politician always tries to run in Philadelphia and goes, we’re going to 

do some about education and it never gets done. Superintendents come and go but the 

education never gets fixed and just from being an objective viewer of the politics of 

Philadelphia I’ve seen that its corrupt, it’s not working and there’s really no person black 

or white that has come into Philadelphia and done anything but make some money and 

disappear. 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.05% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.05% Coverage 

 

And I would say yes, because me coming from a background in which ... It’s not like 

economic, our economic, we was on the lower end of the economic scale. And I don’t 

care how much people voted, it never changed where you were placed. And it wasn’t 

because of a skill and it wasn’t because of the knowledge or the grievances you had, it 

was just opportunity. And when you’re voting, you’re voting to ... you’re not voting for 

that person to take care of you. You’re voting for that person to open up doors in the 

economic system so that you can showcase your skills, but the doors are shut off to you. 

But to certain people, it’s always open. It’s wide open actually. 

 

Interviewee: 

You can actually walk through in and out with ease. Me, I have to kick down the door. I 

have to kick it, run into it, ram it to get through that door. And then, behind that door is a 

tiger, lion, and a bear waiting for me. So once I got past that, it’s fire right after that. So 

you see the hurdles I got to jump through when the door is wide open for you, you just 

walk though. So then again, that’s how my economic status somewhat of it was affected 

by my did not to vote and everything like that, because I knew that it wasn’t going to 

change nothing, none of my situation at all, it wasn’t. 
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<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.04% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.04% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Yes. Because I also think that there’s... I mean, I do believe that there are strength 

in numbers. I think the results of this election showed that there are strength in numbers, 

but you also see... I think that the first election of Donald Trump that also showed me 

how numbers don’t matter, and the way that they engaged in them. So, when we talk 

about the way the political system is set up and you talk about the electoral college, right? 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

So, now more people will vote for someone else, but then the other person wins, right? 

Then you look at the strategies that are put in place to make sure that certain populations 

don’t go to the polls because they represent certain counties, you know? 
 

<Files\\ Participant #21 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.16% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.16% Coverage 

 

No. Like money-wise no, it doesn’t. 

 

<Files\\David Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.83% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.83% Coverage 

 

I would say no. I think if I was wealthy or if I was poor or impoverished or middle-class, 

whatever my economic status is or was, my opinions would have been the same. I would 

have acted the same way. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.69% Coverage 

 

No. I think that taking the position that I’m in right now actually threatens my economic 

status, you know what I mean? I have education, I’ve attained some level of menial 

comfort, not really, but in comparison to what others have, a lot of people would much 

rather be in my shoes. So I think that taking the political stances that I take actually 

jeopardize my economics, not the other way around. 
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.64% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 1.64% Coverage 

 

Absolutely not. Both questions, absolutely not, because whether I have two pennies or I 

have a zillion pennies, the reality is the same. I had ample opportunity as a poor black 

woman to vote in every election. Always I had the opportunity if I so chose. That was 

never an obstacle. It doesn’t cost anything to vote. As long as you have your I.D. and you 

have a residence, you can vote. I always had I.D. and a residence. That never kept me 

from voting, and I never thought for once that if I voted for this person or that person it 

would affect my economics or my pockets at all. I knew that that was me, what I did for 

me. Nobody in office was going to change how much money I made nobody. Not directly 

anyway. 
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Theme 4: Perception of Agency Shapes Future Plans. 

 

Category:  

 

 Subcategory:  

 
<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.13% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.13% Coverage 

 

I listen to a lot of public radio and there are people who they interviewed who have the 

nerve to go on a national public radio and say they don’t vote. Why? Because they don’t 

think it matters or they don’t actually, there is no, it’s not. Some people do say that they 

don’t vote because they didn’t like the candidates. But my thing is like lesser of two evils, 

you know, you know, you don’t like them, no there are not perfect, but look at the 

alternatives, especially lately, like really, okay. That’s my, and I don’t try to convince 

them and not don’t give them the lecture cause I don’t like being lectured, but I just come 

up with a quick retort. I say, well, you, by not voting for not voting, you know, and taking 

no action as the action, essentially, you voted for this person. So, you know, thank you. I 

mean, you’re partly responsible for this 
 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.20% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.20% Coverage 

 

Yeah, of course I will recommend them to vote. I mean, it’s all up to them and their 

personal out view, but I mean, I would try to persuade them in the right way, because at 

the end of the day, it does make a difference. Even if you might not see it, at least you 

were a part of. It’s a right and I felt like back in the day, a lot of our ancestors, even back 

to Martin Luther King and people who protested for these rights and it’s like, I’m not 

taking advantage of those sacrifices. 
 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.20% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.20% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

I would tell them that they need to vote, and I would not try to sway their decision, but I 

will tell them that they need to vote. And I will tell them that since you’re going to vote, 

not, hey, you need vote, since you’re going to vote, you probably want to know about the 

candidates that are available. And you should get into it because it’s going to affect your 

life. People say it doesn’t affect their lives, but that mess affects your life. 
 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.26% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 2.26% Coverage 

 

Um, that just because the world tells them that they have to participate, it is their vote. It 

belongs to them and they get to decide what they do with it. Like no matter what that is, 

like, I don’t care if they walk in and put their own name on the ballot, but it’s just 

something that belongs to them. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.23% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.23% Coverage 

 

Honestly, take your time out, do your own research. Don’t just follow what other people 

are saying. Use that. Still vote, but use that to just choose your candidate. Just figure out 

what they’re trying to achieve and just vote on it. It’s just that simple. That’s what I 

should’ve did. That’s what people should do. 

 

Interviewee: 

I mean you can watch clips of people giving their speeches, but if the people are biased 

about that, they’re going to show you in a certain light. Of course, they going to show 

you in a bad way. Forget all that, take time, do your own research, and go vote. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.27% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.27% Coverage 

 

I would tell them it is important to vote. It is very important to vote. Voting presidency, 

democracy, all of that definitely shapes our future. You know what I’m saying? Our 

president, those are the leaders of the world we live in, that’s what it is. 
 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.88% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.43% Coverage 

 

This year, police brutality and police reform and Donald Trump and Biden, this is 

probably the most ... I mean, actually with family, we all sitting down having a drink, 

talking about this shit, and this is probably the first time that any of us ever brought up 

politics. It was because it’s just such a hot topic with so much going on, and I have to say 

that this year alone has opened up my eyes to so many things, especially dealing with the 

pandemic and how Black people are treated and a lot of people, not knowing that ... a lot 

of White people not understanding their own privilege. 

 

So that has opened up my eyes in different ways because I have a few White friends and 

they could not even begin to understand the situation that happened with George Floyd. 
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This is stuff we’ve been living through, you know what I mean? But nobody ever talks 

about it. Fuck no, I started talking about it to my White friends, like, “No, y’all going to 

listen to this. You can’t support me in private and then not support my people in public. It 

can’t work that way. Your voice is just as important.” So if you’re talking national 

politics and the stuff that do need to change, because I agree, there is things that need to 

change 
 

Reference 2 - 2.45% Coverage 

 

It’s too important, and if you don’t know, I would just suggest that you google some shit 

or ask somebody who you think may know. I feel like it’s my business, because it affects 

our people, especially the people that make the policy for health care and all that crazy 

shit. I never used to pay attention to stuff like that, but now I do. Like, “Oh, how much 

money are they about to use for this? How much [crosstalk 00:39:48] ... Like how much 

money are they about to spend on this? Or how much money are they about to spend on 

that? Or they got all this money but they don’t cut the money for education. You’re 

getting new books.” 

 

Shit like that now is like, “What’s wrong with y’all?” None of this shit y’all talking 

about. Y’all want to save the trees but don’t want to save the schools? Okay, makes 

perfect sense. So I feel like it’s my duty to educate people. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.78% Coverage 

 

I would tell them that it’s important that they participate in their community in different 

aspects. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Okay. 

 

Interviewee: 

And that includes being part of the electoral process. 

 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.67% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.67% Coverage 

 

Definitely everybody participates in the political process in some way, shape or form. It’s 

using it to your advantage. I still tell people go out and vote. I organize events to get 

people to vote. I want people to have that option because once again, I feel like that’s 

what being American is. Not caring. If you don’t care to vote, that’s on you. Either way 

without you knowing you’re shaping stuff anyway, because sooner or later, if you don’t 
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vote, I am conscious of this, stuff can just happen to you. Your life can just be taken 

advantage of. That’s why I’d rather do a slow pace to it, because I’m starting to learn if 

you get a hundred people in one community, they can change one thing over time and it’s 

building to that. 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 3 references coded [7.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.28% Coverage 

 

No. No. And that’s because I believe there’s time for a change in the world and the 

change is to get back to how civilization ... I believe civilization to be many years ago, 

where it was built on a barter system where everybody had different skills and different 

things. We all used the resources that we had on this earth instead of trying to man make 

them and create our own image of it and just use what God has given us on earth. So do I 

regret? No. I don’t regret it at all because I think it’s time to really build our own 

communities and own systems in which those ideologies can be practiced and not the 

ideologies of money doing it for you and people working for you instead of working with 

you. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.66% Coverage 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Do you plan to continue to not participate? 

 

Participant #10: 

Yes. 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Okay. And why? Spelling out for the people, that’s all. 

 

Participant #10: 

I’m going to say because I have the power within. I have the power within myself to 

change or make an impact on the world. And it’s countless what other people do. But 

what I want to happen will not happen if I was in that system. It would happen once I link 

up with people of my community and we all work together to make that happen. That’s 

how it will happen. It ain’t going to happen by me taking my finger and pushing a button 

and say, I like that person. I want that person to sit in the office. It’s not going to happen 

like that. It’s going to happen by me empowering myself and then linking up with other 

empowered individuals. And then we work on those that are not, and we just keep 

shining the light on them and empowering them to basically keep building the 

community. Like each one, teach one. I’m going to say that. So this one what shied me 

away from voting ever again because I’m so in love with that ideology more so than that 

ideology. 

 

Reference 3 - 1.82% Coverage 
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No, these times of anti socialism and I’m going to call it that, it’s going to be like that. 

But you still have people that they are want the light on and just keep going, keep trying. 

There’s people that will sit there and have that conversation with you. Man, I’m telling 

you. There’s people like you and I, they just want to have a voice to be heard, that’s it. If 

we had the platform like certain people or we have the the resources like certain people, 

there may be, we’ll make a bigger impact. You’ll see a lot bigger things happen. But we 

don’t have it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 2 references coded [11.82% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.19% Coverage 

 

So I don’t believe in more so, taking that whole political approach of going down to city 

hall. We’re going to have a poster. I want to have a conference. We going to talk, talk, 

talk, talk. Because basically you’re asking people to be nice to you, and kind to you, and 

to do good to you. And I’m not about that life. So, I feel more so that with birth work, it 

is more of a hands on real life revolutionary, because as much as we’re going to walk and 

march in the street, about how someone is treating you, what are we going to do? What’s 

happening right now? And so, the right now is that Black women are dying in 

astronomical rates in childbirth and postpartum. And somebody has to do something 

about that. And so, we can’t wait for, a law is not going to change, you know what I’m 

saying? There’s going to be 9000 babies between when you was marching in the street 

and when a law gets passed. Who’s going to take care of it? 

 

So, my thing was I came into more of a, we need to do for us. And take care of us, and 

that’s not going to change nothing over here. No matter who is in office. No matter 

what’s happening. No matter who gets what, and elects the who, and leaves office, and 

come back to office. You know what I’m saying? That homeless man is still over there, 

and needs some food. This sister’s about, is being ignored for her medical needs. And 

she’s saying, this child needs this, and that, and the third. And we need to do real stuff. 

So, I don’t see the need to busy myself with that when sun up to sundown, daytime, right 

here on this block, need stuff. 
 

Reference 2 - 7.63% Coverage 

 

The same thing with me like I’m saying about my birth work. My birth work is now. That 

sister over there. She’s having her baby today. It don’t matter what the laws changed, 

what policies are put in place by the local hospital, it eventually will get there, but she’s 

having her baby today. You know what I’m saying? Her doctor just told her that she’s 

perfectly fine, when she has serious health symptoms that could mean something very 

bad, and they refuse to test her. Why do I care about who’s in charge of what? And this 

person gets voted out and this person should quit their job, and they should get down. 

And we should elect somebody new to be, why do I care about any of that? I don’t care 

who the head of the hospital is. I don’t care what their policies are. I don’t care what they 
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went and said down at City Hall. They’re having a town hall meeting, that they did a 

conference to get a talk on something. 

 

That’s not going to do anything. I hate, sorry. I’m putting it out there. I hate seeing a 

group of Black people get together and talk about problems. If it’s 10 of us on the panel, 

all 10 of us know the damn problem. Why we got to come together and talk about this? 

What are we going to do today? Right now! What is the plan? Do we got to organize 

something? You just want to know what I’ma do? What are we getting together? Like 

hey, what are you going to do about it? What are you going to do about it? What are you 

going to do about it? If we’re talking about that, then that’s fine. But I don’t think we 

need to sit around and constantly have conversations. Me saying with the gun violence 

and the things that are happening in the city of Philadelphia. I’ve never lived anywhere 

like this, where it’s this type of gun violence killing people. People are shot in they 

houses. I’ve never seen anything like this before. 

 

Interviewee: 

But, I’m going to tell you this. You don’t got to sit around and talk about it every week, 

every weekend. What for? For what? What is the talk... and I feel bad because then 

you’re seen as you’re not Black. You don’t care about Black community, and how dare 

you feel that way? And blah, blah, blah, whatever. White people, they don’t talk about 

nothing. It don’t apply to you. It’s not that it doesn’t apply to me. But what is the point of 

us having the same conversation? I’m about progression and doing something. We’re 

doing it, or we’re not doing it. Let’s get the hell out of here. The idea of you shit and get 

off the pot. What are we going to do? The same thing with this thing about the real work. 

I don’t care about laws. I don’t care who’s in, and like I said, I have a whole political 

science degree. My degree is in government, particularly urban politics. So this is what I 

do, and I could care less. Right, I could care less. I don’t know who’s voting, who’s 

running, nothing. I have no clue. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.52% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.89% Coverage 

 

Well, I think the building part, I think it’s much more conversational because some of 

those people... Well, that’s sort of the debate. I think that they engage in their own 

political activities via community development. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.63% Coverage 

I think we consider community development as a political activity. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Interviewee: 

So, even though you’re not participating in the electorate, your engagement in 

“consciousness development” and cultural awareness, whether it’s in the classroom or 

outside of the classroom, you feel that those are political acts within themselves. I also 

think that we feel that way. 

 

<Files\\Participant 19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.22% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.22% Coverage 

 

Honestly, I feel like when I don’t participate, my first thought is that’s less of my time 

possibly being wasted on something I don’t care for in the first place. And two, I can 

focus on more something that is productive that will actually benefit me. Like focusing 

on building a family with my wife, or focusing in school, focusing more on my 

occupation, what I want to do for not only my future, but my family’s future as well. And 

just generally forming a plan with my best friend, who is also my wife, and just 

continuing building my life with her and making the most of it, honestly. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.07% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.07% Coverage 

 

We should be centered on us and everything else should be an alternative. So I no longer 

want to say “I want to find alternative means.” What I prefer to say is I want to center 

better ways or ways that are more advantageous to us in the long run. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.45% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.45% Coverage 

 

So the other fact is that, trying to stay in context of what you’re asking, the other factors 

that led to me not voting was through studying other ethnic groups. So when I started 

looking at Jewish communities and how they were able to overcome the grips of 

surviving the Holocaust and these horrific things that occurred with their people, one 

thing I learned was they no longer allow any person outside of their community to define 

your reality for them. They no longer allow any other group of people to tell them what to 

do. They turn in on themselves and make decisions for those in a coherent manner, they 

designed their own political structure, they appointed their own prime ministers. They 

created their own processes. So therefore again, I learned from that like, okay well, wait a 

minute. This other group of people, they were able to quote, go get free by turning it on 

themselves and beginning to redesign this thing called whatever the political structure 

looks like in Israel. And they were able to get free. 

 

So now I’m looking at our people and then critically looking back, are my people really 

going to get free by voting? No. So that’s where some of the major aha moments for me 
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that led me to come to these conclusions that the political structure that is in place is the 

thing that seems to oppress my people. And until my people make the conscious decision 

to say the H with it, with your process, and begin to dig down deep and do the hard work 

of creating and building their own structures, their own systems, their own way of being, 

their own spiritual systems, embracing these things. That’s the only way they’re going to 

get free. 

 

You will not get free until you choose to make a different decision. You cannot go to 

your press and say, can you tell me the way to get free? No, his nature is to oppress you, 

why you will go to your oppressor to help you? It defies the laws of gravity in and of 

itself. It makes no logical sense, so I hope I’m answering your questions. For me, these 

were some of the pivotal reasons why I was like, I am not engaging in this process. Me 

going to the poll and saying, “I’m casting my vote. I’ve contributed my due diligence” 

puts me in a state of perpetual slumber-ness (sleep). It puts me to sleep, it’s tricks me into 

believing that I am contributing when I am not. It makes me believe that, “Oh, 

everything’s all right, Kumbaya. I don’t have to work,” I have to work every day when I 

wake up. I have to do some integration with my peoples. 
 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 2 references coded [10.60% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.66% Coverage 

 

No, I am perfectly fine I’ll tell you why because I am a firm believer that the president 

does not control the country, the huge corporations that fund the president control the 

country. Meaning whether it was Hillary or Trump we were going to get coal mines 

reopened, we were going to get taxes redone. It’s just we were going to feel the part of it. 

A whole bunch of stuff was going to happen the companies behind Hillary would have 

pushed for different things, the companies behind Trump push for these things and that’s 

the end of all of it. No, it’s not... I don’t believe that Trump is out here just making 

executive orders off of his self, I believe he owes a lot of powerful people a lot of money. 

So he’s doing these things to fulfill his end of the bargain because that’s how politicians 

work whether you want to believe it or not they are in someone’s pocket. Every single 

ward leader, Senate representative, all of them they are in a company’s pocket. And they 

lobby, they filibuster, they’ve push for bills according to what their company wants its 

how it works. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.95% Coverage 

 

Oh, absolutely I am not participating in a process that I don’t agree with and there’s 

literally nothing besides putting a gun to my head or the head of my daughters that will 

change my ideal behind that. The system is broken, politicians are to be trusted, not to 

because they all shady people but because they’re all put in situations to do shady things. 

I am... I will not participate and I feel no remorse for it, I actually feel empowered I’m 

constantly told don’t waste your vote and I agree I’m not wasting my vote. I am not 
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participating in this horrible, horrible system that at the end of the day did not represent 

my feelings. 
 

<Files\\Participants #1 Interview - § 2 references coded [1.64% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.22% Coverage 

 

Yeah. I plan on not voting probably ever. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.43% Coverage 

 

Because I feel like the system hasn’t changed, so why should I? It’s still the same system, 

they still gonna put the same crappy candidates in front of us, talk about the lesser of two 

evils when you know, yeah, all of this stuff. It’s just ... I feel like every time I even open 

my mouth to say something, something else pop up for a reason why I didn’t vote. It’s 

just more and more. 

 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.74% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.74% Coverage 

 

No. 

Matthew Simmons: 

Why? 

 

Because I knew from the jump that Trump was going to win. Everybody playing ... 

Trump for 2020, all the memes, and Instagram posts that and people were just posting 

like Trump winning. I was ... bad publicity is good publicity. You feel what I’m saying? 

So if you keep advertising that Trump’s going to win. Trump’s going to win. Trump’s 

going to win. Eventually, it’s going to come true. As you see, there was nobody saying 

Hilary’s a liar. Bernie Sanders old. Trump is the funniest person to elect for president. 

Let’s go with the comical way. I mean, that’s what it was. So now we’re getting laughed 

at. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.15% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.15% Coverage 

 

Yeah, I’m not voting. 
 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.63% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.63% Coverage 
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I do not regret it. I believe the economic impact and everything that’s going on now 

would have happened with, or without my input, not to give off the implication that I feel 

defeated with the voting processes. No. I feel like, for the people who did vote and for the 

people whose votes were not counted due to very extracurricular reasons, that’s where I 

stand. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.09% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.09% Coverage 

 

It’s a mixture of emotions. The reason why, because on one hand, this is that duality that 

plagues me. On one hand, there’s a part of me that wants to be in unison with my people 

in terms of what makes them happy. What makes them happy, what gives them the 

illusion of happiness is this idea of voting and I’m making a difference. And so I feel 

good at the end of the day, I’ve done my due diligence. And so I feel sometimes, it feels 

very tiresome. It feels very disillusioned. I know if this emotion per se, one word, I think 

I have to describe because it’s an emotional state, I have to tie them in. But to make it 

simple for this interview, I would say sometimes depressing, sometimes sad. Sometimes 

enraging. 

 

Interviewee #14: 

I would say I feel like I alternate between those three emotions when it comes to that 

because when I look at my people and it’s like, “Don’t you all get it?” It’s disappointing 

me. I think that’s another emotional state I find myself in a lot. It’s disappointing and 

upsetting and then upset turns into rage and sometimes bitterness. That’s another word. I 

find myself fighting against bitterness because it’s like having this high level of 

awareness can be a blessing and a curse because it puts you in a space of... It’s like being 

a wizard that has the power to see all these different realities, but what good is it 

sometimes if you can’t impact it? So it could be a bittering, that’s what I was saying 

about reaching out to others and still keeping your spirit alive to fight against that. So you 

don’t slip into that space of disillusionment, because it’s easy. That’s what I’ve seen. 

 

Interviewee #14: 

If you study activists or people who fought, they went through hell behind closed doors. 

The mental barriers and the war they went up, they went through hell, and so I find 

myself fighting those various emotions to stay strong so that I don’t react from a sick, 

emotional space and then impact others, because that’s just as horrible. And I’ve seen 

that, when people become sick and then they begin to operate from that sick, emotional 

space. And as a therapist, I fight against that. Keeping our people well, mentally, keeping 

them well, spiritually, because this is all this is for. All this stuff is designed to do two 

things, to cripple you psychologically, and to kill your spirit. That’s it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 3 references coded [5.49% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 3.20% Coverage 

 

Well, because I don’t think the political process as it is is worthy of my vote or 

participation or for me to acknowledge that it’s an avenue for change for the black 

community or for any community. I don’t even think it represents democratic behavior, 

because first of all, we don’t even really have a democracy. Say they have a two party 

system and then sometimes we have independents. First of all, we don’t even get a 

chance to choose truly who we want there. Then if we do choose who we want there, the 

way the voting system works with the electoral votes, the way campaigning works, the 

way lobbying works, it would be very difficult for a person who was truly picked by the 

people to win, because it’s happened before. 

 

We’ve had people that came from the community, grassroots people who would run for 

different offices, but it’s all about power. It’s about money, and the way it’s set up, the 

people who have power and money support other people who support them who have 

power and money. It’s never about the poor people without power and without money. 

It’s never about us. We’re supposed to support the system. We support their system, but 

not in the way we think we do. We think we vote for them and we’re supporting them. 

No, no. Their whole system rests on us being unable to affect their system at all. If I said 

that clear enough. I don’t know if I did. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.52% Coverage 

 

Most people don’t even understand how the political system works. They don’t know 

how to affect it effectively. They don’t even know who represents them in their 

community. Then even if they did know and they were to contact those people who 

represent them to let them know what their needs are in their own community ... Because 

I thought about running for city council myself and this is how I found this out, that once 

I’m in a position to be on the board to make change, I’m already compromised by that 

point. If I’m not, then I’m not effective, because nobody will talk to me. Nobody will 

work with me. Nobody will enter any type of agreement with me. 
 

Reference 3 - 0.77% Coverage 

 

No, I don’t vote. I don’t vote. Principle and practice, I do not vote. I don’t participate in 

that practice. That’s ineffective. I just don’t. I don’t waste my time. I don’t waste my time 

doing a lot of stuff. Just don’t. No, and I don’t encourage anyone else to ever. I never tell 

somebody make sure you vote. Never. Never say that. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.78% Coverage 
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No, because if I did vote, I wouldn’t have this perception. I’ve tried to go to what they 

did in my state. Every good villain live with their consequences. All the good villains 

plan on being caught. If they plan on going out, they’re okay with going through 

Rikers...S.T.A.R Lab prison in the DC. They plan to go to jail if they’re planning to go 

through and that’s the type of lifestyle I could live my life. You don’t have consequence, 

if you live out regressive consequences, how do you learn? You learn for, I’m a big 

proponent and you put a fork in the electric socket and you want big opponent in that 

would rather go through a struggle of not voting and to finally get to a place where I feel 

confident voting, rather than just you have to vote. 

 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.44% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.36% Coverage 

 

Participant #4: 

No results, no results. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

And- 

 

Participant #4: 

My people die. I mean, my people die. If my people die for us to vote, then I’m going to 

make sure my vote count. I want to make sure that all right, I want jobs, I want all the 

cops to go to jail. I want our human rights not being violated, that, that, that. Now if all 

that’s not going to be done, then I can’t waste my people votes. 
 

Reference 2 - 7.07% Coverage 

 

Well, that? Because I don’t see our African people agenda. I don’t see nothing about us, 

about anything about us. I’ll give you an example, the Jews. When anybody run for office 

the Jews give them a letter saying if you support Israel we support you, and they sign it. 

All the Africans and city council in Philadelphia sign that agenda. So if they don’t 

support Israel, they don’t get in office, because they get the money from the Jews? So 

they sign it, I will support Israel. 

 

Well, why can’t you get an agenda for us, and have Jews sign it and say, I’m going to do 

this, this, this, and that. So no, if I don’t see no agenda I can’t waste my peoples vote. My 

people die for that vote, so I’m going to use that vote wisely. When I see an agenda, then 

I’ll go out there and say, all right, now I’m going to vote, because I see we have our 

agenda. Then I’m going to vote. Then that person who don’t do their agenda, I get them 

out of office. Now you got four years, brother or sister, to do that. If not, then I get you 

out of office. 
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So we don’t have accountability. It’s the democratic party who control our vote. Tell us 

who to vote for and who not to vote for. Like that sister from California? 
 

 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.73% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.73% Coverage 

 

More than likely I’m going to be the in-and-out about, and then I’ll vote her. But because 

of the I’m like, okay, let’s say five-year plan. I’ll probably will be more consistent with 

voting just because I’m really watching him now two more than ever, and in what’s going 

on politically and it’s contrary. And I feel like we cannot let our guard down. We have to 

be vigilant. Not just we but me, I have to be vigilant. Well, we can be, have to be vigilant, 

have to be consistent. That’s because we managed to get him out. You know, he’s just a 

figurehead, those other people and Congress and the Senate they’re still there. Right. And 

as I’m, um, I’m going to stay in tune with the process and I feel like I’m committed. Like, 

no, they, they have to go, they have to go. But my part is small in it, but I feel like it’s 

still, um, significant enough that I’ll, you know, join my boots with others and hopefully 

what needs to get done or what I feel needs to get done will happen. 

 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview > - § 1 reference coded [2.45% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.45% Coverage 

 

Yes, I do. I actually missed the last... It was actually a registration for voting deadline 

maybe a week ago. And that same day I was like, okay, I’m going to do it and I just 

didn’t have the time. So it’s more like self-discipline to go down there and just do the 

process because with me working down there, I’ve just seen how much time it absorbs 

and how much people get angry or upset, just dealing with so many attitudes around it. 

But I didn’t take it personally, but I mean, eventually I will take the time to participate in 

it. Yes. 

 

<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.51% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.43% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

Now going forward, I will participate in every election. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.08% Coverage 

 

Participant #22: 

Because like I said, every vote counts and my vote needs to be heard. Everybody’s vote 

needs to be heard or needs to be cast. I mean, I’ve learned that certain things with the 
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political process, you have to expect, you have to expect them to go tit for tat, back and 

forth and all that stuff. You have to expect that. So don’t get all up in arms about that, 

because that’s what they do to sway the vote. So I let it fester in places that it shouldn’t 

fester, which caused me not to vote. But going forward, I need to find a way to deflect it 

or just accept it and say, “you know what, let’s move forward. I’m still going to vote.” 

 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.48% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.48% Coverage 

 

First of all, I don’t like being upset with myself. That’s crazy. Secondly, I’m not trying to 

love another four years like the past four years, even if it is a different person. No, sir. It’s 

not going to happen. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.20% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.20% Coverage 

 

Participant #23: 

Yeah, 20. I plan to continue voting. I don’t see why not. 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

What made you vote in 2020? 

 

Participant #23: 

Honestly, get Trump out the office, man. That was it, that was my only reason. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.42% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.99% Coverage 

 

I knew I should have voted, I knew the right thing to do was to vote if we wanted to see 

change. But again, it was just, I was never really interested in politics then. Again, I was 

younger, but nowadays, of course now this election moving forward, I’m definitely in the 

election. I’ll definitely be there to vote because we can’t have this happen again. We 

can’t have this happen again, not necessarily to say that Trump is going to run again for 

presidency, but we may have another Trump out there somewhere, we don’t know. So 

I’m definitely going to keep a closer eye on things these days.  

 

Reference 2 - 6.43% Coverage 

 

I’m not going to... Okay, so I do plan to vote. Moving forward, I do plan to vote. For 

whatever reason that I can’t, which I don’t know what that... But I do plan to vote moving 

forward. Yes. I’m not going to lie. I too, leading up to the election, I too was at the point 

of, who do I... Who am I going to choose? I know I want Trump out, he’s got to go, but 
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then you start hearing things about Biden. Then they started digging up things from his 

past and making it seem that, oh, how he’s a racist or things that he may have done that 

could have raised some eyebrows in the past, or even when he was vice president. 

 

Interviewee (No name): 

So well it’s like, okay, who do you vote? And at the end of the day I voted for Biden. I’m 

like Biden could suck as a president for all we know, but I don’t think anyone can be as 

bad as Trump. Like that was my whole thing. It was just like, that was my whole thing. I 

just got to take the chance on Biden just because I know what Trump is capable of and 

it’s just not acceptable. So I was at that point, I’m just like, I’m just going to go with 

Biden. And then to know that he has a, not only a female vice-president, but an African 

American female, I said, okay, yeah. We might have got to a chance. We might have got 

to a chance. 
 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.78% Coverage 

 

I’m going to participate. My Black and male and female ancestors ain’t marched for 

nothing. That’s so important. It’s so important. I think like I owe it to them to go and 

stand in the line and just hit a couple of things and walk the hell out with a sticker. It’s 

too important. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.12% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.92% Coverage 

 

Participant #11 

Yeah, so it is fluid. So, my apprehensions are much so rooted in those factors that we 

talked about. There’s cultural, there’s political, there’s economic and all. So, I do have a 

certain apprehension with it, but I’m not completely closed off to the process of... 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Participating. 

 

Participant #11: 

Of voting and participating, yeah. So, I guess I said that because this past election did 

increase a motivation to want to participate in the future. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.20% Coverage 

 

Participant #11 

I will. I will participate more. I think that especially being in the Virgin Islands, I think it 

was because it was so small I wanted to be a part of it. 
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Matthew Simmons: 

Okay. 

  

Participant #11: 

But yeah, I see myself participating more. I also think as you get older, you engage 

politics a little bit differently. I heard this, I don’t know if it was Winston Churchill, 

somebody said a quote. It was a very interesting quote. It was like, I think if you are not a 

Democrat at the age of whatever it’s because you weren’t brave enough. 
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Theme 5: Changing Factors Lead to Changing Minds on Engagement. 

 

Category:  

 

 Subcategory:  

 
<Files\\Participant #21 > - § 1 reference coded [2.11% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.11% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Well, I’m not saying I’m a Democrat or Republican. But of course I’ll want them to sway 

to things that I agree with. Not saying me personally, Oh, if I don’t like this person, if 

they’re black or white or whatever their color may be. Well, when it comes to color, it’s 

like, okay yes, of course, I want somebody that has my same ethnicity to run the world or 

be a speaker, or have that opportunity is something that we fought for, that’s a big thing.  

 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.10% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.87% Coverage 

 

You give me somebody I want to vote for, I will vote for them. Okay. But my vote cost 

work that I want to see be done. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.23% Coverage 

 

I’m from a diverse background. Someone who has things in common with just common 

people. Um, sorry..sorry. I would love to see someone like in an ideal world, I would like 

to see with someone who came from a low class background, who didn’t come from 

families who had money, who had to work their way up from the bottom, who was 

maybe an LGBTQ person, or did not surround themselves with only white people all the 

time who understood what common life was like in America for everyone, so that they 

can make decisions based off of that. 
 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.76% Coverage 

 

I’ll participate when there’s better candidates or I learn more about them. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.62% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.62% Coverage 
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And then, you saw the attempt to do that, this... So, those things it makes you 

disillusioned to want to participate in that process. And, I do think after the storm, that 

this election really motivated a lot of people because it did motivate me a little bit to see... 

When you see a state like Georgia flip, it’s like, “Whoa, people’s voices are counting 

now?” 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 

Participant #11: 

When you see, I think it was Arizona I’m not sure. Like there’s certain states that you just 

don’t pay attention to being... Michigan, Pennsylvania. I really paid attention to what was 

going to happen with those things. 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 

Participant #11: 

The way Stacey Abrams and the way, the other brother... What’s his name? The governor 

of Florida? 

Matthew Simmons: 

Andrew Gillum. 
 

Participant #11: 

Gillum. The way they were done, it’s like... It’s like, see. 

 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 2 references coded [8.37% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.56% Coverage 

 

I mean, if I find someone whose views I line up with, then I might feel more inclined to, 

but I have to listen to the whole thing before I start to make my views, because I like to 

listen first and speak very last. I’m talking, if I can speak last on a whole thing, I’d rather 

do that. I’d like to hear it. And the person has to say what their views are, stances, what 

they hope to do for reform, not only in the social, economic, educational, but also racial 

as well. I pay attention to it. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.81% Coverage 

 

All right. That would be first of all, just this reformation, educational reformulation, and 

what they’re going to do as far as the racial disparities going on in the world. I get that 

presidents have a lot on their hands, but there’s no reason why people of color or 

minorities should have to walk out their door and look over their shoulder every so often 

to make sure they’re okay. Watching yourself, yes, you should always do that. But for 

people of minorities, my goodness, even with police, we don’t really feel safe. So 

whoever I am looking at, whoever’s campaigning, whoever’s advertising, I need to look 

at them and see what they’re going to do about it. 
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<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.76% Coverage 

 

Legit, just honesty from the candidate. I feel like the best way you as a leader is either to 

admit that you don’t know something. As a leader, if you don’t know something, you tell 

somebody, “I don’t know, but I know this person in this field, this person in this field. I 

will have a answer to you by this date. If I don’t, I will let you know the progress of this 

and get back to you.” Even recognize we had plan, we messed up. I messed up because 

this was my plan. I know it’s all a team, but as a leader you take responsibility because at 

the end of the day this was your idea. It’s not like, “I can’t get this through because this 

person’s not doing this. We can’t get this law passed because this person’s not doing 

that.” I’m not trying to hear that when there’s people who’s life is on the line. 

 

Interviewee: 

If I would’ve said that, my past job as therapist, I can’t help this person with their coping 

skills because her mom keep on whooping their ass. That’s your job. You know what I 

mean? I’m not trying to hear on both sides, “I can’t get this law passed because of X, Y, 

Z. We’re going to recess.” You’re going on recess when you’re trying to get this bill 

passed, when people are hungry. People don’t have XYZ and you’re not giving nobody 

answers. You’re just blaming somebody else. To me that’s unacceptable. So 

accountability. 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.03% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.94% Coverage 

 

I’m paranoid of using my power to elect someone that’s above me in terms of power. 

And it makes my life more difficult and jeopardizes my husband’s life or my brother’s 

life. I have a lot of nieces and a lot of nephews. So I fear, what if someone that gets 

empowered makes it harder for black people even more, make it more systematically 

corrupt. I don’t want to elect someone that’s going to add to the African oppression. I 

don’t want to add to that. So I’m often paranoid. 

Interviewee: 
 

Reference 2 - 1.09% Coverage 

 

They would have to just totally do away with this government, reconstruct it somehow. It 

would have to be a total just breakdown. I don’t think it’s possible. We’re talking years of 

corruption and it’s not just economic. A lot of it’s also spiritual, so I’m really not sure. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.12% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 2.12% Coverage 

 

I continue, in the present tense, to continue not to participate in the voting process as long 

as someone else is prescribing that reality, that has nothing to do with my people. I will 

reconsider only when my people truly choose to create the systems that reflect them and 

reflect our reality. Then, and only then would I cast my vote. If Kwame Nkrumah was the 

person in 2020, alive. He was putting together a political system as he did in Ghana, I’d 

be casting my vote. If Castro was still alive and this was 2020, and he was helping our 

people, I’d be casting my vote. If Che Guevara was there organizing my people, I’d be 

casting my vote. If these people, Malcolm X was putting together a political system that 

represented our people, I’d be casting my vote. So I’m actually not against the process, 

I’m against the people who have put it together and then put it in front of me as if this is 

for me. This is not for me. This is for you. I hope that answers your question. 
 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 3 references coded [8.89% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.97% Coverage 

 

Like I said, I wouldn’t say regrets, but I do feel ashamed. Like I said, even with Barack 

Obama, it’s not really a racist thing, even with just Democrats or somebody that’s going 

to do better for the country and our people and as a black society or black people or black 

community, I did feel some type of way. Of course I was happy, but I felt a little guilt. 

 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

Then I get what’s tied to you not being able to vote. 

 

Interviewee: 

Yeah, because I felt like maybe in that situation, my one vote could have made a 

difference. It could have made a bigger difference, even though he did win two terms, I 

would have been a part of it. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.79% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

All of those key points tie into how I feel about not taking the opportunity to vote. So it 

led to me being told as a felon, when I got out, I didn’t have the rights to vote. So it made 

me have the mindset as okay, well I don’t need to vote. If I was told that being a felon or 

being in the system provokes my rights as a human to voice my opinion, it’s a waste of 

time, but the guilt and the shame comes from like I said, ties to the people before me who 

fought for these rights to be passed. And even not just me, people like me, aren’t taking 

advantage of the privilege that we fought so hard for. 
 

Reference 3 - 3.13% Coverage 

Matthew (Interviewer): 
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So because of that pressure that everybody else did, everybody that’s voted, they was 

able to participate in the process and that you felt like you was an outlier or a quote 

unquote outsider, right? Did that make you feel that you was not part of the community? 

 

Interviewee: 

Yes. It made me find people who are looking at me like, “You don’t care what happens to 

us?” All the things that’s going on and you have a right and you don’t want to use it. You 

don’t want to put your [inaudible 00:20:11].” So it made me, it made me feel a little 

upset, but it wasn’t reasons personally why I didn’t, it was just that mindset since I was 

told it was like, it was denial. 
 

<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.75% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.75% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

Part of me feels like I missed out on the voting process. But when I look at who were the 

winners, who I would vote for, most of those, if not all of those people won. So I don’t 

feel as bad, but it’s almost like me slapping myself on the wrist saying, “you really 

should have done that because if it was down by one vote and your vote would have 

pushed the person over or that person could have lost.” Now you feel dumb. 
 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.05% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.05% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

The first time I didn’t have any feeling. I was just like, fuck it. I don’t need to. The 

second time, I was a little hesitant, but I kept laughing at myself like, bro, you do not 

need to participate in this shit. And I should have. Damn, I should have. I feel so guilty 

about that. 

 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.98% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.98% Coverage 

 

I was pissed off because I couldn’t vote for the first ... Obama’s second term, because the 

first time I couldn’t vote because I was too young, and then the second time I was upset 

about that and I just felt like ... I learned that, in that moment, a lot of people aren’t going 

to educate you that are not people of color. They’re not going to try to educate you on 

how to do things, so when 2016 came, my aunt was like, “I’m going to show you.” I was 

upset about that. I just felt that they just basically brushed us off when we wanted to ask 

for help about that, and I didn’t like that. 

 

Interviewee: 
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So I don’t regret that I didn’t vote because I was trying to, but I do regret that I didn’t 

educate myself on not being able to know enough or go to a different resource to try to 

really make it happen, you know what I mean? So yeah, I just feel like now it’s my 

business to make sure that I have godchildren and he’s 17 and he’s going to be able to 

vote soon. I want to be able to drill that into him on how you do it and have that open 

dialogue with him. 
 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 3 references coded [11.84% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.71% Coverage 

 

Well, what I’ve learned too is like state, you know, Stacy, Stacy Abrams down in 

Georgia who she, she was part of the big push. She and other on grassroots activists went 

out and sought people out who apparently politicians never even bothered with before. So 

we’ve got a, so because of that lack of contact or connection or soliciting, they didn’t 

vote. 
 

Reference 2 - 3.96% Coverage 

 

Oh, so, and people say, I don’t know, I don’t think you should wait for them to come to 

you in order to be informed. But I just say kind of like listen to, to people who, you 

know, love, who have your best interests at heart at heart. And if they vote don’t 

necessarily, I guess if you want to connect with a politician, that’s fine. But it’s kind of 

like when you ask a family or friend for a referral for a service or something or a medical 

provider, talk to the people, you know, see what they are talking about, engage with the 

people who, you know, it’s nice if these politicians or their surrogates come out and 

connect, but being in a big city, I don’t think I’ve ever gotten other than like a mailer, but 

talk a little bit, engage with conversations with the people, you know, and that’s how you 

find out things. 
 

Reference 3 - 6.17% Coverage 

 

And also I strongly recommend a Committee of 70 all the time, but I generally am 

speaking with people who vote, but just to find out what’s going on, when people say, I 

don’t know what’s going on. Cause that was my, I’m sorry, I’m going back a little bit. 

That was my excuse to, I don’t even know who these people are. I don’t know what they 

stand for. It doesn’t have to be in Philly as a Committee of 70 who you can do a quick 

service or near site and get at least some overall ideas about what’s going on. I don’t 

know if that’s a bit something similar as available around the country, but if not either 

find a, a trusted source to tell you what’s going on with these people before you vote or 

engage with your inner circle, the people you know, who care about you, who have your 

best interests at heart and find out what they’re thinking, what they’re talking about, what 

their opinions are. And then maybe that’s a, um, that’s a lead, uh, uh, a way to, um, 

connect to the process and then vote, you know, talk about it all you want. You’re going 
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to have to, um, listen to the, the talking head, but find some interpersonal way to get 

information about what’s going on and what people’s attitudes and opinions are. And 

then essential is, you know, after all of that: vote. 

 

<Files\\Participant #21 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.47% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.48% Coverage 

 

When I worked at the voting system down at City Hall, when the presidential voting was 

going on, a lot of people were coming in registering, voting and I had a coworker who 

asked, well they said, “Are you voting?” And I was like, “No, I hadn’t registered.” And 

she might’ve felt some type of way, it wasn’t personal, but she was like, “Well, you 

should vote. You should take the time to register.” And then that’s how I started 

understanding that felons actually do have the right to vote. So with that conversation, I 

was enlightened to know from a different point of view and it did change my mind in a 

way that maybe I should vote because now I do have the right, but I mean, people really 

don’t get too offended, but they do always recommend that I should vote. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.00% Coverage 

 

No, as the system, I mean, I’ve seen small changes. I try not to watch the news as much, 

but as COVID started happening in politics, as me getting older and trying to just 

understand how the way the world works, even though a lot of things are misconstrued 

and a lot of things aren’t really told to us the way they really are, it just is mind boggling. 

So I’ve tried to like pick at it and understand the truth so I can play my part right. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.73% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.73% Coverage 

 

But over the years and as I’ve gotten older and just having friends from all different 

walks of life, at some point, it’s just like I can’t avoid politics anymore. 

Interviewee (No name): 

You’re going to hear it. It no matter which way it’s coming from. Of course, so we’re 

older now, it’s things that affect our livelihood on a day to day basis or even in the near 

future. It could be our kid’s future, whatever. It all plays the part in there, so of course at 

this day and age, you do kind of... Even if it is something that you don’t want to get too in 

depth with, like you should at least have a basic understanding. You know what I’m 

saying? So I guess I kind of felt like I should at least have a basic understanding of 

politics. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.12% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.19% Coverage 
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Interviewee: 

Yeah. As you get older, you like, “I’ve got to save my assets.” [inaudible 00:25:43]. And, 

I think as you get older, you want to participate more. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

Even like local and things of that nature. So, there’s more of an involvement. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.93% Coverage 

I think another part... And, I wouldn’t be surprised if another part was because of the fact 

that I move. So, I was in new Orleans for four years, so lack of certain connection. But 

like I said, so if it wasn’t for Obama, I probably wouldn’t even have did, but [inaudible 

00:26:32]. Here I was only here for a certain amount of time. Yeah, I do think that the 

movement gives you a certain connection to the land or disconnection to the land. If I 

was born and raised in the state of New York, maybe I would think differently. No, not 

like... So, that’s just me. I don’t know. But, I do think, as I get older, I think it’s important 

to at least attempt to throw your hat in the ring or make a ring, go ahead into or do 

something. 

 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 2 references coded [8.47% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.53% Coverage 

 

‘16 Was Donald Trump’s first presidency, first election. Bro, I knew his ass was not 

getting ready to win. I would have bet money that he would not win, and I would have 

lost that money. That’s why I didn’t vote for him, or didn’t participate. 

Interviewee: 

I was just like, he’s not even a politician. I already know he don’t really got money like 

that. I already he’s a bad fucking businessman, because of what he did in New Jersey. I 

already know. I just knew he was not going to win. They’re not going to let this happen. 

And, bro, I woke up the next day and I was throwing up. I can’t take this shit. And then 

we found out what he was going to do, and how he was going to act. And that is why I 

vote because that contradiction right there was not one that anybody needed to see, the 

contradiction of my own words, I mean. Nobody needed to witness what just happened in 

the last four years. That was not necessary for anybody’s life. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.94% Coverage 

 

He’s (Trump) not a politician. He’s overtly everything bad. He does not embody anything 

good that you would want to be the face of anything. I just imagined I couldn’t see that 
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happening, and it did because the people wanted something different. That shot was 

payback for Obama. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 2 references coded [8.52% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.96% Coverage 

 

It does. It does. And again, something that I was so uneducated to up until this, Trump 

being in office, opened my eyes and I’m sure many others, but opened my eyes in so 

many ways. You know what I’m saying? I mean, granted, you’re the president of the 

country. I know you have power. I always knew the president has a... But it wasn’t until, 

I’m telling you, Trump being... I’m just like, he really opened my eyes to a whole lot. To 

have that much power and to still pretty much say, because he did in so many ways, 

screw the American citizens, that’s how I felt. People out here without jobs, people out 

here fighting or even killing just to make ends meet. Riots, burning... Oh, everything. 

Yeah. The economy was definitely in an uproar. It was. It was. All behind one man’s 

power. 

 

Reference 2 - 4.56% Coverage 

 

Oh. To be honest, I can’t remember as far as back as the last election, but going off this 

election, I would have to say no, only because it was like dire need. Like when I tell you 

I’d never seen so many people go out and vote, like everyone was out there to vote. It 

was just like, we cannot. We is decided, we can’t let Trump serve another term. I think at 

that point it was like, I never felt like our state come together. So ranted, when they go 

into war and then whatever, I’m not here to see all that unless I’m really looking deep 

into whatever, but the election, no matter which way you turn, you seeing something. 

Whether it be on TV, a computer, or your phone, whatever. I’m getting a text every five 

minutes, an email, everything. But no, I think everyone made sure, it was like everyone’s 

business to be out there and vote. Although I do know for a fact, neither one of my 

brothers voted... 
 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.49% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.49% Coverage 

 

Voicemails [crosstalk 00:21:01] thought that we was in a relationship. I never had so 

many damn calls [crosstalk 00:21:05] ... I was like, “Who is these people sending me 

[crosstalk 00:21:09] ...” I got random letters with my whole name on it. I said, “Who in 

the hell?” [crosstalk 00:21:14] Fucking voting at the polls. I said, “Oh hell no.” But 

Obama ran for the second term, they didn’t have that. They had a little bit but this wasn’t 

this deep. 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Interviewee: 

Listen, Trump had to go. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.82% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.45% Coverage 

 

And then, you saw the attempt to do that, this... So, those things it makes you 

disillusioned to want to participate in that process. And, I do think after the storm, that 

this election really motivated a lot of people because it did motivate me a little bit to see... 

When you see a state like Georgia flip, it’s like, “Whoa, people’s voices are counting 

now?” 
 

Reference 2 - 1.37% Coverage 

 

I was disillusioned with the candidates as a whole, but I definitely looked at it like it was 

a joke. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

I was very strong like I don’t even think I followed it. I remember going to sleep and I 

was like, “Yeah, let me go to sleep.” And then, when I woke up I was like, “Whoa.” That 

and... 
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Theme 6: Maroon Networks Exist But Lack Broad Coordination. 

 

Category:  

 

 Subcategory:  

 
<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 3 references coded [5.99% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.75% Coverage 

 

Participant #9: 

Most of them didn’t want to get into the conversation, so they just rolled their eyes, like 

shut the fuck up. They were upset because there was so many people like me that didn’t 

participate, and that’s why we had the outcome that we had. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.35% Coverage 

 

Eye rolling, conversations cut short, that particular conversation cut short. A couple of 

people asked why, but for the most part, people were not happy to hear that I didn’t vote. 
 

Reference 3 - 2.88% Coverage 

 

Yeah, it does, actually. I was going to say no, but it does come up because the people that 

asked me why, some of them said, well, what’s going to happen to black people now that 

this guy’s in office, because you didn’t vote? And it was more them telling me to wake 

up. You can’t just let it slide because you think it’s going to go one way, bro. Go 

participate and make it go the way it needs to go. 
 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.37% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.37% Coverage 

 

Participant #18: 

It’s usually silence. 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Hm. 

 

Participant #18: 

No one usually says much of anything, because they don’t know what to say, because 

they’re not making informed decisions, because I’m taking the stance. You know what I 

mean? It’s like, you’re going with the norm, and me going against. I’m going against the 

norm. And so, you don’t probably have a reason why you’re doing that anyway, or why 

you’re going along, other than what you were sold and told. And so, you don’t really 

want to argue. You don’t fight me about it, because you don’t really have no real 
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weaponry other than the... regurgitating the same things that you’ve heard before and 

what you’ve been sold to you. 

 

And then usually, it’s just a cycle. Because you don’t really have any depth. You just say 

the same thing on a surface level. You don’t tend to explain yourself. You just literally 

say the same thing over and over again. And so, you don’t know what to say. I don’t have 

any real reason why I do, other than I was told to. So I’m assuming that the fact that you 

don’t, or you feel differently is because you know more than me. And because I don’t 

know any more, I don’t want to say anything else. So usually, it’s a stop. Not a real depth 

conversation. 

 

Comments? You might get a little fight. You might get a little bit of, well how do you 

expect things to change? And that’s the problem with Black people, and whatever. But 

it’s nothing more than just cliches, things that people say. They don’t really have any 

reason why they think that. So, no. There’s no real particular depth about it. Nothing real. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.76% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.88% Coverage 

 

Yeah. I’ve never... In the past, if I didn’t vote for certain elections, I never kept it a secret 

now, granted, I knew the backlash I would probably have to face to not voting 
 

Reference 2 - 1.88% Coverage 

 

It’s always the cliche comment of, oh, well, how do you expect change when you weren’t 

a part of us able to make change, or don’t complain about it now when you had the 

opportunity to make change. It’s always written back to, you had the opportunity to 

potentially change this and you didn’t take that opportunity, so therefore you should not 

have an opinion. Pretty much. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.31% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.31% Coverage 

 

Some have a ‘it’s your fault’ kind of response, you know? 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Participant #11: 

And, I’m like, “Alright.” I lived in Michigan at the time. 

Matthew Simmons: 

Okay. 

Participant #11: 
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And, I was a firm believer in the ridiculousness of him being a candidate that, that would 

never happen actually. 
 

<Files\\Participant # 20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.49% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.49% Coverage 

 

So I feel that that’s another reason why there is a wedge on why people don’t vote 

because it goes back and forth. But that’s also a tactic, that’s also a symptom of 

oppression, of slavery and stuff like that, black people being against each other. It’s like 

the light skin versus dark skin thing. But just in terms of economics, like who is in the 

house, who’s in the field? That’s another reason why I don’t like to vote, because I feel as 

though it only adds to that issue in the black community. So I don’t know. I feel as 

though I’ll vote when the right person comes along, but until then, I’m not casting it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.18% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.18% Coverage 

 

I mean, it’s nothing, it’s never hostile. It’s just basically what I touched on. Your 

ancestors, they didn’t have this privilege, you should take full advantage of it. Just like 

that. There was just stuff like that. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.35% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.35% Coverage 

 

Of course! Of course. My not voting is why your children is bad at schools. That’s why 

your rose is dead. That’s why police is killing Black people. It’s because I did not go and 

stand on that street, and click a button in that office. That’s why, and it’s because me and 

my 10 friends didn’t go, and that’s why this still happening. So yeah. There’s definitely 

challenge in that ways, that’s I’m anti-Black, or I don’t care about the Black community, 

because I’m not out here rallying people up to vote. Or I’m not going. Yeah, you don’t... 

that’s what’s wrong, and that’s why we don’t have nothing. And oh, we missed the last 

vote by. If only 9000. 90 people. 
 

You shouldn’t have to vote on these things. You shouldn’t have to be down to an election 

between why. You know what I mean? Good schools and shit like that. That shouldn’t be 

up for vote. What does that? 
 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.36% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.36% Coverage 
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Yeah. I mean, yeah. It’s always the one old head that’s always like, “We had to do this 

for y’all to vote.” And that whole spiel but ... yeah. Your vote didn’t matter even when 

we got the chance. We didn’t put nobody in the office. Once we got the chance to vote it 

wasn’t like they wasn’t throwing our votes away. You know what I mean? It’s like, you 

still had to put it on your voter ticket back then if you were black. So they know which 

ones to target like ... yeah. We’re going to throw these ones away. It doesn’t matter. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.57% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.57% Coverage 

 

Participant #7: 

Most people make informant type comments, black people have this thing where we like 

to dry snitch or try to informing people. So right away, they’d be like “Oh, you about to 

get guns and shoot things.” 
 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Participant #7: 

They go to the extreme. Most people take it to the extreme, like “Oh, you think you’re 

going to get guns and shoot people up and stuff like-” No, that’s not what I’m arguing. 

Nothing about what I stated should even help you get there. But I understand why you’re 

there, because it’s a fear tactic. It’s a coping mechanism. So you get that, you get the 

extreme. And then you get the others who the more I would call the pragmatic, 

conservative, older, wiser audience that profess to be radical or profess to be nationalists. 
 

But behind closed doors, they’re really like Democrats and Dashikis. 
 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 3 references coded [5.30% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.71% Coverage 

 

I wear the mask of Oya, I like to say, to get where I need to get to make true effective 

change. And I also make that conscious decision of not telling people my voting stance, 

because people are so entrenched in this idea that, “Oh, you’re doing a disservice,” or 

“People were lynched for voting.” I said the hell with that. The thing, the reason why 

they died was the corrupt system. Why should they have had to be put in a position to 

vote for their freedom in the first place? That’s my rebuttal. But when you’re looking 

dealing with people in terms of loss and power, you can’t disclose that. So you have to 

get to a space just like our ancestors did, such as the field slaves, who had to cloak 

themselves with the house slave to get closer to burn the bitch down, excuse my French. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.87% Coverage 
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Oh absolutely, oh my good... Look at Joe Biden, Joe Biden did it for everybody. “You are 

not black if you did not vote for me,” that was it, that’s a prime example. 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

And that fall out was funny because I said, “This white man is right here just telling them 

how black people should operate and he’s getting a pass on it.” 

Participant #14: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

Right? So yeah, mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Participant #14: 

Yeah, exactly. But to me, that was a pivotal example on a very macro level of how your 

Africanity comes to the question when you dare to go against the standard or someone 

else’s standard that’s been set for a group of people. So, to answer you directly, your 

question, yes, I’ve seen other black people’s blackness called into question when they 

vocalize not voting. Absolutely. This bad. 
 

Reference 3 - 1.71% Coverage 

 

Specifically, I’ve noticed this trend of social media, people will peruse your Facebook, 

your Twitter and once they figure out you’re not in alignment with voting and stuff like 

that, then it’s like they’re all forming these secret alliances against you. And they all 

begin to just put roadblocks in front of you. Like I said, “Oh, you’re not really black. 

He’s not really black because he’s not voting and I’m not hanging out with him.” So as 

far as, “Oh yeah, don’t date that dude. He a sell-out. He is not no real black man. Don’t 

date him.” Even in the dating realm, I’ve seen it play out, Oh my God, you have to be 

really careful when you say that, you will be labeled a sell-out if your blackness equates 

to being someone if you don’t vote. To answer you directly, in my experience. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.03% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.03% Coverage 

 

It depends. For my mom, no: I don’t feel like hearing her mouth. For anybody else I go 

off of, are you educated enough to actually have a conversation why I didn’t want to vote, 

and it’s not you going to say, “Vote or die. You’re suppressing your own vote. Your 

ancestors went through all this for you to vote.” I get all of that. I’m talking about on a 

moral decision. Can you talk to me on this level?  

 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.20% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.20% Coverage 

 

Yes, I did. Yes, I did. And I get a lot of criticism. People say, “Oh man, our people died 

and fought and etc.” And I say, “I know, I fought in Vietnam. I fought in the jungles of 

Vietnam. I come back, my people were still getting killed in 1968.” Look it up, in 1968 
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they hung a Vietnam veteran brother when his uniform on. 1968, that was the last 

lynching. 
 

So we go and fight for this country, our human rights are being violated. So that’s how I 

look at it. They’re just using our vote and then they just pop off. “Oh, vote for the 

Democrats, they’re going to do this.” Okay. What have they done? They haven’t had no 

hearings or anything. What I see is the incarcerations, imprisonment, homelessness, etc. 

 

Reference 2 - 5.00% Coverage 

 

Oh yes. They say that, “Ah, you’re not African. Africa don’t want you, blah, blah, blah. 

But I tell them, “If you read your history, you won’t say nothing like that.” I always tell 

them read Malcolm X’s speech. Like Malcolm said if you hate yourself, then you hate 

your culture, your roots, who you are. And like I tell people, you can’t have two mothers. 

And what mother do you want? You want a mother who going to take care of you with 

riches, make sure you go to school, trade? Or you want a mother’s going to incarcerate 

you, kill you and embalm, so what mother you want? 
 

I say, “I’ll take the African mother because without that cell phone, Africa gave you their 

cell phone. Anything to take knowledge you gave brother, Africa gave you that cell 

phone, all the inventions. African people do the inventions for the country and we don’t 

get nothing (inaudible). 

 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.69% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Because I was asked why I wasn’t voting and stuff like that. And I said, I felt as though I 

didn’t feel comfortable voting because I felt as though people were coming at me very 

aggressive, like, “You need to vote, you have to vote.” I’m like, “No, I don’t have to 

vote.” The same reason I gave you as to why I didn’t vote, is the same reason I gave 

them. Our ancestors were literally tricked into that. They didn’t give a damn about them, 

just like they don’t give a damn about black people now. I’m not going to cast a vote on a 

rapist and/or a criminal. I’m not going to choose between the two. I’m not going to 

choose between two evils. I’m not choosing at all. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [7.49% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.56% Coverage 

 

I’ve had people bad mouth other people to me about people who don’t vote, so I hope 

that I can... Okay, I’ve been in situations where other people, I’m talking to my family, 

my friends, I mean, they just bad mouth. I had actually two or three other... My best 
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friend doesn’t vote either, but she’s the same one. She don’t say, we talk about this all the 

time. And my family and people around me, my friends, they’re like, “Oh, I can’t believe 

so and so, they don’t vote.” And girls, you see this on Facebook and Twitter. What’s with 

these people, and they just really bad mouth other people who choose not to vote. And 

there’s another example I wanted to give, I have the poster from... I’m going to take a 

picture of it and send it to you, you can use this in your research. 

 

So in the mail, I got this goddamn thing from the democratic party, and it said on here 

and I quote it had a Black woman on there, and it said, “Before, you sat back and you did 

not vote. And you had a decision to make a difference. Now it’s your time to make up for 

that screw up,” basically, “and for you to vote right now.” I was standing looking at this 

goddamn postcard, I lost my mind. And I was screaming at that picture, like “You son of 

a B,” fuck you, but it just to me revealed how deep the hand of the claw goes. And that if 

you’re not careful, people will really hurt you. They will put you in a box, you’re 

relegated and pushed off as being something other. You’re an extremist, and so then once 

people put you in a box, then they they’re able to cut you down and say cut you off at the 

knee and you have no power and social spheres and circles. 
 

Reference 2 - 3.94% Coverage 

And you can’t have that when you are trying to make a difference, you have to be very 

strategic. In the present tense, if you want to be able to navigate and move and make a 

true difference, you have to move like the enemy do. I’m going to leave it as that, okay? 

I’m going to leave it as that. So that’s pretty much why I do what I do. And yes, I’ve had 

people say things like you’re a sellout, you’re the reason why, you might as well have 

lynched our people anyway if you don’t vote, I’m not being friends with no more. So you 

face the following if you don’t vote, if you’re vocal about not voting, you face social 

exile. You face possible economic disruption. There’s example, I was working 

somewhere and this young Black man, he was saying, “Oh, I’m against Hillary Clinton.” 

I will never forget this. 

 

I didn’t say nothing, and I was standing there at the copy machines at my old job. And at 

the time the boss and the assistant directors, they were like, “Yeah, we going to get rid of 

him because he talking about some VP that gives him, because we can’t have nobody like 

that here.” Now, mind you, this is an all Black staff. They conspired against this man and 

got him fired. So I have seen the fallout for people saying the wrong thing around the 

wrong people. There’s one of my favorite books 48 Laws of Power. It talks about again, 

tactics that people use and that is part of the reason why I choose to operate and move the 

way that I do. I really do because people will hurt you. They will cut you in ways that... 

And it’s sad, people just don’t know people. And part the fact I’m a psychoanalyst, that’ll 

help. And I’m a Gemini, that’ll help. I just know. I know how people can be, so that’s 

why I stay to myself. I’m in my own little world til the right opportune moment, and then 

I got to strike. 
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.76% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 3.76% Coverage 

Then I noticed when I came here and people were in my face about voting, getting in my 

face telling me to vote and have you voted and what I need to do and how they were 

going to even take my ass somewhere to vote. I was so offended that they felt that they 

should have that kind of force with getting me to exercise my right to vote when I’ve 

already decided not to. They didn’t ask me why or anything. They got angry with me and 

started cursing me out, but the thing is they’re not educated enough to know that their 

vote doesn’t even make a difference. They think it does. 

 

Interviewee: 

Just like I’m a phlebotomist, and then people tell me, “Oh, well I’m going to go donate 

blood.” I go, “Why?” “Oh, because it’s a good cause.” I said, “Really. Do you know what 

they use the blood for?” “No.” “So why should you give them your blood?” “Um, I 

assume ...” “You assume? You assume that they’re going to what with it? First tell me 

that.” They have no clue. They don’t know what they’re going to do with the blood. They 

don’t know why they’re asking for it. They don’t know what happens to it, but they’re 

willing to give them a pint of their blood without knowing why, and they think it’s a good 

thing because somebody told them it was a good thing. I says, “Okay.” 

 

Interviewee: 

I used to work for them, and I’m telling you need to investigate that. Find out what 

they’re doing with your blood and whether or not it’s a good thing that they even ask you 

to give it to them under the circumstances. The same thing with voting. You don’t know, 

but you’re in my face about how it’s a good thing to do. Okay, peace. Peace. 

 

<Files\\Participant #21> - § 2 references coded [3.78% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.70% Coverage 

 

Yes. When people say I voted and stuff, of course I feel personally upset because I didn’t 

actually take the time when I should have, to do it. I mean, I’m aware now. I used to look 

at it as just one vote, it’s not really going to make a difference, maybe it really won’t 

count who knows how that would go. But other than that, that’s reasons why I haven’t 

voted in the past. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.07% Coverage 

 

Well, first I say I should, especially with things that’s going on now, I think that my voice 

or opinion on my vote would matter. They don’t get too upset, but I mean, I do feel 

bothered when I do have to tell them that no I’m not registered. No, I haven’t voted, I feel 

personally offended, but I mean, they don’t really look at me as an outsider or a platform, 

but they do recommend me, or they do try to push me to register to vote and voice my 

opinion. 
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<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.56% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.23% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

Well, for the most part, they got on me about not voting because they say every vote 

counts. And I always shot back with, “one vote, doesn’t count.” But I’m smart enough to 

know that collectively one vote to nine votes, equal 10 votes. So that’s just me shooting 

back a little fast at them, but I know better, much better than to not vote. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.33% Coverage 

 

Well, once I tell them why I didn’t vote, they’re like, “well, that’s your prerogative.” No 

one came down hard on me or anything like that. Well, actually my mother said, “you 

better vote in the next election.” 
 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.69% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

So I get positive and I get negative. “Oh, still vote because every vote count,” but every 

vote don’t count. 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.31% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.31% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

That I’m ignorant or that I’m just not aware of things or that I’m rude or I’m fake woke, 

and stuff like that. That I’m anti-white, that I’m racist. That I’m anti-government, stuff 

like that. The whole menace to society, comments like that. Or some people just agree to 

disagree, but mostly negative responses to it. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.00% Coverage 

 

They’ll say, “Well, you don’t vote because you’re black, you’re lazy,” or other black 

people that think that just because they’re considered middle class or upper class, they’ll 

look at my social status, or not social status, they’ll look at, “Oh, well, you’re young, 

dumb, ignorant. You don’t know any better. You’re still a dreamer at your age.” Typical, 

young black women thinking that they know things. Also older black people, they 

assume that because I’m black and in college and I’m a feminist, so that’s why I don’t 

vote and stuff like that, which doesn’t make sense to me. But yeah, race does go into 
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why. And also, once again, I just don’t feel as though that most white people have the 

best interest for black people out anyway. So I would say so. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.29% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.29% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 

Nah, not my blackness. People can question my blackness. They rarely try. My sanity, 

my level of intelligence is questioned. You know what I mean? Especially the people 

who question it the most and probably in the most condescending way are the people 

who’ve like, “Who drank the Kool-Aid?” Meaning they adamantly believe what we’ve 

been taught in the third grade about the three segments of government. They can repeat it 

all to you like it should make sense. And it’s like “Wow, you really see things at just face 

level, no deeper than that. No context, you don’t pay attention to any of the 

contradictions.” So those people are the worst, because they speak to you like you’re an 

idiot, but for me it’s like I don’t even engage those types of people because it’s kind of a 

waste of my time. 

 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 3 references coded [6.11% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.19% Coverage 

 

The negative experiences, mostly from older black people. One in particular was an 

attorney in Philadelphia. He was really pushing back. He was saying, man, this was 

crazy. This is being recorded, this is already out there, people already know about it 

anyway. So it’s all on the internet, you could probably look it up. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.40% Coverage 

 

He called me an agent, provocateur, saying I was provoking black people to engage in 

armed struggle, which I feel like is not necessarily a bad thing, which he was trying to 

say. I feel like that’s something that’s a part of our culture and something that’s in our 

tradition too. I don’t know why people like to overlook that. 

 

That’s not what I was even doing. He started talking about Malcolm X and saying ... He 

was talking about the ballad of the bullet and saying Malcolm wouldn’t have agreed with 

me. Which I feel like is not exactly on point. But this is what he saying. I was just, yeah, 

it was just crazy. 

 

Reference 3 - 2.52% Coverage 

Yeah. A lot of negative feedback. It was a lot of negative feedback. But mostly from 

older, a lot of the negative feedback. It was some from younger black people, but it was 
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mostly from older black people. I feel like a lot of the harsher negative feedback and 

really pushing back on what I was trying to say. 

 

Interviewee #1: 

Saying that we need to vote. They was talking about when I get older, I’ll start to 

understand, when I start to own property and stuff like that. I want to protect my property 

and stuff like that. I was just ... It was a lot of stuff like that. When you have something to 

live for or whatever, then you’ll start to vote. I don’t know. 
 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.70% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.57% Coverage 

I mean, the standard gasps. They’re like, “Why don’t you vote? Your vote matters.” The 

standard stuff. 

Matthew (Interviewer): 

Have any of those reactions been positive or negative? 

 

Interviewee: 

Yeah and I say mainly from the younger generation. Positive from the younger 

generation. 
 

Reference 2 - 3.13% Coverage 

They’re like, “Fuck these niggers.” It’s the younger, they’re like, “Fuck these niggers. 

That shit ain’t helping us at this time. We got to handle shit now. We got to handle shit in 

the situation right now. These rich mothers, they don’t care about us.” They like, “They 

steady (continuously) arguing over the stimulus” I’ve done the research. 

 

Interviewee: 

All right, okay. I read articles. Tell me how much they made arguing us to give us our 

little $1200. How much they made a day. Come on, man, they don’t care about us. That’s 

pocket change to them. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.37% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.37% Coverage 

It’s more or less from the older generation who do vote this appointment, but also I feel 

it’s the disappointment because that’s what they are told that’s what you’re supposed to 

do. They’re not really figuring out why a person don’t want to vote. They automatically 

allude it to ignorance and ignorance may be a factor, but the best way to override 

ignorance, I think is through teaching. You can’t expectedly teach me to dissuade my 

opinion. You’re not doing a good job. 

 

 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 2 references coded [10.49% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 4.55% Coverage 

 

Yes. Yes. A big issue with the black community is that if you don’t believe what the 

black community believes then you must not be with them. It’s a horrible, horrible way to 

do things but the black community is just chuck full of antiequal ideologies that are all 

built from trauma. Nobody would believe us so we had to band together, we had to just 

sit there and dig in, we had to believe the same thing, we had to have the same message, 

we had to rally behind the same leader. No matter if they were problematic or not, so now 

that we’re no longer fighting for civil rights we haven’t moved away from that ideology. 

So yes, please. So now that I’m talking about a president being problematic his black, so 

automatically he’s older. 
 

Reference 2 - 5.95% Coverage 

 

Exactly. I have some negative feelings about Martin Luther King, but I can’t say those to 

anybody because he’s he’s been put on the pedestal in America. Not a lot of people are 

willing to talk about the fact that Martin Luther King probably got so many black people 

killed, so many black people killed over his things. They’re not ready to talk about the 

fact that there has been no revolution that was successful without bloodshed on both 

sides. They are not ready to talk about the fact that we are still oppressed, we’re still a 

secondary member of this country. Dr. King didn’t... he wasn’t successful in what he 

wanted he made strides yes but he wasn’t the person you should look to when it comes to 

reform and the people that you should look to are rotting in the history books as mass 

murderers, as radicals, those are people you should actually look to because no changes 

made until people feel threatened to me but that’s a whole another conversation. 

 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.35% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.35% Coverage 

 

No, no. The only time race had anything to do with voting was when Obama was running 

for president. You know that. The only time people talked about race and voting was 

right then. A black man is running for president, but the interesting thing is that I was 

like, “I don’t think he’s black.” I’d say, “He look black, but he’s not black. His mother is 

white.” “But his father’s black.” I said, “It doesn’t matter. He don’t live with his father. 

He probably don’t even know his father. He know his mother and his grandmother and 

his grandfather, and all of them are white. So therefore, that child grew up as a white 

child in a black body. He thinks like a white man.” “No, no, no.” “Yes, yes, yes, yes.” 

“Yes. Yes, he does. I don’t care how hard he tried to change it. He’s always going to be 

white. He was in that white womb for nine months, and he was nowhere else. That’s how 

he got here. That’s a white womb man. I’m going to vote for him anyway, but not 

because he black.” Only because I really wanted him to win. 
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<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.74% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.74% Coverage 

 

I have met so many people that are within the same mindset of me but we do not build 

the community because we are disenfranchised within the black community. We can’t get 

together because the black community will turn us away. It is so wrong to not vote in the 

black community, it is so wrong at any tax bracket in the black community it is wrong to 

not vote. No matter if you’re making $20,000 a year or $20 million a year it is so wrong. 

Even black Republicans still hold on to the voting concept like its religion, it’s wild. But 

yes, I have met plenty of other people but they’re all alternative blacks they’re all... They 

see themselves as the black sheep of their society. 

 

Interviewee: 

They don’t want to band together they want to be by themselves with their own thoughts, 

their own unique viewpoints on life and they don’t want to band together, they don’t want 

to come together and be like hey you know your votes means nothing in the presidential 

race right? They don’t want to do that they just want to be to themselves and have peace 

so that’s probably why they don’t blend. 
 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.14% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.14% Coverage 

Interviewee: 

So I feel like most of the black people that come at other black people for not voting, it 

goes back and forth. And I just feel like religion has a big thing to do with it. And like 

Malcolm X said, “If your religion stops you from black liberation or...” “If your way of 

life stops you from black...” I forgot what he said what he said. What is it? Oh my God. 

What is it called? Oh my God. It’s right on the tip of my tongue. He said we should be 

focused on black unity and stuff like that. But he used a specific term for it. 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.97% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.97% Coverage 

 

So the only way to do that is to share information. But again like I told you, voting in the 

black community is a religion. Jokingly a couple of years ago, I tweeted out an image of 

somebody taking communion, and I wrote like “And with his vote, I partake in the body 

of Martin Luther King” Because this is how we operate. So to tell somebody that you’re 

not going to do it, it’s like man, you’re speaking blasphemous, you’re really like a heretic 

and heretics get burnt at the stake. 
 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.77% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 4.77% Coverage 

 

Really the main way is just saying we’ve always been voting, so we just gotta keep on 

voting. Really just saying be patient, revolution is not the answer. Just people in that tone, 

that type of feedback. You’re doing ... You just gotta wait, you gotta vote em out. You 

gotta vote to make change, you gotta elect people. I just feel like there’s a real big love 

for electoral politics in itself and representative democracy. 

 

I just feel like a lot of people just ... They not open to other forms of government or 

politics that could possible work. I don’t know. They just feel like because the system is 

one way, that’s just the only way that is has to be. That’s just the way it is. Yeah, it was 

mostly feedback like that. Definitely questioning my blackness and my commitment to 

the struggle, I guess. Whether or not ... They was saying you gotta go call your senators, 

you don’t even do that. Go call your representatives. 

 

Just saying I’m not doing my part because I didn’t go vote. So because I didn’t I need to 

go ... I don’t know. Just saying I’m not. Stuff like that. I need to go call my senators and 

write a letter to the governor. Stuff like that. If I feel like the system is wrong, then I need 

to write a letter or call somebody about it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.86% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.86% Coverage 

Participant #7: 

They’ll hit you with the “Hey, change is gradual. We need the vote. Our economics are 

tied to this system. We have to participate.” So they’ll more so give you the disappointed 

or they’ll give you the “You don’t know enough, that’s why you’re taking this position.” 

But for me, when I hear people talk like that, it’s really just a mask for cowardice. 

Because they’re not comfortable with the conclusions you reached. So they like to 

essentially write you off as someone who is an heir, who’s taking an approach that is not 

tenable or practicable. You’re not a reasonable person, you’re looking for some type of 

utopia or something like that. Look for reasons to basically write you off. 
 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.20% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.20% Coverage 

 

Let me see. Do I, um, so I know plenty of people who haven’t voted, but I don’t guess I 

don’t like we don’t sit down and have a conversation about it. I also feel like I know a lot 

of why, because I feel like that’s their decision and that’s my decision, but like, I’m not 

going to tell anyone how I feel that they should vote. I’m not going to tell anyone why. I 

think their favorite color should be what I think their religion should be. Like, that’s 

something you decide for yourself. And I think it’s unfair to have someone in your circle, 

push their ideas on you. 
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<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.16% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.16% Coverage 

 

No. I don’t think it’s a coalition. I really feel like voting is it come with being American, 

and I mean that in the best and the worst way as possible. Being American is not caring 

on both sides. Because you look at the American Revolution War. They didn’t care about 

Britain. When you look at the civil war, the South didn’t care about some slaves. When 

we look at the slaves who fought with the war, they didn’t care about I still might be a 

slave if I lose this war. It’s the not caring attitude. You have that choice. 

 

Interviewee: 

I really like that for being American, but I don’t go out looking for, “Did you vote? I can 

only hang out with...” No. I understand why politics are headend because we only getting 

two options. You’re not getting a whole person. A person might vote Republican, a black 

Republican. You don’t know why they might vote Republican. If it’s legit so they can get 

better tax rate, who am I to take money from that man’s purse? You know what I mean? I 

may not agree with it, but as far as trying to break down and divide, you really can’t get a 

full picture. So that’s why I wasn’t going out looking for I only hang out with people who 

don’t vote. I feel like you’re limiting yourself to a vote. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.79% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.79% Coverage 

 

So I would say as I transitioned more so. So prior to, well just in dating myself, I have 

done a number of presentations on social, political issues through the US Social Forum. 

So I have traveled and had those types of conversations. So pretty much, that was the idea 

of my circle, right, was people who are moving in that way. And have those 

conversations, who are moved quite away. I guess it was the leftists or whatever, that 

have moved quite away from just Democrat and Republican. Who have the idea of more 

extreme ways of viewing America and what needs to happen. 

 

So, I will say yes. In that way of not so much voting. But it’s still people that vote. They 

just want to vote in their way. So it’s not so much removed, but in me doing that, and 

then as I’ve transitioned now. Now, I’m not too keen on caring about who or what. Or, I 

don’t vote y’all, or y’all rock like that. Or blah, blah, blah, whatever. 

 

It’s smoke and mirrors. It’s just another way to add forks in the road that don’t even need 

to be there as far as I’m concerned. 

 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 5 references coded [17.18% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 4.15% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 

So in that regard, yeah everything is about power. Power is a team sport. So you got to 

find people who are like-minded and find a way to build with them. Right? I mean if you 

look at slavery, right. Because I still use the plantation model, today is a plantation. So 

essentially, we are establishing maroon networks or liberated zones, whatever you want 

to call, outside of the status quo, right? So when you do that, that’s not something you 

can do as an individual. You have to establish that with people who are like-minded and 

then find ways to grow it by bringing other people in, right. 

 

So we’re using this analogy, the people that I deal with, we refer to it as like building a 

campfire, whether it be a propaganda project or whatever we do, we’re putting another 

log on the fire, so more and more people who are like-minded can start to see the flame 

and can come and build with us, right. During slavery, the slave catchers knew where the 

maroon settlements were. They wouldn’t dare go there. 

 

Reference 2 - 3.17% Coverage 

Interviewee #7: 

If it wasn’t advantageous. And some cases it was dangerous to go there, but they knew 

they existed. But also the black people knew they existed, right. So they like to tell us all 

the time this story about many of us fleeing North. Well, a lot of us fled South. A lot of 

us fled down to Florida, Seminoles, right? A lot of us... It depends on where you were in 

terms of on the frontier, so to speak. But there were more marooned settlements 

throughout North America. So it’s the same thing now. And it’s like I laugh at people 

sometimes. I speak facetiously and jokingly, but I say “It’s like us being on the plantation 

and all the slaves are excited about Oh, which slave master, we all get to take a part in 

picking which slave master is going to rule over us.” 

 

Reference 3 - 2.13% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 

I think in this age, right. We live in the Generation Z, everybody is connected with social 

media and online, right. So everything you do has to be targeted towards program 

creation or community service, right? So you can opine on different things online that 

will allow people to see how you think, and then It’ll happen. I mean, a lot of us who 

think like we think, unfortunately the algorithms make it so that it prevents lots of people 

from finding us because we get shadow banned and things like that. 
 

Reference 4 - 2.64% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 

But for the few folks who do find us, and it becomes a situation where you can create 

networks that start online and make their way into the real world. And that should always 

be the goal because that’s where the work is being done. So just using Twitter, to be 
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honest, it’s difficult to manage multiple social medias for me. So I really only use 

Twitter, but just the relationships that I’ve been getting there, I’ve met some very solid 

people that have advanced the work, help do the programs. And when you call on them 

for service, they are there. So In my mind, that’s the short term. The long term is an 

organization creation. 

 

Reference 5 - 5.09% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #7: 

That’s kind of where I see things going. I’m a part of an organization right now, but I 

think the scope of this activity is limited. This is just me personally. And Afrocentricity, I 

think they do an excellent job with culture, intellectualism, but the barrier to entry is high, 

right? For a lot of the things we discuss are not accessible to people who can’t read, or 

people who can’t feed themselves, right. So I argue we need something that’s a bit more 

grassroots-oriented, so that we can target and transform other aspects or other segments 

of our community. But in that regard, I feel very much like how Malcolm was in a nation 

of Islam, right. The scope of activity within a nation of Islam was very limited. 

 

So as a result, when he left the nation of Islam, he created a spiritual component, but then 

he created a grassroots component organization of Afro-American unity. So I think you 

need both. So where I see myself going is, and the development of that other piece, 

because like I said from the beginning, I’m someone who... My connection is to the 

grassroots. I don’t drive in circles of theory or just pointless pontification. We got to get 

some dirt under our nails at some point. That’s kind of where I’m at with it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #4 Interview> - § 2 references coded [6.13% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.97% Coverage 

Interviewee: 

The positive, people in my neighborhood stopped voting because they realize they vote 

don’t count. They realize when they went to... I took a group of young black men to the 

Million Man March. And when they heard Farrakhan spoke about the agenda, say, “We 

have our agenda. If they don’t meet our agenda, don’t vote for them, because they not for 

our agenda. Put your agenda out and laid it out to them and say, this is what we want in 

our community. If you don’t see they doing it, then they’re not for you.” 

 

Reference 2 - 3.16% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Oh yes. I belong to the All African People’s Revolutionary Party. We have chapters all 

over the world. We like the Garvey movement, but our headquarters is not here. Our 

headquarters is in Guinea and we just have chapters all over the world, we’re just like the 

Garvey movement. But they had they chapter in the snake. We figured our headquarters 

would be on the continent, but we have chapters all over the world. And we’re trying to 
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do the Pan-Africanist. And that’s how I may go with Pan-Africanist. That’s the only 

solution for our people. 
 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [9.35% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.35% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

Yeah. There was a girl that used to live here who doesn’t participate in the elections. And 

she said, because she thinks it’s rigged, and all this other crazy shit she was talking about. 

We made her ass vote this year. You coming with us. Did you register yet? Sun ray here 

by here. But for the most part, she doesn’t vote, and that was her reasoning socially. I 

don’t know if she even knows how to choose the candidate that she would like to be 

president. I have no idea why she doesn’t like to vote, who talked her into it being rigged, 

and they’re going to put in whoever they want. I don’t know how she figured that, but a 

lot of people have been saying that recently. But I don’t think it’s rigged. 

 

Interviewee: 

The way these delegates are going off now about Donald Trump losing, if it were rigged, 

he wouldn’t have lost. If it were rigged, when they said recount and all that other stuff, 

they would have did recounts and he would have won. So even his own people can’t get 

it to go through for him to win. That obviously tells you it’s not rigged. Either that, or if it 

is rigged, the powers that be that have it rigged are like, hell no, we are not letting you do 

this again. We wanted you to do this, and you went in there and did all that. So, if it is 

rigged, they just was like, bro, you got to go. You are fired. 
 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 2 references coded [12.67% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.76% Coverage 

Yeah, a couple of a line brothers think the same way because one of my line brothers said 

it’s rigged because it’s ... all these like me too movements that came out after he got 

elected. I mean then, on election, it was like 90 ... Trump had most women voting for 

him. So it was ... how is that ... they was messing with it one time and then all of a sudden 

no. You know what I mean? Something doesn’t add up. And it stay not adding up 

because the communities where they said them are the same communities complaining 

about how did he get elected? So it was just ... 

 

Reference 2 - 6.92% Coverage 

 

I mean you could. No, we don’t personally but like you could but so many people are 

stuck in a certain way that it’s going to take the wrath of God to separate them. You 

know what I mean? Some people are so closed minded to what they’ve been conditioned 

to that it’s going to be hard, hard, hard to get them out of that mindset. That’s why we’re 

still stuck in the same ditch that we’re in as African American because we still got the old 
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images, get a good job, get this. I mean do that. Work for somebody. Instead, we go to 

college ... the reason why unemployment is like so low now is because like the people 

that go to college to be coming out, creating jobs, not getting one. 

 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.80% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.80% Coverage 

 

Because I think that people will always connects with when it comes to disillusionments, 

right? 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

When you have confidants and comrades. Sometimes comrades, you come together 

because you don’t like somebody else. So, I think that there are those attachments to... 

But, like I said I think that even within those attachments, some of those people make 

very hard line decisions to not be voters. 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.21% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.21% Coverage 

 

Participant #10: 

Yeah, I was able to say it’s positive because it was it more of how your delivery was. 

You have a right to feel the way you feel and to voice opinions you have, but it’s how 

you do it. You don’t want to do it in a way that you overpower someone else’s belief, but 

at the same time, you accept and you listen because it is another point of view. I always 

give this metaphor, I mean, this an analogy. If I’m looking at you and you’re looking at 

me, I can’t see what’s behind me, but you can. But I can see what’s behind you and you 

can’t see behind yourself. You understand what I’m saying? 

 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Got you. 

 

Participant #10: 

And at the end of the day, so I always look at it like, when you tell me something, I take 

that point of view because it might be something that I just can’t see or I just don’t know. 

So I take that and I want you to come with the same energy. And if you break it down to 

a person like that, then they’ll be more understanding and willing to talk to you. 

 

<Files\\Participant #9 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.97% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.97% Coverage 
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Yeah, but when I was telling them, I was like, yeah, I didn’t do it, because I thought this. 

Just admitting my shame, I guess. 
 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 2 references coded [7.24% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.65% Coverage 

 

But I’ll talk to, of course, my wife, my children, people within our family and our inner 

circle. I’ll have that conversation with them. Again, and some of us, we have differing 

opinions. I have close friends who choose to vote. I have close family who chooses to 

vote. My mother voted, and we had some dialogue about it, because when I talk to my 

children about not voting or why we don’t participate in that process, they’re getting on 

the phone and they’re talking to my mom, and they’re young. So this is my seven-year-

old daughter talking to my mother about voting. She’s saying, “Grandma, you shouldn’t 

vote, and this is why.” Then my mother explains to her, “Well, I respect what your father 

says, but this is what I choose to do.” 

 

Interviewee: 

So I’m more open to those conversations now. I think when I was young, I probably 

would’ve got into a contentious conversation with my mother about it, just being ignorant 

and passionate about what I believe, but I’m learning to respect everyone’s opinions and 

viewpoints, even if they differ drastically from mine. I want to teach my children to do 

the same. But those would be the people I’ve had the most conversations with about my 

decision. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.59% Coverage 

My view, I would tell them that I believe that it is a corrupt process, corrupt process in 

the sense that, at the end of the day, no matter who you choose to vote for, they have the 

same end goal in mind. Again, they’re playing on the same team. So when you vote, it’s 

pretty much just you deciding how you would like your oppression served. Do you want 

it liberal, where they can go play hip-hop music whenever they come to your 

communities and on TV shows to suck you in, or do you want them to play their hillbilly 

music or whatever it is that they listen to? How do you want it served? Because I believe 

that’s ultimately what you’re picking at the end of the day. 

 

<Files\\Participant #18 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.47% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.12% Coverage 

 

Why? Because I feel we owe it to each other. To have these conversations and show that, 

what you are seeing every day as being the norm, the norm, the norm, is not happening 

everywhere with everybody. And there’s other ways that people are thinking. I don’t care 

if you agree with me or you don’t agree with me. I want you to know that there’s a 

functional... it’s not. Because we’re quick to write stuff off as white people stuff, right? 
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And that’s not what we do. and so, given the ability to say, here’s another way. Here’s 

someone that isn’t involved in these white people things. Here’s someone that does think 

this way, and I’m as black as you, and I care all about being Black. And blah, blah, blah, 

whatever. 

 

And showing that there’s more ways of thinking and going about it. And here’s why. 

Because you’re just being to vote, to vote, to vote. No one’s telling you why. No one’s 

telling you particularly, for who, but we could just tell by the mere color scheme of 

flyers, who they want you to vote for. And why. As well as who’s around to tell you to 

vote, and who’s not there to tell you to vote. They’re already telling you how to vote. 

And so, no one’s telling you why, no one’s telling you what that means. No one’s telling 

you what the other person is saying, or what they’re offering instead of me. What they 

can do. The connections that they have. The connections I don’t have. How I am viewed 

politically, and what I can really get done, as opposed to what I am hypothetically selling 

to you. We don’t have all of that. 

 

And so, I feel in sharing and having those conversations, and putting it out there, here’s 

why. Here’s this person’s blah, blah, blah, whatever. Or here’s this person’s record. Y’all 

all cool about this person, but let’s just talk about this person’s history and what they 

have done politically and what they have voted for, and against. And what offices they 

held, and what happened while they were in those offices. Let’s put that out there, so you 

can make an informed decision. The same thing with birth work, right? I don’t care what 

you want to do. You want to have a baby in the woods? Underneath an awning with deer 

and shit? You want to go to the most sterile hospital, you want everything digital, blah, 

blah, blah, whatever. I don’t care what you want to do. I need you to make an informed 

decision. I want you to have all the information you need to make that decision. And it’s 

the same thing I feel about anything else that we do, I.e. voting. Make an informed 

decision. I don’t care what you do, or who you vote for, or whatever. Make it an 

informed decision, but we don’t always get access to the information. 

 

Especially when it comes to social media, right? People don’t look for, farther than social 

media. So, if you run in a circle of people who all think the same thing, end up being told 

the same message, all you’re going to hear is the same message back and forth, and back 

and forth. They’re going to post something. You’re going to like it. You’re going to share 

it. You’re going to share something. You know what I mean? It’s just going in a big ass 

circle. And there’s nothing new jumping in there. Right, and so, I like to, especially if I 

see that there’s constantly the narrative and it’s the same, the same, the same. To say 

something different, especially if I feel that it is different. Do I feel it’s well received? 

Hm, no? 
 

Reference 2 - 0.35% Coverage 

 

I feel it’s a waste of time, to vote in America. And I’d rather be doing some real work 

than be doing myself as such. 
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<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.86% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.07% Coverage 

 

They usually ask why. And they want to know my personal reasoning, and then they’ll 

say their reasonings. And as they’re saying it, I’m semi-listening, but at the same time, 

I’m just like in the back of my mind, I really don’t care what you think about what I have 

to say or how I feel. This isn’t really a conversation. I’ve said what I needed to say, and 

I’m ready to just move on to the next thing or get back to work. What other people have 

to say, unless if it was somebody close to me, I don’t really care what people think about 

me or what I have to say or what I do. 
 

Reference 2 - 2.79% Coverage 

 

For the most part, it’s been really in the middle. I mean, me, I’m usually the person who 

has an unpopular opinion and I’ll stick with it, while everybody else would saying, “Oh, 

well, you should vote for this person because they’re doing this and that. And your vote 

counts.” And in the back of my mind I’m saying to myself, “My vote doesn’t mean 

anything. Period. You can say it counts all you want, but you can’t really convince me 

otherwise. And nor do I really care about what you have to say about it.” 
 

<Files\\Participant #7 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.06% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.63% Coverage 

 

Participant #7: 

Oh, yeah. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

And so why? 

 

Participant #7: 

 

Because I want to influence the direction that we move in politically. 

 

Reference 2 - 2.43% Coverage 

 

Participant #7: 

And I want to educate and inform. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Participant #7: 

So the only way to do that is to share information. But again like I told you, voting in the 

black community is a religion. Jokingly a couple of years ago, I tweeted out an image of 

somebody taking communion, and I wrote like “And with his vote, I partake in the body 

of Martin Luther King” Because this is how we operate. So to tell somebody that you’re 

not going to do it, it’s like man, you’re speaking blasphemous, you’re really like a heretic 

and heretics get burnt at the stake. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [6.81% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.03% Coverage 

 

This is really hard for me. I tell them the truth and it’s very hard because I have to do a 

few things. I tell them to, but I also teach them to wear the cloak, we’re telling them truth. 

So I teach them that in school, you have to have two sets of notes. One set is for what you 

give the teacher, because he’s a part of a system that doesn’t reflect you, the matrix. The 

other set of truth notes is for you to reaffirm your reality to you so you don’t get lost in 

the matrix. 
 

Reference 2 - 5.78% Coverage 

 

That’s how I delineate and how I move in terms of empowering them, because it’s one 

thing to tell them something, but it’s another to give them the tools to do the research and 

to see for themselves. That way no one can ever reach in and take it from them. Don’t let 

them come in and take, because see, there’s a way that you can wash out someone’s 

program, the foundation you put in them. And that’s what happens to our people, for 

instance, who go into ethnic academia. And then they go into those spaces and they get 

turned out because, you see, someone wasn’t able to put that foundation deep enough in 

you so no one can wash it out. What good is it? Then you’re hijacking. Now you being 

used as an agent of destruction with all that knowledge, we don’t need more of that. We 

need people that once you pour it to them, they’re going to stay. And they’re going to be 

able to stay free at least here. 

 

So I’ve given my children the tools to stay free, at least here. In here in their spirit. That I 

give them the tools to be able to see their way in the matrix and back the hell out of it. 

That’s how I see it. So long story short, the way I do it is that I tell them the truth, but I 

tell them the truth in the sense of showing them how the lies have been pending in front 

of us can reveal the truth. So I feel like it’s so hard for me to try to simplify this because 

it’s so hard. And even me talking this out, I wasn’t even aware of what I was doing until I 

said it out loud. I have to give them two sets of notes to navigate the space they’re in 

while staying aware of the reality they’re facing. Because when my kids speak up, 

they’ve been literally been attacked. 
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When I did my rites of passage, the first thing I had to teach them was let me was, “Let 

me explain something to you. The knowledge that I’m giving you is knowledge that I had 

to go to college. It took me four years to gain access to. This information you’re getting 

as a high school level.” I said, “If you go back to your history teacher and you go and 

challenge them first of all who Imhotep was and things like that.” I said, “They’re going 

to give you an F and what you do is you keep the two sets of notes to get your high 

school diploma to get to the space where you could be agent of change.” And that’s how I 

teach them. 

 

I teach them, “You take this information and you hold onto it, you get to a space which 

you could create a safe space where you can utilize this knowledge to really make a 

difference where I say to save the space, save that space.” So that’s how I teach my 

children to, I guess, navigate this political voting system for themselves . 
 

<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 3 references coded [4.28% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.64% Coverage 

 

No. What I’m saying is, I have. 

Matthew Simmons (Interviewer): 

Okay. Got you. 

 

Participant #10: 

Because what I’m saying is, you put a thousand candles together, you make a torch, you 

make a bigger light. 

 

Reference 2 - 0.98% Coverage 

 

And for clarity, just basically, I share my beliefs with others that share the same beliefs. 

You wouldn’t know it until you actually communicate. So when I communicate and I 

understand that you share the same belief that’s when we begin to grow when we 

exchange, and that’s how we grow our light. 

 

Reference 3 - 2.66% Coverage 

 

First establishing a relationship. And you just have a relationship with communication 

and trust, those two things. I have to be able to trust you. You have to be able to trust me. 

I have to be able to communicate with you, you have to be able to communicate with me. 

I’m sorry. And with those two things, that’s how you initiate it. And then there you come 

up with a purpose. You come up with a purpose and ideology for the community. The 

community has to have something to run off of. So when you have the correct purpose 

and the correct ideology, people have something to look forward to and they will get up 

and operate. And that’s how you begin to build the community. But when you build it off 
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of a negative connotation, you’ll teach your people how to destroy themselves and it will 

self destruct the community itself. 
 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.75% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.75% Coverage 

 

Yeah. I mean, most of the people within my circle are people who hold the same views. 

There are some people who differ a little bit. They might still claim that they’re anti-

white supremacy and all of that, but they feel like, “Well, maybe there’s some policies 

that affect us on a local level, so I’ll participate in local elections and maybe not the 

national election.” But for the most part, everyone within my circle doesn’t vote. Again, 

my wife, my in-laws don’t vote. My brothers don’t vote. 

 

I wouldn’t say that I purposely sought out people who have those same type of beliefs, 

but I think that it’s just something that naturally happened, I think, over time. Birds of a 

feather flock together. So when you’re around other people and you’re that close-knit, 

perhaps you influence one another. You inspire one another to think and act differently. 

But I will say maybe even some of the people within my community that I’m a part of, I 

think I did purposely seek out those types of people who consider themselves to be, I 

guess, Maroons, and they don’t participate in the voting process, with the exception of, 

like I said, a few who have their own ideas around local elections and things of that 

nature. 

 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview #1> - § 2 references coded [3.28% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.31% Coverage 

 

Only a few people, not really a lot. There’s not really a lot of people I find who are like 

minded. In some aspects, yes. But not a lot. There’s a couple people like that. Our politics 

are really in line, I feel like. We got a tight knit group, I guess. We just talk about the 

stuff that goes on, I feel like that’s just how we build community, I guess. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.97% Coverage 

 

Participant #1 

When we become aware of certain things, we just talk about it. Stuff that you might read 

on the internet. Whoa. How can they do that? Sometimes you just need to talk about it, 

because it just throw you off. It’s so crazy to just read about it and take it in on your own. 

Sometimes you just like “Whoa, did you see this?” 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

So that reinforces the commitment to what y’all did? It’s saying, okay then, this is what 

occurred, so we’re going to talk about it and continue this bond. That kind of thing. 
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<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [6.16% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 6.16% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

I have, mainly for the cultural aspect. The best example I can give you is my family, my 

wife, her family, and stuff like that. And just seeing how much of their culture that they 

not only acknowledge, but respect and try to take part in, it made me want to do that more 

and try to look at things more so as a cultural aspect and not so much as everything being 

just simply black and white. 

 

And my thing is, us being who we are, our culture is everything. It’s where we come 

from. It’s what we thrive on. It’s who we are. So in my personal opinion, for me not to 

want to be part of it is, are you insane? This is what you’ve been looking for pretty much 

your whole life. 

 

Because honestly, the family that I come from, they weren’t like that. And I’d leave them 

where they at and I’ve pretty much moved on, and I’ve decided to go with the route to 

just learn more about my sisters and ancestral tree and just learning about different things 

that as a people used to do. I’d even go as far as to say that I would love to own land out 

in Africa and move out there one day. Honestly, just get out of this country. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.43% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.43% Coverage 

Yes. To stay strong. One cannot exist in isolation or you will starve. In order to stay 

strong, I have to reach out to other people like-minded, just to keep the fire going. It’s 

like I was saying earlier about going into a state of complacency and dormancy, being 

dormant. I feel like I’m fighting to keep from going dormant, from going to sleep, so to 

speak. So, I have to reach out to others who are like-minded like me, who are standing 

against everybody else who was saying around me, “This is the way you should be. This 

is the way. The way is to vote. The way it is to operate and think in this manner.” And I 

have to reach out to others to stay strong because I view myself as a warrior on the inside 

and warriors can die, your spirit can die if you don’t have that fire to keep you strong. 

 

And so, in order to stay strong, even sometimes speaking after Ashay comes out your 

mouth, that a (inaudible), you’re fighting against it. Even you speaking gives you power. 

And you have to sometimes speak it to another person who gives you power and to keep 

strong. And so, when you’re talking to sometimes it’s one other person, you’re touched in 

an agreement with them. You’re keeping your reality alive. You’re staying strong. 

 

So that’s why I reaffirm my reality by talking with other select people about my way of 

being or standing up against something or not. If I don’t believe in something, we talk 
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about it. So I have to keep myself again, in the present sense. I’m not going down into 

this reality someone else is prescribing for me. 
 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.94% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.94% Coverage 

I have not, and it’s not because I don’t want to. Sometimes I just take life as it comes, and 

I do what I have to do and I do what’s in front of me to do. I don’t go way out of my way 

to do anything, because I’m trying to stay on my path. So, if I meet like-minded people, 

okay, then we can connect and do things. Okay, but I don’t go looking for nobody. I 

don’t. I’m not supposed to do that, and so I don’t. 

 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.56% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.56% Coverage 

 

Because I don’t want to get the lecture. Um, and the censure from people that are outside 

my circle, the inner circle know me, you know, cares about me, loves me. Knows my 

history. He knows my background and my point of view on things. And it has a measure 

of understanding, although there’s a bit of, um, lecture there too 

 

<Files\\Participant #22 Interview> - § 2 references coded [5.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.21% Coverage 

 

Speaker 2: 

Only a few close friends who I knew wouldn’t judge me for not voting because I mean, 

they’re die hard voters, and get out and vote. Their feet to the street, getting the vote out. 
 

Reference 2 - 4.48% Coverage 

 

Actually I haven’t. Because like with a lot of my friends... Unless we’re out and we’re 

talking about voting, which I revealed that I didn’t vote when we were waiting for the 

election results. That’s you know, that right there. But other than that, it’s never it’s never 

a discussion. We’re not out at brunch and say, “Oh wait, who voted?” So the only reason 

it came up is because we were sitting around waiting for the election results for Biden. 

And I think I slipped out, I was like, “damn I should have voted.” And they were like, 

“what?” That’s how that happened. And then I just explained to them just what I 

explained to you. And they were like, “well, you got a point,” and they just left it alone. 
 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 2 references coded [9.75% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.43% Coverage 
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Yes, primarily friends, family, even family who has differing views than me. We have 

some healthy dialogue around it. Outside of that, no. I don’t go on social media, having 

conversations with people about it, or even people in public, because it’s not worth the 

conversation to me, because inevitably, especially whenever we’re talking to our own 

people, they’re very passionate about what they believe and what they don’t believe. So I 

know at the end of the day, it would turn into some type of debate, and for me, there’s no 

debate, because I’m not going to change my decisions at the end of the day, no matter 

what someone else says. So rather than getting into a debate or some type of conflict over 

it, I’ll keep my opinions to myself, and I don’t ask anyone else about their decisions to 

vote or not to vote. That’s their own personal right or choice. I let it stay in there. 
 

Reference 2 - 6.32% Coverage 

 

Well, again, I think even ... I’ll start with my mother. I think her mindset around it I think 

has grown as well. She’s become more open-minded to the fact that I don’t participate in 

the voting process. I think in the last election, I think when Obama was running, she and I 

had some conversations about it. When I told her that I wanted to vote for Cynthia 

McKinney, she was like, “Well, by you doing that, you’re taking votes away from 

Obama.” I think she was upset with me at that time. This time around, because my 

children have basically revealed to her what my voting status is, and we’ve just had 

healthy dialogue. I mean, it’s just conversation, just says, “Hey, I talked to one of the 

girls, and they told me that I shouldn’t vote.” She said, “And this is what I explained to 

them.” We were perfectly fine. 

 

In terms of some of my friends, it’ll be something like this. In this last election, you 

would see all these posts going around on social media about how neither candidate is 

really an ideal option. So you saw the things about the lesser of two evils and “I’m going 

to vote for the lesser of two evils.” So I would sort of antagonize some of my friends a 

little bit, telling them, “Well, voting for a lesser evil, it’s still evil. How do you determine 

which one is lesser?” So we’ll have some back and forth dialogue, but the conversations, 

they don’t get disrespectful, or no one really gets upset, at least from what they verbalize 

to the other person. What they feel privately or what they think privately, I don’t know. 

But when we do have conversations, I would say we can agree to disagree. 

 

<Files\\Participant #3 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [8.24% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 8.24% Coverage 

 

I try not to influence the youth, people younger than me, people impressionable with my 

viewpoints because I can be very convincing sometimes. But when I do... When I do 

have those critical conversations with a lot of open-minded people they tend to agree with 

me. And I have changed some minds of younger people when it comes to voting, turn 

them off completely as well because they see the same thing they just didn’t make a 

correlation. A lot of older people get angry with me because they, in my head, they 
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equate politics with religion. They believe in the system whole-heartedly and they think if 

you just put people that look like them in power things will change. 

 

Interviewee: 

Not really seeing that there are people in power that look like them and things haven’t 

changed. It’s very difficult to have those conversations with older black people, they get 

angry, they get semi violent. When you tell them that their Messiah Obama didn’t do 

great, didn’t even do good, they tend to get very defensive. I’ve learned to not have those 

conversations if people aren’t ready for it. I will flat out lie and say I voted for the guy 

just to avoid any type of issues but it’s really bad especially in this social economic class 

of it. Obama is next to Jesus to a lot of people and nobody wants to hear anything critical 

about him. 

 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [0.45% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.45% Coverage 

Speaker #2 (09:21): 

I think you should but it’s your choice. 

 

<Files\\Participant #1 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.31% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.31% Coverage 

 

Interviewee #1: 

Yes. All the time. 

Matthew Simmons: 

So that goes into my next question. What positive or negative expressions or experiences 

have you had with sharing your stance with others? 

 

Interviewee #1: 

I had some positive expressions, but mostly with my peers and people that I’m already 

friends with. Because we pretty much got similar type mindsets. Mostly younger black 

people I feel like a lot of us 35 and under, we pretty much ... I don’t know, because some 

of them do be saying ... I can’t even say that. I just feel like it’s mixed. You get positive 

and negative, old, and young. It don’t really matter. 
 

<Files\\Participant # 23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.32% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.32% Coverage 

 

Yeah. Plenty of time, I joke about it all the time with my coworkers. Like, man, I ain’t 

going to vote this election. This vote ain’t going to mean nothing. Basically what I said. 

We talked about it. But see the difference about it, they still will vote though. I didn’t. 

 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=YDpUTB6aE0nP9dNlFOfhpO_SLOIclNxVEZLtXdXxP3zlkq_nJGklzU2OF917BrxAFqw9kVQmWIh5JFivfu-lTU8Egx8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=561.26
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Matthew (Interviewer): 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). By not- 

Interviewee: 

They feel their negative feelings toward it, but they’ll still vote, still vote. 
 

<Files\\Participant #5 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [5.21% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 5.21% Coverage 

 

I mean, it was interesting. It was an interesting conversation because some of them was 

on my side was ... they don’t believe the candidates. They say something like they’re 

selling you a product. So it was like they got to say this in order to win. But once they get 

elected, it’s something changed or something or someone changed them. And it’s a whole 

different ... Their agendas change from when they was running and when they’re elected. 

Some would be world peace and next thing you know we’re going to war. 

 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [4.71% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 4.71% Coverage 

 

The only person is my best friend. She didn’t vote, and then 2016, she didn’t vote, and 

we was having a conversation about ... she just told me she didn’t know enough about it 

to vote. Like, I don’t know what they’d be talking about. They’re talking about the 

environment. I don’t know what that’s supposed to mean and she right, I don’t be 

knowing either. Climate change, like what? What is this stuff that’s going on in the 

world? I don’t know. 

 

Interviewee: 

That’s the only conversation that I could remember that happened with her and she was 

just like, “No, I didn’t vote because I just don’t know enough about it.” And me, even in 

2016 at that time, I still didn’t know. I just knew it was Hillary Clinton running and it’s 

going to be our first female president. That’s really all I knew. I never really watched the 

presidential debate. This year was probably the first time I ever watched the presidential 

debate. Now, I did see Obama’s one time but I didn’t understand it back then. But now I 

felt like when he was talking this go-round, it was more a language that was understood 

than ... because there was so many problems going on, and then now I’m a police officer 

and they talk about police brutality, so now my mind is in a different ... It thinks in a 

different way now, because now they’re talking about police brutality, police reform, 

something that’s going to affect me. 

 

Interviewee: 

You talk COVID, you talk about health care and health community and all of that, okay, 

that’s something that affects my people and my family. It’s like I was able to relate more 
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of my life to what they were saying this year in the presidential debate, if that makes 

sense. 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.64% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.64% Coverage 

Interviewee: 

So, what I tell them, I was like, “You know, Christianity is not indigenous to Africa, 

that’s a fact. You know Islam is not indigenous to Africa, that’s a fact. You have a right 

to ask questions about what that means and the chips fall where they fall.” So, it’s not 

about me telling them that something is wrong or right. 

 

Matthew Simmons: 

Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

 

Interviewee: 

I was like, “If you know that Africans were practicing these systems before Christianity 

and Islam and then Islam or Christianity came, then you have a right to ask certain 

questions that only makes sense. And then, you make whatever decision you want after 

that.” 

 

<Files\\Participant #20 Interview> - § 2 references coded [4.40% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.72% Coverage 

Yes. Well, my husband for one. My sisters. But My entire family, we don’t vote. My 

closest friends, I connected with them because I want to be around people who are like-

minded. I have no interest in being around people who run the rat race. I have no interest 

in being around people who don’t understand our oppression, or is not willing to fight 

against or rise above it. I want to be around people who were about change, but not about 

people who’s down for the struggle. Not down for the struggle. People who refuse to 

acknowledge it. I don’t want to be around people like that because I have no interest in 

telling somebody that they’re wrong. But at the same time, I have no interest in being told 

how I feel is wrong either. So I only want to be around people that’s like-minded. I can 

agree to disagree, but there’s some things you just can’t... You can’t look past certain 

things. So I like to be around people that’s like-minded. 
 

Reference 2 - 0.68% Coverage 

 

I don’t judge people who do vote, but I don’t like to be judged because I don’t either. 

Whatever you do is what you do, but just don’t come at what I’m doing. 
 

<Files\\Participant #17 Interview> - § 2 references coded [6.71% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.52% Coverage 
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They were mostly neutral. There like one positive. I can’t think of any negatives right 

now. They were like, well, I mean, I can understand why you have your view on it. 

Another person was saying every vote counts. And then I was thinking, I can give you 

one example of when it didn’t. And that might’ve been one time too much for me. I 

respected the viewpoint though. So we had a good barbershop conversation on that, but 

most of the comments were neutral, no negatives, one positive. 
 

Reference 2 - 3.19% Coverage 

 

All right, I connected cause I wanted to know more so about what he had thought about 

it. Cause I was like, all right, here’s my views. I could be wrong. Let me talk to 

somebody else who may see things from a different lens. So we had a discussion about it. 

The only difference between us two is like, he was a liberal, I’m more so of an 

independent. Can’t really choose which side I want to be honest. I’m not really too well-

versed in it. 

 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.19% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.19% Coverage 

 

Interviewee: 

So, only time I share that information with people is if they press me about it like, “Why 

aren’t you voting?” Then they want to educate me about voting. “No, no, no. Hold on, 

hold on, hold on. You cannot tell me about that because you don’t know. Let me tell you 

what I know about that, and then you’ll understand why I’m not voting.” It usually works 

that way. They go, “Oh okay. So, I can understand why you don’t vote if you’ve had that 

experience.” “Okay, no leave me alone,” and they usually do. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [3.95% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 3.95% Coverage 

 

Positive in the sense this was somebody else the same views. They had a different 

mindset or maybe they felt was more rigged than it was a moral decision. They also voted 

for the same voting, voted down, locally. 

 

That made sense to me, especially if you’re a black male, especially if you born in the 

seventies or in the sixties. It’s hard to see, what do they really do for me? We’re not 

saying this should be given to us, but our main education as civics in the 11th grade, I 

don’t know what it is around different parts of the world, but civics has talked to us in 

11th grade and it’s not really emphasized. It’s the same way I had to deal with STDs. 

They’re not only teaching us, it’s more of either this is information or it’s false 

propaganda to get you to feel some type of way. 
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<Files\\Participant #10 Interview> - § 2 references coded [3.92% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.96% Coverage 

I don’t believe that’s ... I put it up there in the category of religion and other 

things like that. Religion, those things are practices. If you practice the art of politics and 

religion and things of that nature, then I’m not going to argue, no, because that’s what 

you truly believe in. It’s a belief. You believe in it. Me, I don’t. So I’m not going to argue 

my non belief to your belief because it’s always going to be a riff raff. So it’s either, I’ll 

be empathetic and understand your belief and you be empathetic and understand my 

nonbelief for it or we just not going to speak about it at all. 

 

Reference 2 - 1.97% Coverage 

I think I never approach a situation like that with the intentions of coming with anger or 

any emotion at all. Even though I am human, we’re thinking logically here. We’re talking 

about a logical standpoint. Right now, me and you are having this conversation right 

now, it’s logically based. I’m not having no emotions. You’re not having no emotions. 

We’re going to leave it off the table. We’re being logical here because when we think 

when emotion it sways you for how you feel. And what does it matter how you feel right 

now? We’re just talking about facts. We’re being logical with it. You understand what 

I’m saying? 
 

<Files\\Participant #15 Interview> - § 2 references coded [1.63% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.09% Coverage 

 

Um, so as the censure, like now, and just putting that out there, like it’s not to me, to us, 

everyone has their own choice, but that’s not a badge of honor to me anymore. So to 

avoid over or to say, to avoid this the censure. 

 

Reference 2 - 0.54% Coverage 

 

You mean who don’t vote or don’t vote? Um, not really. Cause like most people, I guess 

we hide in plain sight.  
 

<Files\\Participant #2 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.69% Coverage 

 

Again, I’m sure if I spoke to other people, maybe even people at my job, the 

conversations will be a lot different. So anytime they bring up the election, I just don’t 

comment. So I don’t say anything either way. I just let them say whatever they want to 

say. So they’ll say, “Oh, I can’t wait to go vote next week so we can get Trump out of 

office” and “We need change.” I just listen to him. I don’t comment, and I don’t give 
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them any clue as to what my perspective is. I think they believe that I probably hold the 

same liberal views as most of them, because all of them are Democrats. But I don’t even 

give them any dialogue around it. So I just sit in silence and listen and don’t comment. 

 

<Files\\Participant #16 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [1.46% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.46% Coverage 

 

Speaker #2: 

Yes. 

Matthew Simmons : 

Why? 

Speaker #2: 

Uh, it’s not something I do often, but like if we’re having a conversation about it, 

depending on who I’m talking to. 
 

<Files\\Participant #23 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.06% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.06% Coverage 

 

Honestly because they asked. They asked, that was it. Normally I’ll keep that personal 

because I don’t want them to start try to get deeper into my stance on voting. Because I 

don’t feel like I’m properly educated to actually speak to why I’m not voting a particular 

candidate. You get what I’m saying? But I’m not about to open myself up to that. I prefer 

to remain silent. 
 

<Files\\Participant #14 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [2.69% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.69% Coverage 

 

Not at all. Again, I just feel like I was just so uneducated in the past and that was solely 

just what it was, not knowing. And then it’s like, God forbid... Giving, God forbid, I have 

an opinion and let’s say you and I, for example, so clearly you know of politics. So, God 

forbid, you and I are having a debate, or having an opinion and you can strongly back up 

your opinion or how you may feel and I wouldn’t be able to. I would just be like, that’s 

just how I... I wouldn’t be able to back it up. At least that in any way, so... 
 

<Files\\Participant #8 Interview> - § 2 references coded [1.52% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 0.46% Coverage 

 

No, because the people I’m around, we don’t talk about this kind of stuff. We don’t talk 

about voting. This is probably the most politics I ever talked in my life. 
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Reference 2 - 1.07% Coverage 

 

Because it wasn’t something that was in my circle. It’s not something you talked about. 

Not something you talked about, and I feel like a lot of young people didn’t vote. It just 

was like a ... It’s just not something that came up. It haven’t came up. Did you vote? 

[crosstalk 00:32:02] Like yeah, nobody in my family asked me if I voted. None of my 

friends asked me 
 

<Files\\Participant #11 Interview> - § 2 references coded [6.50% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.38% Coverage 

 

Not necessarily. 

Matthew Simmons: 

Why not? 

 

Participant #11 

I think if it comes up in conversation, I don’t... I would like to say that my decision is not 

a hard political stance, as opposed to during that time how I am feeling it and then I make 

a choice of that during that time period. Because I said I think that my opinion is 

malleable... 
 

Reference 2 - 5.12% Coverage 

 

To tell you the truth, this conversation that I’m having with you may be the most in-depth 

that I’ve ever had in terms of expressing my apprehensions or disillusion in this because 

I’m a firm believer not to... Especially because I’m in a university setting, and I may be 

having conversations with undergraduate students, I’m very careful in how I talk to them 

about their relationship with voting. I think it’s important for me to discuss what is the 

history and what these things are, but I think that it’s very important for them to make 

those types of decisions. 

 

I think that in, especially in the academic department that I’m in, that there are a lot of 

people who are very culturally apprehensive to wanting to vote, but they will also stress 

that upon other people too. And, I’m like... And, I think that, that’s a very personal 

decision that people need to make based on a number of factors, so I think it’s my 

responsibility as an educator to lay those things out, and then have them make decisions 

themselves. 

 

But, I also think a part of my ideology of even doing that is because of the fact that I’m 

still malleable to the process. Because maybe if I was more hard lined and I’d be like, 

“No. Don’t participate in white man system.” 
 

<Files\\Participant #19 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.74% Coverage] 
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Reference 1 - 1.12% Coverage 

Only with people who are close to me. Anybody intermediate, say like a coworker or 

somebody I knew from my years ago, I don’t really talk about politics with them. I don’t 

really talk about that at all really. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.62% Coverage 

 

I honestly just have no interest in politics. That’s just the honest truth. I have no interest. I 

don’t want any partake. Y’all can have this conversation over there. I’ll be focusing on 

this. That’s pretty much it. I don’t really have too much to say about politics at all, 

dealing with the government. 

 

<Files\\Participant #13 Interview> - § 2 references coded [2.89% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 1.58% Coverage 

 

Because unfortunately we have people who are still drinking the Kool-Aid, and so one of 

the things I’ve learned in terms of being a conscious person is that there is an oretia, in 

Yoruba culture in Nigeria, the Orisha personified is archetypes. And each one of them 

represent different ways of moving in space and time, right? And there’s an Orisha 

named Oshun, and Oshun teaches for instance that one must wear the mask to get where 

you need to go. And so at times I feel as though I have to wear the mask for people so 

that they don’t understand that they’re not ready to access this information that I have. So 

I have to get to a certain destination intact with this knowledge, with this awareness. So 

yes, I wear the mask. 
 

Reference 2 - 1.31% Coverage 

 

And that’s my model and that’s my method. So I’m kind of like Dracula. I don’t let them 

see me coming. I let them think what they want to think, and this is to help my people, 

because sometime our people can destroy each other because they’re so beholden to a 

belief system and that they’ll inadvertently be used against you. And so yes, that’s why I 

don’t disclose my viewpoint. I don’t disclose my viewpoint on a lot of stuff, because 

they’re not ready. And you got to either do one or two things. You got to aid them to get 

to a space of healing and awareness, or you got to circumvent them altogether. 

 

<Files\\Participant #12 Interview> - § 3 references coded [3.63% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 2.42% Coverage 

 

So, when election time comes and people start asking me and talking about the vote, I 

don’t volunteer the information, but if you pressure me about voting and we’re close 

enough, then I’ll share that information with you. I’m like, “Look, I don’t vote.” They 



 

 294 

might even ask me why, and so then I tell them. I don’t go around preaching about it, 

because there are a lot of things people just don’t want to know. That’s fine. You don’t 

have to know it. I know it. You’re not going to take it away from me because I know it 

because you don’t want to know it. I know what I know, and I’m going to live that truth. 

 

Interviewee: 

But I realized as I grew older that a lot of people don’t want to live truth. They just want 

to believe whatever it is they want to believe, and they have the right to. I leave them 

alone. They have the right to believe whatever they want to believe. They have the right 

to live anywhere they want to live. I don’t have to agree with them. Then I have that same 

right, and I want people to respect it. So, I respect theirs. 
 

Reference 2 - 0.70% Coverage 

Kind of by myself. But you know what I will do? Because I would like for you to get 

some ... Like I told you, most of the people I know vote. The people who I know that 

don’t vote, don’t talk about it, because they don’t want people in their face telling them 

they’re stupid for not voting. 

 

Reference 3 - 0.51% Coverage 

 

But they don’t talk about it. So I can’t find them for you, because they don’t talk about it. 

They keep it to themself. They pretend. “Oh yeah, I’m going to vote,” and they don’t, but 

they don’t want people to know that. 
 

<Files\\Participant #6 Interview> - § 1 reference coded [9.33% Coverage] 

 

Reference 1 - 9.33% Coverage 

 

So going back to even the question you asked before, I would never say I ain’t vote in 

front of a white person... I would never say that. It’s one of the same things, I’ll never say 

OJ did it in front of a black or white person too. It’s just one of those things as a black 

person. This is maybe just me. I grew up in a different time. Even though stuff is all 

“good on paper,” the perception still goes a long way. So even though I don’t vote, I still 

felt like the presidential election it’s too hard to explain that to people. So they don’t want 

to hear you didn’t vote. They’re not going to hear the moral decision why I didn’t vote 

blah, blah, blah, or actually do vote locally. They’re not going to hear all that. All they 

want to hear is, this Black man didn’t vote. Once again, it might be the times I grew up 

on but you still have to represent for your race. I still feel like that’s a thing now. People 

are out here trying to incite race wars or anything. 

 

Interviewee: 

Saying one race is better than another, but judgment is a real thing. Our brains work on 

schemas. So if I say I didn’t vote, automatically that person brain is going to associate not 

voting with Black men. I don’t want that for the whole population or one person. That’s 
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how information spread. Most people don’t read, they get stuff through the media and 

from word of mouth. So this person saying I met this one Black person and he don’t vote, 

they all must not vote. As a culture we don’t read. That information is missing from us, 

and it’s legit word of mouth and that’s how a lot of stuff is haywire. Prime example, 

Emmitt Till. Emmitt Till is a word of mouth. This white woman said this black boy 

whistled at me. Shit didn’t come out until how many years later? So that’s why I feel like 

I have to still put on a good front. Unless people I’m really comfortable around. 
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appendix b 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS SCRIPT 

Interview Questions 

 

General/Entry-level Questions 

 How long have you been living in Philadelphia? 

 What part of the Philadelphia metro area do you reside in? 

 What is your current/past occupation? 

Questions about Voting/Community 

 Have you ever voted before? If so, what drove you to participate in the voting 

process? 

 What led you to not vote in the 2012 and/or 2016 U.S. Presidential elections? 

 Would you say that there were any particular factors that led to your decision not 

to vote?  

 Does your decision to not vote relate to cultural, historical, personal, economic, 

religious, or a combination of these themes? Please explain it what ways these 

factors contribute to your decisions to not vote. 

 Does your socioeconomic status impact your perception of the voting process? 

How so? 

o Does/Did your economic status impact your decisions to vote? 

o Does/Did your economic status affect your perception of the voting 

process? 
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 Have you shared your nonvoting stance with others? 

o No: Why not? 

o Yes: Why?  

o What types of comments do people make when you reveal that you do not 

vote? 

o What reactions have you had from others when sharing your nonvoting 

stance with others? 

 Have any reactions been positive? 

 Have any reactions been negative? 

o Does “race” ever enter into the comments people make when you reveal 

that you do not participate in the American political process? If so, in what 

ways? 

 Have you connected with individuals who are like minded as yourself? If so, 

WHY 

o What ways do you all build community (if they mention community in a 

sense of family or friends that they build with). 

Future Implications 

 What are your feelings about not participating in the voting process?  

o If they go into conversations, I asked them about that particular feeling(s) 

that they experienced) 

 Do you plan to continue to not participate in the political process? Why or why 

not? 
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Possible other questions (depending on the circumstances of the interviewee). 

 If your children or someone close to you asked your view on voting, what would 

you tell them?  

 What would need to happen to lead you to feel committed to voting (or to make 

you feel it was something important for you to do?]  

 Did anyone close to you vote as far as you know? 
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APPENDIX C 

OPEN SCRIPT AND CONSENT FORM 

Title of research: 

“Let Our Voices Be Heard”: Black NonParticipatory Politics and the Reasons Why 

They Choose Not to Vote. 

 

Investigator and Department:  

Matthew Simmons (Doctoral Student)  

Department: Africology/African American Studies 

 

Why am I being invited to take part in this research? 

We invite you to take part in a research study because you fulfill the 

financial/sociopolitical qualifications of this study. You stated that you are a middle-class 

person of African-descent who did not vote in either the 2012 or 2016 Presidential 

primary race.  

What should I know about this research? 

 Someone will explain this research to you. 

 Whether or not you take part is up to you. 

 You can choose not to take part. 

 You can agree to take part and later change your mind. 

 Your decision will not be held against you. 

 You can ask all the questions you want before you decide. 
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Who can I talk to about this research? 

If you have questions, concerns, or complaints, or think the research has hurt you, 

contact the research team at  

Matthew Simmons 

1115 Polett Walk 

810 Gladfelter Hall 

Philadelphia, PA 19122-6091 

Phone: (215) 204-8491 
 

This research has been reviewed and approved by an Institutional Review Board. 

You may talk to them at (215) 707-3390 or e-mail them at: irb@temple.edu for any of the 

following: 

 Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the 

research team. 

 You cannot reach the research team. 

 You want to talk to someone besides the research team. 

 You have questions about your rights as a research subject. 

 You want to get information or provide input about this research. 

Why is this research being done? 

Although there has been a plethora of literature that investigates the various 

motivations how individuals of African-descent utilize their votes in a collective way to 

obtain the resources that they need. However, there has been no thorough investigation of 

the motivations behind Black voting abstention. This proposal seeks to fill that void by 

exploring why some individuals within the Black community choose not to exercise their 

right to vote. Voter apathy, communal interests, or other factors have historically been 
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utilized to explain why individuals choose to sit on the periphery of the American 

political system. However, the idea that abstaining from voting might serve as a 

liberatory tool for African people has hardly been entertained. In fact, no study has yet 

examined Black voters’ nonparticipation as an exercise in African agency. 

How long will I be in this research? 

We expect that you will be in this research for:  

 The duration of a subject’s participation in the study. 

 The interview timeframe is between 30 minutes to 2 hours depending on what 

the respondent wants to say. 

What happens if I agree to be in this research? 

The subject and interviewer will collaborate to finalize a meeting place and time 

for the interview. The interview will be recorded with a digital sound recorder. The 

interviewer will ask questions related to the subject’s reasoning/rationale to not 

participate in the political process via voting and delve into the reasons why the subject 

take such actions. The interview will approximately take about an hour to complete. If a 

follow-up interview is needed or the subject wants a follow-up interview, then the two 

parties will collaborate to set up the interview. 

What are my responsibilities if I take part in this research? 

To be truthful and honest as possible. 

What happens if I agree to be in this research, but I change my mind later? 

If you decide to leave this research, contact the research team so that the 

investigator can remove you from the study. 
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What happens to the information collected for this research? 

To the extent allowed by law, we limit the viewing of your personal information 

to people who have to review it. We cannot promise complete secrecy. The IRB, Temple 

University, Temple University Health System, Inc. and its affiliates, and other 

representatives of these organizations may inspect and copy your information.  

To the extent allowed by law, we limit the viewing of your personal information 

to people who have to review it. We cannot promise complete secrecy. The IRB, Temple 

University and other representatives of these organizations may inspect and copy your 

information.  

The results of the interviews will be publicly shared via dissertation. 

However, there will be no identifiable materials that will be shared within that 

document. 

Also, the information will be collected and stored via password protected 

digital recorders/recordings 

Pseudo-names given to individuals who participate in interviews. 

Your participation in this study will be seen as consent. 

Can I be removed from this research without my OK? 

The person in charge of this research or the sponsor can remove you from this 

research without your approval. Possible reasons for removal include: individual is 

discovered to not meet requirements of the study. 

What if I am injured because of taking part in this research? 

Not applicable 
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What will I be paid for taking part in this research? 

No. 

What else do I need to know this research? 

Not applicable. 


