CAPTIVATING A NATION: WOMEN'S INDIAN CAPTIVITY AND AMERICAN
NATIONAL IDENTITY, 1787-1830

A Dissertation
Submitted to
The Temple University Graduate Board

In Partial Fulfillment
Of the Requirements for the Degree
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

by
Catherine M. Murray
May 2019

Examining Committee Members

Andrew Isenberg, Advisory Chair, University of Kass
Jessica C. Roney, Department of History

Travis Glasson, Department of History

Daniel K. Richter, External Member, University arihsylvania



©
Copyright

2019

by

Catherine M. Murray

All Rights Reserved



ABSTRACT

Stories of Indian captivity had long interestedgfmAmerican readers.
Throughout the early republic, the genre of womardg&n captivity narratives took on
another significance. "Captivating a Nation" plattes scholarship of Indian captivity in
conversation with American nationalism and revéaésways in which Indian captivity
narratives became the surface upon which Americeagined their nation. "Captivating
a Nation" is an examination of women's Indian captinarratives published between
1787 and 1830. These narratives provided moredh@mtinuous repository of settlers as
victims in an untamed wilderness. They were nareatof nationhood in complex and
contradictory ways. Indian captivity narratives eerpopular genre among readers of the
early American republic. Yet, less than half ofsa@oncerning male captives were
published in multiple editions, while every narvatconcerning a female captive was
republished. Unlike the captivity narratives of merose concerning women were re-
published and re-consumed because settler women taptive to Americans of the
early republic symbolized the tenuousness and vaiil@y of the young nation. That is,
they simultaneously gave voice to fears relatetational stability as well as contained

those fears with the redemption of the woman amdétarn to white society.
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CHAPTER 1
INTROCTION

During the first days of the American invasion &fd, Private Jessica Lynch of
the U.S. Army was abducted by a group of IragiseAgight days in captivity, a team of
American Special Forces rescued Lynch and filmedetrent on a night-vision-camera,
allowing for the government and media to quickiculate her story. In addition to
consistent coverage throughout national newspaperstory was further popularized
through film, includingSaving Private LyncfA&E), Pfc. Jessica Lynch: An American
Story(ABC) andSaving Jessica LyndNBC). Consistently referred to as a "young
blonde female soldier,” Lynch became a familiar bgtrof vulnerability employed as
justification for American military actiorl. Jessica Lynch was not the first example of
modern captivity. Working as American missionaiireg&fghanistan, Dayna Curry and
Heather Mercer were held in captivity by memberthefTaliban. After their rescue their
story gained wide circulation with the 2002 pultiica of Prisoners of Hope: The Story

of Our Captivity and Freedom in Afghanistan.

! Susan Schmidt, and Vernon Loeb. “She Was Fightrtge Death.Washington Pos3
Apr. 2003: Al

2 Birgit Brander Rasmussen, "American Captivity fdtives from the Colonial Era to
the Present: A New Timeline," iimelines of American Literaturedited by Cody
Marrs and Christopher Hager, (Johns Hopkins UnityePyess, 2019), 280-310; Stacy
Takacs, "Jessica Lynch and the Regeneration of karetdentity Post 9/11," iihy We
Fought: America's Wars in Film and Histomglited by Peter C. Rollins (University of
Kentucky Press, 2008), 488-510.



Notions of national security and identity haveddoeen tied to notions of
masculinity? In the midst of the War on Terror, the Bush adstmaition employed
gendered language to frame the actions of the Avaer$pecial Forces in Iraq as
redemption for the failed multilateral containmenticy of the Clinton administratich.
The Bush administration described the United Stasehelpless” and "dependent” and
argued "that only violence" could redeem the danudgeweakened national image.
Although Lynch later contested many of the higldnsationalized details of her
experienceneither the Pentagon nor the White House publidgelled the more

romanticized initial version of her capture. Indethe official narrative produced by the

% For a late nineteenth/early twentieth-century exenof such rhetoric see Gail
Bederman's analysis of Theodore Roosevelt in GadeBmanManliness and
Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Ratethe United States, 1880-1917
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), 1742

* “National Security Strategy Statement,” 2002,
<http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nssall.html>

® Reuel Marc Gerecht, “A Cowering Superpowat/gekly Standarg0 July 2001: 26—
29; Carol Cohn, “Sex and Death in the Rational Wofl Defense Intellectuals,” in
Women on War: An International Anthology of Womé&Migings from Antiquity to the
Present Daniela Gioseffi, ed. (New York: Feminist Pres€dy University of New

York, 2003), 56—68; Carol Cohn, "War, Wimps, andriém: Talking Gender and
Thinking War,” inGendering War TalkEd. Miriam Cooke and Angela Woollacott, eds.
(Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press,3)9927-46; Bradley S. Greenberg, ed.
Communication and Terrorism: Public and Media Resas to 9/11(Cresskill, N. J.:
Hampton Press, 2002); Andrew BaceviBimerican Empire: The Realities and
Consequences of U.S. Diplomagyambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2002);
John Howard and Laura Prividera, “Rescuing Patnar Saving ‘Jessica Lynch’: The
Rhetorical Construction of the American Woman Saidiwomen & Languag7.2
(2004): 89-98.
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U.S. government mapped perfected onto women'sriradigtivity narratives of the early

Republic.

The re-emergence of the captivity narrative indbetext of the Irag War is
significant and demonstrates the how notions ofigercaptivity and nation remain
inextricably connectedThe stories of Lynch, Curry, and Meraided by many of the
conventions of the Indian captivity narrative, imtihg emphasis on the frailty of white
women, the imperial victim, as well as the congtaucof the "other." Whether the
captors were Shawnee, Creek, or Iraqi, the imagevdiite woman rescued from
captivity was the surface upon which the nation alesirated masculine virtues of

strength and bravery.

Indian captivity narratives have long intrigued Amoan readers. According to
Frank Mott's comprehensive study of American bediess, the narratives of Mary
Rowlandson (1682) John Williams (1707) and Maryidem(1824) were the only
narratives to earn such a distinctfoAside from a consistent popularity of Rowlandson
and Williams’ texts throughout the mid-eighteengmiiry, it was not for another century
with the publication of Jemison’s narrative in 18R4t a captivity narrative achieved

best-seller status. While European settlers weeganted in the captivity of men and

® Frank Luther MottGolden Multitude: The Story of the Best SellerthinUnited States
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1947), x, 7. Tthem best-seller first came into
use in 1910 and referred to books which were wedhba of their contemporaries in sales
figures. Specifically, in order for a book to qigliits sales figures had to meet “one
percent of the total population of the contineluaites States for the decade in which the
book was published.” Although books may have bexdeh abroad, American sales were
the only figures considered in the total.
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women, it seems as though those of the early redtfmriod were mostly interested in
the captivity of women.

"Captivating a Nation" is an examination of womdnuian captivity narratives
published between 1787 and 1830. My sources indludgish language texts published
or republished between 1787 and 1830, purportidgetoon-fiction, which centered on
the experiences of an Anglo-American woman heldieapy Indigenous people. These
texts include personal narratives, newspaper a¢spdapositions and biographies. Even
though scholars have asserted that Anglo-Ameriegeme not the only victims of
captivity, the historical record is relatively siteon the captivity of Indigenous people by
European societiésThus, the genre of captivity narrative has pergteit the stereotype
of white settlers as victims of Indigenous violent@aptivating a Nation" seeks to
understand how the trope of settler victim, asaldited throughout women's captivity

narratives, allowed Americans to imagine a nation.

*kkkkkkhkhhkhhkhhx

Long before the arrival of Europeans, taking cagstiwas a part of warfare among

many Indigenous societies of North Americ&aptive taking, while it directly affected

" June Namias/Vhite Captives: Gender and Ethnicity on the AmeriEeontier, (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1993), 5.

8several factors motivated Indians to take captiGapture was often an outcome of war,
and at times even a form of adoption. See, Aldemgtian and Daniel Richter, “Crossing
the Cultural Divide: Indians and New Englander€)3-6763,"Proceedings of the
American Antiquarian Societyol. 90. (1980), pp. 23-9%0r more on captives and
adoption, see June Namidghite Captives: Gender and Ethnicity on the America
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only a small portion of the population, loomed krg the American imagination as a
cultural and political threat. Although both merdamomen have been the subjects of
captivity narratives, women'’s accounts far outnumben’s. More importantly, men’s
narratives never reached the popularity of the wosnexts? Thus, women'’s accounts
were published and re-published, consumed andmsueoed because settler women
taken captive seemed to Americans of the late-eggtih and early-nineteenth century to

symbolize the tenuousness and vulnerability ofytiieng nation.

Indian captivity narratives were highly mediated &rmulaic texts:® That is,

while some editors inserted themselves more exlplioci more often than others, the role

Frontier, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pred993); Pauline Turner Strong,
“Transforming Outsiders: Captivity, Adoption, an&&ry Reconsidered,” in Philip J.
Deloria and Neal Salisbury, ed€ompanion to American Indian Histor§Mialden,
Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishing, 2002), pp-3386; Colin G. CallowayDawnland
Encounters: Indians and Europeans in Northern Nengl&nd Hanover, NH, 1991);
James Brook<Captives and Cousins: Slavery, Kinship, and Conitpimthe Southwest
Borderlands (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre2§03); For more on
Indian slave trade in the American Southeast anklationship to British imperial
growth see Alan GallgyThe Indian Slave Trad@he Rise of the English Empire in the
American South, 1670-171{New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002).

° Namias, Pg. 7. In New England alone 1,641 whifetices were taken between 1675
and 1763. Alden T. Vaughan and Richard W. Clarlyp€of Common Calamity:
Puritan Captivity Narratives as Literature and bfigf’ in Alden T. Vaughan and Richard
W. Clark ed, Puritans among the Indians: Accounts of Captiaityl Redemption, 1676-
1724 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981),&€e%ea A. Toulous@he
Captive’s Position: Female Narrative, Male Identignd Royal Authority in Colonial
New England(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pre&s)7), 1-2, 171.

19 Many scholars have argued that the “Indian captivarrative was the first American
literary form dominated by women'’s experiences'vagbme of the more well-known
narratives being reprinted in several editions., Bewid T. Haberly, “Women Indians:
The Last of the Mohicarend the Captivity Tradition American QuarterlyVol. 28, No
4 (Autumn 1976), 431-444; Phillips D. Carleton, & imdian Captivity,”American
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of editor was never absent in the communicatioa cdptive's story and therefore, cannot
be ignored when analyzing these sources. Secoadottiformity to a set sequence of
literary conventions as well as the replicatiotiamiguage among various captivity
narratives also provokes skeptism. However, rattean circling around this seemingly
unanswerable question of veracity, a more prodadine of inquiry seeks to undersand
why women's captivity narrarives remained poputat how we can use them to

understand ideas related to American nationalism.

Even though women's captivity narratives were nligedy to be republished than
men's captivity narratives, the scholarship whiah focused on the role of captivity in
American history has over-privileged sources inalhinen were the subject. For
instance, the work of Richard Slotkin includeddigxamination of women's Indian
captivity narratives in his broader analysis ofl@i@e and mythmaking in American
identity. Rather, Slotkin focused much of his asalyon texts concerning Daniel Boone,
often referred to as “the patriarch of BackwoodsBers." Yet, as historian Timothy

Shannon contends, Boone’s experience as documeytsshn Filson in the 1784

Literature, 15 (1943-1944), 170; Kathryn Zabelle Derouniaodgsta, edWomen'’s
Indian Captivity Narratives(New York: Penguin Books, 1998); Evelyn Keitel,
“Captivity Narratives and the Powers of Horror: ExenWilliams and Mary Jemison,
Captives Unredeemed]’850-1850: Ideas, Aesthetics, and Inquiries inEady Modern
Era, Vol. 5 (New York: AMS Press, 2000); Lisa Voiitlriting Captivity in the Early
Modern Atlantic: Circulations of Knowledge and Aaitity in the Iberian and English
Imperial World,(Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolinaéys, 2009)

For more on the ways in which male editors staridaddmodels of femaleness in
women’s captivity narratives, see Lorrayne Cari®tgtorical Drag: Gender
Impersonation, Captivity and the Writing of Histofl{ent: Kent State University Press,
2007).



appendix ofThe Discovery Settlement and Present State of Kleptshould not be
considered among the genre of Indian captivityatares' In fact, the title of Boone's
story “The Adventures of Col. Daniel Boon, Onelwé First Settlers Comprehending
Every Important Occurrence in the Political Histofithat Province,” stands in stark
contrast to the titles of almost every women'sdndiaptivity narrative. Yet, Boone
remained a staple in the genre, as he was once agamnorialized in 1833 with Timothy
Flint's two hundred-fifty two pages of he Biographical Memoir of Daniel Boone, the
First Settler of Kentucky? While many of the tropes found in women's Indiaptivity
narratives were largely absent from Boone's, ormagtsimilarity existed. Flint's
publication of Boone's story reflected the rigidiadization of Indigenous peoples, which
was consistent with other publications of the réeeth century.
I

Many feminist theorists have argued that “the métie premised on an
inside/outside dichotomy that places women, hearitl,home at the center or foundation
and, at the same time, on the periphery of the sate. Thus, the analytical tool of

gender and the theorectical framework of Joan Whlcott has been indispensible to

1 John FilsonThe Discovery Settlement and Present State of Kketnd an Essay
Toward the Topography and Natural History of thafplortant CountryfWilmington,
Delaware: Printed by James Adams, 1784); Timott8hdnnonlndian Captive, Indian
King: Peter Williamson in America and Britai(Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
2018).

2 Timothy Flint, The Biographical Memoir of Daniel Boone, the Figstttler of
Kentucky; Interspersed with Incidents in the Edktynals of the CountryOhio: N. and
G. Guilford and Co, 1833 reprint 1845 by George iai).



this project:* Recent scholarship continues to expand on Seattk with an inquiry

into the ways in which the image of white womenyplha role as authorziing figures of
American identity. Specifically, scholars such @ Smith-Rosenberg have used the
eighteenth-century novels of Charles Brockden Brawd Susanna Rowson to

understand the ways in which Americans inventethtieves as national subjects.

13 Joan Wallach Scott, “Gender: A Useful Categorfisitorical Analysis,’American
Historical Review91 (December 1986), 1054-1073; Joan Wallach SGethder and the
Politics of History(New York: Columbia University Press, 1988) Uspuststructuralist
and psychoanalytical theories, Joan Scott defimedigr as “a constitutive element of
social relationships based on perceived differebedseen the sexes.” Drawing Scott’s
groundbreaking work in 1986, scholars have continoeeask new questions in areas such
as war, diplomacy, and politics. These actionsteamore fully understood through the
lens of gender.

14 For an analysis of the new wave of women’s hisiorhe 1970s see Gerda Lerner,
“Placing Women in History: Definitions and Challexsy’ inFeminist Studigsvol. 3,
No. 1/2 (Autumn, 1975), 5. For more on women anadge in the colonial and early
republic see Linda K. KerbevWomen of the Republic: Intellect & Ideology in
Revolutionary AmericéChapel Hill, N.C., 1980), 229. For an analysishe intellectual
antecedents of republican motherhood see Mary Betton, Liberty's Daughters: The
Revolutionary Experience of American Women, 175 {Boston, 1980); Mary Beth
Norton, "The Evolution of White Women's ExperiengdEarly America," American
Historical Review 89 (June 1984): 93-619; Jan LeWitie Republican Wife: Virtue and
Seduction in the Early Republic," The William & MaQuarterly 44 (Oct. 1987): 689-
721; Ruth H. Bloch, "American Feminine Ideals imfsition: The Rise of the Moral
Mother, 1785-1815," Feminist Studies 4 (June 1918)-26; Bloch, "The Gendered
Meanings of Virtue in Revolutionary America," Sigh3 (Autumn 1987): 37-58.
Rosemarie Zagarri builds on this analysis in heclar “Morals, Manners, and the
Republican Mother,” American Quarterly, Johns HogKkuniversity Press, Vol. 44, No.
2 (Jun., 1992), pp. 192-215. For an analysis oRéeolutionary War’s impact on
women sedinda KerberNo Constitutional Right to be Ladies: Women and the
Obligations of CitizenshigfNew York: Hill and Wang, 1998); Susan Klepp.
Revolutionary Conceptions: Women, Fertility, andrfig Limitation in America, 1760-
1820.(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre2§09); Rosemarie Zagarri.
Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in tlaglfEAmerican Republic
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pres€70



This dissertation complements this argument thramghnalysis of women's Indian
captivity narratives published throughout the e&®gpublic. The narratives analyzed
throughout this project inscribed the complexia@sl ambguities, which were central to
the construction of this national identity.

Much of the scholarship concerning Anglo-Americaptivity narratives has
stressed the ways in which the genre has used Safpml typification” in order to
bolster notions of "civilized" identities in a "saye" environment. This approach is akin
to Edward Said’s contention that the representaifdithe Other” is an integral element

in the construction of identiti€s.Within this framework, scholars have approached

Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, "Subject Female: AuthagzAmerican Identity,” ilAmerican
Literary History, Vol. 5, No. 3 Eighteenth Century American CultiBéudies (Autumn
1993), pp. 481-511.

15 Edward SaidCulture and ImperialisnandOrientalism(1978). Scholars have often
viewed the development of American identity throwgimparison. Jack P. Greene,
Pursuits of Happiness: The Social Development oliyEBritish Colonies and the
Formation of American CulturéChapel Hill, NC, 1988); Green&he Intellectual
Construction of American Exceptionalism and Idgrtibm 1491-180QChapel Hill, NC,
1993). Greene offers an intellectual history of Alren identity and therefore indigenous
people as well as captives play minimal role inargument.

For scholarship that often uses Greene as a poilgpgarture see, Robert Olwell
and Alan Tully, edsCultures and Identities in Colonial British Amerjd8altimore,
MD, 2006); Joyce ChaplirBubject Matter: Technology, the Body, and Sciemcéhe
Anglo-American Frontier, 1500-167@Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001);
Kariann YokotaUnbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Beean
Postcolonial Nation(New York: Oxford University, 2011); James Axtélinagining
the Other: First Encounters in North AmericBgyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial
North America(New York: Oxford University Press, 1992); Eve Kbeld,
“Encountering the Other: American Intellectuals &mdians in the 1790sWilliam and
Mary Quarterly3d. ser., 52 (April 1995): 287-314; Philip J. DédgPlaying Indian
(New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1998).
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captivity narratives from a cultural, ethno-histadi or gendered perspective. Beginning
with Roy Harvey Pearce and Richard Slotkin, thetmkars argued that Indian captivity
narratives perpetuated a mythology of violenceudirig American views of the
"savage.™® For these scholars, captivity narratives offerdntgnt insights into "Euro-
American character and society." Mid-twentieth ceyptanthropologists, such as William
N. Fenton, suggested the utility of captivity néixes in an effort to understand "Indian-
white relations.” Building on Fenton's suggestion, James Axtell eiszime of the
earliest studies on white captives and adoptees & ethno-historical perspectitfe.

Landmark studies of Roy Harvey Pearce and Richkoi#i§ may have
established the foundation of this historiograghyt, recent scholarship has used their
work as a point of departure. For instance, Lalihgtcher Ulrich used captivity
narratives in her analysis of women's roles in s@menth-century New England.

According to Ulrich, captivity allowed women to asse the role of heroine as those

18 Roy Harvey Pearce, "The Significance of the CétytiNarrative,"American
Literature, XIX (1947), 1-2-; Richard SlotkirRegeneration through Violence: The
Mythology of the American Frontier, 1600-18@0iddletown, Conn., 1973).

" william N. Fenton American Indian and White Relations to 1830: Nemut$
Opportunities for Stud¢Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pred€57), 3-27.

18 According to Axtell, in colonial New England, teeperience of Indian captivity was
primarily an experience of women and children, mgkhe roles of women a basic
feature of captivity narratives. See James Axtéhe White Indians of Colonial
America,” William and Mary QuarterlyXXXIl (January 1975), 58-59; James Axtell,
The European and the Indian: Essays in the Ethmatyif Colonial North American
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1981), 172-18&e also, Alden T. Vaughan and
Daniel K. Richter, "Crossing the Cultural Dividedians and New Englanders, 1605-
1763," AAS 90 (Apr. 16, 1980): 23-99.
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described in the narratives were often “an inno€mistian seized by rude savages and
subjected to capricious taunts and torments méajanly by Providential intervention.”
¥ For Ulrich, some women “interpreted their captivituch as the ministers did, as a
spiritual quest for courage, while others accefitad both an opportunity and a triaf.”
Building on the work of Ulrich, scholars such asdiNamias, Pauline Strong and
Teresea A. Toulouse, have demonstrated the wayhiah captivity narratives were a
reflection of Euro-American "notions of gender, sa&lity and society.” According to
these scholars, “white captives were centerpiectéssiory and literature from the

earliest days of European and Native American aritd Although these perspectives

9 Laurel Thatcher UlrichGood Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives of Woimen
Northern New EnglandNew Y ork: Oxford University, 1980, 202-203.

20 Ulrich, 213.

21 June Namiasd/Vhite Captives: Gender and Ethnicity on the Amerigeontier (Chapel
Hill, NC, 1995); Pauline Strong;aptive Selves, Captivating Others: The Politicd an
Poetics of Colonial American Captivity NarrativéBoulder, Colorado, Westview Press,
1999); Teresea A. Toulousthe Captive’s Position: Female Narrative, Male Idgn

and Royal Authority in Colonial New Englan@hiladelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2007). See also Alden T. Vaughan and Ridhva@lark, “Cups of Common
Calamity: Puritan Captivity Narratives as Literatand History,” in Alden T. Vaughan
and Richard W. Clarled, Puritans among the Indians: Accounts of Captigityl
Redemption, 1676-172@Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981); Qarkbersole,
Captured by Texts: Puritans to Postmodern Imagésdiin Captivity(Charlottesville,
Va., 1995); Jill LeporeThe Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origiihfomerican
Identity. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1998). Lepore arguémat we cannot only trace
the origins of “American identity” in Puritanismubmore broadly in colonial history.
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have produced rich scholarship, their conclusioashaavily drawn from seventeenth
and eighteenth century sources, which perpetuat@stzalance indicative of the
scholarship of Perry Miller. Miller analyzed sevesmth-century captivity narratives of
Puritan women in order to understand the formaoictthe self-conscious and self-
described American individual.” For Miller, thesausces “helped to promote an
American discourse” regarding identifg. Relying too heavily on narratives such as
those of Mary Rowlandson or Hannah Duston, hadédunihe scope of scholarly
guestions.

"Captivating a Nations" seeks to address this i@ within the scholarship of
Indian captivity. Rather than emphasizing sourcesvd from Puritan New England, my

source base includes all women's Indian captivatyatives published between 1787 and

22 See Perry MillerThe New England Mind From Colony to Provin@@ambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1953); Perry Mill&éhe Life and Mind in America From the
Revolution to the Civil Wa(New York: Harcourt Press, 1965). For works ipart of
Miller's conclusions regarding the influence of Pams on American thought, see Sacvan
Bercovitch,The Puritan Origins of the American S@\few Haven, Conn., 1975) with a
new preface from Bercovitch see the 2011 reissbéghed by Yale University Press;
Bercovitch,The American Jeremia@ladison, Wis., 1978).

However, scholars, such as Eliga Gould and JoyepIth have done much to highlight
the limitations of Miller's arguments. For thesadalars, Puritan New England cannot
serve as a microcosm of early America, nor as tofywe for American national identity.
For more on the limitations of Miller's argumengesgliga Gould, “Entangled Atlantic
Histories: A Response from the Anglo-American Pleeily” in The American Historical
ReviewVol. 112, No. 5 (December 2007), pp. 1415-1423¢cé E. Chaplin, "Expansion
and Exceptionalism in Early American Historydurnal of American Histor@9, no. 4
(2003): 1431-1451. Andrew Delbanddje Puritan Ordea{Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1989); Jack P. Gredharsuits of Happiness: The Social Development
of Early Modern British Colonies and the FormatiohAmerican CulturéChapel Hill,
N.C., 1988).
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1830. Scholars of the early American republic Havgely omitted the study of these
sources in connection with broader questions abnaRather, most examinations of
women's Indian captivity narratives are relegatethé pre-Revolutionary period.
Examining the genre from 1787-1830 encourages achad abandon the tendency to
focus on the narratives from Puritan New Englamdi, @so reveals the contradictory and

complex ways in which Americans imagined their orati

Although questions related to nationalism and matiedentity have been largely
ignored by those who study women's Indian captinéyratives, one notable exception

comes from the work of British historian Linda Gll*

Colley calls for a contextual
analysis of captivity narratives not just to undensl individuals under stress, but also to
understand “changing power relations over tiffeColley places American captivity
narratives in a larger British imperial frame, armguthat in re-telling their stories
captives re-examined definitions of race and nafibnand “impacted richly on British
culture at home?® Through consumption of these captivity narrativks, British were
able to frame themselves, the conquerors, as \8dtimn imperial competition. Thus,

Colley argues, captivity narratives facilitatediaperial identity, rather than a national

identity.

Z Linda Colley,Captives: Britain, Empire, and the World, 1600-188%w York:
Random House, 2002), 3.

% Colley, 93, 98.

% Colley, 16, 75.
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Scholars such as Strong and Toulouse, point tsidegender and cultural

distinctions as the primary framework of the caiptigenre, but such interpretations omit
other defining elements of the genre throughouetmy Republic. The captivity genre
of the early republic continued to reflect culturahstructions of gender and race, but the
genre also allowed Americans to grapple with idgfasation building. Indeed, even
those narratives published in the 1790s which betavents from the Seven Years War
framed the accounts as part of an origin storyHernation. The question of how notions
of gender and captivity became so inextricably emted with national imagination is an

important one.

A foundational principle of this dissertation is @mderstanding of nationalism.
Contemporary scholarship proceeds from the undwetstg that nations are constructed
around ideological systems of difference. Accordm@enedict Anderson, the process
of imagining new nations was one of “awakening afions to self-consciousness: it
inventsnations where they do not exist.” Nationalism “Wess experienced than
imagined . . . through visual symbols such as flaggps, statuary, micro-cosmic

ceremonials?® Nations are not organic but constructed. Theyiraegjined because the

% Benedict Andersorimagined Communities: Reflections on the Origing Spread of
Nationalism.(1983), 6, 319. See also, C.J. Hayessays on NationalisniNew York:
Macmillan, 1966); John BreuillNationalism and the StatéManchester: Manchester
University Press, 1982); Ernest Gellndgtions and Nationalisp(lthaca: Cornell
University Press, 1983).

Some theorists argue, "a nation only reproduceff &s a nation to the extent
that, through a network of apparatuses and dadlgtfmes, the individual is instituted as
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“members of even the smallest nation will neverdmoost of their fellow-members,
meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the mirfidsoh lives the image of their
communion.” Like Anderson, "Captivating a Natiordhtends that the printed word was

central to the construction of national identity.

Historians have offered many ways to understane@ithergence of national
identity in the United States, yet they have dam@shout considering women's Indian
captivity narratives. In most cases this literatiaeginning with Bernard Bailyn and
Gordon Wood, over-privileges institutions alonghwiiheir supporting discourses as the

most salient forms of historical analyéf<Even scholars such as John Murrin, who

homo nationalis?® Balibar, Etienne. "The Nation Form: History aneédtbgy." Trans.
Immanuel Wallerstein and Chris Turner. Review, BehBraudel Center for the Study
of Economies, Historical Systems, and Civilizatidi3s(1990): 345.

27 Anderson, 15-16. Drawing from this broad undersiag of the nation, national
identity should also be understood as a constwiith depends on the continuous
process of defining itself against a host of “otliePeter Sahlins, quoted in Lloyd
Kramer, “Historical Narratives and the Meaning atidnalism,”Journal of the History
of Ideas58, no. 3 (1997): 526.

For more on the nation as a cultural artifact, Geeff Eley and Ronald Grigor
Suny, “Introduction: From the Moment of Social tist to the Work of Cultural
Representation,” in Geoff Eley and Ronald Grigongeds.,Becoming National(New
York: Oxford University Press), 3-38. This projeelies on the analysis of Homi K.
Bhabha, edNation and Narration(New York: Routledge, 1990) and Dror Wahrman,
The Making of the Modern Self: Identity and Cultir&ighteenth-Century England
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004).

2 \While other scholars predate the work of Bailyd &iood, here | am referring to a
historiography which begins in the mid-twentietimeey. See, Bernard Bailyithe
Ideological Origins of the American Revolutig@ambridge: Harvard University Press,
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argued that “American national identity was an yeted and extremely fragile creation
of the Revolution,” nevertheless cited the Congtituas a link for the diverse states of
the newly formed natior?’ In contrast to historians who have located thedtation of
the American nation with the Declaration of Indegemce, scholars such as Eliga Gould
argued that “far more than liberalism and repuldlismn, the revolutionaries’ emphasis on
peace through treaty-worthiness explains why Ana@saultimately opted for a national
union” over a confederation of stat&syYet, such analysis based on politics as
governance and law highlights American’s confideimceaeir political experiment and
fulfillment of Enlightenment goal$- Over the past few decades, the understandingeof th
emergence of American national identity has mowethér and farther away from a strict
political and ideological source. David Waldstreichworking in the tradition of
Benedict Anderson, has argued that nationalismneaighe creation of an innate

concept, but rather was forged from the publiclwglgons of the late eighteenth and

1967); Gordon S. Woodreation of the American Republic, 1776-178hapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1969).

29 John M. Murrin, “A Roof Without Walls: The Consttton and the Dilemma of
American National Identity,Beyond Confederation: Origins of the Constitutioma
American National Identityedited by Richard Beeman et al. (Chapel Hill: Unsity of
North Carolina Press, 1987), 333-348, quotatiopage 339.

%0 Eliga H. Gould Among the Powers of the Earth: The American Reieniznd the
Making of a New World Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard Universitg£r2012),
1,2,10-11.

31 Kariann Yokota, “Postcolonialism and Material Cué in the Early United States,” in
The William and Mary Quarter)yThird Series, Vol. 64, No. 2 (Apr., 2007), pp325/70.
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early nineteenth centuri@&Recent scholarship contends that the construofioational
identity can be located in rituals, festivals, gmiht culture®® An inclusion of women's
Indian captivity narratives would allow scholarspoint culture to understand more fully
the contradictory ways in which national identitperged.

"Captivating a Nation" draws on the scholarshipnafian captivity as well as
gender and puts it in conversation with the histasiof nationalism and national identity.
Analyzing women's Indian captivity narratives isifialational for understanding the
emergence of American national identity becausadburages scholars to focus on the
vulnerability of the nation rather than its inetiléty. The project of American national
identity was problematic. How were the citizenshaf newly formed United States going
to distinguish themselves as something more thaogeans living in America? How
were they going to erase the well established Eaopconography of the "Indian

woman" as represetative of America? Americansraptished this by identifying the

32 David Waldstreichern the Midst of Perpetual Fetes: The Making of Aoan
Nationalism, 1776-1820Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres89r.

33 For more on the popular expression of nationattitie see Simon P. Newman,
Parades and the Politics of the Street: Festivei@alin the Early American Republic
(Philadelphia, 1997); David Waldstreichér,the Midst of Perpetual Fetes: The Making
of American Nationalism, 1776—1820hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1997); Joanne B. Freemakffairs of Honor: National Politics in the New Réybic (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 2001); Peter Chatllefer, Sensory Worlds in Early
America(Baltimore: , 2003); Jeffrey L. Pasley, Andrew Rbbertson, and David
Waldstreicher, edsBeyond the Founders: New Approaches to the Pdliticstory of
the Early American Republ{€hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres€);
Carol Smith Rosenberghis Violent Empire: The Birth of an American Natb
Identity,(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres€1D).
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original inhabitants of North America as "Indianas'well as by representing these
"Indians” as "inhuman savages." In doing so, theyam a long process in which the
"burgeoning commerical press produced, reprodunedeought into dialogic
interaction a host of diverse, often ideologicalhtithetical discourse§*Because the
project of American national identity was inhergrtbntradictory and unstable, a "host
of negative others worked to solidfy the new Amanicsubject." Women's Indian
captivity narratives were one mechanism througtctvithese others were constructed
while simultaneously attempting to offer a coherémiterican national identity.

"Captivating a Nation" takes an interdisciplinappaoach to understanding the
past. Several aspects of my approach resonategusticolonial theory: interrogating
binary oppositions between Euro-Americans and kenligis peoples, reading captivity
narratives as texts of contradiction and ambigsiitéend interpreting the discursive
relationship between white settler and Indigenaespfes as interdependent, albeit
asymmetrical®® Reader response theory provides some framewowhih texts can be
deciphered "using a set of generic, stylistic, thgey cultural, ideological and literary

expectations that readers bring to texts and ththibas play with and in around in the

34 Smith-Rosenberg, "Subject Female: Authorizing Aiceert Identity,” 484. See also
Mikhail Bakhtin, Dialogic Imagination: Four Essaydrans. Caryl Emerson and Michael
Holquist. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1984gpecially pages 259-422.

% See Ann Laura Stoler and Frederick Cooper, Beissions of Empire: Colonial
Cultures in a Bourgeois Worl@Berkeley, Calif., 1997)1-56; Karen Ordahl Keppam
ed.,America in European Consciousness, 1493-1@pel Hill, N.C., 1995),
especially pages 391-408; Lisa Voigtriting Captivity in the Early Modern Atlantic:
Circulations of Knowledge and Authority in the lizer and English Imperial Worlds
(Chapel Hill, N.C., 2009), 30-32.



19
creation of texts® Yet, unlike the history of the book or novel in Arita, capturing the
reader of captivity narratives is much more comp@aptivity narratives were published
in a variety of formats, pamphlets, anthologiesysmapers, almanacs, as well as school
primers for children. Therefore, without subscoptiists, | am unable to quantify the
reader of captivity narratives. This does not préelme from making some claims about
the use and appeal of women's captivity narratiVhs.ubiquitous nature of captivity
narratives seems to indicate that cost would ne¢ leeen a prohibitive factor as it may
have been with other published works. In an etiodetermine the appeal of a particular
narrative, | consider its publication history, inding when and where it was originally
published, as well as how many editions were issuaido trace the format in which
captivity narratives appeared to the American redéer instance, some narratives, such
as Jemima Howe's appeared in a variety of formadsuimately reached innumerable
readers as it was included in works by two of thesninfluential educators of the early
Republic, Noah Webster and Caleb Bingh&r8uch assessment, although inconclusive,

give us glimpses of how captivity narratives wezad in the early Republic.

% Cathy N. DavidsonRevolution and the Word: The Rise of the Novaldrth America
(New York: Oxford University, 1986), 4.

37 Noah WebsterAn American Selection of Lessons in Reading andkamg

Calculated to Improve the Minds and Refine the &asf Youth; To Which are Prefixed
Rules of Elocution and Directions for Expressing Brincipal Passions of the Mind
(Philadelphia: Published by David Hogan, 1809);eBaingham;The America
Preceptor: Being a Selection of Lessons for ReadimySpeaking, Designed for the Use
of Schools(Boston: Maning and Loring for Hall, 1794)
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While "Captivating a Nation" does not make a histgraphical intervention in
the New Indian history, it nevertheless draws ugpuaech scholarship. Over a century ago,
the historian Frederick Jackson Turner locatecstuece of American identity in settlers’
encounter with the wilderness and their transfoionatf that wilderness into
civilization. “The existence of an area of freadaits continuous recession, and the
advance of American settlement westward, explaireAean development,” Turner
wrote 3 James Merrell, Daniel K. Richter and Philip Dedgramong others have long
ago corrected the Turnerian approach of early Araerhistory>° Rather than remaining
in the background, these scholars have arguedrttigenous peoples were central to the

meta narrative of American history.

% Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance offhentier in American History,”
Annual Report of the American Historical Associafior the Year 1898Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1894), 199-22¢cArding to Turner, “The existence
of an area of free land, its continuous recessind,the advance of American settlement
westward explain American development.” In settlingse frontiers, migrants created a
distinctive American outlook.

39 James Merrell, “The Indians New World: The Catavtxperience,William and
Mary Quarterly 3rd ser., 41 (October 1984), 564; James Mefi®time Thoughts on
Colonial Historians and American Indian$Villiam and Mary Quarterly(1989), 94-99;
Daniel K. Richter,The Ordeal of the Longhouse: The Peoples of trgubis League in
the Era of European Colonizatig@€hapel Hill, N.C., 1992); Daniel K. Richtdfacing
East from Indian Country: A Native History of Eafynerica (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2001); Philip Deloriadians in Unexpected Placgsawrence, Kan.:
University Press of Kansas, 2004). See also Ndasay, “The Indians’ Old World:
Native Americans and the coming of Europeali¢ifliam and Mary Quarterly(1996),
449-453; William CrononChanges in the Land: Indians, Colonists and thel@&mpof
New EnglandNew York: Hill and Wang, 1983);
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The wide circulation of captivity stories throughalue early republic forces
scholars to consider regionally contested bordeeswider context. Part of the aim of
"Captivating a Nation" is to encourage further cections between the scholarship of the
captivity genre and nation building. Those who wrot captivity offer historians an
opportunity to understand not only the challendgesrganizing western settlement, but
also how early Americans constructed an understgnafi their nation. Because this
project is focused on a process of articulation,mnan concern was to address the genre
of women's Indian captivity across a broad timeqokein each of the chapters, certain
narratives are highlighted in more detail to den@is the ways in which certain
political events influenced the discourse usediwithe genre. My methodology assumes
that the ideas and practice of the discourse aupodrse will be multiple, inconsistent
and at times contradictof}.Therefore, rather than reconcile the inconsistsany
methodology interrogates the different ways in watideas of nation were constructed
throughout the early republic.

Chapter one covers the era before the War of 18ttRam analysis of women's
Indian captivity narratives published between 1Z8d 1811. It reveals that women'’s
Indian captivity narratives were more than formalexpressions of binary differences

between white settlers and Indigenous peoples.aRatditors of these narratives

0 This methodology builds on traditional intelledthistory and stems largely from
Michel Foucault. See Michel Foucauower/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other
Writings, trans. Colin Gordon (New York: Pantheon, 1972). &amples of other
scholarly uses of this methodology see Thomas Lewciflaking Sex: Body and Gender
from the Greeks to Freu@ambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 196@)
BedermanManliness and Civilization: A Cultural History ofe@der and Race in the
United States, 1880-191{Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995).
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emphasized Indigenous attacks on the homes of ws#itiers in order to share the
outrages over the loss of life and property thefabdgovernment inadequately
guaranteed. In doing so, home became a metaphpafion. Through the trope of settler
victimization, readers were able to identify wiletprotagonist, her home and family.
Consistent descriptions of Indians “plundering loeise of all its valuables,” before they
took “unfortunate women” as captives, encourageaAcan readers to perceive
grievances against an individual, including both litss of life and property, as
grievances against the nation. Narratives of womisuaivival of their ordeals were
implicit testimonies to the ability of the natiaself to survive, while their graphic
accounts of suffering justified further expansintoinative territory. These captivity
narratives thus functioned as narratives of natiodhin complex and contradictory
ways.

Chapter two continues with an examination of twpuydar narratives of the
1790s. This chapter focuses primarily on the cégtivarratives of Jemima Howe (1792)
and Susannah Johnson (1796) because they refleteagsting development in the
publication of captivity narratives. Although batlomen were taken captive from New
Hampshire during the 1750s, their narratives wetgablished until the 1790s. To
Americans in the 1790s, the Seven Years War haonbe@ leading symbol in the
creation of an American history, and Howe and Johrised long enough to be thought
of as some of the last members of this generaienause both narratives were written
and published well after the events occurred, tiegame part of a collective memory, a

national past. Their experiences were intimate @usoof a national discourse in which
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knowledge of the outcome, that is, English victangl the virtual elimination of French
territory in North America at the conclusion of warl763, frames the entire story. Yet,
the narratives did not emphasize the English wetout rather recast the story as part of
the U.S. past. The narratives of Howe and Johnsored a broader purpose in
constructing an American mythology. Memories oftoaty during the Seven Years war
played an important role in creating a collectiease of national viability, as Jemima
Howe's narrative was included consistently in C@eigham'sAmerican Preceptoas
well as Noah Webstersn American Selection of Lessons in Reading ardkpg
Bingham and Webster were prominent educators iedhnky Republic, who advocated
for a uniform curriculum in public schools. Thenirpers, which were designed to instill
knowledge as well as the "ideals of republican durtgl patriotism," consistently included
the captivity of Jemima How#.Both of these works were bestsellers in the early
Republic*?

I connect the captivity narratives of two women,riyl@mith and Eunice Barber,
both published in 1818, with other printed matesiahcluding newspapers, as well as
Congressional debates in chapter 3. Such anabsisls that by 1818 editors of some
captivity narratives were not only influencing reasito view individual captivity
experiences as grievances against a nation, mtakind the redemption of these
captives with American military action. The captyvharratives of Smith and Barber not

only mobilized the image of white women to justifyther dispossession of Indigenous

41 Davidson, 63-65.

42 Davidson, 66.
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peoples, but also bolstered the image of a burggamitional figure, Andrew Jackson.
Thus, through women’s captivity defense of theorabecame closely intertwined with
defense of normative gender identities, which edswlered them natural and innate.
These narratives provided legitimacy to the nativough the normative gendered
constructions of masculinity and femininity. By diting national leaders, such as
Andrew Jackson for the redemption of Smith and Bgrbaptivity narratives reflected
the prominence of military nationalism in the esdwing the War of 1812. As the
young nation struggled to establish its sovereigm&uropean, especially British, eyes,
the editors of these narratives used the rhetérfierale vulnerability and militarist
sentiment to bolster the ideological project ofiora! identity. That is, women'’s
captivity narratives encouraged the diverse citzefrthe young country to accept the
role of its military in protecting and securing theundaries of an expanding nation. In
this way, the nation was embodied in Jackson, dsawén the female captives he was
credited with redeeming.

The final chapter sketches the ways in which Indiaptivity expanded its impact
on American culture as it became a central focysoptlar literary publications between
1823 and 1827, including James Fenimore Cooperilskwewn novelThe Last of the
Mohicansand Catharine Maria Sedgwick#ope Leslie; or Early Times in the
Massachusettsret, the popularity of both of these works wabpsed by an Indian
captivity narrativeNarrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary JemisdBxamination of these
texts in conversation with one another not onlyesds how Americans' interest in an

origin story was inextricably connected with ide&$ndian captivity, but also the ways
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in which this origin story became increasingly adizied. The captivity drama was
designed to accentuate difference, and while lizeidistereotypes may have been
implicit throughout the genre, by the 1820s sudfedince was more likely to be
codified into racial classification supported byesce. In many ways the removal
policies of the 1830s were a manifestation of teas presented in the literary works of
Cooper and Sedgwick as well as the narrative ofstamThat is, Americans
increasingly relegated Indigenous peoples to thiplpery, whether that be in the form of
print culture or legislation. Americans were cotesigly imagining and creating a nation
less likely to include non-white citizens.

Captivity narratives offer a window into discusssasf national identity, which
emerged out of virulent political struggle. Womeo&ptivity narratives reveal to us
exactly what was at stake in the early decadelseofyoung nation, the vulnerability of its
borders, populated by “innocent citizens of thenfigr.” In doing so, they transformed a
confederation of states into a nation. Female zaptitheir editors, and the American
readers were all participants in the constructibthis identity, which was contradictory,
contested and always in process. "Captivating éNaexplores the role of women's
captivity in the production of American nationaéitity in the early republic. The
pervasiveness of women's captivity demonstratetdgibrader, captivity, and nation were

inextricably entangled.
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CHAPTER 2
A CONTIGUOUS SET OF INDIVIDUAL HOUSEHOLDS: DEFININGHE
OBLIGATIONS OF THE NATION, 1787-1811
Throughout the 1780s and 1790s, the Ohio Riveeyaillas a contested space. In
November 1790, a coalition of Shawnee, Delaward,Miami soundly defeated an
American expedition led by General Josiah Harntarthe following months, the
Indians’ success in present-day Fort Wayne, Indiaoapled with their anticipation of
British military support, encouraged them to matacks on white settlemeritsThe
Kinnan family of Randolph County, Virginia, expemeed such an attack on their home.
According to Mary Kinnan'’s narrative, on May 13917 three “armed Indians” burst
through their door with a “flash of a musket.” T¢teaos continued as Indians “plundered
the house of the most valuable articles” whilehatgame time Kinnan’s children and
husband laid “scalped and weltering in blood.” Afteey “set the house ablaze,” Kinnan
“was forced to go” with her captof$.
Kinnan’'s graphic account, publishedA3rue Narrative of the Sufferings of

Mary Kinnanin 1795, was just one of the countless sensatgg®ies of Indian captivity

3 Richard SlotkinRegeneration through Violence: The Mythology of&heerican
Frontier, 1600-1860(Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1972)).2

44 Shepard KollockA True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary KinnéBlizabethtown,

NJ: Shepard Kollock, 1795), in Kathryn Zabelle Derian-Stodola, edWomen’dndian
Captivity Narratives(New York: Penguin Books, 1998), 110. “Plunderisgttlements
was not unique. In fact, in seventeenth centurgivia, Nathaniel Bacon ordered that all
“plunder” taken from his well-known raid on Pamugkée distributed according to the
dictates of the commanders. Kathleen Bro@opd Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious
Patriarchs(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pres€§96) 108-136.
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that filled the pages of late eighteenth-and eairigteenth-century publications. For
contemporary readers, these descriptions cregtedvarful impression of the
vulnerability of backcountry settlers in the eardypublic. The historian Peter Silver
identified a similar discourse emerging from the&eYears’ War. According to Silver,
stories about the indiscriminate killing and mutda of white settlers constituted a
literary sub-genre, the “anti-Indian sublime.” Fieninhabitants manipulated these
stories for political purposes and in the procesgdd a community of suffering in which
members “increasingly identified themselves as avhif

Yet captivity narratives in the early republic wéeyond what Silver identified
as the anti-Indian sublime. In a larger sensg), Were narratives of nationhood. Editors
of women'’s Indian captivity narratives publishedotighout the early republic fashioned
such narratives of nationhood by integrating thilawdian sublime with other prevailing
concerns of white settlers. These narratives, wiviete some of the most popular
publications in the early republic, emerged in¢batext of two countervailing forces:
settlers’ pressure upon the federal governmentizwantee their security as they asserted
their right to both land and their own personalgenty, beyond the bounds of the prior
colonial state; and Indigenous attempts to cheakeRkpansion.

Why did the backcountry matter so much to Americiarthe early republic that
they consumed women'’s captivity narratives so g@idhfter all, the region was

populated by only a relative handful of Americaivet late eighteenth- and early

“ peter SilverQur Savage Neighbors: How Indian War TransformedAca (New
York: Norton, 2008), 83—85.



28
nineteenth-century Americans saw the West as & pl&ere a sense of American
nationhood might be realized. Not long after inelegience, the delegates to the
Continental Congress emphasized that western expevwsuld provide the states with a
common cause that outweighed their regional diffees. Beginning in 1783, three of the
original thirteen states, Virginia, Georgia, andtidCarolina, ceded their western land to
the national governmert Indeed, by June of 1783, George Washington haciainsed

Americans “the lords and proprietors of a vastttei@ontinent.*’

Washington’s
statement reflected the common desire among com@mnpAmericans regarding the
inevitability of continental domination. Accordig historian Peter S. Onuf, the

“ordinances of 1784-1787,” attempted to “creategal and political framework

6 paul H. Smith et al., edd.etters of Delegates to Congre$374-178926 vols.
(Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1976-200025; James D. Drake,
“Appropriating a Continent: Geographical Categartesientific Metaphors, and the
Construction of Nationalism in British North Amegiand Mexico’Journal of World
History, Vol. 15, No. 3 (Sep., 2004), 323; Drake analythesrelationship between the
work of geographers and contemporary political tleeso He argues that trends in science
allowed Americans to see themselves as part ofumalayeographic entity, which shaped
their political destiny. For more on continentah#ting and its implications, see Martin

W. Lewis and Karen Wigefhe Myth of Continents: A Critique of Metageography
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997p. 823-357

" George Washington, "A circular Letter from his Ekency General Washington,
Commander in chief of the Armies of the United &saof America, addressed to the This
Governors of the several States, on resigning bier@and, and retiring from public
Business, June 18, 1783merican Museurth (May 1787): 388. One can conclude that
the publication of this letter in a periodical segts wide readership. Thomas Paine also
provided support for this collective identity asantinent in his argument for
independence. Specifically, Paine argued that & Wabsurd to think a continent to be
perpetually governed by an island.” Thomas Pal@nmon Sensed. Isaac Kramnick
(1776; reprint, New York: Penguin Books, 1976), 91



29
conducive to both regional and national economietimment.”® Specifically, the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787 stated that the fedgraérnment would hold state-ceded
lands until a population of 60,000 was achievedtdth time a territory could apply for
recognition as a state with representation in Cesgjf Federal sale of these lands would
eliminate debt as well as also provide systematitersettlement of the West. Thus, land
became the vehicle through which America’s fedstaicture, including national as well

as state government, maintained the promisesepabtican governmenf.The

“8 The literature on the political significance ofitkin the early republic is vast. See
Peter S. OnufQrigins of the Federal Republic: Jurisdictional Gooversies in the
United States, 1775-17&Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pres83)9170,
181; Andrew R. L. CaytorThe Frontier Republic: Ideology and Politics in t©&io
Country, 1780-182%Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1986)322 Peter S.
Onuf, Statehood and Union: A History of the Northwesti@adce(Bloomington:
Indiana University press, 1987), 43; Alan Tayldrahd and Liberty on the Post-
Revolutionary Frontier,” ilDevising Liberty: Preserving and Creating Freedanttie
New American Republied. David Thomas Konig (Stanford: Stanford UnsitgrPress,
1995): 81-108; Patrick GriffirAmerican Leviathan: Empire, Nation, and Revolutigna
Frontier (New York: Hill and Wang, 2007), 197-98; Reeve Hust‘Land Conflict and
Land Policy in the United States, 1785-1841,The World of the Revolutionary
American Republic: Land, Labor, and the ConflistdcContinented. Andrew
Shankman (New York: Routledge, 2014): 324-45.

“9 For more on the history of public lands from these of the Revolutionary War
through the 1934 Taylor Grazing Act see especéippter 1 in Robert H. Nelson,
Public Lands and Private Rights: The Failure ofetific Management_anham MD:
Rowman & Littlefield, 1995), 6.

*0 Historians continue to analyze the process obndiuilding as an ideological as well
as an economic event. Scholars who highlight thigigad significance of land, tend to
interpret the settlement of the West as the faifiiht of a republican promise to expand
its yeomen citizenry The literature on the politisignificance of land in the early
republic is too vast to cite here in its entiréihe following works provide entry into this
historical dialogue: Reeve Huston, “Land Conflindd.and Policy in the United States,
1785-1841,” inThe World of the Revolutionary American Republand, Labor and the
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Northwest Ordinance of 1787 not only facilitated #ettlement of much of this land, it
also became integral to the Federalist prograrefl790s>*

While Washington’s statement reflected an assumgitiat U.S. sovereignty in
the West was inevitable, the reality, especiallyedlected in captivity narratives, was
quite the opposite. According to George Washingtioe people of the West had the
potential to become a “distinct people,” especidlthey turned to Britain or Spain for

military protection>® In other words, white settlers of the West hadgbiential to

Conflict for a Continented. Andrew Shankman, (New York: Routledge, 2032}%-45;
Peter S. OnufStatehood and Union: A History of the Northwesti@adce
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987); Aleaylor, “Land and Liberty on the
Post-Revolutionary Frontier,” iBevising Liberty: Preserving and Creating Freedom i
the New American Republied. David Thomas Konig (Stanford University Prd€95):
81-108; John Robert Van Att&ecuring the West: Politics, Public Lands, are Hate of
the Old Republic, 1785-18%Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2044)67;
Other scholars, who emphasize the financial inbtgloif the young nation, interpret
plans for western settlement as a way to sustainamuic solvency. See Max H. Edling,
A Revolution in Favor of Government: Origins of thes. Constitution and the Making of
the American Stat@New York: Oxford University Press, 2003).

For more on the development of national authamitthe early Republic see Brian
Balogh,A Government Out of Sight: The Mystery of Natigkathority in Nineteenth-
Century America(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009);Hia R. John,
“Governmental Institutions as Agents of Change hiRing American Political
Development in the Early RepublicStudies in American Political Developmérit (fall
1997): 347-80;William Novack, “The Myth of the ‘Wi&aAmerican State,/American
Historical Reviewvol. 113, no. 3 (June 2008): 752-72.

1 An important starting point for understanding Fredist ideology and policy see, Linda
K. Kerber,Federalists in Dissent: Imagery and Ideology infdefonian Americdlthaca
1970); Andrew R. L. Cayton, “The Contours of Powea Frontier Town: Marietta,
Ohio, 1788-1803Journal of the Early Republjd/ol. 6, No. 2 (Summer 1986), pp. 103-
126.

2 Washington to Henry Knox, Dec. 5, 1784, in JohiFigzpatrick, ed.The Writings of
George Washington from the Original Manuscript S@&s; 1 745- 17989 vols.
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undermine the goal of continental dominance, asudated by leaders such as
Washington and Jefferson. Washington had reasosufdr concerns, especially when a
Kentucky resident argued in 1787 that, “[i]f thevere any other country...from which
we could receive more compleat aid in time of @iss;” he would support separation
from the “powerful state” of Virginid> Notions of separatism were attractive to settlers
because from their perspective the states thahethjurisdiction over them offered little
protection for their land claims. For this reasidantucky remained a center of political
discontent throughout the early repubfithomas Jefferson agreed with such concerns
and emphasized to James Madison the importanae afderly settlement of the western
lands as these settlers were “a precious partro§toength and of our virtug>

However, orderly settlement proved to be quite lehging for the federal
government. Rufus Putnam, Surveyor General of thiéed States in 1790, complained

that “too many frontiersmen regard not the authafttheir own States, nor yet of

(Washington, D.C., 1931-1944), XXVIII, 4. For similsentiments see John Campbell to
Madison, October 23, 1787, Tthe Papers of Thomas Jeffers@@: 256, 287-288.

3 Kentucky GazetteSeptember 8, 1787. For similar sentiments see Bobwn to
Madison, June 7, 1788, in William T. Hutchinsorakf eds.The Papers of James
Madison (Chicago and Charlottesville, 1962-), 11:88-96n@ress granted Kentucky
statehood in June 1792. However, this process beghrthe Northwest Ordinance of
1787. See OnuPrigins of the Federal Republic: Jurisdictional Govversies in the
United States, 1775-17889.

54 Onuf, The Mind of Thomas Jeffersdr4.

% “From Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 20 J@8@&,1Founders Online, National
Archives (http://founders.archives.gov/documentéigon/01-11-02-0411 [last update:
2015-09-29]). Sourcefhe Papers of Thomas Jefferswal. 11,1 January—6 August
1787, ed. Julian P. Boyd. Princeton: Princeton UniugrBress, 1955, pp. 480-484.
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Congress, more than the Savages themselves.” FoarRuthe viability of the nation
relied on the ability of the federal governmenatiequately protect settlers and their
homes from the threat of Indigenous attatkowever, with continued British support,
Indigenous resistance to white settlement contiradedg the Ohio River from 1791
through 1794’ Massy Herbeson and her family occupied land énttbtly contested
Ohio Valley, placing her home in close proximitythvindigenous settlements.
Herbeson'’s testimony included her recollection obaversation she had with “one of
the Indians, that could talk English very well.” Hgked her if “a campaign was going
out against the Indians this summer.” She denigckanwledge of a campaign and he
“called her a liar.” He then boasted that “the &rdi would serve them as they did last

year” with the aid of the guns and ammunition gitethem by the English, who

%6 putnam to Fisher Ames, 1790Ntemoirs of Rufus Putnarad. Rowena Buell (Boston
1903), 243.

" R. David Edmunds, Frederick E. Hoxie, Neal Salighads,The People: A History of
Native Americay/ol. 1, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007), 146-14Bor a thorough
account of the impact on the Revolution’s impaciNaive American communities see,
Colin G. Calloway,The American Revolution in Indian Country: CrisiglaDiversity in
Native American Communitieg@New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995); For
more on Indian resistance in eastern North AmesgaGregory Evans Dow4, Spirited
Resistance: The North American Indian StruggleUnity, 1745-1815(Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University, 1992); For a comparison of FdgrBritish and American efforts to
colonize Native peoples and lands in Ohio coungey EBric HinderakeElusive Empires:
Constructing Colonialism in the Ohio Valley, 167300, (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1997). Indians inserted themseilvémperial competition on North
America. Before the Seven Years War, indigenougeties from the Atlantic to the
western Plains manipulated French traders aganitssiBand Spanish rivals. With the
French defeat Indians needs to modify their stiagegs they no longer benefitted from
the protection of French. Instead they were nowendble to the unrelenting acquisition
of their land from white settlers, who the Britislere unable to enforce their movement.
Or their violation to the Proclamation Line 1763.
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apparently had given them “plenty last year” ad wehericans, such as Herbeson, knew
that the Senecas or Munsees were not their oniygnas British troops still maintained
posts in the region and sometimes incited Indigsrattacks against white settlemetits.
The details from these narratives reflected theenability of the frontier settlements.
The intention of the federal government may hawenlte “maintain a vast tract of
continent,” but as Indigenous attacks continuedin&ma’s concerns that “too many
frontiersmen regard[ed] not the authority of th@im States, nor yet of Congress” would
continue to be the reality. Thus, women'’s Indiaptiséty narratives demonstrated the
failure of the newly formed federal governmenttgability to protect white settlements.

The exposure of those living along the contesteddrs was common
knowledge, as an article published in Philadelghieell-circulated newspapaieekly
Aurora, warned readers of “the carrying off of women ahddren,” pleading with
readers that the “best defense is offeriéd he vulnerability of the American nation also
concerned policy makers across the Atlantic. Spadiy, Anne Robert Jacques Turgot,
the French economist and statesman, warned thatiéarmaust never become “an image

of our Europe, a mass of divided powers contenftingerritory and commercé?® If

%8 See Eric HinderakeElusive Empires: Constructing Colonialism in thei®¥alley,
1673-1800 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997).pBtn AronHow the

West was Lost: The Transformation of Kentucky fBaniel Boone to Henry Clay
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 199@)1-122. Declining support from the
British allowed for an American victory against igenous peoples at Fallen Timbers in
1794.

%9 Weekly AuroraPhiladelphia, 1794.
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federal authority could not be maintained in thest&merica not only risked losing
great wealth, but also became vulnerable to disuttio

—

This chapter argues that women’s Indian captivésgratives published between
1787 and 1811emphasized Indigenous attacks on ediitiers in order to share the
outrages over the loss of life and property thefabdgovernment inadequately
guaranteed. These captivity narratives thus funeticas narratives of nationhood in
complex and contradictory ways. The figure of woratands in a metonymic but
paradoxical relation to the nation. Many feminkstdrists have argued that “the nation”
is premised on an inside/outside dichotomy thatggavomen, hearth, and home at the
center or foundation and, at the same time, opéniphery of the civil stat¥ The
“nation emerged in those ambivalent spaces betwedagogy and performativity” and

women’s Indian captivity narratives inhabited thpaice®” They narrativize the nation,

0'M. Turgot to Dr. Price, Mar. 22, 1778, appendixRizhard PriceQbservations on the
Importance of the American RevolutianSecond ed. (London, 1785),Bernard Peach,
ed.,Richard Price and the Ethical Foundations of theefican RevolutiofDurham,
N.C., 1979), 215-224, quotation on p. 222.

1 Onuf, “Liberty, Development, and Union: Visionstbe West in the 1780s,” 184. For
more on Indian resistance in eastern North AmesgEaGregory Evans Dow4, Spirited
Resistance: The North American Indian StruggleUnity, 1745-1815(Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University, 1992);

%2 Irigaray, Luce. 1985ahis Sex Which Is N@ne trans. C. Porter with C. Burke.
(Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1985).dPa&n, CaroleThe Sexual Contract
(Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 198@aureen Molloy, “Death and the
Maiden: The Feminine and the Nation in Recent Neal@nd Films,'Signs Vol. 25,
No. 1 (Autumn, 1999), pp. 153-170
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drawing on three key tropes of violence, wildernessl home®* The basic structure of
women’s captivity narratives rarely varied. Fisgftlers established a home in the
wilderness. The home was not only an extensiorsalhdification of the nation, but, in a

literary sense, a microcosm of the nation its&é&cond, the inhabitants of the

&3 Chatterjee, Partha. 1990. “The Nationalist Regmiutf the Woman Question,” In
Recasting Women: Essays in Indian Colonial Histed) K. Sagari and S. Vaid, (New
Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 19988-268. Maureen Molloy, “Death and
the Maiden: The Feminine and the Nation in Receaw Mealand Films,Signs Vol. 25,
No. 1 (Autumn, 1999), pp. 153-170

6 Central to the genre of Indian captivity narrasiveas also an experience of violence
that showed white settlers’ sensibility, or ratti@ir “memory” of Indigenous peoples’
attempts to terrorize them. The term “memory” regglinterrogation. Scholars, such as
Christine DelLucia have recently offered a recorrsitien of Pilgrim-centric narratives
which have long informed the memory of King PhifiWar, especially in colonial New
England. According to DelLucia, seventeenth centoagerial culture, as well as the
narratives attached to such objects, signified téngfying savagery of Indigenous
opponents, as well as their eventual resoundingadebpening the way for unfettered
colonial growth across land and water.” See Ghesil. DeLuciaMemory Lands: King
Philip’s War and the Place of Violence in the Newdlst (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2018), xiJust as seventeenth century New Englanders createatives
surrounding the events of 1675-1676, editors ardighers of women’s Indian captivity
narratives published throughout the early repudio created “useful collective fictions”
for anxious early Americans to justify their relless dispossession of Indigenous
peoples. Such stories created a narrative, “a gatya given culture tells itself; that
holds that culture together.” According to schokush as Carolyn Merchant, narratives
“underlie society” and contain “hidden assumptioofa culture. See J. Scott Bryson
and Carolyn Merchant, “Partnership, Narrative, Engironmental Justice: An Interview
with Carolyn Merchant,Interdisciplinary Literary Studies/ol. 3, No. 1, Literary
Ecocriticism (Fall 2001), pp. 124-130. Examinedectively, women'’s Indian captivity
narratives published throughout the early repulglieal the narrative of nation. Within
this narrative white settlers were victims of “ladiattacks” on their homes and female
captives represented a plea to the governmengaatplprotect its most vulnerable
citizens. In an effort to distinguish my analysism the rhetoric used by editors’ of
captivity narratives, | mark the term “Indian” witfuotation marks as it is the term
employed by editors and publishers, while | emghsy/term Indigenous throughout my
own discussion. Scholars have long acknowledgeihtpertance of the “nuclear family
and warm family ties” in the early national peri@ke Hemphill, 88.
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wilderness—the Indians—visited violence upon thfexs and their homes. In a real
sense, as the success of the Indian campaign®hakid 1791 demonstrated, Indian
attacks posed a threat to the extension of U.Rre@nty into the West. In a literary
sense, the attacks on the settlers’ homes demtetstiee vulnerability of the new
American nation itself. Third, women captives wezdeemed. Narratives of women’s
survival of their ordeals were implicit testimoniesthe ability of the nation itself to
survive, while their graphic accounts of sufferjogtified further expansion into native
territory.

Home was an important symbol not only for fematgkispaces of the eighteenth
century, but also for family and child rearing. Rafrthe cultural work of emphasizing
the attack on the home was to imagine the natidroag. According to the critical
theorist Homi Bhabha, narratives of nation emergmfthe experiences of daily life,
which must be “repeatedly turned into the signa obherent national culture.” For
Bhabha, the figure of woman can often be confl&be@present the private “home”
transforming “the recesses of domestic space [gite} for history’s most intricate
invasions.®® Historians of the American West such as Richardt&\énd Louis S.
Warren agree that the idea of the home has long ‘tedued with symbolic meaning.”

Specifically, “home conveyed notions of womanhadainesticity, and family®®

% Homi K. BhabhaThe Location of CulturglLondon ; New York: Routledge, 1994),
139-170.

% Louis S. Warren , “Cody's Last Stand: Masculineiaty, the Custer Myth, and the
Frontier of Domesticity in Buffalo Bill's Wild WestWestern Historical Quarterjyvol.
34, No. 1 (Spring, 2003), pp. 49-69. Quotation age55; Richard White, “Frederick
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Women's Indian captivity narratives published tlgbaut 1787-1811 emphasized the
attack on the home, a cultural constant, accorir@habha, in an effort to represent the
vulnerability of white settlements, as well as ntiaki support for government protection
of its borders. Ultimately, these narratives praala burgeoning early republican
Americanism in which identity was not just tiedr&xe, or independence, but the
protection from Indian attack of their fellow coyrmen’s homes beyond prior colonial
bounds®’ These narratives destabilized the Jeffersonieal idf white settlement, which
far from being an open landscape awaiting the &skabent of an egalitarian yeoman
republic, was a vulnerable and contested spaceeBetations of settler victims,

especially women and children, as well as destoaif their homes did more than

Jackson Turner and Buffalo Bill,”ihe Frontier in American Cultureed. James R.
Grossman (Berkeley, 1994), 19-26.

67 In addition to Kinnan's narrative, the followingmatives are also analyzed in this
chapter: Bunker Gay Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityf&ufgs and
Deliverance of Mrs. Jemima Howe, of Hinsdale in Néampshireg(Boston: Belknap and
Young, 1792)Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dleeck Manheim's
Family; To which are Added, An Encounter betwe&vhite Man and Two Savages;
Adventures of Capt. Isaac Stewart; Deposition ofdyiélerbeson; Adventures and
Sufferings of Peter Williamson; Remarkable Advesgwf Jackson Johonndtccount of
the Destruction of the Settlements at Wyom(iRgnted for Chapman Whitcomb, 1793);
Mrs. Susannah Willard Johnson Hastirys\arrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnson,
Containing an Account of Her Sufferings During FM@ars with the Indians and the
French(Walpole, New Hampshire: Printed by David Carlidlg96); J. Weatherwise,
The Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Nampdhire & Vermont farmers
almanac, for the year of our Lord eighteen hundieée. ... also--containing an
affecting account of the death of Miss Polly & Hahiwatts, who were taken prisoners
and murdered by the Indians, on the 5th of ApBDZ (Connecticut, 1803); “A
Narrative of the Captivity and Escape of Mrs. FesEcott, an Inhabitant of Washington
County, Virginia,” inA Selection of Some of the Most Interesting Naresti., (Carlisle:
1808), 42-44.
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underscore the vulnerability of the nation. lessed the urgency of expanding the power
of the federal government to protect and defenbatslers.

Stories of Indian captivity appeared in a varigtyprinted material throughout the
early republic. Captivity narratives were frequgimcluded in almanacs—compilations
of tidal predictions, lunar calculations, court andrket days, and distances between
towns—which were among the most popular texts énBhtish Atlantic world
throughout the late-eighteenth and early-nineteeeitiuries?® In 1787, Benjamin West,

a Rhode Island publisher, includadsurprising Account of the Discovery of a Lady Who
Was Taken by the Indians in the Year lifi7idis 1787 edition oBickerstaff's
Almanack®® West's inclusion of this account underscoredubiguitous nature of

women'’s captivity in the early republic, as it waslished more than twenty times

%8 According to Patrick Spero, “the inspiration foe¥f's almanac, was a pseudonym
used in 1707 by Jonathan Swift in a famous safiedgroanacs, their authors, and their
alleged ability to prognosticate. Richard Saundéies pseudonym for Benjamin
Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanack, was an actugllieh almanac-maker.” For more on
the history of almanac printing as well as thetpmiation of the almanac’s content see
Patrick Spero, “The Revolution in Popular Publioasi: The Almanac and New England
Primer, 1750—1800,Early American Studie&/ol. 8, No. 1 (Winter 2010), pp. 41-74.
Quotation can be found on page 46.

%9 Abraham PantheA Surprising Account of the Discovery of a Lady W¥as Taken by
the Indians in the Year 1777, and After Making ésrape, She Retired to a Lonely Cave,
Where She Lived Nine Yeairs Benjamin WestBickerstaff's Almanack for the Year of
Our Lord 1788 (Norwich, Connecticut: John Trumball, 1787). Tdeges are not
numbered. However, Panther’s letter appears olagiiasix pages of the text, 19-24.
Hereafter referred to as Panther.



39
between 1787 and 181%.John Trumball, publisher &ickerstaff's Aimanagkalso
published J. Weatherwise’s 1803 editionTbe Connecticut, Rhode-Island,
Massachusetts, New-Hampshire & Vermont farmers mémoavhich includedA]ffecting
account of the death of Miss Polly & Hannah Wa#tisp were taken prisoners and
murdered by the Indians.

Many narratives were also printed as part of dotlies. Massy Herbeson’s
narrative, which was originally recorded in 179Zexstimony before a Pennsylvania
Justice of the Peace, reached a wider audiengarasf a 1793 anthologyffecting
History of the Dreadful Distresses of Frederick Maim's Family; To which are Added,
An Encounter between a White Man and Two Savagi&niures of Capt. Isaac
Stewart; Deposition of Massy Herbeson; Adventures Sufferings of Peter Williamson;
Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Johgmatount of the Destruction of the

Settlements at WyomifgSubsequent editions of the Manheim anthology iredLisvo

" The Panther Captivity was mostly featured in paletstpublished throughout the
Northeast, specifically, New York; Norwich, Conrieat; Windsor, Putney, and Rutland
Vermont; Boston and Leominster, MassachusettsFayeburgh, Maine. Kathryn
Zabelle Derounian-Stodolgyomen’dndian Captivity Narratives(New York: Penguin
Books, 1998), 83-85.

1 J. WeatherwiséThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Nemwgshire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Laoighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofd\slly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803). The pages of Watts’ account are not numb@red information can be found on
the first page of the narrative.

2 Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dreeick Manheim's Family; To which
are Added, An Encounter between a White Man andSavages; Adventures of Capt.
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editions by the prominent Philadelphia printer, atv Carey in 1794 and 1800. Also,
beginning in 1808 and continuing throughout thdye@ineteenth century, Archibald
Loudon, a popular printer from Carlisle, Pennsylaamcluded the Manheim anthology
and the narrative of Mrs. Francis Scott in hisexibn,A Selection of Some of the Most
Interesting Narratives of Outrages, Committed kg lidians, In Their Wars, With the
White People: Also, an Account of Their Mannersst@ms, Traditions, Religious
Sentiments, Mode of Warfare, Military Tactics, Dpioe And Encampments, Treatment
of Prisoners, &c the Whole Compiled by the Beshauities” It was not until the 1820s
thatA narrative of the sufferings of Massy Harbisoonirindian barbarity, giving an
account of her captivity, the murder of her twddtgn, her escape, with an infant at her
breast, together with some account of the cruetifdbe Indians on the Allegheny River

appeared independent of an anthol6&hy.

Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Mercy Herbeson; Aduesg and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobp#ecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomititketer, Massachusetts: Printed for Chapman Whitgcomb
1793. Other editions with the same title were alsblished in Boston by H. Ranlet in
1793 as well as in Philadelphia by Matthew Care¥800.

3 A Selection of Some of the Most Interesting Nareatiof Outrages, Committed by the
Indians, In Their Wars, With the White People: Ao Account of Their Manners,
Customs, Traditions, Religious Sentiments, Mod¥arffare, Military Tactics, Discipline
And Encampments, Treatment of Prisoners, &c thel$MBiompiled by the Best
Authorities.(Carlisle, Pa: From the press of A. Loudon, 1808)

" A narrative of the sufferings of Massy Harbisoonirindian barbarity, giving an
account of her captivity, the murder of her twddtgn, her escape, with an infant at her
breast, together with some account of the cruetifdbe Indians on the Allegheny River,
&c. (Pittsburgh: Printed by S. Engles, 1825). In 182&Burgh publishers, D. and M
Maclean published her narrative under the saree tit
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Although editors took pains to establish veradtyough titles such as “A True
Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinnan,” thasarratives, according to the historian
Christine DeLucia, “excluded as much as they inetuoh deciding which versions of the
past shall be perpetuated>That is, by conceiving of captivity as an expeciefaced by
white settlers, “particularly women and childreaditors excluded an acknowledgement
of the Indigenous context of captivity among Eunmé¥icans. Indeed, scholars such as
Margaret Newell and Lisa Brooks have noted that $tikknow more about the
relatively few Euro-American captives among theidnd than we do about the thousands
of Native Americans who were enslavé The absence of much documentation of
Indigenous captivity experiences among Euro-Ameaareated a skewed understanding
of the encounter between natives and whites thaphesisted. Yet in an important
sense, the unbalanced understanding of real eiwethits captivity narratives was central
to their importance: the events described withen were more important as symbols
than as documentation of real events. IronicaBynaich as white settlers attempted to
write Indigenous people out of their history, thequitous nature of women'’s Indian
captivity narratives actually demonstrates the eate of Indigenous communities as
well as the ways in which ideas of nation cannaséygarated from encounters with

Indigenous peoples.

S DeLucia, xv.

78 Lisa BrooksOur Beloved Kin: A New History of King Philip’s W&New Haven:
Yale University Press, 2018), 5; Margaret Ellen d#wBrethren by Nature: New
England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of Aicean Slavery (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2015), 4. See also Pauline Tustrang,Captives Selves, Captivating
Others (Boulder: Westview Press, 2000), 12.
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Indian violence against settlers’ homes was attmne of the narratives. Editors
of women'’s Indian captivity narratives did not @saeutral (albeit complex) term such as
“encounter,” rather they presented a binary in Whitite settlers were victims of
Indigenous “attacks.” Such depictions of a homeeuradtack reflect what historian Louis
S. Warren has identified as an important elemeiVidfam F. Cody’s Buffalo Bill's
Wild West Show. According to Warren, the “Attack asettler’'s Cabin by Hostile
Indians” was the climax of Cody’s show and représethe “centrality of domesticity
and home-making to frontier mythology of the lateateenth-century”™ Yet, such
mythology had deep roots, as editors of women’salmdaptivity narratives also
exploited the trope of domesticity through the d¢stesit portrayal of “settlers” under
“Indian attack.” For example, once the Indians mdeViassy Herbeson’s home in
present-day Pittsburgh, they drew “her out of het by her feet” along with her three
children. Herbeson called out to the men in thelbloouse, at which point the Indians
“stopped her mouth.” Undeterred, some Indians béigag. However, her three-year
old son, who resisted capture, met with his deatthay “dashed [him] against the house,
then stabbed and scalped” hifrivirs. Scott also withessed the death of her childreno

were asleep in their beds. Just as the Indiartedlihem up and dashed them on the floor

" Louis S. Warren , “Cody's Last Stand: Masculineiaty, the Custer Myth, and the
Frontier of Domesticity in Buffalo Bill's Wild WestWestern Historical Quarterjyvol.
34, No. 1 (Spring, 2003), pp. 49-69. Quotation age51 and 54.

'8 Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dkeeick Manheim's Family; To which
are Added, An Encounter between a White Man andSavages; Adventures of Capt.
Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Mercy Herbeson; Aduesg and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobp#ecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomir{grinted for Chapman Whitcomb, 1793), 22.
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near the mother,” Scott's oldest daughter ran tani@ther begging to be saved.
Although Mrs. Scott “in the deepest anguish ofispnd with a flood of tears intreated
the savages to spare her child,” her pleas weéghas they “tomahawked and stabbed
her in the mother's armg?

Editors also portrayed women’s vulnerability by argtoring a husband’s
inability to fulfill his role as protector—a narie¢ choice that emphasized the
vulnerability of the nation as embodied by inadeglygprotected American women on
the frontier. After the attack on Kinnan’s homer hasband lay “weltering in blood,” yet
his eyes communicated an “apprehension for [héelgand sorrow at his inability to
assist” hef® According to the historian Ann Little, captivibarratives included “two
variations of the attack: men’s narratives usuba#igan by describing an Indian attack in
the fields where they worked, and women’s narratiypically began with a description
of Indians invading their home&Similarly, “painted savages with presented arms”
rushed through the door of the Scott family aldmgfrontier in Washington County,
Virginia. Mrs. Scott, who was “nearly undresseditisked as Mr. Scott jumped out of
his bed only to immediately suffer a gunshot wouivith Mr. Scott wounded just

outside of the house, an “Indian seized Mrs. Smutt ordered her to a particular spot,

"9«A Narrative of the Captivity and Escape of Mrsafices Scott, an Inhabitant of
Washington County, Virginia,” ith Selection of Some of the Most Interesting
Narratives.., (Carlisle: 1808), 42.

80 hid, 110.

81 Ann Little, Abraham in Arms: War and Gender in Colonial New l&ng,
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pres€)720104.
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and not to move ¥ Descriptions of these attacks were significantinse they
highlighted the vulnerability of white settlemeirighe early republic. Such an emphasis
allowed editors and publishers to transform anvidial family’s experience into a
broader, often highly exaggerated, generalizatmmuathe settlements near the contested
borders of the young nation.

Editors of women'’s captivity narratives took painsdhering to the distinction
of men attacked in fields and women attacked iir ti@me. For example, Jemima
Howe’s narrative (1792) began with a descriptioma 0/estern Abenaki attack on her
husband and other men while they were on theirlvgage from “hoeing corn in the
meadow” near Hinsdale, New Hampshire, in 1755. Metye, along with the women
and children of two other neighboring families wara at “home.” Growing hostilities
had led these families to abandon their homegiptotection of Bridgman'’s Fort,

where they now reside® The editor of her narrative obscured this diffeeee by

82 The 1785 ordinance is printed in Worthington ClaynFord et al., edslpurnals of
the Continental Congress, 1774-1784 vols. (Washington, D.C., 1904-1937), XXVIIl,
375-381. For more on the debate over the termsestern land cessions see Peter S.
Onuf, Origins of the Federal Republic: Jurisdictional Gmoversies in the United States,
1775-1787 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Prd€83), 149-172. For more
on legislative history of this ordinance see OfiLiherty, Development, and Union:
Visions of the West in the 1780s,” 182-184; Pay3ackson Treafhe National Land
System, 1785-182(New York, 1910), 15-40; William D. PattisoBeginnings of the
American Rectangular Land Survey System, 1784;X800cago, 1957); Paul W. Gates,
History of Public Land Law Developme(iVashington, D.C., 1968), 5 9-74; Malcolm J.
RohrboughThe Land Office Business: The Settlement and Asliration of American
Public Lands, 1789-183(New York, 1968), 3-2 5.
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interchanging the terms “fort” and “home” throughdis description of the attack. This
slippage is significant because the word “hometiedrmeaning for American readdfs.
Such discourse was reflected in the writing of Thsrdeffersofi® Jefferson’s ideal
“society embraced female domesticity as part ofidieiral order of things"® Jefferson
revealed his assumptions about the intersectiomtdnal identity and the household
arguing that it was “in America alone that womearsed to understand this and put it
into practice.”®” Jefferson’s statement reflected the notion of‘Republican Mother,” a
well-researched and interrogated ideology amongitigsys. Contemporaries, such as
Jefferson, articulated this ideology as confiningwen'’s role to raising virtuous citizens.
That is, the experiences of middle class white womere often universalized by
contemporaries, such as Jefferson, as representdtifemale domesticity.” Yet,

historians have demonstrated the ways in whictedperiences of most women stood in

8 Bunker GayA Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityf&irfgs and
Deliverance of Mrs. Jemima Howe, of Hinsdale in Néampshireg(Boston: Belknap and
Young, 1792) 1.

8 A more detailed analysis of Howe's editors willdiscussed in the following chapter.
For the purposes of this chapter, | have emphasihedttack on Howe’s family because
it relates more directly to the argument of thiautier.

8 Thomas Jeffersomotes on the State of Virginiad. William Peden (1784; Chapel
Hill, 1954), 6

8 For more on Jefferson’s understanding of womeunis in the domestic sphere,
Brian Steele, “Thomas Jefferson's Gender Frorifieg, Journal of American History
Vol. 95, No. 1 (Jun., 2008), pp. 17-42, quotatioarfd on page 18.

87 Jefferson to George Washington, Dec. 4, 1788hi Papers of Thomas Jeffersed.
Julian P. Boyd et al. (34 vols., Princeton, 19584)/, 330.
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stark contrast® For Jefferson, America provided the ideal spacestich a “natural
order” to manifest. In a similar way, the homejtagas conceived in the captivity drama,
was more than a structure; it was also employethfdiscursive practices of nation
building.

For some women, their vulnerability was made wavik the absence of male
family members. In the absence of her husbandptern from neighboring families were
left to look after Massy Herbeson and her childreMay 1792. However, they had
departed around sunrise, and “left the door standide open® Mrs. Watts was also
without the companionship her husband, who was fitpfurney to Muskingdom.” The
cries of her two daughters awoke Mrs. Watts arauitthight. Because she “entertained
many fears of an attack by Indians, she did nobtithe cause of their lamentations.”
Watts dismissed the possibility of escaping as Shgages by this time with hideous

yells and ghastly looks were peeping into the wimdd\t this point, the somewhat

8 For some helpful starting points see C. Dallettnidhkill, Bowing to Necessities: A
History of Manners in America, 1620-180lew York: Oxford University Press, 1999);
Rosemarie Zagarri, “Morals, Manners and the RepahlMother," The American
Quarterly 44, no. 2 (June 1992): 192-215; and Jan Lewisg“Rbpublican Wife: Virtue
and Seduction in the Early Republi@he William and Mary Quarteri¢4, no. 4
(October 1987): 689-721; Mary Beth Nortéigunding Mothers and Fathers: Gendered
Power and the Forming of Americ&wociety (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996); Mary
Beth Norton Separated by Their Sewomen in Public and Private in the Colonial
Atlantic World (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2011).

8 Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dkeeick Manheim's Family; To which
are Added, An Encounter between a White Man andSavages; Adventures of Capt.
Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Mercy Herbeson; Aduesg and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobp#ecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomir{gyinted for Chapman Whitcomb, 1793).
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familiar plot turned to a detailed account of viate perpetrated by rather than upon the
woman®® Arming herself with a “Tomahawk and an old sworskie secured her
bedroom door and waited as the Indians “rummagedithuse.” Once the Indians
approached her locked bedroom door, they begacutcitie door with their
Tomahawks.” Eventually one of them stuck his héadugh a hole in the door at which
point Mrs. Watts “beat his brains out.” Although ¥¢ahad defended herself quite
effectively, she was out numbered. The remainimtgims broke down the door and led
her out of the hous®.

In many narratives, the violence continued througlloe captivity. One of the
most violent sketches detailed the captivity of iand Christina Manheim, twin
daughters of Frederick Manheim, who resided neaiMbhawk river in New York. The
narrative, which was written from Frederick's pexdpre and first printed in 1793,
consisted of a mere three paragraphs, two of wdétailed the “dreadful cruelties
exercised by the Indians.” After four days of triaVhe Indians kindled a fire” and
pruned two saplings “clear of branches up to thg t@p.” Others “were splitting pitch

pine billets into small splinters about five incliedength, and...sharpening one end and

% Hannah Dustan’s narrative is the archetype fartiype of violence. Dustan’s actions
of ruthlessly killing her captors has been intetguieby some as evidence of her strength
and resolve and others, such as Thoreau, as eeidémer savagery.

1 J. WeatherwiseThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Namwgshire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Loighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofdislly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803). The pages of Watts’ account are not numbdited information can be found on
the second page of the narrative
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dipping the other in melted turpentine.” Two “sagag.leaped into the midst of their
circle, and dragged those ill-fate maidens, shnigkfrom the embraces of their
companions.” They “stripped the forlorn girls” afickd each to a sapling, with their
hands as high extended above their heads as m%3Jihk Indians then “pitched them
from their knees to their shoulders, with upwarfisio hundred of the sharpened
splinters,” which were then set on fire. The screafithe twin girls “echoed and re-
echoed through the wilderness,” until after “thneeirs had elapsed,” “these helpless
virgins sunk down in the arms of their delivereeath.®? In addition to a graphic
description of violence, the editor of Manheim’snadéive also employed gendered
language to emphasize the vulnerability of the glels virgins,” and by implication, the
innocence of the American people.

The mother of Polly and Hannah Watts also witnes$isedleath of her captive
daughters after days of travel through the “wild=ms” According to Watts’ narrative,
the Indians dug two holes, six feet in depth, dmhtordered her daughters to “strip and
prepare for death.” Because both girls immedidilyted, “they were stripped by the
Indians and placed in a standing posture in the.h@ince the girls regained
consciousness, the older sister Polly “begged Wmyld liberate her younger sister

Hannah,” who at the “same time begged of her mdtherake her escape.” Their pleas

92 Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dkeeick Manheim's Family; To which
are Added, An Encounter between a White Man andSavages; Adventures of Capt.
Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Massey Herbeson; Atlres and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobp#ecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomir{ghiladelphia: Printed by Matthew Carey, 1794).
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were in vain as an Indian had set fire to the bewshounding the girls and “went with
his knife and scalped both of them.” Mrs. Wattodtby and watched “the horrid scene”
until her daughters “were out of their misery, riothbut their ashes remaining*"The
intention of such graphic descriptions went beytdreshock value of narratives aimed at
“the profitable pulp-thriller market”* Readers were meant to identify with the young
female victims, and read the graphic accountsefthocities as an assault on the nation

itself. %

In addition to the attack on the home, women’digdyp narratives were often
attuned to the loss of property, including the coner goods they had used to create a
sense of property-bound Americanness. Accordirigassy Herbeson, the Indians

“scrambled about the articles of the house” aneld“tip the plunder they got” before

93 J. WeatherwiseThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Namwgshire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Loighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofdslly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803). The pages of Watts’ account are not numb@red information can be found on
the second page of the narrative

% Held Captive by Indians: Selected Narratives 16836 edited by Richard
VanDerBeets, (Knoxville, The University of Tennes$&ess, 1973), 203.

% My analysis supports similar conclusions drawrisgorians such as Karen
Haltutunen. Although her analysis includes a pednologically beyond the scope of
this chapter, she arrives at a similar conclusBpecifically, Haltutunen argues that the
graphic and sensational descriptions of pain ietei@nth century accounts were aimed at
eliciting an emotional response which could bedtated into political action. See Karen
Haltutunen, "Humanitarianism and the Pornographiyaifi in Anglo-American Culture,"
American Historical Reviemd00 (April 1995), 303-334.
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continuing on their journey® Similarly, before removing Mrs. Scott from her henthe
“Indians loaded themselves with the plunder...a gibeal of clothing and furniture’®
According to Mrs. Watts, the Indians “robbed thei$® of everything valuable” before
setting it ablazé® The Shawnee, who attacked the Kinnan family, pued “the house
of the most valuable articles,” and destroyed thectural boundaries of fences and
homes, which had “insulated [her] to the civilizedrld.”®®

Why did so many captivity narratives pay such clagention to Indians’
destruction or plundering of consumer items? Omitrface, the itemization of lost
household goods seems oddly petty, consideringhleaduthors of the narratives had
witnessed the killings of their spouses and childr€aptives’ reflection on the loss of

property highlights an important argument made ttweiohistorians, such as Elizabeth

% Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dieeck Manheim's Family; To which
are Added, An Encounter between a White Man andSavages; Adventures of Capt.
Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Mercy Herbeson; Aduesg and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobp#ecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomirixeter, Massachusetts: Printed for Chapman Whitgcomb
1793. Although some publications have also citedihg name as Mercy and last name
as Harbison, | use Massy Herbeson as it was thécoasistently used by publishers.

97 Archibald Loudon, ed., “A Narrative of the Captivand Escape of Mrs. Frances
Scott, an Inhabitant of Washington County, Virgjhia A Selection of Some of the Most
Interesting Narratives., (Carlisle: 1808), 42.

% J. WeatherwiseThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Nanwgshire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Loighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofdBslly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803). The pages of Watts’ account are not numb@red information can be found on
the second page of the narrative.

% A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinnai0
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Perkin and T.H. Breen. Consumerism was ramparigiteenth-century Americ2°
Specifically, Breen concluded that as late eighteeentury Americans incorporated
“manufactured goods into their daily lives,” thegtérpreted these artifacts” as “personal
items promising beauty, comfort and status.” Téwestcimption of manufactured goods,
according to Breen, created a shared sense of Aameidentity in the eighteenth
century*®* Consumption of such goods—and the shared idehtitlysuch consumption
conferred—extended beyond eastern port citiesetrahalysis of early Kentucky, Perkin
argued that settlers did not rely “completely ositlown resources,” as “stores, traders,
and consumer goods accompanied” them into the-kapalachian west®® Consumer
life “served as a common unifying force,” as “shimgpin a general store brought a wide
cross section of the population together in saania commercial exchang&’® Readers
of Herbeson or Kinnan’s experiences would have tstded the “pillaging” of “the most

valuable articles” from both an economic as welhasiltural perspective. Because

1901 H. Breen The Marketplace of Revolution: How Consumer Pdliihaped American
IndependencéNew York: Oxford University Press, 2005)

101 Breen, 10.

192 Elizabeth Perkin, “The Consumer Frontier: Housel@bnsumption in Early

Kentucky,” Journal of American History78 (September 1991), 486-510, quotation found
on page 489. For more on the significance of mardations to the early Kentucky
frontier see Stephen A. Aron, “Pioneers and PrefieLand Speculation and the
Homestead Ethic in Frontier Kentuckyestern Historical Quartery23 (May 1992),
179-98.

103 perkin, 494.
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consumer goods, such as “clothing and furniturel’ twaltural and political meaning, they
were more than just possessions. They were sigaisibzation and of belonging to a
larger political and economic unit. Loss of theirdst valuable articles” was, therefore, a
threat to the shared identity that the common comion of those goods represented.
The property of families, such as the Kinnans, ¥athd Herbesons was intricately
connected to their identity and should be undedssoan extension of historian Jill
Lepore’s argument in which “the idea of propertydentity” served to distinguish the
English from Indigenous peoplé¥.Narratives of Indigenous attacks on frontier
settlements and the destruction of property weus #tories that challenged important
political and cultural ideals for Americans.

The origins of such ideals can be seen as eatlyeaseventeenth century.
English colonists used Locke’s understanding opprty to justify settlement in North
America. English settlers viewed fields unfenced antouched by a plow as “unbroken”
and lands cultivated and fenced as “imprové¥.improving the land was also God's
will, and white settlers sought to please god immitwg “wigwams and huts...into orderly,

fair and well-built houses-*® Word choice and distinction is significant in thjsotation.

104 Jill Lepore, The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the OrigfsAmerican
Identity, (New York: Vintage Books, 1999), 76. See alsa Elneyfitz,The Poetics of
Imperialism: Translation and Colonization frohihe Tempesto Tarzan, (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1991), 50-58.

195 For more on Locke’s influence on American politicieology see Isaac Kramnick,
“Republican Revisionism RevisitedThe American Historical Reviewol. 87, No. 3
(Jun., 1982), pp. 629-664.
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Specifically, “wigwam” and “house” are set in opjims to one another, when in fact,
they are synomyns. Yet, early Americans did nobgaize the similarities, but rather
highlighted the differences between Indigneouswhitie homes. Yet, in many ways
settler land claims emerged from a myth, which eéne justify the contention that
although numerous Indigenous societies lived ortiNamerican soil, the land remained
free and open for settlemefit.

Editors of women'’s Indian captivity narratives stently identified land
occupied by Indigenous people as “the wildernessya landscape that they had not yet
reworked to fit their needs and expectations,” e/ihite settlement represented a
“civilization.” ®® The emphasis on home and its distinction fromdeshess” reflected a
Lockean understanding of land. Captives, such m&da Howe and Mrs. Watts, often

lamented being escorted away from their home atodihe wilderness*® The

1% For more on Locke’s influence on American politicieology as it emerged
throughout the late eighteenth century see IsaamNick, “Republican Revisionism
Revisited,”The American Historical Reviewol. 87, No. 3 (Jun., 1982), pp. 629-664.

197 Eor more on Locke’s influence on Jefferson’s idggiregarding land and settlement
see Garrett Ward Sheldomhe Political Philosophy of Thomas Jeffers(@altimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1990), 2-5; Pet@rtif, ed.,;The Mind of Thomas
Jefferson (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Pres€Q@7), 109-120.

198 |n contrast to early European settlers, indigersmaseties of eastern North America
had a more flexible understanding of property sgl®ee, Carolyn MercharEcological
Revolutions: Nature, Gender, and Science in NewdtgSecond Edition, (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 20-23, @-63, 92, 100. Most Americans
failed to understand Indians’ well-constructed giels regarding land use, consistently
identifying them as savages, or people with noomabir state formation. See Cronon, 54-
81, 127-156; Alfred W. Crosb¥cological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of
Europe, 900-190QNew York, 1986).
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historian Francis Jennings referred to such tesrsat of “the cant of conquest.”
Jennings and the historian James Merrell calledgesuch as “wilderness” part of
“loaded vocabularies.” Although contemporary edtgericans used the term
“wilderness,” Indigenous peoples had long alteredghysical environment to fit their
specific cultural needs. Because their use ofdhd tonflicted with Euro-American use
of land, white settlers referred to land occupigdraligenous people as a “wilderness.”
It is important to recognize that this was a corgerary perception. Such perceptions
matter for historians because they were not ontygfethe “cant of conquest” used to
justify the relentless dispossession of Indigerland claims, but also part of imagining
the nation-*°

In fact, the environment, which served mostly ashihckground of a captive’s
“beautifully and romantic” home, was drawn into tigavith malevolent description once

they entered “the woods.” The relatively commonusoence of “a heavy storm” seemed

109 3. WeatherwiséThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Nemvpishire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Laighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofd\Bslly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803).

10 Francis Jenningdhe Invasion of America: Indians, Colonialism, ahd Cant of
Conques(1975; reprint, New York: 1976 ); James Axtellptked Tongues: Moral
Judgments in Indian History,” iafter Columbus: Essays in the Ethnohistory of Cialon
North America(New York, 1988), 34—-44; James H. Merrell, “Secdimbughts on
Colonial Historians and American IndiansThe William and Mary Quarterjyvol. 69,
No. 3 (July 2012), pp. 451-512
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to elicit more fear outside of Euro-American setits''* Jemima Howe recalled how
“the sound of rolling thunder was terrible” and éey flash of expansive lightning”
seemed to set the “waters ablaze.” According toHinis narrative, immediately upon
departure, “rain descended in torrents; lightniftgshed dreadfully...and the thunder
rolled on awfully.” Contemporary Americans obserted “forest’s abundant and diverse
plant and animal life as simultaneously alluring areatening.**? Common
experiences, such as a rainstorm, carried moreoteaide of white settlements. In fact,
consistent use of the term “wilderness” obscureddilrersity of the environments from

which these women were taken.

While editors of captivity narratives described #mvironment as an oppositional
force, most of the Indigenous societies of Northetice viewed the natural environment
as vital for the sustainability of the human enmiteent. White settlers drew a sharp
distinction between the human and natural worldhis way, they viewed resources such
as animals, plants and rocks as commodities, wéoald be used for mercantile tradfg.
Where settlers sought mastery over their envirorijedigenous people sought

cooperation™** For Kinnan, who personalized every sight and sptmature seemed to

11 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityfe&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howe3, 4.

112 Alan Taylor, “Wasty Ways': Stories of American tBement,” Environmental
History. (July 1998), pp. 292, 294.

13 Theodore Steinberdyature Incorporated: Industrialization and the Watef New
England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991)rdflant, 47-50.
114 Merchant, 47-50, 259
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¥ Such details reminded the reader of the charatiteviof the

conspire against he
wilderness, which was to be seen as land awaitiegransition to private property.

In the wilderness, under threat of Indian attalk, riarratives functioned as
oblique (and sometimes explicit) calls for governingrotection of settlers. This was
particularly true of the narratives of Jemima Hqid/@92) and Susannah Johnson (1796),
which detailed their captivities from their homésrey the New Hampshire border in
1755 during the Seven Years’ Waf Although editors attempted to obscure differences
among Indigenous peoples by including highly seasatized and strikingly similar
depictions of violence against white settlers, reftd reading of the captivities of Howe
and Johnson reveal some distinctions. Howe andsdoiwere both taken captive by
Western Abenaki Indians and forced to travel todkn where they were eventually sold
to the French. None of the other captivity naregianalyzed in this chapter include
captivity among Western Abenaki or the French. Morportantly, the intention of
Howe and Johnson’s narrative, which will be morepg analyzed in the following
chapter, was to mobilize contemporary Americansnderstand the vulnerabilities of

frontier settlements as a national concern.

M5 A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinpdd0. In order to provide a
smoother narrative, | often ascribe the experietm&Snnan, rather than consistently
citing, Kinnan or her editor Kollock. | have madstchoice with the expectation that
the reader understands that | cannot verify whetfese words were Kinnan'’s or
Kollock’s.

118 The narratives of Howe and Johnson are the fottiemext chapter for the ways in
which they emphasized another concern of Amerieaders. Just as | highlighted the
attack on Howe’s home for the purposes of the agguradvanced in this chapter,
selections from Johnson’s narrative are analyzee foe the same reason.



57

In fact, in the opening paragraphs of Johnson'satiae, the reader is asked to
recall “the infancy of our country,” which did npermit an “organized government, to
stretch forth its protecting arm, in case of darig&rJohnson’s narrative was first
published in 1796 by David Carlisle, a local putdisin New Hampshire. Perhaps this
explains why her narrative seems to appeal moaeNew England audience, who were
less likely to have personal experiences contesimgownership with Indigenous
people. For example, in an effort to underscorestpeificance of her experience,
readers, who are “early in life,” were asked taatkthat the “sufferings of their parents
and ancestors” allowed for them to live “in a lasigpeace, where neither savages, nor
neighboring wars embitter lifé-*® Readers of Herbeson, Kinnan, Watts or Scott would
certainly not have associated their experiencesasiples of living in “a land of peace.”
That is, by nature of their publication, these bafytnarratives demonstrate that land
within the United States was contested, which noften than not included violent acts
rather than peaceful negotiations. Nor would remdéthese narratives have understood

“neighboring wars” with “savages” to be absent fritra current reality of these families.

7 Mrs. Susannah Willard Johnson Hastingd\arrative of the Captivity of Mrs.
Johnson, Containing an Account of Her Sufferingsim@uFour Years with the Indians
and the Frencl{Walpole, New Hampshire: Printed by David Carlid&96). At the time
of her captivity, Susannah was married to Mr. Johnslowever, by the time of
publication her first husband long deceased shemeased to a Mr. Hastings. This
narrative is much lengthier than other narrativesling one hundred-forty pages. Her
narrative is also organized much like Rowlandsamtuding an introduction and ten
chapters. Even in 1796, the North American frorthef Seven Years War was yet to be
identified as “The French and Indian Wa#\'Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnson
3.

118 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnso#, 5, 6, 9.
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The reader of Johnson’s narrative was once agaimded to “turn his attention to the
period when the facts took place” in order to reffreis memory “with the sad tidings of
his country’s sufferings” which now stood in corstréo the present'® The unobserved
or unacknowledged endurance of Indigenous peopéd®sthe counterfeit nature of
captivity narratives all the more pointed. The agstion of Johnson’s publisher reflected
an unwillingness to recognize Indigenous contineaaxoss the Northed%?.For
readers of Johnson’s narrative, who likely livedhia New England area, “defenceless
inhabitants” described people living in the past, contemporary Americans. To
recognize the endurance of Indigenous people “teneal to undermine entrenched
mythologies essential to Euro-American existertéeSpecifically, captivity narratives,
such as Johnson’s, were necessary to the legitiiatiye eyes of the federal
government) of white settler land claims as wellresconstruction of a national origin
story.

Yet, similar to the editors of the other women’diin captivity narratives
published between 1787 and 1811, Johnson’s edderalso attempting to expand the
relevance and meaning of a regional story. Accgrtlinthe content of Johnson’s
narrative, the federal government was “organizetf eapable of extending its

“protecting arm.” However, the editors of everyathivomen’s Indian captivity narrative

19 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsd) 9.
120 pelLucia, xii.

121 pelLucia, xii.
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published at this time, took individual stories aadast them in a way to spur a new
more expansive “countrymen” to action. SpecificatBaders of captivity narratives were
meant to understand vulnerability of those livitgng the borders and the necessity of
the federal government to protect these settlements

Readers abroad also looked to these texts to stadhekrthe authentic American
experience. In 1805 the narrative of Mrs. Franaast@ppeared in Richard Parkinson’s
A Tour in America, 1798, 1799, 1858 According to Parkinson, he included Scott’s
narrative in order to show his London readers “liangerous it was to live in the back
settlements.’In an effort to underscore his point, he explicéitgted that he hoped to
prevent the “industrious emigrant” from wasting¢ition this barren land"® In contrast
to American editors, whose intention reflected mafra call to action, even if only with
regard to readers’ sentiment, Parkinson issueéxhet opposite, a recommendation of
inaction.

At times, the content of women’s Indian captiviyrratives included rhetoric
which reflected an explicit appeal to understaredrédgional concerns of western
settlements as national concerns. Throughout heetyear captivity, Kinnan lamented

being “separated from [her] beloved country” as ehgaged in the “most menial and

122 Richard Parkinsor Tour in America in 1798,1799, and 1800: ExhiljtBketches of
Society And Manners, And a Particular Account ef America System of Agriculture,
With Its Recent Improvemenfepndon: Printed for J. Harding, 1805). Scott’srative
was first published in 1799.

123 parkinson, 29, 38, 45
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laborious” tasks and witnessed “numerous scalgisesf unfortunate countrymert*
Kinnan often recalled that “fear took possessioalbfher] faculties,” but nothing
seemed to have prepared her for “the numerousssoé[per] unfortunate countrymen,”
which were exhibited for her view. This recollectimarked a critical transition not only
in Kinnan’s narrative, but in the genre of womelmdian captivity narratives. For the
remaining half of her narrative, Kinnan continueamploy the rhetoric of the nation,
often using the phrase “unfortunate countrymeritlemtify with other captives. Terms
such as “unfortunate countrymen” or “beloved coymin,” had not appeared in any
women’s Indian captivity narratives published beawd 787 and 1795, the year of
Kinnan’s publication. These terms continued to appéth relative frequency
throughout the narratives published between 178951830. Fear of her “countrymen”
motivated the “Indians” to continuously relocatad&her heart grew more heavy” as she
remained “separated from [her] beloved counti§?Kinnan not only highlighted a
collective solidarity among her countrymen, she asfended the characteristics, which
were constitutive of this nation’s members. Shdarpd that a British agent, who came
to speak with her captors, “persuaded them thdidyenvas a leading trait in the
character of the people of the United States.”r@beked this criticism in thought
accusing the British of being deceitful: “O BritalHow heavy will be the weight of thy

crimes at the last great day! Instigated by thiee Jndian murderer plunges his knife into

124 1pid, 113.
125 A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinndd2, 113.
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the bosom of innocence, piety, and virtlé®Readers would have understood the
implication of such gendered language. Female wagtior “the bosom of innocence,
piety, and virtue,” were more than victims of “ladimurderers,” they were also
casualties of a broader imperial conflict over Mokmerican land.

Many captives, however, challenged contemporanggeexpectations with their
strength and resourcefulness, especially in segueidemption*?” Redemption of
captives in many ways tempered the anxieties ¢§ damericans regarding frontier
settlements. That is, while captivity narrativesliled the graphic description of the
death of several people, the survival of at leastwoman symbolized the viability of the

nation?® Some captives, such as Massy Herbeson, waitetdwrcaptor to fall

asleep® Once Herbeson escaped, she intentionally took¢berse from the Allegany,

126 A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinnan3.

127 For more on the ways in which gendered expectativere often in conflict with the
reality of the early republic see Mary Beth NortBounding Mothers and Fathers:
Gendered Power and the Forming of AmeriGaotiety (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1996); Mary Beth NortorSeparated by Their Sew/omen in Public and Private in the
Colonial Atlantic World (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2011); Rosat¥yedThe
Politics of Women’s Bodies: Sexuality, Appearaacel Behavioy (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998). For more on the ways irctviwomen, who were politically
disenfranchised, still made indirect, but essewcalributions to the body politic see:
Gerda Lerner, “Placing Women in History: Definit®oand Challenges,” iReminist
StudiesVol. 3, No. 1/2 (Autumn, 1975), 5.

128 Other scholars have argued that captivity nareathvave long served to demonstrate
the superiority of white civilization. That is, talling of the captive’s redemption and
reintegration into white society, readers were méannderstand this as validation of the
superiority of white civilization. For more, seetivork of Slotkin and Namias.
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in order to deceive the Indians.” She followedriver until she was opposite “Carter’s
house,” at which point a man she identified by nasgisted her from the riv&t’

Others, such as Mrs. Scott, took advantage of &reseen opportunity. After eleven
days of captivity, “the four Indians that had heccharge stopped at a place...to hunt”
leaving Mrs. Scott under the supervision of “an wian.” Mrs. Scott waited until “her
keeper” was busy “graining a deer skin” to requisérty to go a small distance to a
stream of water to wash the blood off her aprom lilaal remained besmeared since the
fatal night of the murder of her daughter.” Aftaiging his permission, Mrs. Scott
“proceeded on without delay...until late in the evieni*** Mrs. Watts also waited until
the Indians were in “a sound sleep” before she nhe@de@scape “in as silent a manner as
possible.**? Contemporaries may have viewed women as the “wesae” but this

perceived vulnerability was also what allowed mamgn to underestimate their female

129 Herbeson'’s five-year-old son was inconsolabléhaggtoup crossed the Alleghany
River, and as a result he suffered a similar fateig three-year old brother.

130 Affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses of dreeick Manheim's Family; To

which are Added, An Encounter between a White MahTavo Savages; Adventures of
Capt. Isaac Stewart; Deposition of Mercy Herbesddyentures and Sufferings of Peter
Williamson; Remarkable Adventures of Jackson Jobpiecount of the Destruction of
the Settlements at Wyomititxeter, Massachusetts: Printed for Chapman Whitgcomb
1793.

131 Archibald Loudon, ed., “A Narrative of the Captivand Escape of Mrs. Frances
Scott, an Inhabitant of Washington County, Virgjhia A Selection of Some of the Most
Interesting Narratives., (Carlisle: 1808), 44-45.

132 3. WeatherwiséThe Connecticut, Rhode-Island, Massachusetts, Nemvpishire &
Vermont farmers almanac, for the year of our Loighéeen hundred three. ... also--
containing an affecting account of the death ofd\Bslly & Hannah Watts, who were
taken prisoners and murdered by the Indians, orbtheof April, 1802(Connecticut,
1803). The pages of Watts’ account are not numbdited information can be found on
the second and third page of the narrative.
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captives. While the consequence for such an assumgtowed captives such as Watts
to escape, others “took up the hatchet,” and “&ffdty put an end to [her captor’s]
existence while he continued sleepirg”

For other captives, such as Mary Kinnan, escaperatfuired communication
and cooperation with family members. After morentlhayear in captivity, Kinnan
received a letter from her brother in Detroit. Tleytinued to exchange correspondence
for six months through “the Indian traders” befagreeing on when he would
“ameliorate [her] condition.” The possibility of heedemption brought her comfort, but
the “delicious cordial to [her] drooping spirits’as the knowledge that her friends and
relatives “still entertained for [her] a warm, ingséoned affection®®* For Kinnan, her
ability to return to and be accepted within whigdtlement was of equal importance to
her survival. Kinnan waited until her captors hallieih asleep before she “stole out about
eleven o’clock” to meet her brother, who then “dfégr] in one of his own suits of
clothes and tied a handkerchief over [her] eyesth\WWer features disguised, she avoided
being “re-claimed by some of the Indians” beforatoing the ship, which delivered her
from captivity’® Kinnan was “overcome with joy” as she passed ‘tite United

States,” specifically to the home of a family memioneNew Jersey, marking the end of

133 panther, 22.
134 A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinndn4.

135 A True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary KinndBlizabethtown, NJ: Shepard
Kollock, 1795), in Kathryn Zabelle Derounian-Stoaoéd. Women’dndian Captivity
Narratives, New York: Penguin Books, 1998), 109-112. 109-1115-116.
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her captivity **Editors highlighted the redemption of captivesenftoncluding
narratives with the woman returning “home” in afodfto underscore the viability of the

nation.

nnnnn *kkkkkk *kkkhkk *kkkkk *kk *kkk *hkkkkkkkkkk

The explosion of printed materials throughout theyerepublic allowed
publishers to reach a national audieh¢@Vomen’s captivity narratives published
between 1787 through 1811 reveal more to us thateount of their captivity, more
than a cautionary tale for readers whose only emeowexperience would be in their
imaginations. Indian captivity narratives simultausly exposed and tempered the
anxieties facing early Americans with regard tdora! stability. Those who wrote of
captivity offer historians an opportunity to undargd not only the challenges of
organizing western settlement, but also how earheAcans constructed an
understanding of their nation.

Such understanding was built upon the notion ofdnammd family. In doing so,
home became a metaphor for nation. For what waiamif it could not guarantee the
settlements of its citizens? Consistent, often lgighnsationalized, depictions of
violence perpetrated against white settlers fitteglpages of captivity narratives. Editors

obscured the differences between Indigenous granpsder to create a "monolithic

1361 1785 Shepard Kollock established his printsimoflizabethtown, New Jersey and
printed mostly religious texts. Kollock capitalized the redemption of Kinnan with the
1795 publication oA True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary Kinnan

137 Susan Bransofhese Fiery Frenchified Dames: Women and Polit@alture in
Early National Philadelphia(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pre¥x)1), 5.
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other." Yet, Indigenous peoples were certainlythetonly "other" offered up in contrast
to the image of the white settler throughout theye@public, as evidence from the
following chapter will demonstrate.

Captivity narratives offer a window into discusssaf national identity, which
emerged out of virulent political struggle. Womeo&ptivity narratives reveal to us
exactly what was at stake in the early decadeseofoung nation, the vulnerability of its
borders, populated by “innocent citizens of thenfier.” Through the trope of settler
victimization, readers were able to identify willetprotagonist, her home and family.
Consistent descriptions of Indians “plundering tloeise of all its valuables,” before they
took “unfortunate women” as captives, encourageaAcan readers to perceive
grievances against an individual, including both lites of life and property, as
grievances against the nation. In doing so, theysfiormed a confederation of states into
a nation. Female captives, their editors, and timercan readers were all participants in
the construction of this identity, which was conictory, contested and always in
process.

While white settlers continued to challenge Indigies land claims with more and
more westward settlement, the young nation alsdest&o address the implication of
events across the Atlantic. Specifically, many Aiceats became preoccupied with the
events of the French Revolution and its potentigdact on the American nation. After

1795, “as relations between France and the Uniteig Sdeteriorated,” the content of
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some of the most widely circulated women'’s Indiaptevity narratives also evolved to

reflect the anti-French sentiment which came toidate many public political spac&¥.

138 Eor more on anti-French sentiment see Bransoegcélly chapter 3.
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CHAPTER 3
CAPTIVITY AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A COLLECTIVE MEM®Y IN THE
1790s

Central to the genre of Indian captivity narrativess white settlers' "memory" of
Indigenous peoples as violent perpetrators. Hastarhave long been skeptical of the
reliability of memory. That is, historians geneyakgard accounts recorded at the time
better than those recalled years later. Yet, schdlave also come to agree that "'memory
is constructed, not reproduced.” And, such constms "occur in the context of
community, broader politics, and social dynami¢& 'Rather than evaluating the
accuracy of memory, scholars of the early reputdice become interested in
understanding thevaysin which Americans remembered evelifsTherefore, if memory
is constructed and historical context is cruciadwo understanding of this process, what
can we learn from the 1790s publication of two séiytnarratives detailing experiences
of the Seven Years War? How did the context oflif@0s affect the way in which the
editors constructed the captivity of Jemima Howe 8nsannah Johnson? What role did
the memory of their captivities play in the emermgeof an American national identity?
The 1790s was a turbulent decade for AmericansoNlgtwas the young nation

still facing continuous threats to its sovereigallgng its western boundaries, but its

strongest European ally, France, was embroiledvolution. By 1793, war between

139 Michael Kammen, Introduction fdystic Chords of Memory: The Transformation of
Tradition in American CulturéNew York, 1991), citations on pages 9-10.

140 5ee Alfred F. YoungThe Shoemaker and the Tea Party: Memory and theidane
Revolution(Boston: Beacon Press, 1999).
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France, Britain and Spain brought military conftietthe Caribbean, which was of
substantially more geographical concern than wagmetxtions across the Atlantic.
Moreover, the Caribbean was vital for the Atlat@mnomy, as sugar, coffee and other
cash crops fueled many economi&swhile the French Revolution elicited various
responses from contemporary Americans, Franceeofid-1790s was "viewed by many
in the United States as a bloody, irrational ameaous republic'*? Having written
and discarded two Constitutions, executed the fommnarch, Louis XVI and his wife
Marie Antoinette along with thousands of otherRobespierre’s “Reign of Terror,”
France was in turmoil. Many Americans sought taatise themselves from any
comparison that linked the American Revolutionite thanges occurring in France. It is
within this context that the captivity narrativeé’slemima Howe and Susannah Johnson
were published. Yet, the narratives were not actsoohcontemporary events, but rather
detailed their experiences as English colonistinduthe Seven Years War, the last of the
imperial wars between Britain and France that a&igthe American West. Indeed,
control of "the West" had become the driving fobetween Europe's two imperial

powers in the mid-eighteenth centdf§ These narratives became "useful collective

141 Francois Furstenberdvhen the United States Spoke French: Five Refugees
Shaped a Natior{New York: Penguin Press, 2014), 42-43.

142 carol Smith Rosenberghis Violent Empire: The Birth of an American Natib
Identity, (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre2§10), 277.

143 For more discussion on this point see Gregory éblék,American Frontiers:
Cultural Encounters and Continental Conquébtew York: Hill and Wang, 1997), 78.
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fictions" in which the memory of such events cobidpositioned as evidence for the
viability of the young nation and in turn a forae American national belongirg?

This chapter focuses primarily on the captivityratives of Jemima Howe (1792)
and Susannah Johnson (1758) Although both women were taken captive from New
Hampshire during the 1750s, their narratives wetgaoblished until the 1790s. To
Americans in the 1790s, the Seven Years War haonhe@ leading symbol in the
creation of an American history, and Howe and Johrived long enough to be thought
of as some of the last members of this generafinalysis of these narratives
compliments the work of Fred Anderson, who argured George Washington’s
recollection of the Seven Years War was the bendhafameaning by which

contemporaries measured America’s pursuit for natod'*® Because both narratives

144 borrow the term "collective fiction" from Chrise M. DelLucia's recent work on
Pilgrim centric narratives regarding the memorKofg Philip's War. See Christine M.
Delucia, Memory Lands: King Philip's War and thad# of Violence in the Northeast,
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2018), xi.

145 Bunker GayA Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivity f&irfgs and
Deliverance of Mrs. Jemima Howe, of Hinsdale in Néampshireg(Boston: Belknap and
Young, 1792); Mrs. Susannah Willard Johnson Hastiid\Narrative of the Captivity of
Mrs. Johnson, Containing an Account of Her SuffgsiBuring Four Years with the
Indians and the FrencfWalpole, New Hampshire: Printed by David Carlid#&96).

146 Ered AndersorCrucible of War: The Seven Years' War and the B&tEmpire in
British North America, 1754-176@New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 2000); Fred Anderson,
A Short History of the French and Indian War: Tharwhat Made America(New York:
Viking, 2005), especially page xix. Anderson comtethat the French and Indian War
“opened the door to the Revolutio"Short History 265. While this dissertation does
not address the validity of such a claim, my wargmorts Anderson in identifying the
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were written and published well after the eventsuo®ed, they became part of a
collective memory, a national past. Their expergswere intimate accounts of a
national discourse in which knowledge of the outepthat is, English victory and the
virtual elimination of French territory in North Aermica at the conclusion of war in 1763,
frames the entire story. Yet, the narratives didemphasize the English victory, but
rather recast the story as part of the U.S. pastdties of captivity during the Seven
Years War included "frontier miseries” as well aareples of triumph and survival that
shaped Americans' sense of themselves as a néliercolonists may have been subjects
of British empire, but this was also the generatbGeorge Washington, military hero
of the Seven Years War as well as one of the ratfonnders. What also emerged,
especially by the publication of Johnson’s nargtivas not only an emphasis on the
perfidy of the French, specifically the way theyreveast in the narratives as the puppet-
masters of the Indians, but also a message abestability and viability of the
American nation. As a point of contrast, | alsdude analysis of Elizabeth Hanson’s
1728 narrative. Like Howe and Johnson, Hanson ivagylin New Hampshire when she
was taken captive by group of Western Abenaki mehlater sold to the French in
Canada. Yet, anti-French rhetoric was virtuallyeadtghroughout Hanson's much earlier
narrative.

Aside from an implied interest in recording eveiotsposterity, not all editors of

captivity narratives included an explicit purpose fublication. Indeed, the purpose for

importance of remembering the French and IndianfaraAmericans’ understanding of
nation in the late eighteenth century.
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publication varied among the narratives of Hanstmye and Johnson, with the latter
two constructing a narrative more closely tied viitbas of national belonging. Hanson’s
narrative, which was originally published in Phi#ghia by Samuel Keimer in 1728, was
popular on both sides of the Atlanfithe title, God’s Mercy Surmounting Man'’s Cruelty,
Exemplified in the Captivity and Redemption ofd&eth Hanson wife of John Hanson,
of Knoxmarsh at Kecheachy, in Dover township, whs taken captive with her
children, and maid-servant, by the Indians in Nemgiand, in the year 1724eflected

the allegorical interpretation of God's workinglwehalf of the captiv&’’ The title page

147 God’s Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruelty, Exemplifiedhe Captivity and
Redemption of Elizabeth Hanson wife of John HansbKnoxmarsh at Kecheachy, in
Dover township, who was taken captive with herdrbih, and maid-servant, by the
Indians in New-England, in the year 1724; In whik inserted, sundry remarkable
preservations, deliverances, and markshef care and kindness of Providence over her
and her children, worthy to be remembered. Thetamos of which was taken from her
own mouth, and now published for general seryBhiladelphia: Samuel Keimer, 1728);
(Philadelphia, 1754).

The religious rhetoric of the title was excisedhia London publications. Elizabeth
HansonAn Account Of The Captivity Of Elizabeth Hansortel@f Kacheky In New
England, Who With Four Of Her Children, And Servifatid Was Taken Captive By The
Indians And Carried Into Canada: Setting Forth Werious Remarkable Occurrences,
Sore Trials And Wonderful Deliverances Which Béfam After Their Departure To
The Time Of Their Redemptiqhondon, 1760, 1787, 1791). The title pages of all
London editions edited by Samuel Bowmas claimeaktthe result of his interview with
Hanson in 1727. Yet, the content and structurenagely identical in the London and
American editions, scholars agree they could nee lieeen taken down on separate
occasions. That is, the editor of the London editworked directly from a copy of the
American edition." See Richard Van DerBeets, Hedghttve by Indians: Selected
Narratives 1642-1846, (Knoxville: The Universityoénnessee Press, 1973), 131. For
more on publication history of Hanson see R.W.Gl,Vidne Voice of the Old Frontier,
(New York: Octagon, 1970) and Kathryn Zabelle De&ian-Stodola and James Arthur
Levernier,The Indian Captivity Narrative, 1550-1900ew York: Twayne Publishers,
1993), 8.
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indicated that the "substance" of Hanson's stogs"teken from her own mouth," but it
did not indicate by whom. According to the finahtence of Hanson's narrative, the
purpose for recording her account was so "thatehder hereof provoked with more care
and fear to serve him in Righteousness and Hunghty then my designed End and
Purpose will be answered® Similar to captivity narratives of the seventeeatidl early
eighteenth centuries, the reader was meant to Miawson's captivity through a Christian
lens in which her redemption was evidence of Go@scy and subsequently the reader's
gratitude. However, the editors of Howe's narratieenot include such explicit
intentions for the reader. Given the publicatiostdny of Howe's narrative, purpose for
publication can be identified. David Humphrey, pioemt New England publisher,
included Jemima Howe's captivity experiences asqgidris larger biography of a
notable figure from the Revolutionary Wam Essay on the Life of Israel Putnam
1788. Putnam and Howe were acquaintances, as Pbdescorted Howe from Canada
after Col. Schuyler secured her redempfithTwo years after Putnam's biography
reached audiences, historian and writer Jeremyraelisent out a broadside request for

"verifiable incidents" he could use in a historyNdw Hampshire that he was compiling.

For more on captivity narratives as a demonstrasfattivine deliverance see Greg
Sieminski, “The Puritan Captivity Narrative and telitics of the American
Revolution,” American Quarterly42 (March 1990), 35-56; Pauline Turner Strong,
Captive Selves, Captivating Others: The Politicd Boetics of Colonial American
Captivity NarrativegBoulder, Co: Westview Press, 1999).

148 God’s Mercy Surmounting Man's Cruel§2.

149 Col. Schuyler redeemed both Howe and Putnam fhenftench during the Seven
Years' War.
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Bunker Gay, minister of Hinsdale, New Hampshirepmnded to Belknap's request with
a first person account of Jemima Howe's captiviyned by his comments. In 1792
Belknap gave permission for Gay's manuscript leéttdre extracted frormhe History of
New Hampshirand issued as a separate pamphlet. Thus, in 1u82eBGay published
A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityfe&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima HoweSimilar to Howe's narrative, an explicitly rebigis intention was also
absent from the narrative of Susannah Johnsod.796, New Hampshire publisher,
David Carlisle, published Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnson Contag an
Account of Her Sufferings, During Four Years, with Indians and FrenclAlthough
credited to Susannah Johnson as a first persomizszholars have confirmed that the
details of her captivity were primarily shaped key kbditor as well as local lawyer, John
C. Chamberlain. New England of the 1790s was niyt thie political base of the
Federalists but, also maintained a political celtong imbued with anti-Catholic and
anti-French sentiment® Therefore, initial publication of Howe and John'samarratives,
which recalled events of captivity among the Freact their Indigenous allies is not
surprising.

Although the publication of narratives such as ¢hdetailing Howe and Johnson
was long after the events reportedly occurred, nmfemgrican readers would have been
familiar with the captivity of these women. Readef®utnam'’s biography would have
learned about Howe four years prior to her nareatiging published as an independent

pamphlet. Details of Johnson's captivity were aistuded in one of the most popular

150 Fyrstenberg, 42.
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captivity narratives of the eighteenth centukyraithful Narrative, of the many Dangers
and Sufferings, as well as wonderful DeliverandeRabert EastburnAccording to
Eastburn's narrative, the Johnson family "wererniakea Time of Peace and made
prisoners between three and four Years...and hisddafieered [their fourth child] on the
road to Canada:® Similarly, the Johnson narrative included detabisut the arrival of
the Howe family in Montreal. According to Johnsonarrative, “a scout of savages
brought a number of prisoners into Montreal.” Amahgse prisoners were two children
belonging to "Mrs. Howe, the fair captive celebdgite Humphrey's life of Putnant®
Such observations are significant. Including thea@s of other captives or in the case of
Johnson, including a detailed bibliographic refeesrdemonstrated the pervasiveness of
women’s captivity within American publications. Thervasiveness of women’s
captivity facilitated a shared memory as well agase of national belonging.

The pervasiveness of women's captivity demonstridwedole such stories played
in the emergence of an American national idenkty. example, Johnson's narrative was
also published in 1797 and subsequently circulétemighout the Philadelphia ar€4.
Scholars may have initially overlooked this pultica as another edition of Johnson's

narrative because publisher, J. Mitchell, citedé®mah Willard as the author. Willard

151 Robert Eastburr Faithful Narrative of the Many Dangers and Stiffgs as Well as
Wonderful Deliverances of Robert Eastbuidhiladelphia: William Dunlap, 1758), 39.

152 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsd®1.
153 For more on the circulation of this edition seey@a EbersoleCaptured by Texts:

Puritan to Postmodern Images of Indian Captivigharlottesville: University of
Virginia Press, 1995); Smith Rosenberyjs Violent Empireespecially page 224.
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and Johnson were indeed the same woman, as sheieshater the death of her first
husband. This edition of Johnson's narrative alstuded a variation in titlefhe Captive
American; or, A Narrative of the Sufferings of Mishnson, during Four Years Captivity
with the Indians and French’ Although only three words accounted for the differe,
the meaning is quite significant, especially sitiebody of the narrative remained
unchanged. Johnson's narrative not only placeexmariences within "the infancy of our
country,” but they also identified her experienassAmerican. Such a title allowed
readers to universalize Johnson's experienceslgsiive of an American experience.
This edition was also unique for the advertisenpage, which was not included in any
of the other editions of Johnson's narrative. Tditoe used this space to provide the
reader with the purpose for publication. Accordioghe editor, the "following
narrative...contains an event which a few years ag® unfortunately too frequently
experienced by the inhabitants of the western ieoinf North America—that is captivity
by the Indians.” Furthermore, according to theaedihe narrative offered "a contrast to
the tranquil situation which the present inhabiaajoy.*>® Consistent with the body of
the narrative, readers were encouraged to dravinhortant conclusions related to their
nation. First, Johnson's experience representetileency of white settlers, who
endured "captivity by the Indians." Second, heregignce was meant to evoke a sense of

gratitude for the current generation of Americamso enjoy a "tranquil” existence.

154 Susannah WillardThe Captive American; or, A Narrative of the Stiffgs of Mrs.
Johnson, during Four Years Captivity with the Imdiaand French(Carlisle: Printed by
J. Mitchell, 1797)

1%5The Captive Americar,
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Howe's narrative, which arguably reached the widadience among the three
narratives, was included in a variety of instrucéibmaterials for teachers. Placed in the
hands of young American readers, captivity narestireld the power to influence the
construction of national memory as well as natiadenhtity. Howe’'s narrative appeared
in Caleb Bingham’s 1794 publication ©he American Preceptor: Being a Selection of
Lessons for Reading and Speaking, Designed fdddeeof Schoolsin 1809 Noah
Webster included Howe’s narrative in his rival et American Selection of Lessons in
Reading and Speaking; Calculated to Improve thedslisnd Refine the Tastes of Youth;
To Which are Prefixed Rules of Elocution and Diiets for Expressing the Principal
Passions of the Mind®® Her narrative continued to appear in the annuidibes of both
works throughout the nineteenth century. Thus &madles, schoolchildren read Howe's
account alongside speeches from Cicero and Geogghigton, short stories, advice for
parents, and historical accounts of Christopheu@blus and Pocahontas. Howe’s was
theonly captivity narrative published in either text. Sianito the accounts of Columbus
and Pocahontas, Howe's captivity narrative providsstlers with more than a lesson in
history. It created a collective memory, a sharast for young American students, and a
sense of national belonging, in which the Frencheveast not as the deciding factor for

an American victory in its War for Independence, tather as the ally of the “savage

1%6Caleb BinghamThe American Preceptor: Being a Selection of Les$onReading

and Speaking, Designed for the Use of Sch¢Blsston: Maning and Loring for Hall,
1794), 176-185; Noah Webstém American Selection of Lessons in Reading and
Speaking; Calculated to Improve the Minds and Retfire Tastes of Youth; To Which are
Prefixed Rules of Elocution and Directions for Eegsing the Principal Passions of the
Mind (Philadelphia: Published by David Hogan, 1809}336
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Indian,” who threatened the stability of Englishitlegnent in North America. Yet, similar
to accounts of Columbus and Pocahontas, Howe'svitgpepresented the past, while at
the same time it endorsed the viability of the ypuation. Young readers could
categorize these stories as part of the challeofgesnquest and also reasonably
conclude that they were part of the inevitablestgyry of American continental
domination.

Of the three narratives, Johnson's included ari@tpldidactic tone. The editors
used her memory of the Seven Years War in ordéréaaers would "be directed to a
politicized reading of their preserit” The reader was often addressed directly
throughout Johnson's narrative. A few examplestilate this point. The narrative began
with a broad generalization about how "our couhtg so long been exposed to Indian
wars, that recitals of exploits and sufferings apes and deliverances, have become both
numerous and trite." Yet, Johnson's narrative elsioned that “[a] detail of the miseries
of a ‘frontier man,” must excite pity of everyon&avclaims humanity.Such miseries
included “gloominess of the rude forest, the distafiom friends and competent defense,

and the daily inroads and nocturnal yells of hedtildians.” Her narrative presented a

157 For Carroll, the 1796 edition reflected the Felisraolitics of Carlisle and
Chamberlain. Similarly, according to Eustace, t&4ledition carried urgent political
value in the midst of the War of 1812. Lorrayne rGlyr* Affecting History’:
Impersonating Women in the Early RepubliEdrly American Literature39, no. 3
(2004): 511-552, quotation on page 521, 546; Ni€alstace1812: War and the
Passions of Patriotispr{Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Pre&¥l 2), especially
chapter 4. For more on the emerging political paystem of the early republic see
Andrew W. Robertson, “Afterword: Reconceptualizifgfersonian Democracy,” in
Journal of the Early Republié/ol. 33, No. 2 (Summer 2013), pp. 317-334.
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shared memory for the readers, “who can recollexinar that existed between France
and England fifty years ago,” but also a tale aftia, to remain vigilant. Similar to
other narratives, white settlers were describedasns, whose main objective was the
“employment of husbandry,” yet they often still Hadcarry “weapons of war” to the
“sacred house of prayer” on Sundays. Not only wetiée settlers unsafe within their
places of worship, Johnson's narrative asserted,libmes offered little comfort from
the "daily reports of captured families and slaeghd friends.” Evocative phrases such
as the “fears of lisping children” were includedaim effort to incite gratitude among
"readers early in life." The final paragraphs & tlarrative recalled the many “valuable
lessons" learned throughout captivity, such as Vtilae of patience” and “gratitude.”
Readers "early in life" were once again addresseddognize that “their lives fell in a
land of peace, where neither savages nor neighdparams embitter life, unlike the
suffering which their parents and ancestors endufétiThe erasure of Indigenous
peoples perpetuated a myth and also reinforcedi@ar@mong American readers that
continental dominance was inevitable.

Consistent with other women's Indian captivity atives, the narratives of
Hanson, Howe and Johnson cast Indigenous peoptggpissition to white settlers.
Editors of these narratives also employed simHetaric in their descriptions of
Indigenous peoples. For example, readers would baga familiar with descriptions of
“menacing frowns from the savages, [which] soonasga silence” among even the

youngest of captives, “meagre fare,” “war dancésfernal yelling,” as well as the

158 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johns@9
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“unwelcome and unpleasant lodgings of the wigwanhich could “not be thought of as

4'%° Readers would also have

a pleasing residence to one accustomed to civilife
been familiar with what editors identified as “matal practice” among Indigenous
societies that whomever “first laid hands on agrés considered him as his property,”
and often times this “prisoner” was adopt¥d.

Most familiar to readers would have been the oggsoene of attack on the
homes of white settlers. Each of these narratiessribed the women's communities as
"frontier towns" of New Hampshire in "imminent damd' They also began with a
familiar and stereotypically violent attack. Acciongl to Hanson's narrative, in August
1725 a group of "eleven Indians, armed with tomatsaand guns...came furiously into
the house®* According to Howe's narrative, in late July 17%%dve the men could
reach the safety of the fort, they “were fired uppgriwelve Indians.” Having heard the
gunfire, the three women anxiously opened the galgto be surprised by “a number of
hideous Indians,” who took the women and theirdriih captive. According to Howe,
the Indians “plundered and put fire to the Fortfdve leading them “into the wood&%?

In 1754, according to Johnson's narrative, shesteobwith exultation” upon her

husband's return from a fur trading expedition en@ecticut, but her relief would be

159 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsd®, 59, 60, 61.

180 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsd@5, 66;A Genuine and Correct Account
of the Captivity, Suffering and Deliverance of Mlemima Howg21.
161 God’s Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruel®.

162 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityfe&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howel 1.
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short lived. A repeated knocking on their door exliker husband from bed. As he
opened the door, the neighbor warned, “Indiansfindon’s husband “sprang to his
guns,” but amidst the chaos, their neighbor faitedlose the door, which allowed “a
crowd of savages, fixed horribly for war, [to rughliously in.” With her husband
immediately bound, she, “in the last days of pregyd and her children were led nearly
naked from their beds. The Indians then “confidehtindled up” what “little plunder
their hurry would allow” before they set “fire the buildings.*®3

Although largely consistent throughout the bodyhef narratives, these texts
offered some variation with regard to the captieelbural perspective of Indigenous
people. That is, while each narrative identifiedigrenous peoples as "savage,"” the
editors also included examples of Indigenous "Hutgaand Civility." Drawing attention
to such evidence is significant for the early Aroari reader, as well as for contemporary
scholars. Evidence of Indigenous civility providemhtemporary readers with a
benchmark against which commentary regarding intenas with the French could be
judged. And for contemporary scholars, such evidasfters an alternative conclusion to
the scholarship, which only emphasizes the negatipeesentations of Indigenous
peoples found within captivity narrative¥.For example, according to Hanson's

narrative, she was surprised that her captor fretfjuassisted her, at times even carrying

163 A Narrativeof the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsph4-18, 24.

154 For one example of this generalization see eslyepiage 227 of Smith Rosenberg,
This Violent Empirgin which she argues "Native Americans are reprteskas the
antithesis of the pious and civilized European Aigzer...no native nobility shines
forth.”
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her infant daughter. Such actions were "more tkhg][could have expected." According
to Hanson's narrative, the Indians "were very ¢wivard captive women, not offering
any incivility by any indecent carriagé® Perhaps most surprising to Hanson was her
interactions with the “Indian squaws,” who havirgserved her “uneasiness” at learning
that her “milk was intirely dried up,” advised hermake milk from boiling crushed
walnuts, water, and corn meal. Soon, her infang&eto thrive and look welf:®®
Although she criticized Indigenous peoples forrlyi‘for the most part, either in riot or
excess,” she only used the term “barbarous” twiceughout her entire narrative. The
narrative of Jemima Howe also included some pasititeractions with her Indigenous
captors. Similar to other captives, the membetdamfe's family were separated, and
when she was permitted to see her two year oldsswnyas delighted that he was "in
tolerable health and circumstances, under the gfoteof a fine Indian mother®
Likewise, Susannah Johnson's narrative recognizechdnity” from her Indigenous

captors when they "busied themselves in makingeaidi warm her" after she waded

185 God’s Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruelty, Exemplifiedhe Captivity and
Redemption of Elizabeth Hanson wife of John HangbKnoxmarsh at Kecheachy, in
Dover township, who was taken captive with herdekih, and maid-servant, by the
Indians in New-England, in the year 1724; In whik inserted, sundry remarkable
preservations, deliverances, and markshef care and kindness of Providence over her
and her children, worthy to be remembered. Thetamos of which was taken from her
own mouth, and now published for general serihiladelphia: Samuel Keimer, 1728),
5, 9, 36; (Philadelphia, 1754).

156 God's Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruelty3, 15

187 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityfe&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howell
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across a cree¥® According to Johnson's narrative, her Indigenastars showed her a
great deal of consideration, treating her "with $hene attention that they did their
natural kindred*¢° Inclusion of these observations is significantresy demonstrate
some variation among Indian captivity narratives.tihe analysis from the previous
chapter demonstrates, most captivity narrativegqyed Indigenous people in a
monolithic way in an effort to draw "stark contiasf white and red™*° Yet, not all
observations of Indigenous "sympathy to their cagsti were "explained away" through
editorial commentary. That is, the narratives d¢fnkon and Howe demonstrate that
Indigenous peoples were not the only "contrastitige® utilized in the construction of a
sense of national belonging. In fact, narrativesitieg the Seven Years War emphasize
the perfidy of the French in an effort to distingluthe early American republic from the

perceived excesses and failures of Revolutionaapée.

In fact, Indigenous peoples were not the only sttbjeited for lack of humanity,
as the French were also included in varying degitgesighout the narratives of Hanson,
Howe and Johnson. The overall tone of Hanson'saitieer regardless of whether it was
published in 1728 or 1754, was substantially lesglic regarding the French than
narratives published in America throughout the B7/%anson spent the final month of

her captivity among the French. According to heratave, she expressed gratitude for

168 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johns@9.
189 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsd.

170 Smith Rosenberd;his Violent Empire227-229.
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"having changed my Landlord, my Table and Diet" aadcluded the French were civil
beyond what [she] could have expected." For Harnganpther captives, civility was
judged by specific markers, which included humabjetts as well as material objects. In
both eighteenth-century American editions, Hansoatsative also included a graphic,
yet familiar scene for readers of Indian captivigcording to the narrative, after
“having killed two of my children, they scalped thea practice common with these
people, which is whenever they kill any English plepthey cut the skin from the crown
of their heads and carry it with them.” Such scalpse kept “for a testimony and
evidence that they have killed so many, receivimgetimes a reward of a sum of money
for every scalp** In the American editions, the individual or grqupviding “reward
of a sum of money for every scalp” remained unitfieat For American readers of 1728
or 1754 editions, the French, who were likely pdavgy pecuniary reward "for every
scalp,” were not portrayed as major actors in tleesats. In fact, explicit criticism of the
French was limited to one phrase throughout Hassarrative. Specifically, Hanson
reportedly lamented as a "Romish priest" baptizzdiifant soon after their arrival at a

French settlemenit?

Yet, the French factored more prominently in therataves of both Howe and
Johnson, both of whom endured much longer captesperiences. Although Howe and

Johnson were held captive in the same Frenchaeestof Canada, their experiences

11 God’s Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruelfy

"2God’s Mercy Surmounting Man’s Cruelty7.
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were not entirely identical. According to both radives, the women initially viewed the
alliance between their Indigenous captors and thadh as an advantage. That is, both
Howe and Johnson reportedly requested transfer lindigenous settlement in order that
they “might be disposed of among some of the Fremcabitants of Canada.” Eventually
Howe's “repeated and earnest solicitations,” carednher Indigenous captor to
accompany Howe and her infant to Montreal “in hopleinding a market” for her there.
Yet, Howe's relief was short lived as the wife &atain French gentleman” refused to
"buy a woman that has a child.” Although Howe reg&uaf to St. Francis, where she
remained for several months, she would eventualgdid to an officer in the French
armyX”® According to Howe's narrative, she was relievelldseparated from "the
barbarous Indians," as Governor de Vauderuil odiére officer to make her “situation
and service to the French family as easy and déligis possible** Similarly, Johnson
was reportedly pleased to learn she and her twdrehi were purchased by the
DuQuesnes, a family of "respectability’”® According to the narratives of Howe and
Johnson, both advocated for placement with thedfremhere they assumed their
circumstances would improve.

Although these assumptions were implied throughtawe's narrative, Johnson's

narrative provided much more explicit detail. Ugibair arrival near Lake Champlain,

173 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityf&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howe?, 8, 9

174 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityf&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howel 6.
175 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsdg, 72
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Johnson reportedly expressed relief in “being @éebd from savage captivity” into the
settlement of "civilized Frenchmen." Specificallye material possessions of the French
were then contrasted with those of with Indigenpesples, as indictors of civilization as
well as that which "characterized the best paa pation.” Rather than having to eat
meals "upon their knees" or sleep "in a mannerrti@e resembled cows in a shed, than
human beings in a house," Johnson's narrative ‘Gtehge of linen," "bowls of brandy,"
chairs and beds as indicators of civilization. Bbse these observations, she concluded
that her experiences while under the command oFteach would be more hospitable
than they had been under her Indigenous captoesibec'they had no claim to the
benefits of civilization *"®

Yet, the details of Howe and Johnsons experiencdsemmined this initial

assumption. Indicative of the long history of raligs tensions between Protestants and
Catholics, both narratives placed blame firmly vitib French as they attributed the

captives' “affliction” to the “blind superstitionhich is inculcated by their [Catholic]
monks and friars**’ According to Howe's narrative, both of her daughteere
"conveyed to the same nunnery" upon their arriv@uebec. Although she wrote

directly to Governor de Vauderuil for the releat@er daughters, she lamented that they

176 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johns@9-49, 52-54, 62-64

Y7 For another example of the role religion playethia captivity experience of those
English settlers sold to the French or to theinveoted Indian allies, see John Demos,
The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Earlyefica (New York: Random
House, 1994). For Demos’ reference to a “Protesti@nwt England” in contrast to a
“Catholic Canada” see pages 228-230.
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remained “in this school of superstition and bigbfor the duration of the war'®In
fact, Howe would not be able to secure their reddemm the convent until months after
her own redemption. Although Governor de Vaudedrgllitated Howe's transfer from
her captivity in St. Francis to the home of a Freafficer in Quebec, he was unable or
unwilling to facilitate her daughter's release friva convent. Yet, his decision is not
surprising given that he was the one who initiaiyt Howe's daughters to the convent.
Although Johnson's narrative included disdain fath©licism, her narrative also
included several more explicit criticisms regardihg French more broadly for its failure
as a "civilized" nation. These comparisons weréuhed specifically as a frame of
reference for the readers with regard to their eamse of national identity, as the editors
framed the captivity stories within the contexination. That is, by specifically calling
attention to "our organized government” or "infaéyur country,” editors
foregrounded the readers' perspective in the ricatdbnation.

According to Johnson's narrative, the civility bétFrench waned considerably
when her husband failed to “procure oath for tiieneption of his family**® Her

husband’s failure to return from New England witthie allotted time led Mr. Duquesne

178 A Genuine and Correct Account of the Captivityf&irfg and Deliverance of Mrs.
Jemima Howgl5, 16, 17, 18

Although some captivity narratives contain subséhketails regarding the
redemption, including who provided the financiadiagance, Howe included this
information briefly near the end of her narratiawe’s focus seemed to be much more
on her challenges in redeeming her daughter, thankmowledging the individuals who
contributed to the 2700 livres needed to ransoradtiealong with her three children.
179 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsdf8-74.
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to terminate any assistance of Johnson and helyfaiihough Johnson had reportedly
been “treated with great attention,” which not omgluded dinners, but also “parties of
pleasure” with the DuQuesne family, Mr. Duquesriggatment of her weakened from
coldness to contempt. During Mr.Johnson's seventmalosence “various manuvers in
politicks had taken place, which were very injugda him.” Specifically, his breach of
parole was not pardoned by Governor de VaudriendBle to pay for their release and
with Montreal being a “scene of busy confusionpmeparation for war, the Johnsons
were confined to prison. Johnson would soon lelaah the trappings of civilization were
not extended throughout all spaces of French gatié. Although Johnson stated that the
“jail was a place too shocking for description,estomplained of food being brought to
them “in a pail that swine would run from,” “woodbftocks for seats,” and “lousy
blankets.” Johnson and her husband consistendynated to communicate with
members of their family about their condition, because Governor de Vaudrieul had
placed them under special order, they were toldribane except the Governor had
authority to release them. After nearly three yéagzison, Johnson learned of a ship
that would soon arrive to carry prisoners to Endlor exchangé®

The editors of Johnson's narrative then used hgageacross the Atlantic as an
opportunity to offer another comparison betweerigedous and French societies.
Johnson's Indigenous captors were referred tahaschildren of nature," a label which

carried the same effect for the reader as labealingspace outside of white settlement as

180 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsat¥-80, 82, 83,84,85, 97, 98, 105, 106,
113, 114, 116, 117.
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“wilderness” or “open woods.” The reader would haverpreted terms such as “nature”
or “wilderness” as indicators of an uncivilized spaand people. Johnson's narrative then
cautioned those “who have profited by refinement education” yet still “look with an
eye of censure on this untutored race.” Given dngliage of the following sentences, the
reader would have read those "who have profiteceigement and education" to include
the French. According her narrative Johnson, ctpdddon the Indians for their
vindictive spirit because they had no claim toltkeefits for civilization.” But, as
Johnson concluded, the same pardon should nottbeded to the French, “who gave
lessons of politeness to the rest of the world,tand can derive no advantage from the

plea of ignorance *8!

Yet, such anti-French rhetoric was not new to Egteenth century American
readers, but rather was a return to previous sentinspecifically, at the height of the
Seven Years War, an escalation of anti-French risetacurred throughout many
captivity narratives published in America. Accaglito one mid-eighteenth century
narrative, "contrary to the Laws of War among @t nations and ...even in times of
Peace, the French Governor of Canada gives Indi@ad Encouragement to Murder and
Captivate the poor Inhabitants of our Frontiéfé.Ih addition to encouragement, another

narrative claimed that "the French gave the Indé&osrtain sum per scalp and for

181 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsdt®20.

182 Robert Eastburm Faithful Narrative of the Many Dangers and Stiffgs as Well as
Wonderful Deliverances of Robert Eastbufidhiladelphia: William Dunlap, 1758), 34,
38.
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prisoners if they were young and fit*Some narratives went so far as to speculate, "had
the French not tempted the Indians with the alpbait of all powerful gold, myself as
well as hundreds of others might still have livedsirhappily in our Station.” Such
excerpts reflect the political and cultural impticas of captivity narratives. That is,
narratives published in the mid-eighteenth centueye meant to galvanize contemporary
readers in support of British imperial dominatiarNorth America. And, in the 1790s
memory of the same conflict was constructed fortlaropurpose, to connect such
domination to the history of the nation as weltasnonstrate the viability and

sovereignty of the United States as well as tardjsish the early American republic.

The proliferation of captivity narratives such aswé and Johnson begs the
question of the significance of such tales in tA80k and beyond. The narratives of
Howe and Johnson served a broader purpose in gotistr an American mythology.
Memories of captivity during the Seven Years waypld an important role in creating a
collective sense of national viability. The nawas of Howe and Johnson also
demonstrated a popular sentiment among many Anmevitteat the viability and

sovereignty of the nation did not rely on or in@duddigenous peoples. Rather,

18 william and Elizabeth FlemingA Narrative of the Sufferings and Surprizing
Deliverance of William and Elizabeth Flemir{@hiladelphia, by the authors 1756), 21.
Peter WilliamsonFrench and Indian Cruelty Exemplified in the Lifedavarious
Vicissitudes of Fortune of Peter Williamsg¢hondon, 1759) (New York, 1796), 16. For a
recent analysis of the impact of Williamson's n@veaon the racial and cultural
landscape of the British Atlantic world see Timolyannonindian Captive, Indian

King: Peter Williamson in America and Britaifilassachusetts: Harvard University
Press, 2018).
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Indigenous peoples were cast far in the backgrobralwving on the imagery set forth in
the opening pages, Johnson's narrative remindel@nmg¢hat families who once spent
their Sunday “guarding a fort” were now “quietiyviéed to worship" and “prosperous
husbandry now thrives where the terrors of deate @hilled us with fear.” In a final
effort to erase Indigenous peoples from the lamuschaer narrative reminded “the
present rising generation” that "the savages" tiean “driven beyond the Lakes” and
the “gloomy wilderness that forty years ago sectéie Indian” had vanished awa§/
Thus, the purpose of these narratives was moret abeating a memory than it was
about documenting contemporary challenges of feoriéimilies. In fact, Johnson's
narrative stood in stark contrast to many of theatees published throughout the mid-
Atlantic region during this same period. Accordinglohnson's narrative the American
government of the 1790s was "organized" and castiettth forth its protecting arm.”
Yet, numerous captivity narratives published thioug this period indicated just the
opposite for those families living along the OhiwdR. In fact, a few years prior to the
publication of Johnson's narrative, armed conBitiween Indigenous peoples and white
settlers continued unabated along the northern.@fibough General Anthony Wayne
had finally defeated the western confederacy aBtitle of Fallen Timbers in 1794, the
memory of such carnage were not remote abstradiimriibose families along the
western border€® But, for the editors of Howe and Johnson's nareati Indigenous

peoples were cast as part of the nation's pastetdbeyond the Lakes."

184 A Narrative of the Captivity of Mrs. Johnsdm1-143.
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Although the inaccurate erasure of Indigenous popéems to contradict the
reality for many Americans living along the Ohibgtdesired effect was still achieved.
Readers of captivity narratives were consistergiyinded of the survival of white settler
families in the face of "atrocities” perpetrated"bgvage Indians.” The pervasiveness of
these narratives helped to construct a memoryrefgth and resiliency, which would
ultimately inform contemporary perspectives. Tlsatis readers of Howe and Johnson's
narrative recalled "the infancy of our country,eytalso envisioned a future, in which the
United States achieved continental domination thihailhe removal of Indigenous
peoples. Through the construction of memory, tmegeatives sought to unite Americans
across regional and class differences even if fumlg moment as readers. The final
paragraph of Johnson's narrative claimed thatountry has no enemies," yet
Americans would not only continue to engage intaniyi conflict with Indigenous
peoples throughout the nineteenth century, theyldvonice again face Britain in the War
of 1812. The consistent publication of women'sdndtaptivity narratives undermines
the illusion of peace, as stated in Johnson's tiegras white settlers continued their
westward expansion into Indigenous lands, stotfi@gonen's captivity continued to
attract readers. Editors continued to use thewigptirama not only as evidence of
national viability, but also to emphasize the iiesity of American leaders, such as

Andrew Jackson.

185 Eric HinderakerElusive Empires: Constructing Colonialism in tkio Valley,
1673-1800(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997), 258; Smith Rosenberg,
This Violent Empirg219-220; Alan TaylorThe Divided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and
the Northern Borderland of the American Revolutid®ifew York: Random House,
2006), 84-100.
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CHAPTER 4
GENDER, CAPTIVITY AND MARTIAL NATIONALISM IN THE EARLY

NINETEENTH CENTURY

In the second decade of the nineteenth centurycahtvity narratives of two
women, Mary Smith and Eunice Barber, reached wiigellation. Unlike Howe and
Johnson, whose narratives recalled a distant merti@ge narratives detailed
contemporary events. The intention of these nagativas not only to influence
American readers regarding the vulnerability of tefsettlers in the southeastern portion
of the United States, but also to construct théirsemt surrounding a burgeoning
American figure, Andrew Jackson. Specifically, “thrave General Jackson” was cited in
the titles of these two popular captivity narrasiv¥ Citing Jackson in the title was
distinctive. None of the women'’s captivity narrasvpublished between 1787 and 1830

identified the individual responsible for the capts redemption, nor did any other

186 Although the 1818 edition of Smith’s narrative vias third edition, having first been
published in 1815, the Barber narrative was iffiigs edition.An affecting narrative of
the captivity and sufferings of Mrs. Mary Smithowtith her husband, and three
daughters, were taken prisoners by the Indiansugust last (1814) and after enduring
the most cruel hardships and torture of mind fatysdays, in which time she witnessed
the tragical death of her husband and helplessdcéii, was fortunately rescued from the
merciless hands of the savages by a detached pgtitye army of the brave General
Jackson, then commanding at New OrledRsovidence: L. Scott, 1815\n affecting
narrative of the captivity and sufferings of Mrsaiy Smith, who with her husband, and
three daughters, were taken prisoners by the IreliarAugust 1814 and after enduring
the most cruel hardships and torture of mind fatysdays, in which time she witnessed
the tragical death of her husband and helplessdcéil, was rescued from the merciless
savages by a detached party of the army of theeb@aneral Jackson, then commanding
at New Orlean(Williamsburgh, Massachusetts: Ephraim Whitman,8)81
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narratives attach themselves to a commanding geofeitee army. This chapter supports
conclusions of scholars such as Laurel Clark Shitey have identified the ways in
which the symbol of vulnerable white women livingrag the Florida frontier provided
justification for violent territorial expansion the early nineteenth centul¥/. The
captivity narratives of Smith and Barber not onlghilized the image of white women to
justify further dispossession of Indigenous peqgpbes also bolstered the image of a
burgeoning national figure, Andrew Jacks8hAs other scholars have noted, narratives,
such as these played at least as important asal@aolitical speeches in persuading
people of Indigenous "savagery" and building supfmrterritorial expansion®

This chapter offers an analysis of the culturatedpction and meaning of the
nation as it emerged through women'’s captivity sTdhiapter highlights the ways in
which women'’s captivity in the southeastern portibrvhat becomes the United States
was central to the construction of Jackson asiamrdticon as well as the emergence of a
collective American identity. Thus, through womeao&ptivity defense of the nation

became closely intertwined with defense of norneatjender identities, which also

187 aurel Clark ShireThe Threshold of Manifest Destiny: Gender and Ntetio
Expansion in Florida(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania PreXx]6).

188 The scholarship on Jackson is vast. As a stapiirigt, many scholars still refer to
John William Ward’s seminal worlndrew Jackson: Symbol for an Agdew York:
Oxford University Press, 1955).

189 Dehorah RosemBorder Law: The First Seminole War and Americanidtatood
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2015), 133.
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rendered them natural and innate. These narrgtiweéded legitimacy to the nation
through the normative gendered constructions oftmasty and femininity.*%°

The context for both narratives was the Americanflezis with Indigenous
peoples of southeastern United States, includiedtieek War of 1813-1814 and the
First Seminole War pf 1816-1818. Editors of theagatives explicitly used these
contemporary events to frame the narratives. Spatlif, the editor of Smith's narrative
used the opening sentence to contextualize heivitgats part of the United States effort
to "exterminate the Indians of the Creek natidfi5Although the title page of Barber's
narrative lacked specific tribal identificationtiog "the Indians in Camden County
Georgia" as her captors, the body of her narratiglided her having identified "many of
the Creek Nation among those who held her in ciptl¥° Since Barber was reportedly
taken captive in January of 1818, historians hackided her narrative within their
discussion of the First Seminole War. Yet, thetFdmminole War was in many ways part
of a much longer conflict even as early as the CWar of 1813-1814, at which time

many of the surviving Creeks fled to Florida, whigttil 1819 belonged to Spain, and

aligned themselves with the Seminoles resisting #eaa encroachment on their lahd.

10 scholarship in the area of gender in nation is.\sme helpful starting points are Ida

Blom, Karen Hagemann, and Catherine Hall, g@sendered Nations: Nationalisms and

Gender Order in the Long Nineteenth Cent{igw York: Berg, 2000); Tamar Mayer,

?gcll.,Gender Ironies of NationalisifiNew York: Routledge, 2000), see especially page 5
Smith, 3.

192 Barber, title page, unnumbered, 18.

193 Eor more on the Seminole War see John K. Mahohe ‘First Seminole War,
November 21, 1817-May 24, 1818&lorida Historical Quarterly77 (Summer 1998):
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In the spring of 1817, Americans across the natiere aware of such conflict as
newspapers included details of "Indian violencdrsiaitizens living on the border of
Camden County." In fact, the same article, whicét fappeared in an April edition of
Daily National Intelligencerwas reprinted in a wide range of newspapers dictu
those from Kentucky to Massachusetts. Accordintpéoarticle, "the Seminole Indians
have brought on our citizens the horrors of theatioawk and the scalping knife." In
order to "secure peaceful citizens against violdrama savages," the article added that
"our government will station troops" nearl§ By July, newspapers began reporting that

"the Brave General Jackson and his soldiers," whemntly fought "the Creek Indians

were taking up such statiolf> Therefore, in the months leading up to Secretédyar

62-67; Robert V. ReminAndrew Jackson and His Indian Wawsl. |, The Course of
American Empire, 1767-182(New York: Harper and Row, 1977; repr. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), chap. 2%jd&. Heidler and Jeanne T.
Heidler,Old Hickory’s War: Andrew Jackson and the QuestHorpire rev. ed. (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2003), @{75; Andrew R.L. Cayto,he
Dominion of War: Empire and Liberty in North Amexjd500-2000(New York:
Viking, 2005), chap. 5; Daniel Feller, “The Semm&@ontroversy Revisited: A New
Look at Andrew Jackson’s 1818 Florida Campaidfigrida Historical Quarterly88, no.
3 (2010): 309-325. For works which specifically eekt the role of the Seminole War
and the construction of nation see especially tmeluding chapter of Eliga H. Gould,
Among the Powers of the Earth: The American Rewolind the Making of a New
World Empire (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2012); DahdrosenBorder
Law: The First Seminole War and American Nationhd@Ambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2015).

194 paily National IntelligencerWashington DC April 1817American Beacon and
Commercial Diary Virginia, April 1817;The Eagle Maysville, KY, May 1817The
Yankee BostoNlassachusetts, July 1817

19 Rhode Island American and General AdvertiSeptember 1817, pageBerks and
Schuylkill JournalReading, Pennsylvania, July 18 Franklin Herald Greenfield,
Massachusetts, September 1817, page 3.
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Calhoun's orders to relocate General Jackson toJeoitt, American newspapers had
consistently been reporting on the conflict betwkeligenous peoples and white settlers
near southwestern Georgia.

In January 1818, Jackson wrote to President Moadwecating American
invasion of Florida as the only way to subdue teenBoles and "secure the frontier." At
the same time, newspapers began printing, in tteeépy General Order from General
Jackson to Volunteers of West Tennes&eeording to Jackson's order, "The savages of
your border have once again raised the tomahawkstgzur unoffending citizens."
Jackson's orders adhered to the same genderedioaknas the narratives of Smith and
Barber as he called on "brave men who will endbeehardships of warfare without
murmuring or complaining." Americans as far norshv@rmont read Jackson's appeal to
the "brave men...to come forth at the call of theirmtry."*®

Although Monroe did not respond in writing to JamksCalhoun had already
given Jackson's predecessor, General Gaines, @aodersceed into Florida in order to
achieve "a speedy and effectual termination" ofSkaiinoles. Yet, Monroe's
administration claimed to have ordered Jacksontmenter Florida, unless it be in
pursuit of the enemy, and in that case , to regpecBpanish authority wherever it is

maintained.*®” Nevertheless, Jackson arrived at Fort Scott incklaf 1818 and

19 The National Advocat®&Jew York, February 181&altimore Patriot,Maryland,
February 1818yermont Republicaermont, March 1818Columbian GazettdJtica,
New York, March 1818New Jersey JournaElizabethtown, New Jersey, March 1818.
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proceeded into Florida toward the Spanish post.di&ks. Within the same month,
readers of th€onnecticut Journalearned that "the Government has supplied the sfat
Georgia with necessary funds" as well as "a thadisaen from Tennessee... to aid the
operations of the forces against the Indidi$On April 7 Jackson's forces captured the
Spanish fort and in his communication with Washangustified his actions as response
to Indigenous "instigators of this war." Jacksoarnttexecuted two British nationals,
Alexander Arbuthnot and Robert Ambrister, whom beused of inciting the Seminoles.
While he gave the British nationals "the formabifya trial, Jackson had Hillis Hadjo and
another Red Stick leader, Homathle Mico, summaxigcuted and dragged off to
unmarked graves-*0On June 2, Jackson declared an end to the SenwWanlavith a
dispatch to Calhoun.

The press began covering Jackson's invasion oidlan April 1818 and
northern reprints of southern articles appearetiwi few weeks. Throughout the
summer of 1818 and continuing into 1819, detail3aafkson's invasion, the executions,
and the congressional debate related to theseserem@ived regular coverage in the

press throughout the couni.Given that a Congressional report from the Conemitt

7 Monroe's special message prior to Jackson's iovagas published adessage from
the President... Transmitting Information in Relattorthe War with the Seminoles
March 25, 1818 (Washington: E. De Krafft, 1818)
1%Connecticut JournalNew Haven, March 1818.
199 ; ;

Richter,Facing East233

200 £or more on the Seminole War see, Fred Andersdrhadrew R.L. CaytoriThe
Dominion of War: Empire and Liberty un North Amex;id500-200¢New York:
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on Military Affairs was too lengthy to print in iEntirety, newspapers often included
excerpts for interested readers. With overwhelneimigsistency, newspapers included
excerpts from the debate regarding Jackson's "ptaexercise the right of retaliation”
in executing two British nationals, Alexander Ariot and Robert C. Ambrister.
Although Congress issued a resolution in which #gylicitly "disapproved of the
proceedings in the trial and execution" of Arbuthaoed Ambrister,” some
representatives expressed concern that the Corertiitéel not gone far enough” to
censure Jackson. According to Representative CbBieorgia, the “power to exercise
the right of retaliation” lay with therfation” as it was "accountable to all other nations
for themannerin which they conducted their war®®Cobb’s distinction between nation
and individual is significant. Cobb attempted tondastrate the ways in which General
Jackson acted in defiance of the nation, and therefeserved consequences for
“exceeding his authority.” Yet, other Representgiframed their defense of Jackson in
the context of frontier vulnerability, specificalyomen's captivity among Indigenous
people. For some, Jackson's actions should be stoddras an example of the nation's
"protection” of frontier families, who were "surmoded by savage beast and savage

men...of the wilderness." Representatives calledrenamother to “ask the mothers of

Viking, 2005), chap. 5; Daniel Feller, "The Semm@ontroversy Revisited: A New
Look at Andrew Jackson's 1818 Florida Campai§igtida Historical Quarterly88, no.

3 (2010): 309-325; Deborah Ros@&arder Law: The First Seminole War and American
Nationhood (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2015).

201 pebate in House of Representatives of the Unitatt$bn the Seminole War,
January and February 1819Washington: Printed at the Office of the Nationa
Intelligence, 1819), 5-6.
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[this] country if they consent to be surrenderethwiieir children” in captivity’®? While
some Representatives conceded that Jackson "extkmsdauthority,” the responsibility
of the nation to offer "protection to its citizehstood paramount. In this way,
Representatives mobilized the image of a vulnerahtether” in the same way as editors
of Indian captivity narratives. While the editorene more explicit in crediting Jackson
with the redemption of female captives, Represemtstimplied the same sentiment, as
they agreed to take no further action against #ercks

Although these excerpts reflected the ways in wietkson was a polarizing
figure, the press also included numerous otheslestiwhich were more consistent with
the rhetoric offered in the narratives of Smith &adber. That is, Jackson was
consistently glorified as a national hero. Foranse, the selected toasts published in
Philadelphia'Veekly Auroracited "General Jackson one of the ablest advodétie
rights and glory of this country.” An article The New Y ork Columbigpraised Jackson
and his Tennessee volunteers for aiding a faileat @& militia in defending its borders.
Similar to the narratives of Smith and Barber,dhtécle explained that "the intrepid cast
of his [Jackson's] character marched through thdeamiess for ten days." The article,
which credited Jackson's "purest of patriotism,5weprinted throughout some of the
nation's most popular newspapers transforming negiconcerns from Georgia into

national concerns in which General Jackson "wasithdo protect our citizens from

202 pebate in House of Representatives of the Unitatt$bn the Seminole War,
January and February 1819Washington: Printed at the Office of the Nationa
Intelligence, 1819), 33, 59.



100
savages®® These excerpts from newspapers as well as thécptibh of Smith and
Barber's narratives indicate the makings of an imeycommunity or the seeds of
national consciousness.

Both narratives contained lengthy titles in whibk editors credited Andrew
Jackson with the redemption of the captives. Fob8d&s narrative, it was thd&fave and
Intrepid General Jackson, and the Troops undecchimmantwhile for Smith's
narrative it was & detached party of the army of the brave Genaaekdon, then
commanding at New Orlean€™® The editors not only cited Jackson in the titlet, dlso
used a larger font to distinguish his name fromrt® of the title. The title page of both
narratives also included some additional commenténigh revealed the ways in which
the language of gender was employed as a framef@pdtganizing the narrative. The
editors of Smith's narrative included the followwghin the title page: “As the
proceeding pages will be found to contain a paicaccount of the engagement
between the handful of Jackson’s brave boys, amgaty of Savages, above alluded to-
the reader may judge of what materials the hardg 86 Tennessee and Ohio are

composed.” Similarly, David Hazen, editor of Barberarrative included the following:

203 Reprinted in the August 1818 editiohtbany ArgusNew York;New England
Galaxy,ConnecticutSpirit of the Times and Carlisle Gazet®gnnsylvanialhe
Reflector Milledgeville, Georgia.

24 The full title for Barber’s narrative is as follssNarrative of the Tragical Death of
Mr. Darius Barber and his Seven Children Who Weteumanly Butchered by the
Indians in Camden County, Georgia, January 26, 188Which is Added an Account
of the Captivity and Sufferings of Mrs. Barber, wies Carried Away a Captive by the
Savages, and from whom She Fortunately Made Heafes8ix Weeks Afterwards
(Boston: David Hazen), 1818.
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“It may be a gratification to the reader to ledrattthe said tribe of SAVAGES have been
exterminated by the Brave and Intrepid Gen. Jacksackson and the soldiers under his
command factored prominently throughout both nareat Moreover, the rhetoric
highlighted the widely held assumption regardingdg roles. Editors further
emphasized the victimization of women as adjectswesh as "brave," "hardy," and
"intrepid" were reserved more commonly to descabgons of men. Similar to other
captives, Smith was the only member of her fanalgurvive the captivity among the
Kickapoo. However, rather than highlighting henéwal, which was more the result of
her actions, the title of her narrative reflects pnevailing discourse regarding gender
and emphasizes her suffering and eventual resahe &ands of a detachment of General
Jackson’s arm§”® In contrast to the title, the details within Smitfmarrative expose the
ways in which she did not conform to such gendkrstdSmith experienced more than
“cruel hardships” and witnessed more than “theit@gleath of her husband and
helpless children.” In fact, Smith most likely wdutot have been rescued “by the army
of the brave General Jackson,” if she had not Byutaurdered her Indian captor and
independently navigated the wilderness. It wasasdhough there was not enough space
to include Smith’s independence and bravery irtithe as many captivity narratives had

lengthy and sensational titles to attract read®&yshoosing this title, some expectations

205 g5cholars have distinguished between absent editmse who pretend the narrative is
entirely the informants, and self-conscious edjtatso acknowledge their own shaping
of the story while trying to reserve the femaletoegis perspective and narrative style.
Hertha D. Wong. “Native American Life Writing,” ihhe Cambridge Companion to
Native American LiteraturgCambridge: Cambridge University press, 2005),12%-

144,
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regarding gender roles remained intact. Women didave themselves; men rescued
them. At first glance this may appear to be a owmtiion from the expectations regarding
gender roles found in the narratives discusseldriitst two chapters. Yet, an important
distinction developed. In fact, unlike the narrativdiscussed in the two previous chapters
discussed events during wartime, but they did ngileasize military action or a military
figure, such as Jackson. Women escaped or weremedk but not rescued by a dispatch
of soldiers. This change is significant becauseflects the new martial American
nationalism that emerged during the war of 1812.

Martial nationalism, "driven by outrage and a desar vengeance" was often
expressed through militarist rhetoric. The War 82 was a turning point not only in the
"growing power of American nationalism," but al$® ¢onnection to "expansionist
objectives” in the southeastern portion of the &bhiBtates. More importantly, it
"legitimized national and political solidarity withe force of armed conflicE® The
narratives of Smith and Barber were literary expic@ss of martial nationalism. By 1818
the iconographic representations of violence intdiesof women's Indian captivity
narratives became inextricably bound with the idgimal project of national identity.

The narratives of Smith and Barber demonstrateavihyes in which martial nationalism
was not limited to political speeches, but ratherame a literary expression in which

aggression was justified in the name of natioregdiom.

208 For more on the relationship between martial maism and the War of 1812 see
especially chapter 5 from Padraig Ril&avery and the Democratic Conscience:
Political Life in Jeffersonian Ameri¢cgPhiladelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2016), 160, 172.
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The gendered framework of martial nationalism qured throughout the body of
both narratives. For instance, Smith's editors usedlly a third of the narrative to
foreground her captivity in the broader contestforerican control of the southeastern
interior. The text began with another sweeping gaimation about "the intrepid and
brave Gen. Jackson," who "exterminat[ed] the Insliainthe Creek Nations as to compel
the surviving few to sue for peace." More than aleg the status of Jackson, the editors
used this sentence to obscure American involveinesiacerbating a civil war among
the Creeks. By the early nineteenth century, teutative impact of European influence
divided the Creeks into two factions. The UppereBeg or Red Sticks, inhabited areas
further away from European settlements and adhearé closely to many of the
traditional Creek customs, while the Lower Creddeggan to embrace more European
notions of wealth accumulation and property owniprstiany of these Lower Creeks
joined American forces in the "slaughtering of mgarght hundred Red Stick men,
women and children" as Jackson marched througled#&reek territory in the spring of
1814. The narrative continued to detail the waysliich Jackson reportedly "forced the
Creeks to yield 22 million acres to the United &at°’ In response to the "wandering
hordes of Indians” who "committed many depredatimmshe white inhabitants residing
near Florida...a little but brave handful of men” weaidered to protect these "defenceless
inhabitants.” According to the narrative, a detaeht of American soldiers observed
more than "one hundred Indians...armed with bowsaaralvs," as well as "three or four

whites lying bound in their centre, one of whom egmed to be a female!" Gender

207 Richter,Facing Eas232.
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factored prominently in the editor's framing ofstlsicene. The American soldiers were
more than brave, once they learned that a femadeaweong the captives, as "the whole
company begged to be led on...an attack that woslgranthe release of their
unfortunate countrymen.” The editor went on to diéscthe soldiers as "a little band of
invincibles," "brave lads," and even "brave andligazons of the western world." After
detailing a victory, which reportedly took undehaf an hour, and concluded without the
loss of "a single man on their part,” the editoafly introduced the reader to Mary
Smith, the female captive whose circumstances eaged these soldiers to throw
caution to the wind to "insure the release of thefortunate countrymerf°® Although
the opening pages of Barber's narrative did ndtidecsuch a lengthy discussion of the
broader contest over the American southeast, ttg bbboth narratives maintain strong
similarities.

The narratives of Smith and Barber included the-fawiliar discussions of
property loss and wilderness, which were indicativéhe genre of Indian captivity.
According to Smith's narrative, after they wereatled with the spoils of Mr. Smith's

property" a small group of Indians "were left ttigge and fire the housé® Similarly,

208 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary Smitt1818), 3-7.

209 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffegs of Mrs. Mary Smith(1818), 10.
Consistent with other captivity narratives, Smitpitts her family as victims of the
“hostile” Kickapoos. In doing so she fails to aclredge the ways in which Kickapoos,
like other North American Indians, were in factatéag to years of white encroachment
on their land. Kickapoos were one of the many Aggan Indians that lived near the
Indiana-lllinois border in the Old Northwest regiohNorth America. These hunter and
gatherers and horticulturalists lived in villagesl glanted crops during the spring and
summer months. Throughout the rest of the yearllenznds of Kickapoos would hunt
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according to Barber's narrative, her captors "pded to pillage the house...and loaded
themselves with the most valuable contents of thesé." In her six weeks of captivity,
according to Barber's narrative she witnessed riane fifty captives, "stolen horses and
other property to a very great amoufi’After detailing the "pillage” both narratives
went on to describe the captive's journey “tramgllihrough a wild wilderness.” The
editors of both narratives reserved their lengthdescription of the wilderness when
they detailed the captives' escape. According tdtB3marrative, her “ears were assailed
by the dreadful howlings of the wild beasts...[whapheen gathered together to terrify
[her]"?* Such details indicate more than the formulaiccstme indicative of captivity
narratives. For example, the details included irbBas narrative bear a striking
resemblance to the details included in the naeaifMrs. Frances Scott, published more
than a decade prior to Barber's narrative. Althouggtortedly taken captive from
different geographical regions of the United Stabesh narratives described the women
"ascending a mountain™ in order to avoid “a prooligi water-fall and numerous high

craggy cliffs along the water edge." Both Scott Badber reportedly "jumped off...the

game, at times even hundreds of miles from then-germanent villages. In the face of
persistent influx of white settlers, late eightdecéntury Kickapoos either attempted to
appease the invaders by adopting white customsyiaksmce to drive the whites from
the land, or surrender their homes and move betlumiississippi. By the time of
Smith’s captivity, Kickapoos had endured decadestufe settlers invading their land.
Thus, it is not surprising that a group of Kickammught captives to replenish their
diminishing families from as far south as Tennes3eseph B. Herrindsenekuk, the
Kickapoo Prophet(Kansas: University of Kansas Press, 1988), 7-9.

219Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barhé, 13.

211 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary Smith,6, 19, 21.
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edge of a precipice...15 or 20 feet high," and altfiotexceedingly stunned with the
fall" avoided fracturing a single borfé? This demonstrates not only the widespread
circulation of women'’s Indian captivity narrativiesthe early nineteenth century but also
the development of a common captivity experiendatTs, editors were likely aware
that in order to secure a narrative as a lucrativestment for the publisher, certain
details must be included. Beyond the descriptidnadous indigenous practices, such as
adoption ceremonies or war-dances, readers wexeestied in the captive’s survival.
That is, readers expected the women to have endigeificant challenges in their effort
to escape. Such challenges always included theat&iwvironment, the untamed
wilderness. Smith, Barber, as well as Frances Suatigated the wilderness alone.
While the editors of all three narratives crediteeh with the captive’s rescue, each of
the women endured the wilderness alone.

Adhering to another standard trope of the captidigma, both narratives also
included a violent attack on the home. Accordin@oith's narrative, on the night of
August 1, 1814, the Smith family, consisting of Marer husband, John and their three
daughters, “were not without their apprehensioniseifig at some unexpected moment
surprised by the hostile Indians, who had beeruiatly observed skulking about in the

woods.”” A "loud and repeated knocking" alarmed the whaleify and reportedly

212 Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barh@2-23; Scott, 12.

213 | scott.An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary Smith, who
with her husband, and three daughters, were takiopers by the Indians in August
1814 and after enduring the most cruel hardships @mmnture of mind for sixty days, in
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convinced Mr. Smith "that a party of Indians surrded his house.” Similar to the
attacks detailed in other captivity narrativesg“tiellish tribe rushed in” striking "Mr.
Smith upon the head with a tomahawk rendering l@nssless on the floor" after which
the remainder of the family was dragged from theime and "bound with cordg™
Similarly, the editor of Barber's narrative alssci@ed her husband as unable to defend
his family. Not only had Mr. Barber "retired to hedthout taking the precaution to
secure the doors of the house, a dozen tomahawlaiglorhim lifeless to the floor*®
The image of Mr. Barber as an impotent guardiathefhome stood in contrast with the
emphasis on male resiliency and strength offerehdrtitle of the narratives as well as in
the discussion of Jackson throughout the body tif barratives. The death of these
husbands supports the conclusion which Smith Resgrtias made regarding the
effectiveness of Indian captivity narratives to stoact an image of the nation. For Smith
Rosenberg, evidence such as that presented in SmidtBarber's narrative undermined
the notion of a sovereign nation and thus couldhaee had the desired effect of unifying
the country. However, as the narratives of Smitth Barber reveal, the impotent husband
was eclipsed by the role of Jackson and the unndhady boys" of Tennessee and
Ohio. The rhetoric of male resiliency stood parantda the notion of male impotence.

In other words, Jackson and his "brave men" cotgdlddsin as the resilient nation, even if

which time she witnessed the tragical death ottesband and helpless children, was
rescued from the merciless savages by a detachiygfehe army of the brave General
Jackson, then commanding at New OrledRsovidence, Rhode Island: 1815).

214 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmitH.

23 Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barhé-6.
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individual husbands failed on a personal leveltdédirepresented Smith and Barber as
innocents whose homes and families were long-stgndisidents, where Creeks
destroyed their domestic lives. This attentiorhi® $cene of attack reinforced the
perception that whites were "home" defending thévesenhether in Camden County
Georgia or Mississippi. Their significance reachedl beyond the role as victims of

Indian captivity.

Narratives not only bolstered the image of Jack#wey also used the text to
express Indigenous fears of Jackson. The editors guédte clear about what they wanted
to say regarding Jackson and by extension male@aiythbut also what they wished they
could make Indigenous peoples say. For examplesdhters of Barber's narrative
including a lengthy description of a “Council of Wén which Barber attended with her
“Indian master.” According to Barber's narrativer lsaptors harbored “great inveteracy
against the American troops for depriving themhefiit lands, particularly their
Commander in Chief, Gen. Jackson.” The purposb@flouncil seemed primarily to
motivate those in attendance to "fight the whitegde,” as one leader asked, “Who
among you will go and fight the white men? Who amgou will bring captives from
their settlements to replace our deceased frieftfs?”

Leaders of the War Council viewed Jackson as ir@imary enemy, and
according to the narrative the purpose was “infliet most excruciating torture” upon

Jackson by dividing his heart into “as many detdghieces as there should be tribes

218 Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Bard9-20.
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engaged in the war.” Therefore, decimation ofifudy was to serve as total victory for
all neighboring Indigenous peoples at war with AiceerThe editors seemed to include
these details mostly in an effort to underminedtiength of Indigenous people, as the
following sentence described Jackson as a “disisigal Commander” who "march[ed]
fearlessly into the very heart of their villagey their wigwams to ashes, and compel[ed]
them to sue for peacé” The purpose of such rhetoric was much more thae me
recollection of events. Rather, the purpose wasdate a common memory, a common
understanding of the nation, especially its leauprBarber’s narrative positioned the
Indigenous societies in a war “against the whitesWwhich defeat of Jackson represented
decisive victory. These details not only establishe appropriate gender dynamic of
men saving women, but also helped to facilitaté&slac's status as a national icon.
Editors co-opted the voices of Indigenous peopieami effort to mythologize Jackson as
a national hero as well as collapse the politioal ilitary agenda of a nation into the

actions of one man.

Women'’s vulnerability was so essential to the edigtigenre, at times, editors
lifted descriptions verbatim from other texts. Tdraphic description of the death of
Smith's two daughters was taken verbatim from #@3IManheim anthology. In fact,
Smith's editor was not the first to duplicate tle¢ails from the Manheim narrative, as

same details were included in a narrative from&0bledition of theConnecticut

2l Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barhé.8.
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Centinel The major difference between what originally egmeel in the Manheim text
and that which appeared in both of the nineteeatiiury narratives was the appeal to
readers' emotions. Captivity narratives of the t@easth century, like so many other
printed works, employed highly sensational languagk the intention to evoke
emotional responses of their read&fdn general, directly addressing the reader only
became prevalent by the mid-nineteenth centuryifstance, a reader may have been
warned, “if thou hast tears to shed, prepare td giem now!" or even admonished "For
if thou art a mother! If thou art a parent! Hardsnhbe thy heart if thou can read unmoved
the proceeding tale.” In each of the narratives,dptors were part of unnamed

Indigenous groups of various locations, includingaNYork, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Collapsing the identity of all Indigenous peopletione monolithic!“othér” served @ - - Comment [ACI1]: contrast this with your
discussion of the :"other” in ch 1 and ch 2. Be
greater purpose, the constructing ideas of natioel@nging and difference. The scene consistent

detailed in each of the narratives included “fanlgirls” who were “tied each to a
sapling, with their hands as high extended abog# tireads as possible and then pitched
them from their knees to their shoulders, with uplsaof six hundred sharpened
splinters.” The captors then reportedly set firéthe splinters all standing erect on the
bleeding victims” in order “to complete the infertragedy.” After their "screams of
distress...echoed and reechoed through the wildérhasig "these helpless virgins

sunk down in the arms of their deliverer, Dedth.The final sentence is significant for

28 Eor a recent work on the history of emotion, efgilycas it relates to the nineteenth
century see Nicole Eustace812: War and the Passions of Patriotigiihiladelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012).



111
more than its sensational rhetoric; it also denratess the popularity of such a literary
device?® As “helpless virgins,” their physical and sexualnerability seems to have
transformed them into martyrs. Scenes in whichgtesls virgins” perished at the hands
of “savage” Indians were another way in which oaptinarratives perpetuated the theme
of white victimization. The publication of captiyiharratives transformed conquering
settlers into victims forced to defend their fagsliand property, including the land, any
structures built on the land as well as the costwithin those structures, from Indian
assailants. While the theme of white victimizatwas consistent throughout the genre of
Indian captivity narratives, the redemption of whsettler families such as the Smiths
and the Barbers were inextricably connected wi¢hrthtion's military leadership.

Thus, editors of captivity narratives consistepidypetuated and reinforced the
theme of white victimization through the discouc@ender and directed the reader to

the appropriate interpretation of the attack amutuwe.>** That is, the content of captivity

219 affecting History of the Dreadful Distresses oééferick Manheim's Family1793),
4; Mary Smith, “Savage BarbarismConnecticut Centingl. 32, Nov. 12, 1805, p. 4.
reprinted inThe Garland Library of Narratives of North Americhidian Captivities
Wilcomb E. Washburn, ed. Vol. 27 (New York: GarlgPablishing, 1978) unnumbered
insert included after the title pagkn affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of
Mrs. Mary Smith17-19.

220 My research demonstrates that secular languadgceepreligious rhetoric which is
then replicated throughout the early republic. iltgh the language collapses the
numerous indigenous people into a monolithic “othiehelps us to better understand the
ways in which Americans understood themselvesr #s=iociation to the nation, in
opposition to the other.

221 Richard White and Patricia Nelson Limerick, eflse Frontier in American Culture
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 19947;29. Western stories have also
perpetuated the notion of white victimization. Sesslie A. FiedlerThe Return of the
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narratives reflected the growing distinctions némgtth-century Americans made between
genders. For instance, men were described as branwers of a broader context, “the
western world.?*? Their lives revolved around public concerns anthwiity to their
nation; they bravely rescued those confined inieépt Editors consistently
acknowledged the actions of men as brave. Yetdhéent of both Smith and Barber's
narratives demonstrated the tension between theceagons of the prevailing gender
ideology and the reality of her captivity.contrast to the prevailing discourse, Smith’s
actions reflect violence as she murdered her sigagptor in order to escape. This
murder did not happen impulsively, but rather waseditated. She waited until the

Indian was asleep and she stabbed him with a kniferepeatedly gave him “severe

Vanishing AmericaniNew York: Stein and Day, 1968). For more on tteysvin which
the myth of western frontier relies on notionsh® tlomestic see Louis S. Warren
“Cody's Last Stand: Masculine Anxiety, the CusteytiM and the Frontier of Domesticity
in Buffalo Bill's Wild West; The Western Historical Quartetly/ol. 34, No. 1 (Spring,
2003), 49-69.

222 nn affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittPg. 5-7.
Christopher Castiglia argues that while many womeaptivity narratives challenged
ideologies about white womanhood, male editors astdmework which reaffirmed
female submission by undermining their agency atdrdhination. Nevertheless, as
Castiglia points out, women’s agency is not totellgsed and the genre remains helpful
in understanding notions of gender, race, and ma@Garistopher Castigli®@ound and
Determined: Captivity, Culture Crossing, and WiWemanhood from Mary
Rowlandson to Patty Hear@Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996),,3,48 Ruth
Ann Denaci also draws on Castiglia’s interpretatiod offers an interpretation similar to
my analysis. For more on male editors’ approprmiatibwomen’s voices see, Ruth Ann
Denaci, “The Penn's Creek Massacre and the CaptifiMarie Le Roy And Barbara
Leininger” Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlanttudies VVol. 74, No. 3
(Summer 2007), pp. 307-332. For more on the wayghich male editors standardized
models of femaleness in women'’s captivity narratj\see Lorrayne CarroRhetorical
Drag: Gender Impersonation, Captivity and the Wgtiof History(Kent: Kent State
University Press, 2007), 6-7.
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blows to the head” with his tomahawk until she wage he was dedd’ Without wasting
any time, Smith gathered materials from the chikefiag quarters and began her journey
to independence. After spending several pageslidgthier escape and days journeying
independently through “the forest,” Smith quicklgmtions that she was once again
taken captive by “the Savages, from the nationctvishe so recently escapé’in the
very next, and final sentence of her narrative,sthtes that she was “fortunately rescued
from their merciless hands by Lieut. Brown, andbisve little company of soldieré®

Smith, however, did not represent the nineteentlucyg popularized image of a
docile wife on the frontier. Rather, her actiongjat demonstrate independence and
resourcefulness, support conclusions drawn fronotigs such as Louis Warréf.

Even though she murdered her Indian captor anélgdwthrough the unfamiliar forest,
which brought her close enough to be rescued ysdats forces, at no point in the
narrative does Smith’s editor describe her as amytbther than a victim. Although he
uses his voice to relate her experiences throughost of the narrative, he abruptly
states, “I cannot better describe the feelings . \mith on this trying occasion, then to
make use of her own words.” The “trying occasianWwhich he refers is when “the old

chief concluded to adopt her to take the placeétfuaw, who with his two children

223 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittRg. 18.
224 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittPg. 24.
225 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittPg. 24.

226 | guis S. WarrenBuffalo Bil's America: William Cody and the Wildéat Show
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005).
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had been killed by the whites in one of their forraepeditions.” But, as explained by
Smith’s editor, the Indians presented Smith wittheice, “to succeed to the proposals of
the chief or resign herself up as a victim to saviaarbarity.*?” Before revealing her
choice, the editor removes himself and shifts &fitst person voice of Smith. The editor
was comfortable to describe Smith’s feelings duritgt seem to be considerably more
“trying” situations, such as when Indians attacked home, murdered her husband, or
when she watched her only children burn to deaéh, fr the editor the most “trying”
moment was when Smith contemplated the chief'sgsap According to Smith, in
accepting the chief's proposal and preventing astncouel death,” she became “a
prostitute.” Smith then quickly justified this cleeias a result of her having “little time to
reflect.” She does this because her readers dema@mith needed to reassure members
of her community as well as anyone who might readnarrative that she too rejected
Indian culture. Yet, Smith was never treated asoatfiute. After entering the chief’s
“wigwam” she asked him to allow her time “to recober health and spirits.” In contrast
to her expectations, the chief “acceded this rei#€$Even though popular discourse

described Indians as uncivilized and violent, 8ample rebuked such stereotypes.

Similar to other narratives, the perceived vulngitstof the female captives
allowed them to be easily underestimated. Thisrapion not only allowed for Smith

and Barber to escape captivity, but also allowedrntio take up arms. Unlike other

221 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittRg. 17.
228 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary SmittRg. 23-24.
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captives, Barber accompanied her male captor “encbhis hunting excursions,” which
quickly turned into a pursuit of their enemy. Bar'b “master” gave her a tomahawk and
ordered her to conceal herself and kill any of ‘tminded enemy...attempting to make
their escape.” The first wounded man she confromt&sinot an enemy of her captors,
but ironically was “he who in the most barbarousne deprived [her] of [her] innocent
husband and children.” Because “he did not sheveyrte the defenseless...[he]could
not expect to receive it.” Barber “aimed a blovhithead and continued to repeat them
until [she] was sure he was quite dead.” While 8rgitickly escaped after killing her
captor, Barber retreated into the thicket untittery [was] decided in favor of [her]
captors.” She was correct in assuming that "novem@d think she did it" nor “dreamed
of his having fallen by any other hand than thatisfindian enemies*° From their
perspective, Barber could have had nothing to db his murder.

Both Smith and Barber deceived their captors iattemption. After Smith
consented to "take the place of her captor's sqaaa'reside with him, she premediated
his murder as "hut wherein | dwelt was entirelyatt=d by all other Indians than its
owner?®? Having been sent “very late one evening for serater,” she quickly realized
that this was likely her “most favorable opportyhiio escape. After seven days of
travel, with limited “nourishment,” she heard “thkeasing sound of the woodman’s ax”

and concluded that “this must be some friendly bitaat employed in falling timber?®*

22 Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barh@®-12.

230 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary Smitt24.
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Both narratives concluded with Smith and Barbedfief that they encountered men, who
ultimately facilitated their redemption. In factp8h's narrative abruptly ends with the
following “fortunately rescued from their mercilesands by Lieut. Brown, and his brave
little company of soldiers®*? After pages of detailed description including becape
from captivity and trials throughout the “wilderisgsone sentence explained her fate.
AN

Unlike other sources of print culture in which sleie can use subscription lists
to quantify consumption, the popularity of womedndian captivity narratives must be
measured in other ways. For instance, the narrafikary Smith remained popular
enough to warrant multiple editions from publishier®hode Island and Massachusetts.
And, although Barber's narrative appears to halieare edition from a Boston printer,
an advertisement from Maind*fallowell Gazetteeonfirmed her narrative was among a
shipment of materials to the local bookstore iniKB19. The popularity of the captivity
drama was also evident in the replication of laigguamages and tropes. For instance,
both narratives examined in this chapter includdabtantial passages lifted verbatim
from a previously published narrative. In Smith&se, the description of her daughters’
death was taken verbatim from the narrative of &re Manheim, while Barber’s
mastery and survival through the wilderness wasrtalerbatim from the narrative of

Mrs. Frances Scott.

Z1Narrative of the Tragical Death of Mr. Darius Barh@3-24.

232 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeys of Mrs. Mary Smitt24.



117

Women'’s vulnerability was the cornerstone of thergeof Indian captivity
narratives. Yet, by 1818 editors of some captiuyratives were not only influencing
readers to view individual captivity experiencegesvances against a nation, but also to
bind the redemption of these captives with Amerigalitary action. By crediting
national leaders, such as Andrew Jackson, foradlemption of Smith and Barber,
captivity narratives reflected the prominence diitary nationalism in the era following
the War of 1812. As the young nation struggledstalglish its sovereignty in European,
especially British, eyes, the editors of theseatares used the rhetoric of female
vulnerability and militarist sentiment to bolstéetideological project of national
identity. That is, women'’s captivity narrativesenraged the diverse citizens of the
young country to accept the role of its militarypirotecting and securing the boundaries
of an expanding nation. Other printed materialsluiding newspapers, as well as
Congressional debates, cited feminine weaknessiatighization as justification for
making war with Indians, often times under the &atip of men such as Andrew
Jackson. In this way, the nation was embodiedékskm, as well as in the female

captives he was credited with redeeming.
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CHAPTER 5
CONCEPTUALIZING AN ORIGIN MYTH: RACE AND CAPTIVITYIN THE

1820s

In 1824 James Everett Seaver, a retired physiciamglin Genesee County, New
York, publishedA Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemis@eaver’s publication
detailed the experiences of Jemison, a white wowias) after being captured at age
fifteen, spent most of her life among Seneca Irglidnfamiliar genre to American
readers, Indian captivity expanded its impact orefioan culture as it became a central
focus of popular literary publications between 1828 1827, including James Fenimore
Cooper’s well-known noverhe Last of the Mohican¥et in the 1820s, sales of Seaver's
tale of Jemison surpassed the works of Cooper &t aovelists. Between 1823 and
1827 only four works sold over one hundred thouszopies: three novels by Cooper and
Seaver’s Jemison narrative. The similarity amorgéhworks was the desire to create an
origin story with female captives playing a centi@eé. Initially issued by a small
publishing house in central New York, Seaver’s wads quickly reprinted in London

and throughout the United Stafés.

233 James Everett Seavér Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemisq€anandaigua,

NY: J.D. Bemis, 1824). Unless otherwise notedeatlerpts are from Seaver's 1824
edition of Jemison’s narrative. Daniel W. Banidfsg. employed Seaver to meet with
Jemison and record her account. See also JamestEveaverA Narrative of the Life of
Mrs. Mary Jemison22d ed., rev, (C. D. Vail. New York: American 8ie& Historic
Preservation Society, 1925). Jemison was furtremnarialized in 1910 with a bronze
statue in New York’s Letchworth State Park. Hergsdso became the basis of a popular
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As the success of Seaver’s account of Jemisontvigshows, captivity
narratives remained popular in the early repubBome scholars, such as Roy Harvey
Pearce, have argued that captivity narratives mkedlin popularity. Pearce argues that
three out of four best-sellers published betwee3016720 were captivity narratives,
whereas between 1823-1827 only Jemison’s narreiiigea best-seller. One might just as
easily argue, from the same evidence, that captindtratives endured in popularity.
Jemison’s narrative remained popular for more #naentury as it went through twenty-
three editiong®*

Why were Americans still interested in storieserhfle captivity? Many
nineteenth-century Americans desired an origin noytbn which they could build a
national identity that predated the Declaratiotnofependence. While the Revolution, as
an origin story for the United States, was in niespects entirely serviceable, it
nonetheless bound American identity to an impeektionship to Britain. Captivity

narratives, by contrast, centered on conflicts Wwitigenous people over land rights. By

children’s book, Lois Lenskindian Captive: The Story of Mary JemisdRhiladelphia:
J.B. Lippincott, 1941).

For an understanding of book sales as well as taeeterm “best-seller,” scholars
continue to rely on Frank Luther MoGolden Multitudes: The Story of Best Sellers in
the United StategNew York: Macmillan, 1947), 20, 305-306. Susahé&:kel, The
Insistence of the Indian: Race and Nationalism imelieenth-Century American Cultyre
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), 70.

24 35ee Roy Harvey Pearce, “The Significances of theti€ity Narrative,”American
Literature,(Vol 19: 1947, 1-20); Pearc&he Savages of America: A Study of the Indian
and the Idea of Civilizatign(Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Pres853);
Pearce,Savagism and Civilization: A Study of the Indiad #me American Mind
(Baltimore Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, Ret edition 1967).
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asserting those land rights, captivity narrativeplicitly asserted American sovereignty
over lands originally inhabited by Indigenous pesplThe narratives not only allowed
for American readers to locate an origin of theition on American soil, but through the
trope of the captive woman, to imagine that howeweak and fragile the nation might
seem relative to nineteenth-century European poswis as Britain or France, the
nation would triumph, just as its most vulnerabteens, women and children, had
eventually triumphed over their captors.

Intricately connected with Americans' desire taateean origin story was also an
assertion of their connection to the continentigdriginal inhabitants. Yet, such an
assertion was complicated by the growing polittealsion surrounding racial and
cultural categories. In the first half of the nimetth century, racial categories were re-
conceptualized "as an increasingly 'scientific'rapph replaced more mutable climate
theories with immutable racial categories that ghdwvith them a strongly hierarchal
structure.?* Before 1815 American political leaders thoughtnadinkind was capable of
improvement. For example, John Drayton, govern@afth Carolina, wrote in 1802
that “that all mankind have originally descendealrirone pair; and that a difference of

complexion is only produced by change of situatamg a combination of other

235 Eor more on how the belief in the superiority afglo institutions evolved into a

belief in the innate superiority of the Anglo-Saxamch of Caucasian race see Reginald
HorsmanRace and Manifest Destirfldarvard University Press, 1981). According to
Horsman, prior to 1850, the emphasis was on irigdital difference, not racial
difference.
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circumstances?® This view was also reflected in Jefferson’s 1868atusion that
Indigenous peoples “will unite yourselves with asd we shall all be American&>*

However, by the mid-nineteenth century, popul@spr periodicals and American
politicians sought scientific proof of racial disttions. American science confirmed
what Americans had long identified as innately ggveharacteristics of non-white
settlers’3® According to historian Theda Purdue, "racismnstéied throughout the
nineteenth century, and while African Americanseviire primary victims of the
violence that it engendered, Indian societies seff@lmost irreparable harrfi® Such a
sentiment was reflected in Georgia Senator Johsytos conclusion that "Indians were
a race not admitted to be equal to the rest oétinemunity.*° Removal policy and

subsequent expulsion of Indigenous groups reflesett ideology. In many ways

238 John DraytonA View of South Carolina, as Respects her Natundl @ivil Concerns
(Charleston: W.P. Young, 1802).

27 From Thomas Jefferson to Hendrick Aupaumut, 21ebreer 1808Founders
Online,National Archives, http://founders.archives.govigiments/Jefferson/99-01-02-
9358.

28 Eor more on how the belief in the superiority afglo institutions evolved into a
belief in the innate superiority of the Anglo-Saxamch of Caucasian race see Reginald
HorsmanRace and Manifest Destirfldarvard University Press, 1981). According to
Horsman, prior to 1850, the emphasis was on irigdital difference, not racial
difference.

2% Theda Purdugylixed Blood Indians: Racial Construction in the BaSouth (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2003), 97-98.

249 30hn Forsyth cited in Harry L. Watsdriberty and Power: The Politics of Jacksonian
America(New York: Noonday Press, 1990), 110.
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removal policies demonstrated the ways in whicle naas a determining factor, creating
an image of nation less likely to include non-whuitzens.

The genre of the Indian captivity narrative oncaiageflected this evolution in
ideology. While racialized stereotypes may haveniewmlicit throughout earlier
narrativesNarrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemisenplicitly addressed these issues.
American readers continued to have an appetitléban captivity narratives, but they
were also increasingly drawn to ideas regarding eaw nation. This interest is evident
not only because of the popularity of Jemison'satee, but also in two other popular
publications, including Cooper’s novEheLast of the Mohicananda novel equally as
popular as Cooper’s in the 1820s, Catharine Magidg®ick'sHope Leslie; or Early
Times in the Massachusetémnalyzed together, these texts reveal the wayghich
ideas of national belonging continued to be dramemfcontradictory elements.
Americans asserted an origin story which intricatglnnected them with Indigenous
people as well as the North American continent, ¥etloing so they needed to reconcile
the issue of Indigenous peoples as original inhakstof the continent. This resolution
was made largely through assertion of land titless while its roots began in the
seventeenth century, nineteenth century Supremet Cases such a®hnson v.

Mclintosh(1823) indicated that this issue continued to r@adfication.

As previously discussed, Euro-American understagalof landed property,
which emerged from Locke and other theorists ofygaodern international law, were

intricately connected to ideas of improvement amtividualized possession. Yet, the
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security of such land titles confounded early settbf North America, who disagreed on
whether a king's title or a title from Indigenowesople gave them sovereignty over their
settlements. A solution was finally reached inldte seventeenth century, when William
Penn and his contemporaries forged a distinctltiNamerican link between "royal and
Indigenous titles3** Yet, Chief Justice Marshall faced a similar dileanim deciding the
case ofJohnson v. McIntostL823)2*? The plaintiffs of the case were heirs of Thomas
Johnson, a Virginian who purchased land from tlamkéshaw people in the 1770s. Even
though the Johnson family never occupied the laich eventually became the state of
lllinois, they claimed ownership with titles issuledm its original Indigenous
inhabitants. The defendant, William Mcintosh, amjtigat his title purchased from the
government of the United States in 1818 was molid.vaccording to the defense, the
United States acquired this land when Great Britelimquished it in the treaty following
the War of Independence, thus the United Statestaiaed the right to “sell, grant, and
convey” the land. This case raised questions beymgtididual land ownership, calling

into question the legitimacy of the nation's laatks®*> Thus, the court needed to

241 paniel K. Richter, ""To 'Clear the King's and lads' Title' Seventeenth Century
Origins of North American and Cession Treaties,Saliha Belmessous, e&mpire by
Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1998w Y ork: Oxford University
Press, 2015), 45-77. Citation found on page 69.

242 30hnson v. Mclntosh, 21 U.S. 543 (1823)rrespondence, Papers and Selected
Judicial Opinions, January 1820-December 1823. 9 of The Papers of John Marshall,
Ed. Herbert A. Johnson et al, (Chapel Hill: Univigrsf North Carolina Press, 1998),
285, 298.
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determine “the power of Indians to give, and of/até individuals to receive, a title
which can be sustained in the Courts of this cquihtf* In rendering his opinion Chief
Justice Marshall broadly examined the status agfdgiof Indians in the United States,
including the basis for Euro-American claims to Euaed. In doing so, Marshall not only
confirmed a late seventeenth-century connectiowdsst Indigenous and sovereign land
claims, but also asserted the authority of the Azaarnation in issuing land titles.

Marshall's decision is important because it reflida critical connection also
found within the captivity narratives as well ae therary texts analyzed within this
chapter. That is, the inextricable connection betw#ne Indigenous people and
American nation. Marshall reflected the underlyasgumption of captivity narratives
when he concluded Indians as “fierce savages, whosgpation was war, and whose
subsistence was drawn chiefly from the forest.élavé them in possession of their
country was to leave the country a wildernéd8Yet, Marshall did not declare
Indigenous land titles irrelevant to claims of tederal government. Instead, Marshall
explained that "[i]t has never been contendedtti@tndian title amounted to nothing."
The issue was not Indigenous right of possessiairywhether "the claim of government

extends to the complete ultimate title, chargedh wits right of possession and to the

243 John Marshalljohnson and Graham’s Lessee v. McIntdsiCases Argued and
Decided in the Supreme Court of the United Stdnesk 5, Lawyer’s ed. (Rochester
Lawyers Co-Operative Publishing Company, 1882),. 685

244 £ Wilcomb WashburriThe American Indian and the United States: A Docuarg
History, vol.4. (New York: Random House, 1973), 2537.

245 £ Wilcomb WashburriThe American Indian and the United States: A Doauarg
History, vol.4. (New York: Random House, 1973), 692.
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exclusive power of acquiring that righ:® Thus, the Court determined that Indigenous
peoples owned "the right of occupancdy® In doing so, Marshall also asserted the

supremacy of the United States as sovereign body.

In the same year that the Supreme Court decidé&/ar of McIntosh, James
Fenimore Cooper wrote the first of tisatherstocking TaleIhe Pioneers; or The
Sources of the Susquehantfd American readers were first introduced to the abigr
of Natty Bumpo, the primary Anglo-American charaaéCooper’'sLeatherstocking

Tales,includingThe Last of the MohicanBrawing on “his own recollections,” Cooper

248 3o0hnson and Graham's Lessee v. McInt@4hU.S. 588.

%47 Eliga H. Gould Among the Powers of the Earth: The American Rejenliznd the
Making of a New World Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard Universitg$r2012),
see especially pages 205-206; Michelle Burnhame‘®ariphery Within: Internal
Colonialism and the Rhetoric of U.S. Nation Builglihin Messy Beginnings:
Postcoloniality and Early American Studiégalini Johar Schueller and Edward Watts,
eds. (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2((B®-154. Eric CheyfitZThe
Poetics of Imperialism: Translation and Colonizatisom The Tempesto Tarzan
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991). Cheyfitzasgument is underdeveloped. He
recognizes that Marshall's opinion rests on thediaion of Indians and their use of land
into the assumptions of Euro-American settlers,Hautails to analyze the foundation of
these assumptions. His argument rests on expdsingaradox of Indian possession of
land without title to the land; Priscilla Wal@pnstituting Americans: Cultural Anxiety
and Narrative Form(Durham: Duke University Press, 1995).

248 James Fenimore Coop@he Pioneers; or The Sources of the SusquehdBa3),
Reprint edited by James F. Beard, (Albany: SUNYsBr&980), 22. The Pioneers is the
first of the five novels published in the serieawéver, when considering the
chronology of the content, this text is the fountivel. Historians have acknowledged
that the fictional Judge Temple serves to repreSenper’s father and Templeton
represents Cooperstown. See Alan Tawditliam Cooper’'s Town: Power and
Persuasion on the Frontier of the Early Americap&dic, (New York: Alfred A.

Knopf, 1995).
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sets the novel in Otsego, which was included irctihwnty of Albany, New York.
Although at the time of Cooper’s publication, Otsegas one of the most “populous
districts of New York,” economically prosperousimalustry and manufacturing, Cooper
recalled an earlier period, when “the whole coumtas then a wildernes$* In fact,
Cooper based the character of Judge Temple omthisrf William Cooper, a frontier
entrepreneur and town builder. Cooper describetyat“a melodious synopsis of man
and nature in the West” and often relies on Nattguestion the legitimacy of American

land claims. Like Marshall, Cooper’s characters tmesolve competing claims to land.

Although Seaver’s narrative of Jemison does noliep address the legitimacy
of land claims, Seaver may never have had the gppty to interview Jemison had she
not succeeded in resolving a competing land claifrer favor. In 1797, Jemison’s
Indian brother attended a “great Council” duringehhhe secured a piece of land chosen
by Jemison. Because her land required more lalorshe and her immediate family
could provide, she leased parts of it to whitelesestt who, like numerous landless settlers
in the backcountry, paid for the lease with shafdke crops they raised.” This

arrangement continued undisturbed until 1816 wheallattorney, Micah Brooks,

249 |Indeed, the historian Alan Taylor states that @uspnovels are the “antithesis” of
actual history. Alan TayloMVilliam Cooper’'s Town: Power and Persuasion on the
Frontier of the Early American RepubligNew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1995), 421.
According to Taylor, Cooper acquired the Otsegotteh 40,000 acres in 1786. Taylor
contrasts William Cooper’d Guide in the Wilderness: Or the History of thesFi
Settlement in the Western Counties of New YbBrkblin: Gilbert and Hodges, 1810) to
the realities of eighteenth century New York, whieas in fact not a wilderness, but
rather was once the well populated land of theuois)
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warned Jemison that the current title to her lameld little value” unless he “procured a
legislative act that would invest [her] with fulbwer.” Jemison agreed to sign a petition
to Congress “for her naturalization and for theftamation of the title of [her] land.”
Brooks presented it to the Legislature of New Yiork817, at which time an “act was
passed for [her] naturalization, and ratifying aodfirming the title of [her] land.”
Although Jemison went on to lease a portion ofiéwed to Brooks, he would spend the
next five years pressuring Jemison to relinquishenod her land. Jemison refused to
meet until a council consisting of “a great numbeChiefs” and a United States
Commissioner of Indian Lands met in Livingston ciyyNew York. With all parties
present in September 1823, Jemison sold all ofamet with the exception of a tract,
“two miles long and one mile wide” along the GereBéver.?*° Interest in Jemison
continued throughout the autumn of 1823 when DahieBanister, Esq., “prompted by
his own ambition to add something to the accumudgfiund of useful knowledge,”
employed Seaver in collecting and preparing “arueate account” of Jemison’s life.

One year after Marshall issued his decision andd€opublished the first of his
Leatherstocking TalesSeaver publishedl Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison
Jemison’s narrative maintains many of conventidrib® captivity drama, including
Indigenous attackers, destruction of Anglo propeasywell as the killing of some
members of the settler family. Yet, her experiermmdradict some of the key structures

of the captivity genre, specifically the narratsvegsolution, which generally detailed the

2V geaver, 147.
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safe return of the female captive to Anglo-Amerisattlement>" Although, Jemison
was taken captive in 1758 by a group of Shawned-agidch men, she was adopted by a
Seneca family and chose to spend the remaindesrdifé as an Indian woman, dying
well into her nineties in 1833. Jemison's expemsmeviated from most captivity
narratives, not only in her refusal to return tatelsociety, but also in her positive
presentation of Seneca family and culture. AccgrdanJemison's narrative she feared
that her relatives would “despise her Indian cleifdrand treat them as enemies, a fate
which she “could not enduré Therefore, without the implied validation of the
superiority of white culture inherent in a captwegincorporation, Seaver needed to
construct meaning explicitly for the reader. Nolyaid Seaver attempt to force
Jemison's story into the conventional structura o&ptivity narrative, he also embraced
the emerging rigidly defined racial categorieshs hineteenth century. In his
introduction, Seaver emphasized the enduring gqualifemison’s whiteness. He
acknowledged that she spoke English well and “bergiexion is very white?*®
Beginning with the second edition, her appelladsriThe White Woman” appeared on

the title page, which reflected the emerging rdleace as a category for identifying

national belonging.

%1 For more on the scholarly debate regarding thegeaization of Jemison's narrative
see Hilary E. Wyss, "Captivity and Conversion: Vlith Apess, Mary Jemison, and
Narratives of Racial Identity," iAmerican Indian QuarterlyVol. 23., No. 3 &4,
(Summer-Autumn, 1999), pp. 63-82.

22 geaver, 101-102.

23 Seaver, x.
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Although Jemison was taken captive during the samperial conflict as Jemima
Howe and Susannah Willard Johnson, many of Jengssxperiences stood in stark
contrast to those of Howe and Johnson. First, Jemigs a young girl when she was
captured, unlike Howe and Johnson, both of whoreweult women. Second, Jemison
remained for the rest of her life with her adoptindian family. Third, Jemison’s
narrative was published in 1824, when the histbdoatext differed greatly from the
1790s. Therefore, Jemison's narrative lacks theFaench rhetoric found in the
narratives of Howe and Johnsti.

In the preface of Jemison’s narrative, Seaver ésthe work like an advice
manual, “for by others’ faults, wise men correditrown.” Specifically, Seaver
concluded the preface with his purpose that “tkedes of distress that are portrayed
may have a direct tendency to increase our loVibefty; to enlarge our views of the
blessings that are derived from our liberal insititus.”2>® Similar to the editor of
Johnson's 1796 narrative, Seaver also encouragddrseto contrast their present

circumstances with those of more distressing tiafdadian conflict. In this context,

%4 previous historiography has identified the eadyatles after the War of 1812 as the
“era of good feelings.” Like the War for Independe and the Louisiana Purchase, the
War of 1812 “revitalized national strength” andidated “the national fantasy of
providential destiny to inherit the continent.” attlers flooded into the territories after
the War of 1812, Indiana (1816), lllinois (1818)idMigan (1837), lowa (1846), and
Wisconsin (1848) joined Ohio (1803), Tennessee§ladd Kentucky (1792) in
expanding the federal union. Steven Wakte Republic Reborn: War and the Making of
Liberal America, 1790-182(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1987),283; Walter L. HixsorAmerican Settler Colonialism: A HistoiNew York: St.
Martin’s Press, 2013), 73.

255 Seaver, Xiii.
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Jemison’s captivity narrative served not only “tlllaomething to the accumulating fund
of useful knowledge,” but also as a way to explaserican exceptionalism, as bearers
of liberty and civil institutions. Memories of ttedian captivity shaped Americans' sense
of a national identity.

Seaver explained that although Jemison’s storyblesth known for some time by
locals, this would be the first opportunity fotdtbe read by the public. Yet, Seaver
intended to document more than the events of Jersisite. Just as Caleb Bingham and
Noah Webster had included the narrative of JemimaeHin their widely popular school
primers, Seaver suggested the utility of his baokriproving the abilities of children “in
the art of reading®® Yet he intended the narrative as more than a préreer. He used
Jemison’s personal narrative as an opportunitytdrédute to a national history. In fact,
he begins with a reference to “The Peace of 1783 &vent which bears much more
importance to American national history than toelkents recounted throughout
Jemison’s story.

Orienting the reader to the setting of western N@nk, Seaver explained that
those who “settled down and commenced improveniarite country which had
recently been the property of aborigines” soon becacquainted with Jemison, “whose
history they anxiously sought.” He noted the apaeee of Jemison, who at the time of
her interview was over eighty years old, was thsilteof her “not having enjoyed the

blessings of civilization.” Yet, he acknowledgeatlher “plain dress” was a matter of

26 No copy of Seaver’s original notes survives, scaneleft only his published words to
understand the intention for telling Jemison’sstor
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choice and comfort, rather than necessity becasigelacated by her property she could
“dress in the best fashion and allow every conmdbtife.” Although Jemison could
speak “English plainly and distinctly,” which preded the need for an interpreter, her
narrative was still mediated through Sea?ef.

The genre of captivity narratives had evolved 824land reflected the efforts
similar to literary figures interested in estabiighan origin myth, a national story. Thus,
rather than beginning with details of an Indigenatiack on a settler home, Jemison's
narrative began with her aboard a ship destine®fiiladelphi>® Jemison’s family
farm was ten miles north of what is now Gettysb&gnnsylvania. The morning of April
5, 1758 began like any other with her “father shg\an axe-helve," her "mother making
preparations for breakfast; two older brothers atkwnear the barn” leaving Mary, her
siblings as well as a female neighbor and her tbnddren in the home. A “discharge of
a number of guns” alarmed everyone. As Jemisomthited with fear,” a group of “six
Indians and four Frenchmen...rushed into the housiet “plundering” the house, they
“set out with their prisoners in great haste, fmrfof detection, and soon entered the
woods.” They made prisoners of everyone, excepthebrothers, who “being at the
barn, escaped™ After two days of travel “an Indian took off [Jeson's] shoes and

stockings and put a pair of moccasins” on her f8elieving this to be a sign that her

%7 Seaver, Xi-Xix.
8 seaver, 25.
29 3emison’s brothers eventually ended up with theiternal grandparents in Virginia.

Allen W. Trelase, “Mary Jemison,” iNotable American Women, 1607-1980;0ls., ed.
Edward T. James, et al (Cambridge : Harvard UnitePsess, 1971), Vol. 2; 271-274.
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daughter’s life would be spared, Jemison’s mothemed her “not to forget her English
tongue” or prayers. More importantly, she warneddaighter not to escape from the
Indians, as they would eventually find and destrey. Shortly after Jemison left, the
remaining members of her family as well as the agzanying woman and children
“were killed and scalped...and mangled in the mostkimg manner.” Her captors
explained that “they should not have killed the ifsiifi the whites had not pursued
them.” Her captors referred to her neighbors, whonuearning of Jemison’s capture,
“turned out in pursuit of the enem§?®

At this point in the text, the form of the captivharrative imposed by Seaver
became increasingly more inadequate. Once Jemisopaat Fort DuQuesne, which at
the time was occupied by the French and their bribgs allies, she was adopted by two
Seneca women to replace a recently deceased famaityber. Unlike previous narratives,
such as Mary Smith's (1818), in which the adoptieremony is described as a moment
of tribulation, Jemison's narrative reflects thespective of a cultural insider. That is, the
words used within Jemison's narrative are not |lad#énprejudice, but rather pride.
Jemison described the women as “pleasant lookingves| of the Seneca trib&

Because women were authorities on how family refetiips were created they played
central roles in captive adoption in their commigsit Jemison described her adoption as

an event only attended by women. Dressed in “Indtgie,” Jemison was surrounded by

260 Seaver, 25-35.

261 Seaver, 36.
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“all the Squaws in the town” who “set up a mosnuis owling, crying bitterly, and
wringing their hands in all the agonies of grief &odeceased relative.” For Jemison, the
ceremony demonstrated an emotional connectionceslyaegarding familial bonds.
According to her narrative, her new Seneca familgltomed her as a long lost
child...and treated [her] as a real sister, the sasrthough [she]had been born of their
mother.?®? Although Seaver attempted to include this evenireconditionally tragic,
description of the celebration of community and ifgrmake it nearly impossible for the

reader to focus on this event as a moment of soffer

In 1826, two years after the publication of Jemismarrative, Cooper published
another seminal worlhe Last of the Mohicans: A Narrative of 17&boper
established an American national origin story firedated the Revolution: the final
Anglo-French conflict of the mid-eighteenth centumhen British and colonial victory
effectively eliminated the French presence in Néwtherica east of the Mississippf’
Yet, centralizing this imperial conflict within thaigin story of America was not a novel
concept. In fact, as previously discussed, theidgpharratives of Jemima Howe and
Susannah Johnson, both of which detail events thenseven Years War, were first

published in the 1790s.

262 Seaver, 46-47.

263 Fred AndersonA People's Army: Massachusetts Soldiers and Sdci¢he Seven
Years' War(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pred€984). According to
Anderson the French and Indian War created a distenAmerican identity among
provincials as well as provided a training grouad\Washington and his contemporaries.



134

With TheLast of the Mohicans: A Narrative of 1787¢oper offers a familiar
story of feminine vulnerability in the wilderne€3ooper centers his story on two sisters,
Cora and Alice Munro, living in New York during ti8even Years War. Through these
characters Cooper offers two separate captivitsatiges. The first captivity occurred
while the two sisters were being escorted from Eoiward to reconnect with their
father, a British general, stationed at Fort Witlidlenry. Although the sisters are briefly
abducted by a Magua, a Mohawk guide, Cooper erfuefirst captivity with Natty
Bumppo safely escorting the sisters to Fort Willidenry. Thus, Cooper concludes the
first captivity in the tradition of redemption angincorporation. However, the second
captivity begins with a massacre at Fort WilliannHe Although both sisters endured
captivity, Cora developed a romantic relationshihywJncas, the youngest member of
the Mohican tribe, who attempts to protect her fildagua, and never returns to white
society.

Race is central to Cooper's story, just as v iISeaver's framing of Jemison. Natty
Bumpo not only describes Magua as a member ofiavigh race" with "knavish
features," but he also draws racial distinctionk@advises Duncan Heyward, a British
army major "that it is lawful to practice thingsatimay not be naturally the gifts of white
skin...in order to outwit the knave$> Cooper also uses the Munro sisters, Alice and
Cora, to offer a commentary on race. Specificalig, reader learns that Cora's mother

was of African descent, while Alice's mother wamnirScotland. Alice reflects the

264 Cooper Last of the Mohicang7, 229.
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typical white sentimental heroine of nineteenthtagnAmerican literature, often
described as "tender blossoms" and "harmless tHihgsontrast, Cooper rejects the
possibility of marriage between Heyward and Cord resents her exclusively as the
object of Indigenous desire. The death of both @mdUncas reflect the common
assumption among many Americans regarding the Eujteof white culture?®®

While Cooper’d.ast of the Mohicanis well known, fewer people remember
Catharine Maria Sedgwick 1827 novidippe Leslie; or Early Times in the
Massachusett3.he influence of Jemison’s narrative on Sedgwiakrnideniable, yet quite
different from its relationship with Coopetsst of the MohicanDrawing upon
seventeenth-century Puritan histories by John Wapthwilliam Bradford, and William
Hubbard, Sedgwick offered an alternative historyhef Puritan victory over the Pequots
in 1637. The story centers on the Fletcher houskefdle Pequot chief Mononotto
attacks the Fletcher household in order to res@ietildren, Magawisca and Oneco,
who were being held as slaves. In doing so, heldllsoMrs. Fletcher and her younger
children and also takes Everell Fletcher and Hagglie, daughter from Mr. Fletcher's
previous marriage, into captivity. Mr. Fletcher dtidpe Leslie evaded the attack as they
were on a trip to Boston. Although Everell escap@ith remains with Mononotto and
eventually marries Oneco. Similar to Jemison, shbraces Indian culture and is

unwilling to rejoin her family.

285 Eor more see David T. Haberly, "Women and Indidie Last of the Mohicans and
the Captivity Tradition," ilAmerican QuarterlyVol. 28, No. 4 (Autumn, 1976), pp. 431-
444,
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Although her contemporary popularity was signifitta less than Cooper,
scholars now identify her as a preeminent ninekeeantury writer in which her work
stands in contrast to prevailing notions of gemdéss presented in works such as those
by Cooper. Sedgwick's work invited readers to rewter the role of women's writing in
the making of American literature, as well as thevpiling assumption that women's
writing largely focused on domesticity and marriagé&itten in counterpoint to Cooper’s
The Last of the MohicanSedgwick’s work, like his, focuses on two femiaggoines, but
their characteristics undermine the stock gendesrmxhibited by female characters of
Cooper’s novels. Like Jemison’s narrative, Sedgisitlope Lesligplaces a woman at
the center of an American origin story. Sedgwickcpld a strong female protagonist into
a historical reimagining of Massachusetts Bay Cplamidst the social, political and
religious, turbulence that followed the Pequot \1/886-1638. Sedgwick explained to the
reader in the preface of the first edition that m&vel is the result of her "patient
investigation of ...the copious, and authentic" actsuhat "our ancestors" left
behind?®®

Sedgwick not only offers an alternative to Coopéimale characters, she also
reinvents the captivity drama. Inverting the usnaral of the captivity narrative, the
Pequots attack the white settlement in order teeedtheir children, who have been
captured and are held in servitude. Mononotto, Bechief, recalls how “he has seen his

people slaughtered, or driven from their homestamting grounds, into shameful

266 catharine Maria Sedgwickope Leslie; or Early Times in the Massachusetts
Carolyn L. Karcher (New York: Penguin Group, 199R),
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exile.” After his wife died in captivity, Mononottewas determined to rescue his children
from “servile dependence in the house of his engffifé Whereas in the tradition of
captivity narratives, the Indians attack a settlenie in order to take a settler or
members of the family captive, Mononotto is theregscue his children.

Situating her setting for the contemporary reaSedgwick states, “where there
are now contiguous rows of shops filled with thechandise of the east...stately halls of
justice...and all the symbols of a rich and populoosimunity-- were, at the early period
of our history, a few log-houses, planted aroufioke” Here Sedgwick places the
Fletcher home and describes it as “the habitatfaivdized man” standing on the edge
of “savage howling wildernes$®® This domestic scene and description would have bee
quite familiar to American readers as they had reading captivity narratives for quite
some time. In this setting, “Indian warraiors ddrfem the forest and pealed on the air
their horrible yells.” Yet, unlike captivity nariaes in which the scene continues in a
violent death, Sedgwick immediately humanizes tteckers as Magawisca and Oneco
call out, “My father! My Father.” Magawisca entredter father not to kill Mrs. Fletcher
and her children, who “clung fast to their mothévldnonotto stood motionless, as one
of his companions advanced toward Mrs. Fletchett'an uplifted hatchet.” Magawisca,
who begged “they are all good-our benefactors-..essgfagm,” used her body as a shield

to protect Mrs. Fletcher from the impending attakkhough both Mrs. Fletcher and her

%7 sedgwickHope Leslie59

268 sedgwick Hope Leslie16, 17
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infant are eventually killed, Sedgwick describds #itene from Mononotto’s perspective,
which stands in stark contrast to most captivityratées. Mononotto’s “heart melted” as
he attempted to save the infant. Although Monanfaiiled to prevent the infant’s death,
he cried “We have has enough blood,” and demartdchts children Oneco and
Magawisca follow him out of the home.

Once again Sedgwick offers an alternative to taedard events of the captivity
narrative. In contrast to the captivity drama inaththe captive is eventually dressed in
typical indigenous clothing, Mononotto wasted modiin tearing “from Oneco his
English dress, and casting it from him.” In so dpMononotto intended to destroy
“every mark of the captivity of my children.” Heeth “wrapped a skin around” his
children as he explained, “Thou shalt return tofovests with the badge of thy
people.?*° Clothing has cultural meaning for Indigenous a# a&Euro-Americans. Just
as Jemison described her captors replacing hesshith a pair of moccasins,
Mononotto must also dress his children in “the lgadythy people” before returning to
the forest.

Through the character of Mononotto, Sedgwick affem interesting contrast to
Seaver’s portrayal of Jemison’s husband, Hioka®ecause Jemison will not speak ill
of her family, Seaver, consulted Jemison’s firsisio to learn more about Hiokatoo,

Jemison’s second husband. Seaver then goes oevieras pages presenting Hiokatoo as

269 sedgwick Hope Leslie59
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a barbaric man, who showed early signs of a “thisblood,” from a barbaric society,
which initiated him “into scenes of carnadé®”

Sedgwick offered a purpose for her readers juSteaver had. In contrast to
Seaver’s work, Sedgwick explained that her work n@isintended as “a historical
narrative.” Even though “real characters and evargsalluded to,” Sedgwick explained
that her intention was to “illustrate not the higtdout the character of the time€™Yet,
Sedgwick, like Seaver, Cooper and many of the ei@yptiarratives published throughout
the early republic, intended to offer an originrgt@n insight into America’s past.
Another difference between Seaver and Sedgwidkeis explicit treatment of Indians.
Seaver reminds the reader that part of his intertidor readers to recall the “savage
barbarities of Indians.” Seaver cannot reconcitaiden’s choice to “take pride in
extolling their [Indians] virtues.” Sedgwick takadull paragraph to explain her intention
which stands in opposition to Seaver. Writing jinsee years after Seaver, Sedgwick
explained that her representation “supposes tleatlments of virtue and intellect are
not withheld from any branch of the human familyléreover, she calls on the
“enlightened and accurate observer of human natoratknowledge that “the difference
of character among the various races of the eadbsamainly from difference of
condition.” Through characters such as MagawiscbManonotto, Sedgwick creates a

representation of indigenous people who are fdblized with their own complex set of

219 Seaver, 105.

271 sedgwick Hope Leslie3.
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motivations, whereas Seaver uses Jemison's expetiemepresent Indigenous people as
monolithic savages, with little to no depth in uredlanding their humanity. For
Sedgwick, she begins “not from the actual, butpgbssible” as she constructs her
indigenous characters.

Yet, Jemison’s sentiment is more akin to Sedgwias she, like the character of
Faith Leslie, chooses to remain among indigenooglpe Although Seaver in many
ways frames Jemison’s narrative in his framewoekjidon attempts to offer a more
complicated view of Indians. Sedgwick acknowledgst Seaver silences in Jemison,
that given the opportunity, indigenous “historimmgoets...would have extolled their
high-souled courage and patriotisti?Like Seaver, Sedgwick also sees her work as
performing a larger purpose in the construct ofomal identity. In the final paragraph of
her preface, she hopes her work would encourageymung countrymen...to investigate
the early history of their native land.” Seaversah his readers to use Jemison’s
narrative to gain an appreciation of “our liberatlaivic institutions.” Both Seaver and
Sedgwick intend to educate young Americans, craatiepass on an American origin
story which centers on the conflict between whited Indians.

Scholars of reading acknowledge that reading Bpegathe reader. Reading has
been seen as a tool for collective formation thhmug history in which reading creates

"the constitution of some 'us’® When editors of captivity narratives or authorstsas

272 sedgwick Hope Leslie4

273 Andrew PiperBook Was There: Reading in Electronic Tirg@hicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2012), 84.
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Sedgwick address a collective "you" or "citizertgrojects a communal understanding.
Similar to Jemison's narrative, Sedgwick uses #reator to speak directly to the reader.
Her consistent reference to "our young readersijtad the readers to consider their
relationship with other members of the novel's andé. Nineteenth century writers
theorized that reading was more than an indivieugkrience, rather, could affect one's
perception of the world around them.

Jemison’s narrative must be analyzed within igsdrical, social and cultural
context, bearing in mind its relation to other warkuch as that of Cooper and Sedgwick.
Cooper and Sedgwick offer alternative views forttsgon of American history. For
Cooper, a patriarchal ideology shaped the fromtierance, whereas for Sedgwick a
proto-feminist ideology influenced her work. Fordper, the history of the nation, and
perhaps the fate of the country, were in the hahdghite male settlers, whereas
Sedgwick and Jemison offer an alternative in whighorigin and destiny of a nation is

shared with white women.

Captivity narratives were premised on extenuadiiffgrence. Eventually
difference was codified into racial classificatiempported by science. In the early
republic it was the captivity drama that facilitt consistent discussion of difference, a
justification for expansion and eventually remo&.the mid-nineteenth century,
popular press, periodicals and American politicismgght scientific proof of racial
distinctions, drawn supposedly from observation$ widigenous and those of African

descent. American science confirmed what Ameriteuslong identified as innately
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savage characteristics of non-white settlers. Resiel in America was a primary point of
distinction from their European ancestors, and ggsteven a claim to their superiority.
The desired absence of Indians was combined wétfeéepresence. Americans needed
Indigenous people as part of their national imatipmeotherwise they would simply be

seen as displaced Europeans.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

As Americans anticipated the fiftieth anniversafyhe Declaration of
Independence, the accounts of two women takenveajtithe mid-eighteenth century
widely circulated among American readers. At a tinlieen so many took this
anniversary as an opportunity to imagine the fytuey were Americans still interested
in reading accounts of Indian captivity from thghéeenth-century? Why was Noah
Webster still including the captivity of Jemima Hewm his popular school primer? Why
were sales oA Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemiserceeding those of popular
American writers, such as James Fenimore Coope&rigams of the early republic
sought an origin story, which would not only createollective memory but further
legitimize the sovereignty of the young nation. Ytbe reality of the past, which included
the relentless dispossession of indigenous peopbedljcted with contemporary efforts
to project a national image foregrounded in Enkgiment values of liberty and equality.
To that end, women’s Indian captivity narrativesyided a continuous repository of
settlers as victims in an untamed wilderness, whatlved to legitimize American
sovereignty as well as create a sense of nati@lahging.

Throughout the early republic women's Indian caigtivarratives performed the
cultural work of imagining a nation. It galvanizedpport for continuous war with
Indigenous peoples through the framework of feroafgtivity. Unlike Americans of the

early republic, who faced concerns over the sogatgiand stability of the continental
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United States, post 9/11 Americans faced concerestbe image of a "cowering
superpower.” By sensationalizing their plight ipiaty, the American media
highlighted the victimization of white women andwgaized support for military action,
just as women's Indian captivity narratives didhie early republic. The "barbaric"
Muslims may have replaced the "savage Indiansh@fearly republic and U.S. Special
Forces may have replaced "the brave and hardyafdhe western world," yet the victim
remained a white woman. Securing the rescue (retiemwf Jessica Lynch, like Mary
Kinnan, Jemima Howe and Mary Smith, allowed Ameargto view grievances against
an individual as grievances against a nation. Ttagtivity narratives consistently
perpetuated and reinforced the theme of whitemiettion through the discourse of

gender and directed the reader to the appropritgepretation of the attack and capture.

*kkkkkkhk

Just as Americans across the nation read Genetfaalds 1818 call to "the brave
men" of Tennessee "to endure hardships of warfar®ut murmuring or complaining,”
so too did Americans read of Theodore Rooseve388 Volunteer cavalry regiment, who
"boldly faced the life of strife" and "the hardyrtvies of the nation** Embedded in this

rhetoric is a sense of American exceptionalisme&dj Roosevelt identified his "Rough

24 Roosevelt resigned as assistant secretary ofayeand enlisted to fight in the just
declared war on Spain. The press labeled this gieopsevelt's Rough Riders."
Theodore Roosevelthe Strenuous Life: Essays and Addre$$861; St. Clair Shores,
Mich.: Scholarly Press, 1970)
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Riders" as "peculiarly Americar?® Political discourse has continued embrace the
national identity of the "brave and hardy sonshef western world," who shirk

"oversentimentality" and "beg to be led on to thequal combat?*®

Those Americans, who lived on "the extreme frosti¢ghroughout the early
republic could easily "recount a dear wife or childarried off or massacred by the
hands of these blood thirsty nations in their hews® fields.” Whether in the form of a
petition to Congress, an order from a commandirfigesfof the military or a captivity
narrative, Americans of the early republic wereiretad that all citizens "were as
entitled to be protected in their lives, their fes, and their property as those who were
in luxury, ease and affluence in the great andepitdastern cities”’ The image of a
white woman in captivity underscored Americanstdeahile at the same time asserted a

sense of national strength and viability in hereragtion.

275 Quoted in Edmund Morri§he Rise of Theodore Roosey@itew York: Ballantine,

1979), 673. See also, Gail Bedermisianliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of
Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1@1ficago: University of Chicago
Press, 1995), especially 170-215.

278 An affecting narrative of the captivity and suffeygs of Mrs. Mary Smith, who with
her husband, and three daughters, were taken peisoby the Indians in August 1814
and after enduring the most cruel hardships antuter of mind for sixty days, in which
time she witnessed the tragical death of her hudlzand helpless children, was rescued
from the merciless savages by a detached partyecditmy of the brave General
Jackson, then commanding at New Orlg@villiamsburgh, Massachusetts: Ephraim
Whitman, 1818), 4.

277 Quoted in Alfred F. Yound,iberty Tree: Ordinary People and the American
Revolution (New York: New York University Press, 2006), 246.
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In moments of national identity formation, the patlooks outward. That is, in

order to galvanize support for federal troops angbutheastern border of the United
States in 1818 or Theodore Roosevelt's "Rough Ridkiring the 1898 Spanish-
American-Philippine War, or "The War on Terror"2003, the rhetoric was the same.
Before the United States was a global imperial ppwevas a continental empire.
Analyzing the formation of nation building as auvii@ated by captivity narratives is
foundational for understanding the imperial disseuof the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Just as US imperial strategies of tteerieneteenth century, including
economic growth and US claims to humanitarianisry have originated in Indian
Country, so too did the language and ideas of te#mand twenty-first century

American nationalism’®

It is important to understand how gender assumgtitame notions of security
because discursive constructions have consequeByéstegrounding the vulnerability
of white, female captives, editors of women's Indiaptivity narratives, as well as
members of the twenty-first century media invite éinans to embrace a sense of

martial nationalism. In doing so, the nation is@gptualized as a family in which the

28 Eor more see, Lori J. Daggar, "Cultivating Emplretians, Quakers, and the
Negotiation of American Imperialism, 1754-1846" (Phdissertation, University of
Pennsylvania, 2016). According to Daggar, "Indiautry was the formative ground
upon which those paradigms of American imperiaksmerged.” See also, Brian
Rouleau, "Maritime Destiny as Manifest Destiny: Ainan Commercial Expansion and
the Idea of the IndianJournal of the Early Republi&/ol. 30, No. 3 (Fall 2010), 377-
411.
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most vulnerable members (i.e. women and childjrareeed of masculine protection in

the form of military action.
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