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Editorial Introduction

Zhuo Chen,"™ Grace Ma,? and Monica McLemore®

May 14, 2022, was a sad day, another sad day. Ten peo- As we mourn the lives lost in Buffalo and Atlanta, we
ple were killed in a senseless racist motivated shooting."  introduce the special issue on AANHPI health as a
Eleven of the 13 people shot were Black. somber celebration of the AANHPI Heritage Month.”

Three days before the day, May 11, three Asian This special issue is a collection of short reports, re-
women were wounded in a series of shootings at search articles, perspectives, and editorials on AANHPI
Asian American businesses.” health disparities. The articles touch on the challenges

About 14 months ago, eight died in a spree of shoot- to AANHPI health, the underlying factors, and the di-
ings at three locations in Atlanta, six of whom were versity within the AANHPI. In an invited commentary,
Asian women.’ Ka’ai et al. from the White House Initiative on AANHPIs

Those are only three of a long, unfortunately grow- discussed the urgency of addressing health disparities ex-
ing, list of hate crimes against Asian Americans and perienced by the AANHPI communities and highlighted
Black Americans. A small group of extremists do not key policy priorities, including anti-Asian hate and vio-
believe in “all men are created equal” but instead sub- lence, data disaggregation, and language access.®
scribe to the false creed of “all white men are created The special issue was conceptualized during a con-
equal, those with dark or yellowish complexion are dif-  versation between Dr. Xinzhi Zhang, the former acting
ferent.” Systemic efforts are needed to stop hate crimes editor-in-chief, and Dr. Zhuo Chen, associate editor of
against all racial and ethnic groups. the journal. Dr. Grace Ma, co-guest editor of the special

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific issue, and Dr. Monica McLemore, editor-in-chief,
Islander (AANHPI), who are often stereotyped as quickly lent their support. We are grateful for the gen-
“forever foreigners” because of their appearance and erous support from the Blue Shield of California Foun-
culture, have suffered from systemic racism starting dation and the China Medical Board for this special
from the “Chinese Exclusion Act” in 1882, the Japa- issue on AANHPI health.*
nese Internment Camps during 1942 and 1945, and
to this day the anti-Asian hate crimes that have
been exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic.”*
The injustices have profound consequences on
AANHPI health.

*Correction added on August 24, 2022 after first
online publication of May 31, 2022: California
Blue Cross Foundation has been corrected to Blue
Shield of California Foundation.
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The collection will continue to grow as we celebrate
the AANHPI heritage month and the accomplishments
of AANHPI communities. Our thoughts are with the
families of the victims of the Buffalo shooting, the
Atlanta spa shooting, and all the hate crimes that are
against American values and should not have hap-
pened. We must be united to condemn and combat
racism, xenophobia, and intolerance against AANHPIs
in the United States.
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Abbreviations Used

AANHPI = Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
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