THE KEYSTONE EXAMS

What Are the Keystone Exams?
The Keystone Exams are new exams in Algebra I, Literature, and Biology for high school
students. The exams decide if a student can graduate starting with the class of 2017.

2014 Exam Results

. , )
What Happens if I Don’t Pass: For Philadelphia 11th graders:

A stude.n.t wbo fal.ls a Keystone Exam may retake it 2 times. -399% passed Algebra |
After failing it 2 times, students may complete a Project Based -52% passed Literature
Assessment (PBA). -26% passed Biology
Why Is this Happening?

Pennsylvania adopted the Keystone Exams as part of its graduation requirements to increase the
“value” of a Pennsylvania diploma. It is estimated that the Keystone Exams will cost Pennsylvania
$300 million a year.

Can I Opt Out of Taking the Exams? Steps to Opt Out of the Keystone Exams
Yes. Students are supposed to take the *  Your parent/guardian contacts the school to look at the test.
Keystone Exams, but it is also possible to

) . The school gives your parent/guardian a time to come in
opt out. Opting out is when you choose not and look at the tast.

to take the Keystone Exams because of

lici belief: Your parent/guardian may opt out by writing to the school
your religious pelieis.

and saying the test is against your religious beliefs. The
school cannot ask for proof to back up the request.
What is a Waiver?

As a last resort, students have the right to
request a waiver of the Keystone Exam requirements. The Superintendent of Philadelphia is the
only person who can grant waivers and requests may be rejected for any reason.

How do I Challenge the Keystone Exams?

Make your voice heard! Talk to your classmates, parents, teachers, and principals. Contact the
Philadelphia Superintendent, the Philadelphia School Reform Commission, Secretary of
Education, Pennsylvania Board of Education, or your local representative in Harrisburg.
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