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Latin I (LAT 1001) 
Greek and Roman Classics, Temple University 

 
Section I 
MWF 9:20-10:30 am, Anderson 
Hall 622 
Professor: Dr. Karen Hersch  
Office: 325 Anderson Hall    
Email: khersch@temple.edu (my last check 
of email is usually ca. 8pm) 
Office Hours:  M 8:30-9:20am; WF  
12-1  or by appointment 
 

Section II 
MWF 12:00-1:10pm, Tuttleman 
403A 
Professor: Dr. Jaclyn Neel  
Office: 329 Anderson Hall  
Email: Jaclyn.neel@temple.edu  
Office Hours: MW 10:30-11:30, F 3-
4, or by appointment

 
Course 
Description 
The beginning of the 
study of the Latin 
language. Students will 
learn the basics of Latin 
grammar and 
vocabulary, with 
progressively more 
difficult passages of 
adapted Latin readings. 
Although the pace of 
the course will be 
adapted to the class, our 
goal is to complete the 
first volume of the 
textbook. 
By the end of the first 
semester, you should 
understand this real 
Roman inscription! 
 
Required 

Textbook  
K. Kitchell and T. Sienkewicz, Disce! Vol. 1. On reserve at Charles Library. This book is 
available in two formats: bound and unbound. Either option is acceptable, but please 
purchase a large 3-ring binder (or binder rings) for any unbound copies. You will be 
really sad if you lose a page – and this has happened in the past! 
Prerequisites: 
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None. If you have studied Latin previously, YOU MUST consult the instructor regarding 
the appropriate level for you. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students will be broadly familiar with many of the major 
concepts of classical Latin language and Roman culture. In particular, students will:  

• Read simple Latin texts using all cases and some verb tenses; 
• Become familiar with Latin literature and culture; 
• Develop fluency in reading and writing Latin. 

A final grade of ‘A’ in this course recognizes that you have achieved all 3 learning 
outcomes at a high level.  
 
Grade Breakdown 
Attendance and participation . . . . . . . . . 20% 
Weekly quiz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    20% (total; lowest quiz score is dropped) 
Tests . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 45% (total; 15% each, including final 
exam) 
Homework  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15% 
 
Important dates! 
LABOR DAY, NO CLASS:  Mon., Sept. 2 
Last day to add/drop a course: Mon., Sept. 9 
Last day to withdraw:  Tues., Oct. 22 
Test 1:     Mon., Sept. 23    
Test 2:     Fri., Nov. 8 
FALL BREAK, NO CLASS:   Mon., Nov. 25- Sun. Nov. 31 
Final Exam:  Hersch:  Fri., 12/13, 8-10 a.m. in our regular classroom 
  Neel:   Fri., 12/13, 10:30-12:30 in our regular classroom 
 
 
 
Student Expectations 

• To be successful in this course, a student should complete the required work AND 
continue to review materials from earlier chapters. Learning a new language 
requires building on your previous knowledge. Coming to class will not provide 
you with enough practice to succeed in this course. There is a minimum 
expectation of one additional hour per class meeting spent on Latin; in general, 
you will be rewarded by spending more time outside of class and by making Latin 
practice a consistent part of your daily schedule. Cramming will not work for the 
long haul.  

• Ask questions and come for help when you need it. We all make mistakes as 
we learn new languages. In fact, you need to hear and see the right and wrong 
answers from your classmates and teacher to get to know how the language 
works. If something seems confusing or you need more explanation, come to 
office hours, any time. You can expect both of us to help you with all your Latin 
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needs during our office hours. Therefore, please feel free to attend any Hersch 
or Neel office hour (see above) that fits your schedule, but always write your 
assigned section professor with any other questions or concerns.  Notice, above, 
that we have set aside six hours every week just for our students.  If you cannot 
make scheduled office hours, please make an appointment.    

• As a courtesy to your fellow students, you should make every effort to arrive in 
class on time and stay for the entire class period. It is distracting when students 
enter and exit the room while others are trying to learn. If you have a legitimate 
reason (e.g., doctor's appointment) for being late/leaving early on a given day, 
please contact your instructor in advance; you may be able to attend the other 
course section. 

o BECAUSE-YOU-LUCKED-OUT-AND-TOOK-LATIN-THIS-
SEMESTER:  If you find that you have to leave the university early or 
late some day in the semester, and therefore must miss a class unexcused 
(your train ran late, your best friend is getting married), you may attend 
another Hersch or Neel section that day for full credit by contacting the 
professor. You may not, however, use this on a quiz or test day, as quizzes 
and tests will vary across sections.  You may take advantage of this 
miraculous escape hatch only 2 TIMES in the semester.  See date and 
time of other class at the top of this syllabus. 

• Be polite to your fellow classmates and teacher.  This should go without 
saying, but it’s crucial to a positive learning experience and a good classroom 
atmosphere: Don’t interrupt when the teachers or others students are having 
their say.  Let everyone have a chance to volunteer.  Students who do not follow 
this policy will be asked, politely, to leave the room. If we see you using class 
time inappropriately, you will be counted absent. 

 
Grade Scale 
93.5% and higher = A   80.0% - 83.9% = B-  67.0% - 69.9% = D+ 
90.0 – 93.4% = A-   77.0% - 79.9% = C+  64.0% - 66.9% = D 
87.0% - 89.9% = B+   74.0% - 76.9% = C  60.0% - 63.9% - D- 
84.0% - 86.9% = B   70.0% - 73.9% = C-  59.9% and below = F 
 
Policies and Procedures 

• Attendance and participation 
Attendance is required and will help your grade: class time consists of active 
practice, which is a necessary part of learning any language. More practically, 
when you come to class you’ll see the sort of exercises that I like to use on 
quizzes and tests. In the event of illness, emergency, religious holidays, or athletic 
participation, your absence may be excused. For religious and athletic purposes, 
you must let me know about your absence at least one week in advance. In the 
event of an unplanned absence, you must let me know the reason for your absence 
as soon as possible (certainly within one week of the missed class) and provide 
documentation in order to make up the class. Barring any unusual circumstances, 
I do not expect that any student will have more than two absences. In previous 
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years, students who missed more than two classes found that their grades were 
adversely affected. 

• Homework   
Homework consists of both readings in the textbook and practice exercises. I will 
expect you to have read the assigned pages/chapters before class. You should 
come to class with the assigned homework completed and ready to be turned in. I 
will check homework that is turned in late, but I will not grade it. If you leave 
your homework behind, you have until 6 pm the same day to email it to me. 
Emailing assignments should be an emergency measure; students who make a 
habit of this privilege may find it revoked. 
PLEASE NOTE: Homework is assigned weekly via Canvas, and may change 
depending on class needs. You are responsible for checking Canvas for the 
most up-to-date homework assignment. 

• Weekly quiz   
Cramming is the least effective way to learn a language. Every week there will be 
a short quiz (approximately 10 minutes, and never more than a page) on Latin 
vocabulary, grammar, or syntax to check in on your learning. These quizzes are 
your barometer for the course, so I encourage you to take them seriously. 

• Tests (In-Class Tests, Final Exam) 
Testing provides a snapshot of your learning in this course. It is not the sole 
measure. You will best prepare for all four tests by consistently reviewing your 
notes, homework, and vocabulary. The in-class tests are focused on specific 
chapters (because language is inherently cumulative, they will certainly include 
material from previous chapters). The final exam is a comprehensive assessment 
of what you’ve learned in the course. I typically provide example questions for all 
tests. 

• Missed Tests 
If you miss an in-class test or quiz due to illness or other emergency, you must 
provide documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note) in order to take it. The make-up 
exam will be different from the original and will be administered at a mutually 
convenient time as soon as possible. 

• Technology  
This course uses Canvas as a class website (canvas.temple.edu). Please take the 
time to familiarize yourself with the resources available, including vocabulary 
quizzes and the Homework page.  You should plan to check the Canvas site 
regularly. Homework assignments, exam study guides, and other relevant material 
will be posted to Canvas. If it’s on Canvas, I am going to assume that you know 
about it.  
I try to respond to emails received Monday-Friday within 24 hours. If you do not 
receive a response within that time frame, you may email again. Please make sure 
to use your temple.edu email account for all class-related emails. University 
policy does not permit me to reply to your non-university email address. 
Computers, tablets, and cell phones are permitted in class, but all notifications 
must be set to silent or (preferably) turned off. If I catch you using your phone for 
non-Latin purposes, I reserve the right to reconsider this policy.  

• Accessing Materials Online 
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Before using Canvas, take the time to familiarize yourself with the University 
Technology Usage Policy, which outlines your responsibilities as a user of 
University-sponsored content. If you need assistance, please contact Computer 
Services. 

• Department of Greek and Roman Classics 
Latin is offered through the Department of Greek and Roman Classics. In addition 
to a range of courses in Ancient Greek and Latin, this department has a variety of 
courses offered in translation on Greek and Roman history and culture, including 
courses that satisfy General Education Requirements, such as Sacred Space, 
Greek Theater, and Race in the Ancient Mediterranean.  For more information on 
the departmental course offerings, check out the department website 
(http://www.temple.edu/classics/). 

• Disability Accommodations 
This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for 
participation. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the 
impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific 
situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-
204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for 
students with documented disabilities. 

• Academic Rights & Responsibilities  
Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic 
freedom. The University has a policy on Student and Faculty and Academic 
Rights and Responsibilities (Policy #03.70.02), which can be accessed through 
the following link:  
http://policies.temple edu/getdoc.asp?policyno=03.70.02 

 
Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Scheduled topics are subject to change based on class needs. All assigned exercises will 
be posted to Canvas; this schedule is limited to textbook readings and quizzes/tests. 
Please watch the Canvas site carefully. If paper copies of an assignment are distributed in 
class and you miss class, your copy will be left on your professor's door (325 or 329 
Anderson). Please pick it up! Absence is not an excuse for missing work. 
 
DATE    TOPIC(S)              Disce!  
Aug. 26 Welcome! 

Introducing your 
textbook 

No readings required 

Aug. 28 Chapter 2: Lectio Prima Review chapter 1, especially p. 10 
Complete Disce! exercises 2-2, 2-

3, 2-4, 2-6, 3-5, and 3-7 
Aug. 30 Chapter 2: Lectio 

Secunda 
• Complete the self-correcting 

practice exercise on Canvas 
(it's called a "quiz", but it's not 
similar to in-class quizzes and 
it doesn't count towards your 
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quiz grade) 
• Fill out the Doodle poll sent by 

our Peer Teacher, Taryn 
• Fill out the "getting to know 

you" survey 
 

Sept. 2 LABOR DAY -- NO 
CLASS 

 

Sept. 4 Chapter 3: Lectio Prima 
Quiz 1: chapters 1-2 

• Complete Disce! exercise 3-4 
• Complete the handout  from 

class 
• Study for quiz #1 (covers 

chapters 1-2) 
 

Sept. 6 Chapter 3: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Complete Disce! exercises 4-2, 
4-3, 4-4, 4-6, and 4-9 

• Complete the self-correcting 
practice exercise on Canvas 

 
Sept. 9 Chapter 4: Lectio Prima 

Quiz 2: Chapters 1-3 
Study for the second quiz! 

• Read the lectio secunda of 
chapter 3 (p. 32) and answer 
the Postquam Legisti questions 
on the same page (you need to 
turn in these answers, but not a 
translation) 

• Make sure you have 
read Disce! chapters 1-4 

• Complete the worksheet  we 
started in class 

 
Sept. 11 Chapter 4: Lectio 

Secunda 
• Write a letter in Latin (content 

up to you, but try to use words 
ch. 1-4) 

** Oral Latin club begins today at 
3!** 

 
Sept. 13 Chapter 5: Lectio Prima • Complete the self-grading 

practice exercise  
• Quiz corrections due today 
• Worksheet  (also distributed 

in class) 
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Sept. 16 Chapter 5: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Study Disce! vocabulary 
(Verba Discenda) for chapters 
1-5 

• Those of you who did NOT 
complete the self-grading 
practice exercise  should do 
that now; if you did it for 
Friday, it can't hurt to take it 
again :) 

• Make sure you have 
read Disce! ch. 5, especially 
pages 62-63 

Sept. 18 Chapter 6: Lectio Prima 
Quiz 3: Chapters 1-5 

• Study for quiz 3 (covers 
chapters 1-5, not including 
prepositions) 

• Complete the following Quid 
Putas? questions: #1 on p. 49, 
#3 on p. 61 

• Complete exercises 5-4 and 5-
7 

Sept. 20 Chapter 6: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Quiz 2 corrections due today 
• Complete review worksheet

 (I will give it out in class) 
• Complete Disce! exercises 6-5 

and 6-7 
Sept. 23 In-Class Test #1 Covers chapters 1-6 

• I made a practice quiz for 
forms if you want to use it 

 
Sept. 25 Chapter 7: Lectio Prima • Write a synopsis (all persons, 

singular and plural, plus 
imperatives) of the verbs in 
chapters 5 and 6 (follow 
the example here ) 

• Change the nouns you listed in 
class on Wednesday and 
Friday (from chapter 6) from 
plural to singular/singular to 
plural. Keep the same case.  

Sept. 27 Chapter 7: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Complete Disce! exercise 7-1 
• Complete online activity by 

1:10 PM (end of class) 
Sept. 30 No Class; Online  
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Activity Due 
Oct. 2 Chapter 8: Lectio Prima 

Quiz 4: Chapters 1-8a 
• Complete Disce! exercises 7-2, 

7-4, 7-5, and 7-7 
• Make sure you have 

read Disce! chapter 7 
• Turn in the Postquam 

Legisti questions from p. 84 
• There will be a quiz on the 

irregular verbs! 
Oct. 4 Chapter 8: Lectio 

Secunda 
• Complete Disce! exercise 8-1 
• Complete the self-grading 

practice exercise 
Oct. 7 Chapter 9: Lectio Prima • Read Disce! chapter 8 

• Complete Disce! exercises 8-2, 
8-4, 8-5, and 8-7 

 
Oct. 9 No Class; Online 

Activity Due 
• Complete 

the assignment (turned in 
online) 

Oct. 11 Chapter 9: Lectio 
secunda 

 

• Complete Disce! exercises 9-2, 
9-4, and 9-7 (turn in in class) 

• Read Disce! chapter 9 
Oct. 14 Chapter 10: Lectio Prima 

Quiz 5: Chapters 1-9 
• Write a collaborative 

response (Links to an external 
site.) to the Canadians (I'll 
invite everyone to a Google 
doc for this purpose) -- the 
Canadians' letter is posted to 
Course Files  

• Study for a MONDAY quiz 
(covers ch. 1-9) 

Oct. 16 Chapter 10: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Review genitive usage  
• Complete Disce! exercises  10-

2, 10-3, 10-4, and 10-7 
• Read Disce! ch. 10 

Oct. 18 No new material 
 

• Practice writing adjectives: 
using the chart on page 123 as 
a model, decline the following 
adjectives into all genders, 
numbers, and cases: 
o bonus, -a, -um 
o parvus, -a, -um 
o vester, vestra, vestrum 

• Answer the postquam 
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legisti questions on p. 107, 
109, and 117 

Oct. 21 Chapter 11: Lectio Prima 
Quiz 6: Chapters 1-11a 

• Complete the practice quiz on 
nouns 

• Study for a real quiz on 
chapters 1-10 

• OPTIONAL: check out 
our edited letter (Links to an 
external site.) 

Oct. 23 Chapter 11: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Complete Disce! exercises 11-
2, 11-4, 11-5 

• Read Disce! chapter 11 
• Complete the practice quiz on 

the perfect 
Oct. 25 Chapter 12: Lectio Prima 

 
• Complete a different practice 

quiz on verbs 
• Complete Disce! exercises 12-

1 and 12-2, and 
the postquam legisti questions 
on p. 143 

Oct. 28 Chapter 12: Lectio 
Secunda 

Quiz 7: Chapters 1-12 

• Complete the new video 
assignment 

• Study for a quiz on ch. 1-11 
Oct. 30 Chapter 13: Lectio Prima • Complete the practice quiz on 

chapter 12 
• Complete Disce! exercises 12-

3, 12-4, 12-5, and 12-7 
• Quiz 6 corrections due 

Nov. 1 Chapter 13: Lectio 
Secunda 

 

• Complete the handout
 (given out in class on 

Wednesday): decline the 
noun/adjective pair into all 
cases, singular and plural. 
Follow the models starting on 
p. 2 of the 3rd declension chart 

• Complete Disce! exercises 13-
1, 13-2, and 13-4 

Nov. 4 Chapter 14: Lectio Prima  
Quiz 8: Chapters 1-13 

• Study for a quiz (chapter TBA) 
• Complete the practice quiz on 

chapter 13 
Nov. 6 Chapter 14: Lectio 

Secunda 
• Complete Disce! exercises 14-

2, 14-3, 14-4, and 14-7 
• Write full synopses (all cases, 

singular and plural) of the bold 
noun/adjective pairs in 
exercise 14-3; see p. 73 for an 
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example 
• Quiz 7 corrections due 
 

Nov. 8 In-Class Test #2 Covers chapters 1-14 
Nov. 11 Chapter 15: Lectio Prima  • Read Disce! ch. 15 

Nov. 13 Chapter 15: Lectio 
Secunda 

• Complete Disce! exercises 15-
1, 15-2, and 15-5 

• Write a paradigm (all cases, 
singular and plural) of the 
following noun/adjective pairs: 
o ager pulcher 
o hostis malus 
o hostis mala 
o mare nostrum (= 

"Mediterranean" in Latin!) 
Nov. 15 Field trip to SCRC  

Class will meet in Charles 
Library. Come to Room 113, 
past the printers. 

• Complete the video 
assignment  

• Complete the noun/adjective 
agreement quiz 

Nov. 18 Chapter 16: Lectio Prima 
Quiz 8: Chapters 1-16 

• Study for quiz (covers ch. 1-
15) 

• Review your verbs 
• Test 2 corrections due 

Nov. 20 Chapter 16: Lectio 
Secunda 

 

• Complete Disce! exercises 16-
2 and 16-7 

• Complete the practice quiz on 
the future 

• Skim the second lectio of 
chapter 15 and answer 
the Postquam Legisti questions 

Nov. 22 Chapter 17: Lectio Prima 
 

• Complete Disce! exercises 16-
4 and 16-5 

• Complete another practice 
quiz on the future 

• Read chapter 16 
Nov. 25, 27, 29 Thanksgiving break Keep your Latin active! 
Dec. 2 Chapter 17: Lectio Prima 

Quiz 9: Chapters 1-18 
• Study for quiz (covers ch. 1-

16) 
• Skim the first lectio of chapter 

17 and answer the  Postquam 
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Legisti questions 
Dec. 4 Chapter 17: Lectio 

Secunda 
• Complete the worksheet 

(handed out in class) 
Dec. 6 Chapter 18: Lectio Prima 

 
• Complete Disce! exercise 17-8 
• Complete the practice quiz on 

ch. 17 
• Extra credit: write a reply to 

the Canadians! (Their letter 
is here ) 

Dec. 9 Exam review  • Quiz corrections due (note 
unusual date!) 

• Complete Disce! exercise 18-2 
• Complete the practice quiz on 

ch. 18 
• Last day of classes -- come to 

the classics party in Anderson 
215 from 3-6 PM! 

 
Final exam, covering the first half of Disce! Vol 1. unless otherwise stated in review 

sessions: 
Hersch:  Fri., 12/13, 8-10 in our regular classroom 

Neel:    Fri., 12/13, 10:30-12:30 in our regular classroom 
 
 


